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Theatre Organ broadcasting in England is still far more common than in the United States. Lucky 
listeners may hear at least one programme each weekday, sometimes several. Perhaps our European 
correspondent can give us some hints as how we might be able to get the T.O. back on U.S. airwaves. 

You PEOPLE of the States who are accu tomed 
to a ·wide choice of broadcastino- networks may have won
dered how we in Britain fare in the hand s of the olitary 
B.B.C . Three ervice are operated-the Light, of national 
coverage, which is devoted to the popular field; the Third, 
also of national coverage, which i "cultural" and cater for 
the minority; and the Home, which cover the Country by 
a eries of even ind pendent regional Home en ice . 

The Light programme include at lea t one theatre or0'an 
broadca t each weekday-sometime two or even three
but the London Home ervice ha usually only b,,o per 
week. These are relayed al o by the regional tations who, 
while taking the bulk of their programme from the London 
Home ervice, are able to plan for them elve , and include 
item of their own production . In 1955, . everal of the re
gion excelled by bringin° ' evening tran . mi ion from 
inema up and down the ountry: thu the Midland Area 

controlled from Birmingham, relayed the organ . of the 
Gaumont, Birmingham (Compton 3-9); Gaumont, Smeth
wick ( ompton 3-9); Gaumont, Wal all (Wurlitzer 2-6, 
thi ha sin e been removed and rebuilt in a re idence) ; 
and Tower, We t Bromwich (Compton 3-12, plu s Melo
tone). 

The B.B.C. Northern Region, controlled from ~Ianche ster , 
brought the followin° ·, after a long lap e of theatre organs 
in their programme : Tower Ballroom Blackpool (Wur
litzer 3-14); Opera Hou e, Blackpool (Wmlitzer 3-13); 
Ritz-E soldo , Birkenhead ( hristie-Wurlitzer 3- ) · Regal , 
Harrogate ( ompton 3-6, plu i(elotone); Odeon-Para
mount, Leed (Vi. urlitzer 3-19); Gaumont , Manche ter 
(Wurlitzer 4-14); and Odeon-Paramount, Newca tle-on 
Tyne (Wurlitzer 3-19). 

From other region came the -organ of the Tonic, Ban
gor, orthern Ireland, ( Compton 3- , plu Melo tone), and 
the Ritz, Belfa t, ( ompton 4-10, with a super Melotone). 
The e two organ · ·were tran mitted by Northern Ireland 
region. The once much-broadcast Wurlitzer at the Classic, 
Belfast, ha s, regretfully, been removed re cently by ircuit 
Management A sociation. The ompton 3- , plu i(elotone , 
at the Royal , Plymouth, Devon, wa air d regularly every 
Thur day morning throughout the year, in a prooTarnme 
for hospital and the . ick, pre ented by organi ·t Dudley 

avage. Thi erie i sent out by the We . t of England 
Horne service, who al o re-commenced at the end of the 
year a short "Melody for Late Evening " erie from the 
Gaumont, Bournemouth, featuring Ronald Brickw 11 at the 
Wurlitzer 2-9, with a violini t and a vocalist . 

The Light Programme relayed, apart from their own 
theatre organ in London, the following organ · during 
morning ession each weekday: A toria, Aberdeen ( Comp
ton 3- ) ; Ritz, Belfast, already mentioned; Tower Ball
room, Blackpool, already mentioned; Dome Pavilion, 
Brighton ( Christie 4-28) ; Reg'al, Kingston-on-Thame 

Wurlitzer 3-12); Odeon, Leicester quare ( Compton 5-16, 
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plu s Meloton e); Odeon-Regal, ~Iarble Ar h ( hri stie 4-30) , 
and the Granada, Tooting (Wurlitzer 4-14). 

Generalizing on the year of 1955, my own review of 
theatre org'an olo totalled one hundred and twenty eight, 
coverin g theatre a far apart as Belfa t, orthern Ireland: 
Aberdeen, Scotland; Dublin, Iri h Republic; Blackpool. 
Lanca hire, and, of cour se, London. Thi s oTand total of 
organ .-olos include s theatre. of the three main circuit 
(As ociated Briti ·h Cinema ; Circuit fanagement A ·o-
iation, who control both Gaumont and Odeon; and Gra 

nada Theatre ) a well a everal independ ent oncern ·. 
The Briti h Wurlitzer concern, although not officially 

known under that name , had a most ucce sful year . They 
rebuilt the Compton in the Odeon, Leice ter quare-r e
placin 0· the Tibia with one of their own-and al o over 
hauled . everal organ for A sociated Briti ·h inerna . 
Early thi year they overhauled the B .B.C. Theatre Or0·an , 
and haYe forth r order lined up for A.B . . and Odeon. 

The olo of the year in my e timation 1 Well, how ab ut 
that which John Madin pre ented at the clo e of the year 
at the Granada, Clapham Junction 1 He tarted with an ex
ellent rendering of famou · carol , with ome deli abtful 
traight work included. Then into a nifty piece of work 

accom1 anyin g a hort ilent film-a real old-timer of the 
pre -talkie era, with all the fire and thunder provided with 
uitable music a la Wurlitzer. 

The broadca t of the yead Reall y a job to tell, but high 
on the list mu t be the beautiful "Moonlig 'ht Lullab y" by 
Dougla Reeve at the Dorne Pavilion, Brighton, on th 29th 
of Augu t, at 11 : 20 p.m. It wa a broadca st of beer de
light, wonderful tona l qualitie . , and a programme of well 
picked item s. 

The organi t of the year 1 Trul y, thi item get harder 
each time I review the organi -t I have seen tbrou h the 
year, so to be really hone.-t I will elect two. The first, Bryan 
Rodwell, for ome wonderful orche tral work at the Gra
nada, Edn1onton, during one of hi week · out in the cir
cuit from the East Harn Granada . The econd is tanle 
Wyllie for hi St. Patrick' s Day broadca t from the Rit~ , 
Belfa -t, Northern Ireland. 

And perhap I should mention the o-ood work by Gerald 
haw at the Odeon-Regal , Marble Arch; Charle mitten 

for hi s erie of broadca ·t at the Odeon-Pararnount, Leed ; 
Dudle y Savage for hi broadca ·ts week by week from the 
Royal, Plymouth; George Blackmore for hi " t. Andr ew' 
Da y" broadca . t from the A toria, Aberdeen, and tanley 
Tudor, for making the B .B.C. Theatre Oro-an sound like 
the Wurlitzer in the Gaumont, Manche ster. 

Have I bor d you with all the. e remini cences . I tru t 
not, and I hope you will be with me again next time. One 
never know s what i going to happen next, what with 
creen getting larger and larger, organ coming out, and 

patron s bavng ound all round them-well, I a k you, per
haps the good old day of silent film had omethino- after 
all! 
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