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Atlanta Chapter has enjoyed a
busy Fall. Our September and Octo-
ber meetings were held at the Excel-
sior Mill Restaurant where a 3/24
Waurlitzer installation is continuing.
Member Rick McGee presented the
September program, and member
Greg Colson was the artist for Octo-
ber. Both concerts were followed by
open console which added much fun
for all those trying their turns. The
Mill added the organ in 1984; it has
been a successful restaurant for sever-
al years. If you visit Atlanta, remem-
ber the Mill is located near the Atlanta
Fox, and the organ is played nightly.

Fourteen members enjoyed our an-
nual Cave Crawlto Cumberland Cav-

erns and the home of friend Roy Dav-
is on October 27. The tour started at
the Tivoli Theatre in Chattanooga,
included two home installations and
ended with a banquet 500 feet below
ground in beautiful Cumberland
Caverns at McMinnville, Tennessee.
Those who attend each year always
enjoy bringing others to share the fun
the next time.

Our veteran theatre organist, Ned
Marshall, entertained us with old fa-
vorites and requests on the four-man-
ual Page organ at Winn-Sound Ware-
house for our November meeting.

Also in November, we sponsored
fellow Georgian Hector Olivera at the
Shrine of The Immaculate Concep-
tion (Atlanta’s oldest church) on their
new 54-rank Mdller. The church was
fully restored this year after a fire two
years ago. The brilliance of the room
particularly impressed Mr. Olivera.

DAVID TUCK

'y

Don Baker playing for the Central Florida Chapter on the 4/17 Wurlitzer in the home of Ken and Ruth Hunt.
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October 14 was a day to be remem-
bered for Central Florida Chapter
and for members Ken and Ruth Hunt.
On that day, the Hunts were able to
formally introduce their 260 Special
4/17 Waurlitzer which is installed in
their 8000-square foot residence, built
for the purpose of properly housing
both the organ and themselves. The
living area, which houses the console,
is 70 feet in length and 36 feet wide
with a 32-foot vaulted ceiling. It is a
most handsome room with a sweep-
ing stairway and a balcony around
three walls. The chambers speak di-
rectly into the living area and face the
console as in most theatre installa-
tions. The console has 200 stops and
second touch on the Pedal division,
Accompaniment, Great and Bom-
barde manuals. Originally installed in
1926 in the Terminal Theatre in Chi-
cago, Mr. Hunt moved it, in 1963, to
his Dayton, Ohio, home where it re-
mained for 20 years. The Clearwater
house was completed over a year ago,
and the installation of the organ be-
gan shortly after. This is undoubtedly
one of the finest residence organ in-
stallations in the United States, and it
sounds as good as it looks.

For this dedication, theatre organ
veteran Don Baker was the artist.
Baker, who is fondly remembered for
his long association with the 4/36
Wurlitzer at the New York Para-
mount — the greatest of them all,
now lives in the Orlando area and is
an honorary member of this chapter.
Interestingly, the Hunt organ and the
New York Paramount Wurlitzer were
both installed in their respective the-
atres in the same year, 1926, and
Hunt’s Wurlitzer has been compared
favorably to the sound of the Para-
mount’s. Baker was in excellent form
and amply demonstrated what the or-
gan could do under the touch of a
master like himself. His selections in-
cluded “*Autumn in New York,”” and
a most moving and heart-tugging
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““God Bless America’’ that had the
audience singing along on the final
chorus. Following the Baker pro-
gram, refreshments were served and
members and guests had the opportu-
nity of either renewing old friendships
with Mr. Baker or meeting and chat-
ting with him for the first time. It was
ameeting and program worth remem-
bering.

The November meeting was held at
the home of Eleanor Bassett in Ridge
Manor. Her lovely sounding 2/4
Robert-Morton was enjoyed once
again by the membership. With the
passing away two years ago of Ev
Bassett, who was a very fine ear-play-
er, Eleanor, who doesn’t play, has
sold the organ and it is shortly sched-
uled to be moved out of the state. All
who wanted to play the organ for the
last time had ample opportunity. It
was a very pleasant afternoon. The
organ will be missed, as is Ev Bassett.

Work has been very slow on the
3/12 Waurlitzer at the Tampa Theatre.
Lack of availability of the theatre and
of ourselves at the same time has
made meaningful progress quite diffi-
cult. While the organ will be finished
one day, we cannot say when. We do
our best to keep up our morale.

JOHN OTTERSON

CENTRAL
INDIANA
CHAPTER

Indianapolis
317/255-8056 or 317/786-2160

We held our second annual Silent
Film Festival at the Hedback Theatre
on October 12 and 13. This took the
place of our monthly meeting. Dennis
James presented two different pro-
grams. Saturday’s program was Har-
old Lloyd in For Heaven’s Sake, a
full-length comic feature. Dennis’
fine job of accompaniment was high-
ly appreciated by all. We were happy
to welcome a busload of CATOE
members Saturday night. A reception
was held both Friday and Saturday
nights after the performance.

On November 4 our meeting was
held at the Hedback Theatre. Chapter
President Tim Needler conducted the
meeting, which included planning the
coming election of officers and a bus
tour for next spring. A fine program

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1985

was presented by Virginia Rechtoris.
Tim Moore, representative of Paiges
Music Company, was featured tenor.
His songs included an aria from Pagli-
acci, ““Alone’’ and ‘“‘Indian Love
Call.”

WAYNE R. PIPHER

CENTRAL OHIO
Columbus
513/652-1775 or 614/882-4085

Once in a blue moon you get to see
a truly magnificent home theatre or-
gan installation. Such was our plea-
sure on October 21 when we visited
John Gogle in Dayton, Ohio. John
told us about his organ acquisition. It
seems that, after a long search and
careful sleuthing, he came upon a 3/8
Kimball, originally installed in the
Capitol Theatre in Hazleton, Penn-
sylvania. He undertook the Hercule-
an task of moving the entire organ in
one trip and ultimately deposited all
pipes, chest and console in his Ketter-
ing home in 1973. Four years later,
with the acquisition of three ranks
from Gray Chapel at Ohio State Wes-

leyan University (Clarinet, English
and French Horns), he had the ulti-
mate organ — a beautifully voiced in-
strument in the basement of his home.
Completely solid state and winded by
a 5-hp Spencer Orgoblow, it’s every
bit the realization of an organ buff’s
dreams. Add to this the playing skills
of Gene Stanley and Jack Doll and a
silent movie cleverly accompanied by
host John, and you have one spectac-
ular afternoon.

It was a festive occasion, October

-
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Member artist Ted Gyson tells Central Ohio members about his own compositions.

29, when COTOS convened at Alice
Lombard’s. Here, in Amish country,
was a restful estate housing a Baldwin
Cinema II organ. At the keyboard
was member Ted Gyson. His opening
mini-concert included some superb
renditions of familiar music and two
of his own compositions which, he in-
formed us, will accompany a silent
movie in Elgin, Illinois, where he will
play in concert with an orchestra on
one occasion and will be the solo artist
on another. It was a distinct privilege
to hear again, not only an accom-
plished organist, but a composer as
well. But the festivities didn’t stop
there — our group of 30 guests and
friends stepped up to the keyboard at
open console for continuous enter-
tainment, and next to the studio was
the most enticing array of goodies
ever to confront our membership.
Hostess Alice Lombard (Mrs. Golden
Kernel Queen of 1984) truly outdid
herself in arranging this event for

which we are all truly grateful.
November 3 marked the beginning
of the Ohio Theatre’s Organ Concert
Series with the appearance of Carlo
Curley. If there was ever to be a suc-
cessor to Virgil Fox, Carlo fits the
bill. His command of classical organ
was ably demonstrated in his varied
program which featured selections by
Mozart, Schubert, Schumann and
Bach. His ultimate selection was a
very difficult and intricate piece en-
titled *‘Christmas’’ by Gaston Deth-
eis. Mr. Curley’s commentary and
humorous remarks made him a real
candidate for a repeat performance.
JOHN R. POLSLEY
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Chicago Area Theatre
Organ Enthusiasts
312/470-0743 or 312/627-3245

At last! The Chicago Theatre has
been spared the infamous wrecking
ball! The news has been publicly
broadcast that the city of Chicago,
Plitt Theatre Group and the Chicago
Theatre Preservation Group have
agreed on the sale of the theatre and
the adjoining Page Building. No
doubt, details will be known to you by
the time you read this. We are all de-
lighted about this good news!
CATOE will be working with the Chi-
cago Theatre Preservation Group to
form a trust fund for the preservation
of the Wurlitzer pipe organ. Contri-
butions are welcome and may be sent
to: CATOE c/o Beverly Barton, 703
East 194th Street, Glenwood, Illinois
60625. Please note ‘“‘For Chicago
Theatre Organ Fund.” Thank you.
The Chicago Theatre will close the
end of January, 1985, for refurbish-
ing and will reopen November 1,
1985. Conventioneers will get a pre-
view of accomplishments up to con-
vention time.

For former Chicagoans: The Mc-
Vickers is gone, and the State Lake is
closed. The Vic Theatre on Sheffield
at Belmont Avenue is alive and well; it
has been completely refurbished and

THEATRE ORGAN

John Gogle's 3/8 Kimball console.

is referred to as the Concert Center
and will present a variety of shows. It
does have organ chambers; thus,
there is hope for a future organ instal-
lation. The Stan and Vi Lechowitz
monthly open house is gone, as is the
organ.

The Rialto Theatre in Joliet is pre-
senting many big names to full houses
which makes it a very active theatre.
A fall social was given for several area
chapters of ATOS and some local or-
gan clubs. Taylor Trimby was the so-
loist at the 4/21 Barton Grande organ
and did an excellent job on that great
instrument which was truly appreci-
ated by the about 200 organ buffs
who attended.

Don Springer was soloist for our
Christmas party at Sally’s Stage. The
organ is a 3/14 Barton which is in ex-
cellent condition. The new manage-
ment replaced the former Barton
when they took over. Don presented a
program of wide variety done in ex-
cellent style.

Tom Wibbels was soloist for our
fall show at Mundelein. Tom present-
ed a super program plus excellent ac-
companiment to the silent film,
Tillie’s Punctured Romance, starring
Charlie Chaplin. Tom will be appear-
ing on the 1985 Convention program.

One interesting event this past fall
was a bus trip which evolved when
Virginia Ferroli and Beverly Barton
noted that there were three events in
Indiana that coincided and could be
included in a weekend. There wasn’t
much time for planning so phones
rang and one issue of our newsletter
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(VOX) got out the word. The 27 who
attended this event were greatly
pleased. The tour consisted of Dennis
James at the Hedback Theatre in In-
dianapolis for Saturday evening with
silent films and program followed by
achampagne reception, then on to the
Paramount Music Palace to hear
Donna Parker until a bit after mid-
night. Sunday morning was brunch in
Kokomo at Pipe Dreams Pizza to
hear Bill Tandy’s music, which was
excellent. We then went to the Long
Center in Lafayette for a three
o’clock concert with Lyn Larsen and
Tony Fenelon, who presented a terri-
fic program on piano and pipes. It
was a spine-tingling performance
which ended a superb weekend of fun
and music, plus games and taped mu-
sic on the return bus trip. Quick plans
can be good, also!

The last issue of THEATRE OR-
GAN stated that our July social at the
Elm Skating Rink had Jerry Glenn as
soloist. This was an error as Bill
Kucek, staff organist for the Elm
Rink, was our soloist. Jerry did a few
numbers. Sorry for the mistake. Bill
will present a full program at the Elm
Rink for the 1985 Convention.

February 10 is the date for Don
Springer and a variety show at the
Pickwick Theatre in Park Ridge. Feb-
ruary 17 is our fund-raising banquet
for the Oriental Theatre organ — this
will be at Quigley North in Chicago.

ALMER BROSTROM

IBASTERRN

MASSACHUSETTS

Babson College, Wellesley
617/662-7055

The date, October 21; the place,
Babson; the occasion, EMCATOS’
regular meeting; the artist, Dick Ken-
ney. This gentleman from Fitchburg,
Massachusetts, and a sizeable follow-
ing from the Monachusetts Organ
Club (electronic), enjoyed playing
and hearing the *‘real thing.’’ Kenney
was at ease with our Wurlitzer as he
presented tunes of the twenties and
thirties when theatre organ was regu-
lar fare in the theatres. He played mu-
sic from some of the movies of that
era, such as ‘“‘Precious Little Thing
Called Love’ from Shopworn An-
gels, waltzes and a catchy untitled dit-
ty of his own. A Ray Noble composi-
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Robert MacDonald, RCMH organist, at the Eastern Massachusetts Chapter Wurlitzer at Babson College.

tion, “Love Locked Out,”’ was par-
ticularly attractive. All present ex-
pressed their approval vehemently
which resulted in a rather unusual en-
core, ‘‘Yes, We Have No Bananas.”’
Dick had fun, and his pleasant style
transmitted enthusiasm to his listen-
ers. Come back, again!

The party is over, but the melody
lingers on from our Robert MacDon-
ald weekend of October 27 at Stone-
ham Town Hall and 28 at Babson.
Bob, who is again playing an arduous
Christmas schedule of shows at Radio
City Music Hall, was introduced by
Chairman Royal Schweiger of the
Stoneham Organ Committee. A spir-
ited, 1932 “King Kong March”
opened his first program. Two musi-
cal favorites of Mr. MacDonald’s,
‘“‘Strange Music’’ and “‘Say It With
Music,”’ were included in his fine pro-
gram. ‘‘Variations on A Christmas
Carol,”” a classical piece with much
double pedaling, was a real crowd
pleaser. Bob played a superb accom-
paniment to the hilarious 1929 Laurel
and Hardy silent, Liberty. His sing-
along opened with ‘‘Happy Birthday,
Dear Alice’’ in honor of his mother
who was in the audience. Several ex-
cellent colored slides of RCMH and
the Cathedral of The Sacred Heart in
Newark, New Jersey, were shown.
After several requests were per-
formed, one of the highlights of the
evening, Eric Coates’ ‘‘Dambusters’
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March,”" closed his program. With
long applause and cheers, an encore
was in order and was ‘“Without a
Song."”

Sunday afternoon at Babson began
with ‘“‘Parade of the Wooden Sol-
diers.” Bob’s diverse program had a
long Victor Herbert medley and an in-
tricate novelty number, ‘‘Samam,”’
included. Veterans’ Day being immi-
nent, patriotic songs were included
with spontaneous singing by the audi-
ence. Numerous requests were en-
joyed and Coates’ ‘‘Knightsbridge
March”’ completed the musical fare.
It was late, and many had to depart,
SO no encores were possible despite
protracted, appreciative applause.
Bob MacDonald has that smooth
RCMH style, but much more selec-
tive registration was possible on this
pair of Wurlitzers than on the BIG
ONE. It was a treat to hear the Stone-
ham organ again after several years
absence, and contrasting programs
made for a busy, interesting weekend.
Bob’s registrations, phrasing and in-
terpretation left a satisfied, warm
glow — a complete musical feast not
unlike a gourmet meal. A “‘touch of
class,”” to characterize our artist’s
playing, summarized the writer’s
scribbled notes as well as many over-
heard comments. Robert MacDonald
wears two hats and, whether seated
on a Howard seat at RCMH or on the
bench at the big Schantz in the Cathe-
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dral of The Sacred Heart, he produces
great music!
STANLEY C. GARNISS

JOLIET AREA
Illinois
312/393-9201 or 815/726-7665

After resting from the wonderful
convention, we ventured to Pipes and
Pizza in Lansing to hear the 3/17
Golden Voiced Barton. Originally the
Lans Theatre, local weatherman Rog-
er Triemstra has converted this at-
mospheric house into a restaurant.
Organist Dave Wickerman played the
Barton for our group and the other
patrons. We enjoyed ourselves and
hope to return again soon.

Our September gathering was at St.
Anthony’s Church near the Rialto
Theatre in downtown Joliet. The
church dates back to 1858. After a de-
licious spaghetti dinner, we listened to
Tony Brandolino play the newly in-
stalled 2/6 Moller pipe organ. Tony
toured with the group, Up With Peo-
ple. He demonstrated the wonderful
sounds of this organ and its new Dea-
gan Chimes by playing some classical
and some popular tunes. After his
performance, several JATOE mem-
bers entertained at open console.

These are the ingredients for a great
day: one warm, sunny fall afternoon,
one beautiful theatre, one Grande
Barton pipe organ. Sprinkle with or-
gan enthusiasts from CATOE,
LOLTOS, Cedar Rapids, Dairyland,
Central Indiana, Windy City Organ
Club, Hammond Nutones Organ
Club and the West Suburban Organ
Society. This was the recipe used on
November 4 at the Rialto Theatre
when we hosted a “‘regional’’ social
with people from the above in atten-
dance. Before the program began,
Lynn Lichtenauer, Rialto sales coor-
dinator, gave a mini-tour and told
some of the history of the theatre to
the group. Then JATOE’s Taylor
Trimby played a nice program on the
4/21 Barton, showing off all the new
additions in pipework. After his per-
formance, Barbara Meisner present-
ed a slide show of the organs and the-
atres being used for the convention in
1985 in Chicago. JATOE Chairman
Lee Rajala urged the group to eat,
drink and be merry, but keep it off the
carpeted areas. About 20 people took
turns during open console, and every-
one had a chance to play without be-
ing rushed. The organ crew gave the
organ a complete paint job, which
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made it look really beautiful under
the changing spotlights. Work on the
second touch and other areas has
helped to get the Barton closer to
100% . Missing pipes and computer-
ized combination action are ready to
be installed, and the organ should
sound great for Pipes Alive in '85!!
Thanks to the Rialto Theatre man-
agement, staff and especially the Rial-
to volunteers for serving, ushering
and helping to clean up.

From all the directors, members
and friends of JATOE, we wish you a
safe and happy 1985!

JRAER), Land O’ Lakes Chapter
(1) =) AMERICAN THEATRE

' ﬁ. ORGAN SOCIETY

St. Paul
612/938-2974 or 612/771-1771

Gaylord Carter played to full
houses on September 21 and 22 at the
Phipps Center for the Performing
Arts in Hudson, Wisconsin. Gaylord
is a charming, happy artist, and the
funny silent films shown to his ac-
companiment were enjoyed by all.

Ron Rhode, organist extraordinary
from Mesa, Arizona, was in concert
on November 10 at the Phipps Cen-
ter. The Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ,
a Style D Special, Opus 1404, was for-
merly situated in the KSTP-TV stu-
dios, and was given to the Phipps
Center in 1983 to be used as a concert
instrument. Ron demonstrated what
an accomplished arranger can do with
a simple, old-time favorite rendition
of “Down by the Old Mill Stream.”’
His whole tune list was thoughtfully
planned and executed.

The Organaires, a small home or-
gan group, has resumed their monthly
sessions at the various members’
homes. Ted and Marguerite Espe’s
home at Bald Eagle Lake was the site
of the September meeting. October
found us at Bob and Jean Duwe’s
home in Stillwater where Bob is put-
ting the final touches on his home in-
stallation of a Wicks 2/11 pipe organ
in his ‘*barn.”’ Fred and Thelma Na-
gel were hosts for the November
meeting.

By the time this is published,
Christmas and New Year’s Day will
be over, and we hope everyone en-
joyed a happy Holiday Season filled
with music and friendly folks!

VERNA MAE WILSON

THEATRE ORGAN

LONDON & SOUTH
OF ENGLAND
8956-32369 or 1-788-8791

When we declare that our chapter
“‘aims primarily to promote a greater
interchange of Anglo-American the-
atre organ music and fellowship in
full complement to the well-estab-
lished and numerate British theatre
organ enthusiasts fraternity,”” and
thereby to bring a whole extra dimen-
sion to the enjoyment of our favorite
instrument, we certainly try to prac-
tice what we preach. This was clearly
demonstrated at our third visit to the
Granada, Slough, in mid-September.
Indeed, our new series of presenta-
tions at this delightful theatre, begun
in 1982 after 11 years silence and
much restoration, must be unique in
the theatre organ world. The reason
for this is that the extensive structural
alterations to the auditorium in the
early 1970s, which converted the
building into a triple cinema, required
that the console of the snappy, late-
model 3/8 Wurlitzer be moved from
its center-pit lift and relocated behind
the film screen, completely obscured
from public view. We have circum-
vented this problem by deploying a
closed-circuit television system with
three large screens mounted on top of
the front part of the roof of the two
mini-cinemas. Highly professional
backstage camera work is provided by
our good friend, Dave Ross, and his
own array of equipment in a veritable
“TV studio’’ atmosphere resulting in
what many describe as a better-than-
real appreciation of the artist’s per-
formance through the ability of the
camera to focus clearly on the key-
desk and pedalboard.

After a “‘live”’ introduction and
chat with our large and appreciative
audience, our featured artist for the
first half of this most recent show at
Slough, the ever-popular Douglas
Reeve, produced the same kind of
majestic performance on eight ranks
of pipes that we are accustomed to
hearing him produce at the distinctive
4/40 Christie in the Dome complex at

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1985



Ronald Rogers and his merry band entertained the London Chapter with laughter, mu-

sic and sing-alongs for the September Club Night.

his native Brighton on the South
Coast. In similar fashion, yet con-
trasting style, our own chapter chair-
man, Len Rawle, met the audience
before going backstage to ‘‘have a
ball’* at the Slough Wurlitzer, an in-
strument with which he has long had a
special affinity. To complete this ex-
citing and novel presentation, we add-
ed another unique feature for a Brit-
ish in-theatre organ concert — this
was to go American-style with Lobby
Organ interludes. These were provid-
ed by three of our promising young-
sters, Geoffrey Solman, Dena Cooper
and Christopher Theobald, playing a
Yamaha electronic organ. They, too,
were exceptionally well received.

Happy was the day in early Novem-
ber when nearly 100 chapter members
met at an informal gathering at the
world-famous Granada Tooting in
South London to hear the first fruits
of the monumental restoration pro-
gram undertaken by our technical
team on the distinctive 4/14 Wurlitzer
— albeit only to be heard over the
house sound-amplification system
and seen on the house Bingo video
screens (again through the diligence
of our cameraman extraordinary,
Dave Ross).

Our next major chapter event fur-
thered our self-styled objective of en-
couraging new young keyboard expo-
nents in theatre organ music. This was
our eighth “*Young Theatre Organist
of the Year'' competition, held again
this year at the Granada Harrow in
Northwest London and featuring the
3/8 Waurlitzer which is still in full au-
dience view albeit in a tripled cinema
auditorium. With 13 bright young
contestants ranging from nine to 16
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years of age, well-known Statesider
and good friend Lowell Ayars as one
of our adjudicators and a multitude
of prizes, a characteristically enjoy-
able day provided another memor-
able and worthwhile contribution to
our beloved interest — especially in
view of the coming National competi-
tion for which we fervently hope to
provide an entrant.

Together with British theatre or-
ganists Walford James of Wales and
Louis Mordish of nearby Wembley as
his fellow adjudicators, and Len
Rawle as chairman of the panel, Low-
ell enjoyed another happy experience
with us which he will doubtless ‘‘play-
back’ into the thinking of the Na-
tional.

Our 1984 winner was 15-year-old
Paul Sheffield from the East London
suburb of East Ham. Immaculately
dressed in a ‘‘Granada-style’” white
suit, specially provided by his parents
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Miss Nina Trott, young member of the London Chapter, poses with two members of
the wedding party before her Compton console, just before leaving for the church for
her wedding on September 8,

(John Sharp photo)

for the occasion, Paul well reflected
both his view of the Wurlitzer —
FANTASTIC — and the superb style
of his tutor, Stephen Vincent, who
was our competition winner in 1980,
Runner-up was the hard-working
Chris Theobald. In third place was
Dena (formerly Toni) Cooper, retain-
ing the title of *‘First Young Lady
Theatre Organist of the Year,”’ be-
stowed upon her last year when she
was just pipped in a tie-breaker play-
off by winner David Redfern. As is
customary, David plaved an out-
standing 20-minute interlude at the
Waurlitzer while our panel deliberated
and before he handed over the silver
inscribed *‘Chain-of-Office’’ to Paul
for the coming year. Monetary prizes,
including three special commemora-
tive awards incorporated by member
Desmond Jenkins to augment the first
three positions, were complemented
by inscribed plaques, LP records

London Chapter members relax on Barbeque Day, July 24.

THEATRE ORGAN
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Ashley Miller with the London Chapter removal team. He made it into the drive!

from well-known members John and
Noreen Foskett and record tokens
from another chapter member for
each of the 13 fine young musicians,
almost completed the proceedings.
After 16-year-old David Redfern
had been presented with the hand-
some Dean Herrick Trophy by last
year’s winner, Geoffrey Solman, an
anonymous prize was presented to
our youngest entrant, dapper nine-
year-old Edward Perkins, the young-
est of the trio of entrants from Au-
drey Williams’ Academy in South
Wales (who had also brought a bus-
load of their own supporters). Com-
memorating the great expatriate
American theatre organist who made
such a massive contribution to theatre
organ in South Africa, the Dean Her-
rick Trophy is awarded to the young
organist who, in the opinion of our
chapter committee, has made the
greatest all-round contribution to the
theatre organ during the past year.
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Our monthly Club Night series at
Edith and Les Rawle’s 3/19 home
Waurlitzer continues to be a highlight
of our chapter’s activities. Good
friend Warren Lubich from San
Francisco was the welcome guest at
our October function, providing a
characteristically happy and ‘‘full-

Rob Calcaterra playing for Los Angeles Chapter at San Gabriel Civic Auditorium.

THEATRE ORGAN

house’’ evening.

On a sad note, we regret to report
the untimely passing of international
organist David Hamilton at the age of
only 43. David had major surgery
some years ago when he was based in
Chicago with the Conn Organ Com-
pany, for which he was a great inter-
national ambassador. On his return
to England, David’s will to be *“just as
he was’’ was uppermost in his mind.
He continued to appear widely and to
make superb recordings for which we
shall long be grateful as a fine memo-
rial to a great keyboard artist on both
sides of the Atlantic.

The other sad note is that the huge
Regal Edmonton in Northeast Lon-
don, home for just 50 years of the
world-famous Torch 4/14 Christie
theatre organ, is to close in Decem-
ber. However, to end with good news,
our chapter is to be entrusted with this
very special instrument and to find a
deserving new home for it. In the
meantime, we are hurriedly devising a
spectacular ““Farewell to the Regal”
concert to see it out in style.

DR. NORMAN BARFIELD

. LOS ANGELES
THEATRE ORGAN
s SOCIETY
California
213/792-7084

Forty-four LATOSers joined with
our neighbors from Nor-Cal, Sierra
and Tri-Counties Chapters for a won-
derful weekend at the Fresno Organ
Bash on October 5, 6 and 7. Each
chapter supplied an artist and Candi
Carley, playing the Wurlitzer in Pizza
& Pipes, did LATOS proud! Our
thanks to Dave Moreno of Sierra for

(Zimfoto)
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Jim Benzmiller at the Michigan Theatre, Ann Arbor.

again coordinating a wonderul week-
end and to Tom DelLay and his crew
in Fresno who had the organs in top-
notch condition.

Sunday, October 28, saw 58
LATOS and Valley Organ Society (a
Los Angeles electronic club) members
at the Orpheum Theatre for an open
console session on the 3/13 Wurlitzer,
Sixteen played while the rest enjoyed
listening to their near-professional ef-
forts at the console. A special surprise
was a visit by Tim Needler from Indi-
anapolis who closed the session with
some of his beautiful arrangements.

For the first time ever, LATOS
sponsored a playing technique work-
shop on November 4 and had 53
members show up for a professional
presentation of ways to create an ar-
rangement. Rob Calcaterra held the
workshop in the morning and then,
after a break for lunch, presented a
thrilling concert in the afternoon. All
this took place at San Gabriel’s Civic
Auditorium with its 3/16 Wurlitzer.
Thanks to Crew Chief Carl Nebe and
his dedicated helpers, the San Gabriel
instrument sounds better each time
it’s played.

LATOS is already gearing up to
host the 1987 ATOS Convention. Our
planning committee has held two
meetings and expects to complete its
preliminary plans for instruments and
artists by the end of 1984! Our chap-
ter-owned Barton was presented in a
gala dedication program at the Wil-
shire-Ebell Theatre on November 24,
and we’ll cover the festivities in our
next Chapter Notes.

RALPH BEAUDRY
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We started off our Fall Season with
Donna Parker in concert at the Red-
ford Theatre on September 15, a con-
cert well received and thoroughly en-
joyed by all. Our biweekly film series
continued with Lou Behm and Stan
Zimmerman playing overtures and

Donna Parker at the Redford Theatre,
(Bill Vogel phato)

THEATRE ORGAN

Jeanette Duncan with Hector Olivera at the Royal Oak Theatre.

{Bill Vogel photo)

intermissions during September;
Norm Keating and Grace Joslin play-
ing in October; and John Lauter,
Tony O’Brien and Don Haller play-
ing in November. Bazaar Craft
Classes started meeting in September
with Irene Fitzgerald teaching our
members how to make the many
items for our annual MCTOS Holi-
day Craft Sale. Our Youth Film Fo-
rums in October and November were
entertained by Bab Zilke and Jennifer
Candea at the console of the organ.

Open console daily practice times
continue under the direction of
Wayne Lathrup, and the hours are
completely filled by members enjoy-
ing our 3/10 Barton. An annual Navy
Day program in October featured
Stan Zimmerman at the organ this
year. Several organ workshops ar-
ranged by Gil Francis, theatre rentals
and a regular Thursday dedicated
work crew fill the remaining hours
available at the theatre.

October 20 found us at the Michi-
gan Theatre in Ann Arbor with Jim
Benzmiller at the console of the 3/13
Barton in a program with Chet Bo-
gan’s Wolverine Jazz Band. It was an
up-beat show with everyone tapping
their feet, and we are looking forward
to a return trip by Jim.

Fourth Sundays at the Royal Oak
Theatre continue. OQur audiences are
large and, from a survey we are con-
ducting, we find these free Sunday
concerts have added a lot of new
members to our organization. Stan
Zimmerman was our artist in Septem-
ber. Following his concert, the audi-
ence returned to the lobby where they
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The special cake for the mortgage burning party.
(Bill Vogel photo)

sang ‘‘Happy Birthday’’ to Stan and
presented him with a lovely cake for
the occasion. In October Norm Keat-
ing was our guest for the Fourth Sun-
day. A professional artist since his
high school days, Norm has played
for many of our events. In November
it was Larry Peck at the console.
November 9 Hector Olivera played
to a very large, enthusiastic audience
at the Royal Oak Music Theatre. His
concert was outstanding, as usual,
with everyone leaving overwhelmed
by his arrangements and techniques.
November 4 we had our TWENTI-
ETH Annual Meeting. Following the
general business we had the election
of new board members, after which

Motor City Chapter Board preparing for the mortgage burning, L to R: Bob Duerr, Fred Page, Dorothy Van Steen-
kiste, Janice Fields, Harold Bellamy (Chairman), Cornell Candea, Ray Nicholls and Jim Casterson. (Bill Vagel phota)

52

members returned to the inner lobby
where we served a beautiful cake dec-
orated for our twentieth anniversary.

November 11 we watched as our
mortgage went up in a puff of smoke.
What a celebration! Many old, for-
mer and new members joined us for
dinner at the Redford Presbyterian
Church and the champagne reception
afterwards at the Redford Theatre.
One guest, Allen FitzGerald, came all
the way from California for the event.
Father James Miller gave us his bless-
ing and congratulations, wished us
continued success and asked that we
continue working together with love
and understanding for one another.
Harold Bellamy, our Chairman, pro-
posed a toast to all members for mak-
ing it all possible. Many letters of con-
gratulations that had been received by
the chapter were read. A program fol-
lowed with Harold Bellamy as emcee.
Jerry Skelly sang, with Fr. Jim Miller
accompanying him at the organ. We
then had a progression of young art-
ists at the organ ranging in age from
nine years to 22: Claudette Sunman,
Faith Sunman, Jennifer Candea,
Nick Tapler and Tony O’Brien. It was
interesting to see how, with years of
training, our young people develop
into terrific young artists. The guests
then returned to the inner and outer
lobbies where our committee chair-
men, Marge Muethel and Irene Fitz-
gerald, had set up a beautiful recep-
tion table with assorted desserts and a
beautiful four-tiered cake decorated
with a musical theme for the occa-
sion. After the social hour, we re-
turned to the theatre where we were
entertained at the organ by John
Lauter, another young man we have

THEATRE ORGAN

There it goes! Chairman Harold Bellamy applied the
flame, while Cornell Candea held the document and
Bob Duerr, Dorothy Van Steenkiste and Janice
Fields watched. (Bill Vogel phota)

watched through the years. Jim Cast-
erson then presented a show of pic-
tures he had taken down through the
years. It was certainly nice looking
back. The whole afternoon and eve-
ning was very enjoyable, and the hap-
py feeling of the occasion rubbed off
on everyone.

Qur regular correspondent, Don
Lockwood, has himself terribly in-
volved this month and was unable to
write our article for the Journal. This
gives us a chance to tell you just how
great he is. In addition to handling
our annual Bob-Lo boat trip, Don
writes our column regularly for the
ATOS Journal and is our emcee for
all of our movies and most of our con-
certs. His vast knowledge of tidbits
about all the films and the stars makes
our programs quite interesting and
keeps our patrons coming back. He
also keeps up a mailing list of over
10,000 for our organization and, to-
gether with Virginia Duerr, sees that
our flyers are sent out regularly. We
do appreciate your work, Don, and
we all love you very much. See you
back at the typewriter for the next is-
sue.

Coming programs include Lowell
Ayars at the Redford Theatre on
April 13 and Eddie Weaver at the
Redford Theatre on May 11. For
more information write the Motor
City Theatre Organ Society, 17360
Lahser Road, Detroit, Michigan
48219. Phone 313/537-1133,.

DOROTHY VAN STEENKISTE
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cluded a New York medley, selections
by Duke Ellington and, to show that
the theatre pipe organ has the versatil-
ity to appeal to the young as well, the
contemporary sound of Michael
Jackson’s ““Thriller.”” The Brooklyn
Paramount Wurlitzer was in top
form, thanks to the tender loving care
it receives from Bob Walker, and the
hardwood basketball court where
once were plush seats and carpets
makes the word ‘“Mighty’’ truly ap-
ply here. Dave Kopp was completely
in command of the instrument, and
the audience appreciated his excellent
performance.

The October business meeting was
again held at the Baldwin studio, and
Chairman Miller expressed the appre-
ciation of the NYTOS members to the

Crew member Bob Welch helps to raise the NYTOS Wurlitzer at the Middletown Paramount the hard way. Baldwin management for so gener-
ously providing a regular and central

NEW YORK land University’s 4/26 Wurlitzer (for- location for our business meetings.
THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY merly the Brooklyn Paramount). Following the meeting, Lee Erwin
New York Dave’s program appropriately in- performed in concert and accompa-

212/679-7762 or 914/343-1756

Autumn in New York has been
busy for the New York Chapter, be-
ginning with a board meeting and
concert on September 5 at the Bald-
win piano and organ studio in Man-
hattan. Dr. Claude Miller, NYTOS
Chairman, presided over the business
meeting at which plans were discussed
for future programs and committee
assignments were made. Following
the meeting, members and guests
were treated to a marvelous concert
by Rob Calcaterra who put two of
Baldwin’s best instruments through
their paces in a most enjoyable and
varied program.

We sponsored two programs in Oc-
tober. Organist Dave Kopp, who gen-
erally performs at the Meadowlands
Sports Arena in New Jersey as well as
at Madison Square Garden, was very Organist Dave Kopp at the Long Island University (Brooklyn Paramount) Wurlitzer, where he performed for
much at home in concert at Long Is- NYTOS in October.

~N

@ )

ashley miller
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IT'S OUT!

OUR COMPLETE 68 + PAGE CATALOG
ILLUSTRATED WITH CURRENT PRICE DATA!
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Closter, N.J. 07624 3328 Brittan Ave, 1018 LORENZ DRIVE al Box 129
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nied a rare silent film, Lost City, a
silent precursor to Hollywood’s fa-
mous King Kong. As always, Lee’s
performance was excellent.
Meanwhile, work is progressing
well on our own Style H 2/10 Wurlit-
zer installation at the Paramount
Theatre in Middletown, New York.
Under the leadership of crew chief
Bob Seeley, releathering of the chests
has been completed, swell shade en-
gines have been re-covered, the origi-
nal lift at center stage has been resur-
rected and work is underway to pre-
pare the chambers. The Paramount is
owned by the Arts Council of Orange
County and is undergoing renovation
for use as a performing arts center to
serve the Hudson Valley and Catskill
regions to the north and west of New
York City. The theatre has recently
been painted, and the refurbished and
re-upholstered seats are now back in
place. Designed by Rapp & Rapp in
1930, the theatre originally housed a
3/11 Wurlitzer which moved to the
West Coast many years ago. The
“new’” Wurlitzer was donated to
NYTOS by the management of the
Clairidge Theatre in Montclair, New
Jersey, in the fall of 1982 when that
theatre was being split into mini-cine-
mas. The Arts Council hopes to re-
open the Paramount in the spring of
1985, and it is hoped that the Wurlit-
zer will be ready by fall.
TOM STEHLE

AIOS
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Theatre Organ Society

San Francisco Bay Area
415/846-3496 or 415/524-7452

We are anxiously awaiting the ap-
proval of our tax exempt status by the
Federal Government. The forms were
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Jim Riggs at the console of the 3/ 15 Wurlitzer in the Avenue Theatre for the last public concert. (Rudy Frey photo)

submitted in September and addition-
al information provided at their re-
quest. We are looking for this as a
Christmas present! Maybe by the time
this journal reaches you we will have
it in our hands.

September’s meeting was a smash-
ing concert by Jerry Nagano at the
Castro Theatre. Jerry played selec-
tions of Grieg, Gershwin, E.T. Paul,
Berlin and many others. Jerry's
““Consider Yourself at Home" to
*‘San Francisco’ were sterling exam-
ples of his ability and of particular
note was ‘*‘My Romance’’ and “‘Bug-
ler’s Holiday’ showing off his fine
technique and the excellent installa-
tion and voicing of the now-4/18
Wurlitzer.

October found us at Ye Olde Pizza
Joynt, where the pipes and pizza
event(s) started more than 25 years
ago. Jack Gustafson was our artist
for that day. Jack played at another
food emporium and is now ‘retired’
to player piano restoration and main-
tenance. His program entertained us

with a variety of show tunes of Broad-
way heydays as well as more current
presentations such as ‘‘Le Cage aux
Folles.”” He kept the audience want-
ing more!

November ended in a sad note, as
our meeting at the Avenue Theatre
was billed as the CLOSING CON-
CERT, which at the time was not to-
tally correct, but it actually was the fi-
nal concert for the public. Jim Riggs’
performance kept the entire spectrum
of concert goers enthralled. His up-
beat and swing arrangements, as well
as his excellent renditions of thirties
pop tunes of Fats Waller and Sidney
Torch, make any concert Jim presents
lively and very high on the ““must
hear’’ list. Back to the organ, the 3/15
Waurlitzer is being removed and
placed in secure storage, with the
owners scouting the Bay Area for a
suitable theatre location to keep up
the tradition of silent films with the-
atre organ and the classic movie pre-
sentations available in the San Fran-
cisco area.
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Y CHAPTER

Dallas-Fort Worth
214/256-2743 or 214/233-7108

Summer months in North Texas
are HOT! Too hot, we find, to use the
pipe organs in home installations for
meetings, just too big a strain on
normal home air-conditioning facili-
ties. Therefore, we were doubly de-
lighted to receive offers to host our
June and August meetings from or-
gan dealers, for the opportunity to
hear the latest in electronic organ
sounds and to enjoy the comfort of
air-conditioned studios.

In June, Chris Climer, manager of
the Baldwin Family Music Center in
Dallas, was our gracious host. In ad-

dition, staff organist Don Lewis
joined our own Lloyd Hess to present
an unusually varied and exciting pro-
gram. Both Don and Lloyd are not
only fine organists but are also excep-
tionally talented pianists. As you
would guess, this led to great duets.
The program opener was a piano/
organ duet of a gospel-inspired ar-
rangement of ‘‘Sweet Hour of Pray-
er.” Don’s organ solos ranged from
gospel to the novelty ““Take Five”
(with some sambas somewhere in be-
tween). One of the surprises was
Lloyd’s appearance in Lederhosen, a
Greek fisherman’s hat and with a pi-
ano accordion. This attire, he ex-
plained, was to celebrate his two eth-
nic heritages, German and Greek
{both in tune with accordion music).
The accordion selections he played
emphasized the two cultures: “‘Lili
Marlene,”” a sing-along of ‘“Du Du
Liegst Mir Im Hertzen'’ and the
Greek-inspired *‘Never On Sunday.”
Thanks to Don Lewis and Lloyd Hess
and their abundant talent, it was a
most wonderful Sunday afternoon.
In August, brothers Art and Steve

Tannel opened their Oak Cliff Music
Store to our Sunday afternoon meet-
ing, providing the beauty of the latest
three-manual Conn theatre organ
(and the luxurious comfort of air-
conditioning) for our pleasure. Dallas
organist Jack Riley, a long-time
friend of ATOS, made the beautiful
music. Jack’s long association with
theatre pipe organs and the Conn or-
gans gives him knowledge of the
sound of pipes and how to achieve
those sounds on the electronic instru-
ment. His choice of selections and his
playing style were especially pleasing
to this ATOS audience who kept Jack
on the bench for a long time playing
many request encores.

Many of us had the opportunity to
hear Jack again a week later when he
teamed with Past-Chairman Gene
Powell at the Dallas Scottish Rite Au-
ditorium. Gene and Jack alternated
playing the Temple’s Wicks theatre
pipe organ and a Conn 635 brought in
for the occasion. The afternoon was
filled with beautiful organ music,
both duets and solos. As a side note,
Jack Riley has been lavishing loving

_.v"";:}'-/_

A SRO audience of NTC-ATOS and guests to hear Jack Riley at Oak Cliff Music Co.,
August 1984. Light photo)

Organist Jack Riley played the program for the NTC-ATOS at Oak Cliff music store,

August 1984 fLight photo)

( MAGIC ORCHESTRAL SOUNDS OF DAN SEMER 2D
Detroit Theatre Organ Club — 4/34 Wurlitzer Pipe Organ
VRDS 10012 — STEREQ
“Congratulations and bravo “A Fantastic Organist . . .”
on your record. " — LIBERACE, pianist
LUCIANO PAVAROTTI, tenor

“You created an artistic masterpiece that
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RICHARD PURVIS, organis!
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attention on this Scottish Rite Wicks,
and it sounds more beautiful every
time we hear it. Congratulations,
Jack, on your accomplishment.
Crew members Dick Cooper and
Fred Garrett, with assistance and
guidance from Gene Powell, are busi-
ly rebuilding our 3/8 Robert-Morton
preparatory to its installation in the
newly restored Lakewood Theatre.
Our goal, to have it playing in the
Lakewood by the gala reopening in
late September, may be too ambitious
considering the amount of work still
to be completed. Crew chief Dick
Cooper spends three hours a day just

Lioyd Hess plays the accordion while Don Lewis holds the song “slide.’”” North Texas Chapter, June 1984,

Lloyd Hess, at piano; Don Lewis at the organ for North Texas Chapter, June 1984, Baldwin Family Music Center,

Dallas.

commuting from his home to Gene’s
shop to spend the day working on the
Robert-Morton, and he hasn’t missed
many days since work began last
May. NTC-ATOS is deeply indebted
to these men, and to many others,
who have donated time and/or mon-
ey to this project. Nearly a thousand
dollars has been donated since work
began. This has been a busy four
months, and the closer we get to the
goal, the more the excitement
mounts. We can hardly wait to hear
this instrument play again in a theatre
— where it belongs.

IRVING LIGHT

Dan Bellomy played for the Oregon Chapter on the
Benson High School Kimball in November.
{Claude Neuffer photo)

OREGON
Portland
503/639-9543 or 503/771-8098

October 6 found 32 Oregon Chap-
ter members in Astoria for an all-day
‘*Adventure.’”’ Our first stop was the
Maritime Museum which houses a
fascinating collection of historical
and contemporary nautical lore. Af-
ter a wonderful lunch at Pier 11, As-
(Wally Eakins photo) toria-host Leonard Vernon showed a
great old film of Jesse Crawford, Don
Baker and Ann Leaf playing the New
York Paramount organ and one of
the Cassavant Organ Company in
Canada. There was also a sing-along
with Jesse Crawford. Following the
program, we adjourned to Leonard’s
home for an afternoon of open con-
sole on his 2/12 Robert-Morton.
Members who entertained on the or-
gan were Jason Grable, Loren Min-
ear, Rachel Zenk, Glenn Briody, Don
Ledford, Barbara Cranston and Ed
Maas. Mary Pitts brought greetings
{Wally Eakins photo) from Terry and Beck Parsons and

=
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a new experience in theatre organ concerts
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Leonard Vernon tells of the history of his Robert-Morton, and some history of the founding of the Oregon Chapter

right here in Astoria.

from Edith and Les Rawle in Eng-
land; she had a great visit with them
while on her trip this summer.

We have been fortunate to have
several of the nation’s outstanding
theatre organists right here in the
Portland area. In addition, we now
have Dan Bellomy who has moved
here and is on the staff of the Organ
Grinder Restaurant. He is a master
technician with a background of ra-
dio, recordings, TV, and as a travel-
ing artist for electronic manufactur-
ers. He has appeared in many cities
abroad as well as in this country and
was, for some time, at the Denver Or-
gan Grinder.

Our meeting on November 11 was
at Benson High School to hear Dan
play the 3/24 Kimball. This organ has
an unusually fine String section and
plenty of pedal to fill the large and re-
verberant auditorium. The overall
sound is truly magnificent. Dan’s
carefully selected program consisted
of an excellent variety of standards,
ballads, novelty numbers and a fan-

{Claude Neuffer photo)

tastic, wild jazz version of “‘Lullaby
of the Leaves.” His latest recording
was available at this concert; this was
made on the giant Portland Organ
Grinder’s 4/44 Wurlitzer.

Thanks to Dan Bellomy for the
beautiful music, to Leonard Vernon
for his hospitality, to Benson High
for the organ and to our maintenance

staff.
MARIE BRIODY and BUD ABEL

PUGET SOUND
Seattle
206/852-2011 or 206/631-1669

Although planning satisfying, yet
affordable, activities can be a con-
stant challenge, occasionally luck has
it that a “*freebie’’ turns out to be a
real bargain — such was the case
when talented artist and teacher Marti
Lynch graciously volunteered to do a
workshop for playing members of
our group. Marti’s career began on
pipes in theatres and on radio in De-
troit and Chicago, and she later be-

came known as a touring artist and
teacher with Porter Heaps for Ham-
mond and with the Rodgers Organ
Company. A long-time Oregon
Chapter member, Marti is now semi-
retired and living in Puyallup, Wash-
ington. She made her presence known
to us during a recent open console ses-
sion at the Paramount, much to the
surprise and delight of many of us.

Marti’s musical style is as refresh-
ing and captivating as her smile and
sense of fun, and the instruction in-
cluded careful and often impressive
demonstrations of the concepts pre-
sented, be they simple or complex. A
more sophisticated member inquired
about how to use fragments of tunes
from a musical comedy to construct
an overture, and Marti proceeded to
improvise a five-minute overture to
The Sound of Music which left
everyone with a sense of excitement
and wonder. Pearl Nelson was a gra-
cious hostess, allowing the use of her
unique Rodgers 340 theatre organ
which was designed by Jonas Nord-
wall to include a full Principal divi-
sion. Jason Grable of Portland has
further customized the organ, which
he describes as a concert instrument
capable of registration for classics
from all periods as well as theatre styl-
ing. Marti was presented with a lovely
plant and a complimentary chapter
membership as tokens of apprecia-
tion for a memorable afternoon, and
she has consented to play a concert
early in the spring.

In Vancouver, British Columbia,
the Orpheum is now a center for the
performing arts which houses the
Vancouver Symphony, but the origi-
nal Wurlitzer installation is still in-
tact. Although access to the organ has
been limited because of rehearsal and
concert demands, a recent decision to
plan more diverse use of the facility
included a showing of The Wind. Lil-
lian Gish made a personal appearance
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N, DENNIS JAMES

Resident Organist for the Ohio Theatre

“WORLD CLASS MUSICAL FARE" “Dennis proved an
absolute master of the Town Hall organ, extending it fully. He

and sheer musical

x d his tech
sensitivity. "
Om 1 e S — The Bay of Plenty Times, Tauraranga, New Zealand

“In every artistic endeavor there are some who gain
reéputation because they have mastered some particular
niche or some subtle nuance. Not so Dennis James. His
mastery extends to every branch of that formidable
instrument and he established fis reputation as a total

organist.”

DJID

g

— Lynn Jones, The Whig-Standard, Kingston, Ontario
NOW BOOKING 1985 APPEARANCES
DENNIS JAMES PRODUCTIONS

The Ohio Theatre
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Marti Lynch at Pearl Nelson's Rodgers 340 after Puget Sound Chapter workshop.
(Diane Whipple photo)

on her eighty-eighth birthday, Octo-
ber 14, to the delight of some 2000 in
the audience. Film accompaniment
was provided by Frank Mankin and
was well received. Puget Sound mem-
ber Bill Hale was included in the pre-
program publicity as he had been
filmed by local TV crews while in the
chambers readying the organ. He can
certainly attest that careful prepara-
tion does not necessarily guarantee a
trouble-free performance as a Tuba
cipher occurred just prior to the
screening. After discovering that the
light switch had been recently relocat-
ed, a flashlight enabled him to find his
way to squeeze through to the ailing
pipe, which he quickly removed.
When Bill plugged the hole with his
handkerchief, the wind promptly
blew it toward the ceiling, but, being a
man of foresight, he had another and
managed to silence the cipher just pri-
or to the mayor’s welcoming remarks
to the audience. Fortunately, Mr.
Mankin was able to play around the

Faiher

“Father Jim"
(313) 629-5400

James Miller

401 Davis St.
Fenton, Ml 48430

cipher, but it must have seemed an
eternity. A reception in the large re-
hearsal room behind the stage area
followed the program and guests had
an opportunity to chat with Miss
Gish, who was described as a lady of
eternal charm and appeal.

On November 11, Jonas Nordwall
played a concert on the 21-rank Bal-
com & Vaughn “‘reformed’ Wurlit-
zer in the Calvary Temple in Seattle
(featured in the 1981 Convention by
Father Miller). Although Jonas regu-
larly plays Sunday services at the First
United Methodist Church in Port-
land, he arrived unharried after a
quick trip up the freeway and was as
much at home on this instrument as
on any other he has played. Even hav-
ing had the rare privilege of hearing
Jonas many times during his career,
this day he presented a program
which reminded us that his musical
talents continue to unfold in kaleido-
scopic fashion. It isn’t possible to
comprehend the extent of his musical

Jonas Nordwall at Calvary Temple after Puget Sound Chapter concert.

(Diane Whipple phaoto)

stature without hearing him many
times. Jonas expressed the opinion
that this organ is an excellent example
of a theatre organ in a church installa-
tion, and his mastery of registration
allowed him to include selections
ranging from the Organ Concerto #3
in G Major by Spaniard Antonio Za-
lore to a stunning improvisation on
““We Gather Together’” and ‘““‘Come
Ye Thankful People, Come’ to a
medley of Billy Joel and Boy George
tunes for fun and a Richard Rodgers
medley. Particularly memorable was
the organ transcription of the ‘‘Foun-
tain Reverie,”’ originally scored for
piano. The use of the Echo organ and
the relative locations of the main or-
gan, wood Harp and Morton metal
Chrysoglott surrounding the chancel
filled the room with music so lovely it
could have been composed specifical-
ly for that setting. The organ, in-
stalled in 1970 by volunteer church
members under the directionof B& V
employees Don Meyers and Ed Zoll-

N
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Ralph H. Ringstad, Jr.
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man, Jr., has a seven-rank Echo or-
gan and two sets of Chimes. Jonas de-
scribed it as being able to satisfy any
musical need, and included a tran-
scription of Chopin ‘‘Polonaise in
A" and an encore, J.S. Bach’s
“‘Gigue Fugue,”” as further samplings
of musical treasures.

DIANE WHIPPLE

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
Denver, Colorado
303/797-2232 or 303/233-4716

Rocky Mountain Chapter was for-
tunate to have Lyn Larsen perform at
Colorado State University on Sep-
tember 26 at the 3/19 Wurlitzer in
Lory Center. This organ, which was
dedicated one year ago, was rede-
signed by Lyn, restored by Ken
Crome and donated to the university
by Marian Miner Cook. Lyn dis-
played to those in attendance why he
was named Theatre Organist of the
Year with a program of beautifully
arranged and executed numbers. His
ease with both the instrument and the
audience created a wonderful time for
everyone. Among his numbers, ‘““La
Rosita’’ displayed excellent use of the
percussions and traps, ‘‘Danny Boy”’
showed the sweet delicacy of the or-
gan, and “‘Slaughter on Tenth Ave-
nue’’ displayed a wide variety of
sounds available from the Mighty

Waurlitzer. The next day Lyn conduct-
ed a workshop for approximately 30
people. Even in the four short hours
available, Lyn presented many inter-
esting and constructive ideas for the
students to consider. Later that eve-
ning, he accompanied the silent film,
Way Down East, starring Lillian
Gish.

On October 7 we met at the home
of Dee and Charlotte Williams in Au-
rora to hear their recently completed
3/11 Wurlitzer. This was originally a
Style E from the Boulevard Theatre in
New York. The organ has a new de-
sign, done by Ed Zollman of Colora-
do Pipe Organ Service, which called
for a complete rebuilding and the ad-
dition of three new ranks from Trivo
Manufacturing, a Post Horn, Clari-
net and Orchestral Oboe. Also in-
stalled was a Krumet from the Seattle
Coliseum Theatre. The original relay
has been replaced with a Devtronix
Alpha Micro 32-bit computer with
unlimited memory capture combina-
tion action and play-back system
which enables each organist to set his
own pistons without erasing any
others, and the 20 pistons per manual
and 173 stops enable a vast variety of
sounds. The three-manual console
sits in the living room, and the cham-
ber is in what was the raised dining
room. The chamber is visible through
windows facing the living room, and

(—
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“Red Hot and Blue”™

George Wright and his new recording organ
— a long-awaited new L.P. record — 40
minutes — digitally recorded — exciting new
arrangements — organ stoplist.

Selections from the Cole Porter show “Red Hot
and Blue,” also — Nobody Does It Better — St.
Louis Blues — Itsy Bitsy, Teenie Weenie, Yellow
Polkadot Bikini — El Condor Pasa — Rock and Roll
Waltz — Holiday for Strings — Secret Love.

$12.00 Postpaid in U.S.
$14.00 in Canada (U.S. Funds)

Lyn Larsen at the Colorado State University 3/19
Wurlitzer. (Ed Zoliman photo)

the shutters are above the windows at
cathedral level. The organ has a piano
and a full set of percussions and traps.

Patti Simon played the dedication
program on this instrument and in-
cluded ‘“Here’s That Rainy Day,’’ the
delicate ‘“‘Evergreen’’ and ‘‘Elite Syn-
copations,’” utilizing the piano and
percussions which speak beautifully
into the room. A piano sonatina,
transcribed for pipe organ, displayed

BANDA RECORDS
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the organ’s classical sound. Patti is a
teacher and performer who studied
with Jonas Nordwall, and surprise of
surprises (October is the month of
ghosts and goblins), Jonas played
““Cheek to Cheek,’’ ‘“Smoke Gets in
Your Eyes’ and Bach’s ““Fugue in G
Minor.’’ The stops changed, the shut-
ters moved and the organ played, but
Jonas had recorded his numbers in
the computer during a visit to Dr.
Williams’ home several weeks earlier.

On October 21, Rocky Mountain
Chapter held a membership meeting
and program at the home of Fred and
Evelyn Riser. Fred began collecting
organ parts 50 years ago, and the con-
struction of the pipe organ began a
number of years ago. In 1981 a disas-
trous fire nearly brought the project
to an end; however, after the dam-
aged items were removed from the
music building, it was discovered that
the building had suffered more dam-
age than the organ, and the project
could resume, At this time, Fred hired

Patti Simon at the 3/ 11 Wurlitzer in the home of Dee and Charlotte Williams.

Ed Zollman of Colorado Pipe Organ
Service who redesigned the instru-
ment and now has 14 of the planned
31 ranks playing. After the business
meeting, Elsie Zetterman, long-time
friend of the Risers, played the organ.

On November 18, we returned to
the Risers for another meeting. After
the election of officers for 1985, Patti
Simon at the organ and ragtime pian-
ist Dick Kroekel at the upright piano
played the program, including some
lively duets. Their rousing ‘‘I Ain’t
Down Yet,” from The Unsinkable
Molly Brown, concluded their pro-
gram, and Patti and Dick had as
much fun as their audience did.

Fred recently purchased the three-
manual console, which was originally
installed in the Denver Theatre, from
the Organ Stop Restaurant in Mesa,
Arizona. This console will control the
entire 31 ranks when completed, and
the current, two-manual console will
control 17 ranks of the organ.

PATTI SIMON

(Jerry Cutshall photo)

wa i

Ashley Miller at San Diego's 3/15 Wurlitzer.

SAN DIEGO
California
619/561-2269 or 619/336-0532

It goes without saying, Ashley Mil-
ler is one of the most renowned the-
atre organists on the circuit today.
San Diego had the pleasure of pre-
senting him in concert on October 13
to an audience that recognized such
talent. Ashley incorporated his
unique styling and orchestrating
while featuring a variety of our
organ’s subtle sounds. His sincerity
dominated throughout his entire per-
formance, which made him a pleasure
to work with as well as musically.

October 28 San Diego presented its
fifth Mini-Matinee concert estab-
lished for the enjoyment of our mem-
bers and their guests, while featuring
members with all levels of playing
ability. This afternoon concert in-
cluded music of every variety under
the direction of Galen Piepenburg,
Greg Breed and Herbert Chiu. Com-
bining these matinee concerts with
our general membership meetings
makes a most enjoyable social after-

=

Popular
English Theater Organist

Jetf Beaker

-

Lew Williams

~

featured at

Organ Stop Pizza

Concerts and
Phoenix

Silent Films

201 Cross Street, Apt. 8H
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Dan Semer at the San Diego Wourlitzer after his spectacular program.

noon.
Performing for the first time in San
Diego on November 10 was the multi-
faceted and dynamically talented Dan
Semer. By playing both organ and pi-
ano, Dan demonstrated his orchestral
talent and his versatility as he per-
formed classical and present day
pops. Dan’s remarkable sensitivity to

orchestration was brilliantly ex-
pressed in his use of the organ as he
took it from the very soft solos to the
full orchestra sound and back. The
San Diego audience was spellbound
this entire evening and their standing
ovations demanded two encores. Dan
Semer’s showmanship and stage cos-
tumes are reminiscent of his idol, Lib-

San Diego’s mini-concert performers, L to R: Herbert Chiu, Galen Piepenburg and
Greg Breed.

erace. You have to see his perfor-
mance to believe it — he is absolutely
brilliant.

This concluded San Diego’s 1984
programs which have brought us a
record-breaking year in attendance
and membership, and a profit on
every program.

CONNIE REARDON
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NeSned Alegandes
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SIERRA
Sacramento

916/726-5132 or 916/332-2837

On June 24 at our Wurlitzer’s
home, the Fair Oaks Community
Clubhouse, two of the elements of
success in the entertainment business
were clearly evident to Sierra when we
totaled expenses versus receipts and
found a profit for our third annual
presentation of “Emil Martin &
Friends”’: 1) The right kind and cor-
rect timing of publicity, in this case a
large picture of Emil on the “‘things-
to-do’’ page of the major newspaper
the Thursday before the Sunday
event; and 2) the ability to make addi-
tional revenue by selling refreshments
(something the movie theatre business
has known for years). The show was
great, with the crowd hollering for
more of Emil and his combo’s unique
blend of Wurlitzer-ized, Dixieland
jazz-flavored arrangements of stan-
dards of the twenties, thirties and for-
ties era.

September 9 brought San Francis-
co’s Warren Lubich to the Clubhouse
Waurlitzer for an afternoon of the
fine, clean, traditional theatre organ

FUaG e SR O R I I TR R i
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The August heat at Sierra’s annual picnic always manages to melt the resistance of re-
luctant “open consolers,” Bud Taylor shows that he's still gotit! (Lowis Rahlin photo)

(2/2/?,(( L)DZIQ{(’/C

Donna Parker Productions Inc.,
P.O. Box 19371 # Indianapolis, Indiana 46219

style that Warren and our 2/11 Wur-
litzer do best.

October 5, 6, and 7 were the dates
for the second annual Fresno Organ
Bash staged through the cooperation
of four California chapters. Meeting
at the geographic mid-point of the
state, which is also the home of the in-
credible 4/14 ““Snortin’ Morton”’ in
the Warnors Theatre, the event has al-
most developed into a regional con-
vention with 165 ATOS members
from all over California in atten-
dance. Some of the outstanding per-
formances included Sierra members
Jim Brown and Gary Konas. Two
other outstanding performances
came from Sierra’s Dave Moreno and
Fresno’s Tom DeLay, both of whom
almost single-handedly organized and
ran the entire three-day event.

On November 11, at the Fair Oaks
Clubhouse, Sierra presented a concert
by our ‘“Fresno Bash’’ organist, Gary
Konas. Billed in our newsletter as
‘“Mr. Broadway'’ for his trademark
programming of concerts to include a
few complete Broadway medleys,
Gary played a very fine concert of
wide variety as well as his Broadway

Fred Dajas at the Sierra 2/ 11 Wurlitzer.

{Louis Rahlin photo)

material.

November marked the twentieth
anniversary of Sierra Chapter. Al-
though early members are in some
disagreement about details of the
group’s beginnings, everyone seems
to be together on recognizing Novem-
ber 1, 1964, at the then-new Carl
Greer Inn with its 4/16 Robert-Mor-
ton, as the first of a series of meetings
and concerts that have continued
monthly to the present. ATOS affilia-
tion came in 1967, and the chapter
pipe organ was purchased in 1974.
Congratulations to those charter
members who were at those first
meetings and who are still contribut-
ing to our efforts to keep theatre or-
gan alive in Sacramento: Ray and
June Anderson, Carroll and Barbara
Harris, Herb Dunkley, Jim Hodges,
Bob Longfield, Helen Naschke, Lar-
ry Weid, Harvey and Virginia Whit-
ney and Hal and Betty Wilmunder.

As of September, the Sacramento
theatre organ community has been
enjoying something that has not hap-
pened for years — the radio broad-
casting of theatre organ music. On
Sunday afternoons at 4 o’clock, Sier-
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Art Phelan entertains the Sierra picnic crowd.

ra member Carroll Harris does an
hour program on KYDS, at FM 91.5,
a low-power educational station li-
censed to a high school. Used as a vo-
cational training facility on week-
days, the station is programmed by a
community radio group at night, on
weekends and during the summer.
Fortunately, unlike many public ra-
dio stations that claim variety but
have nearly as tight a format as a
commercial station, this group seems
genuinely interested in presenting a
truly diversified array of programs.
Carroll Harris, with a lifelong interest
and vast knowledge of theatre organ,
as well as a theatre organ record col-
lection of nearly 300 albums, was the
natural choice for this program.
RANDY WARWICK

SOONER STATE
Tulsa
918/742-8693 or 918/437-2146

With the change of deadline for
chapter news, Sooner State Chapter
has only one meeting to report. Our
October meeting was held in Pryor, at

(Louis Rahlin photo)

the home of Hervey and Janice Bar-
bour. The small group that made the
60-mile trip was treated to music on
Hervey’s 2/11 Kimball played by Phil
Judkins and by our host.

We continue to progress with the
installation of our chapter-owned
3/10 Robert-Morton in Tulsa’s Brok-
en Arrow campus of the Vo-Tech
High School. At this writing, nearly
all of the 10’ windline is in place.

We are very pleased to announce
that members of the Tulsa Organ
Club have made a donation to our
chapter in memory of the late Joe
Crutchfield, who had been a member
of both groups. The money will be
gratefully applied to the fund for the
multiplex relay we are purchasing for
installation on the Vo-Tech Robert-
Morton.

A number of our members drove to
Wichita for Lew Williams’ November
3 concert on the Mighty Wurlitzer in
their Century Il Auditorium. Lew’s
performance was magnificent! He
certainly demonstrates his classical
organ training by his clean technique
and by his fearlessness to play ‘‘Any-
thing!"’ We were treated to classical,

Hal Randall takes aturn, too.

(Louis Rahlin photo)

musical comedy, ragtime, boogie-
woogie, lots of Glenn Miller, Jesse
Crawford — you name it! He even
demonstrated his pizza parlor ability
by asking for requests — and sand-
wiched “How Great Thou Art”’ in be-
tween ‘‘Nola” and ““Twelfth Street
Rag.”’ It was at the close of the “‘re-
quest’’ portion that yours truly
achieved everlasting fame! That sweet
young man asked if Dorothy Smith
from Tulsa was in the audience — and
then went on to tell how much fun
we’d had at the George Wright Work-
shop in Colorado last June, especially
learning how to play “‘crickets’’ and
“frogs’’ (the frogs had been Kevin
Utter’s contribution), which Lew pro-
ceeded to demonstrate, much to ev-
eryone’s delight. He then dedicated a
very ‘‘swampy’’ rendition of
“Chloe’” to me, and even added a
buzzing mosquito (or was it a bumble
bee?) to the scene! My joy was com-
plete when he remembered he'd pro-
mised to play Richard Wagner’s
“Ride of the Valkyries”” — which was
his show-stopping closer. Love you,
Lew!

DOROTHY SMITH
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WESTERN RESERTE . ¢
THEATRE ORGAN
SOCIETY, INC.

Cleveland
216/781-7191

The second weekend in September
found members and friends of
WRTOS on a bus trip to Buffalo,
New York. The first stop was the Riv-
iera Theatre where Randy Piazza of
the Niagara Frontier Club greeted us.
The 3/20 Wurlitzer had an extra at-
traction of three ‘“‘ranks:’ a Chryso-
glott, Marimba and Piano were in
place in the orchestra pit. The ham-
mers were painted in pastel colors
with a black light showing up the ham-
mers when they were played. Kevin
Saky was our first artist; he started
playing the organ at 13 and has been
playing for ten years. His selections
included ‘‘Strike Up the Band,”
*“Star Wars Theme’’ and **“My Favor-
ite Things.”” Eddy Baker followed
with excellent background music to a
Buster Keaton silent movie and some
old-time songs including *‘Whistle
While You Work” and “‘September
In the Rain.” George Krejci, a well-
known organist in the Cleveland area,
was the third artist. Some of his
choices were ‘*‘Has Anybody Seen My
Gal?,”” ““In A Persian Market’’ and
his famous rendition of ‘‘Chattanoo-
ga Choo-Choo.”” He also played
‘‘Stardust’ on the Steinway piano
and, for an encore, the ‘‘Hawaiian
Wedding Song,”” a nostalgic number
for him as he had been a house organ-
ist in Hawaii while in the service.

Sunday morning we entered the
glorious Shea’s Buffalo Theater and
were welcomed by our host, Charles
Koester, from the Buffalo chapter.
Roy Simon played the nostalgic tunes
which we love on the 4/28 Wurlitzer;
these included ‘*‘Pennies from Hea-

“And that, my friends, was the ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’
played by Tony O'Brien.” {Fred Page photo)

ven'’ and *‘Thanks for the Memory."’

Our next stop was the Lockport
Senior Citizens Home where Harold
LeValley, chairman of the Lockport
Senior Citizens Organ Club, made us
welcome. Pat Licota presented a
short program on the Style D, eight-
rank Waurlitzer. Greg Gurtner, the
center’s organist, demonstrated what
could be accomplished on a smaller
organ and entertained us with “*Just
One of Those Things’' and ‘““Every-
thing’s Coming Up Roses.”

Bob Mitchell, an ATOS member,
invited us to his home to enjoy his 2/8
Wicks.

October 27 found Jonas Nordwall
at the Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ in
the Grays Armory. His program in-
cluded a 1921 Harold Lloyd Hallo-
ween silent movie.

Members of WRTOS were seen at
the Akron Civic Theatre where Hec-
tor Olivera was in concert on Novem-
ber 10.

Larry Ferrari will be in concert at
the Grays Armory on February 23.
Dennis James will be there on April
27. Tickets may be purchased by writ-
ing to WRTOS, 1234 Bolivar Road,

Cleveland, Ohio 44115, or at the door
the night of the concert.
JIM SHEPHERD

@ WOLVERINE CHAPTER
of the American Theatre Organ Soclety

Central & Lower Michigan
313/284-8882 or 313/588-7118

The Devtronix oscillators in the
home of Lester Hamilton did a fine
job of making the speakers, large and
small, warble sweet music at us as di-
rected by able fingers at the console
on September 16. Be it the bouncy
tunes that identify John Lauter or the
fast-paced selections beat out by Hen-
ry Przybylski or Lorraine Robinson’s
polkas, the Devtronix reproduced
them all matter-of-factly, as though it
was a real Wurlitzer. Others who con-
tributed to our enjoyment of Les’s
Devtronix were Homer Warren,
Stewart Elliott, Bob Mills, our Wind-
sor Wolverine Bob Ballard and one-
time Wolverine Barry Rindhage.

A happy postscript to the after-
noon was the afterglow at Theater
Organ Pizza & Pipes. It was a real
pleaser to find that nearly all who
were at Les’scameto thc restaurant to
hear John Steele play the Wurlitzer
pipe organ and accompany a very in-
teresting film, America, The Beauti-
Jul.

In October the Wolverines had a
very special program in the Detroit
Theater Organ Club’s Senate The-
ater. One of the Detroit area’s gifted
young musicians, Tony O’Brien,
played the DTOC’s 4/34 Wurlitzer.
Several other Detroit/Windsor-area
pipe and electronic organ clubs joined
the Wolverines for an afternoon of
Gershwin highlights which culminat-
ed in a superb playing of ‘‘Rhapsody
in Blue.”

CHARLES and BETTY BAASC
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