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No. 1: John Madin 
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R1::-11: :.\l1~ST1u ~1. herald:-; John ~\ladin , 
who i:-; playing for u:-; for the next halt: au hour, at the 
organ of thr Gnnrnda, Tooting. He eo1n111en(•e · hi:-; p1·0-

ran1111e -with . . . " Thi .· i:-; not nn unu:-;ual a111101rner1111:•nt, 
a many J,~nglish Ji.-;te11t>n; know , -for a theatre organ trans­
mi __ ion on th B.B. '. But how 111any of you American organ 
enthu sia -ts kno,v of .John :;\fa din, wholll I irnaginP lllust lw 
a mo n g tlw top ten eon:-;olt-• favouritt•:-; in Eng-land "? 

.John is a nativr of CJwstPrfie ld, famou ' for its twi::;tt'd 
'hmc-h Sf ire, and lllayhe even for its foot ball tea111. Bi . 

organ earePr .·tarted at tlw Parish hun·h, and a littlt• later 
he wa ,-; to be fo und at ~Pwbold in Derbyshirt> . HP beeanH ' 

n or gan pupil of the h1te G. 0 . Cunn ing-ham , who was 
f amou:-; for many ye.-ll's a .· thP org-anist at Binning-ham 'fown 
Ha ll , and o·airwd a <::olle0 ·e diplonrn for . o lo o rgn n 1 layin g­
at the Trinity Co lle g-r, Lonclon. 

Hi;; first c:inernn appointment wa:-; thr G.--rnlll o11t-Briti ::;h 
a t hPffield, from wlwre he moved to the new Gau111ont Pal ­
ace, oventry, at whic-h tlwatre hr :-;tc1_ved fh·r year ·, aJHl 
gave his first brond<·a. ·t in l\[ay, 193-1:. In 1936 he ·1-111w 

outh to London, 1-1nd was for almo.-t two year Rt the Gau­
m ont Palac , Hammers111ith, durinb · whieh tinw Jw 0 ·avr hi:-; 
fir t thi,atre orgall ln oa<l<'nst on thP old B.B .C . Co ntpton 
11rgan, in 1937. 

In the midd le of 19:3, , .John ::\ladin joined GranH la The>n­
t res, and until he entered the R .A .'B". w a. kept busy touri11g­
the circuit, and looki11g fo r nf'w angle to pre ent the org-a 11. 
Returning- to thr c-ornpan_v from tlw ervice in 19cl-f>, he 
et ut to pre.-ent Rn organ . how that wRs different. Onr 

idea was hi . very .-uc-ce .-fu l Chinrse show undrr the g-uis(• 
of ··Xid .--1111 Xoj." ] fe appeR r ed in ori enta l garb, eomp lP(P 
with pig-tail, and the mu ·ic- .-peeially compo.sed li_v "~oj'' 
wa · mu<·h sou••·ht aft(' r hy a well known orie ntal net . 

Mention must a lso he rna<le of two other ideas-'':\Iadin 
oe \, Te t" and "::\fadi n Ride . Aga in "-w ltieh wPre com ­

p lete ly ~~estern, and arousrd gTf'Hl c-omment both at Hf'a<l 
Offier a11d among or gan enthu.- ia;;t s , and re , ultt•d in hi s 

eing known , for a lon g- tintr, a. "Buc-k ::\Lndin" ! L.-1t<:•r ,John 
·tarted prP.-Pnting "Housewi Ye:· Cho ice,'' named Hftf"r n 

B.B. . clail record request prog r amnw , cornpletr with a 
r e ·ordrd introdudion by Bryan 1\[i hir, one of th( regular 
di c-joekey.-, and it i.- a fact that at ::\Jan:-:fiPld oYer 500 
r eque . t.- wer e re ·eived in one week alone. 

In oth er . pe ·ial .-how · hr ha.- appen r ed as a " F'unfair 
' lown '' (with ln11loon. floatin° · from the con ole) and ew11 

a bis own ran<lfather, plu s whi ,-;k er s and bent walkin g 
fr•k ! AdntittPd l)' , thi;; i.- not ewryone' . i ]ea of 01·o ·a11 

pre entation, but if it i.- a 11ll'an. of att r:1eti ng an indifferPnt 
audience to the orga n, tlwn it seem well \\·orth while. Of 
recent times, .John has been] re ·rnting- a . how a ll ed "1\felod) · 
aud )[im e," with nwlody b Doreen Le ·ley, nnd mi111e hy n 
you ng fe ll ow named Denni.- , tuart. Mention ·hould al.-o he 
made f "Sandy" ( no r e lation to }Lr. ::\b cpher ·on), who i, 
pure ly John.- pet clog, and u.-ual ly 0 ·ive a pedal .-olo, plu . 
a 0 ·o at ".-ingino-" to the aceompanirnent of the organ and 

laYioline. Xredle . .- to say, " andy' i a g-reat favoul'itc 
with thr you nger ge neratio n-so mueh so that during the 

or nation ce lebration be wa invited to oprn a Childr en 's 
T ea Party! .John al. ·o went along-, hut merrly to lend moral 
, up port! 
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Co rnin g- to the C la violi 1w, .) ohn ha · ber 11 touri1w tlw cir ­
·uit with this ele tronic ke yboard for the pa ·t three or four 

years, finding that it gives addrd tonal quality and tonr 
co lor to what are .-0111etinw · rather .-mall or o·an · : on mu ·t 
bear iu mind that with the except ion of Tooting and 
W altham ·tow, whic-h arr 4-1-:1-and 3-12 n::;pettiwly, thr 
Granada orga n range from 5 to 10 ranks. 

Every year nt tlw Granada, Tooting \_111eri('a11 vari ty 
a nd film ·tars HppPar in Sunday el; brit y eonc·e l'ts, and 
t:•ach time John ha · bePn at the Wurlitzer to help them 
a lon °·, whilst the or ·he. trn ha.- a breatlwr. i tar~ wh hav 
appeared at this famous theatre include The Andr ew 8i;;t­
t' l' ·, Frankie Laine, the lat e 'annen Miranda, Betty Hutton, 
Guy ::Vlitchell , Ma1·tha Raye , Danny Kaye , an 1 .J hnny Ra) ' . 
Danny Kaye was thr onl y one taken for a Tide on the con­
so le, whilst J ohnuy Ray had a " ba .-h" at the manual ·. With 
the introduction of 'ommercial Televi ion to Britain, and 
the Granada 0 To up ns an operator, it i po;;:-;ible that there 
may be occa. ion for m·gan pot. · by J obn ~[adiu and the 
other player of the c ir cuit. ::Vfeanwhile, he ha s a lr eady ap ­
peared on B.B. . TPlevi . ion with an electr ni c or o·an . 

0 Teat believer in tourin° · (hence hi •io·n ature tune " 
\f a nd'1 ·ing l\lin::;trf'l'') John ha . vi . ited ·e •era] tountrie , 
in cludin g- Finland, wh<:•1·e a friend a. k ed him to play "God 
'ave t he Queen" in tlw State Tational Churc h, and he was 

the fir t British thrntr-e or 0 ·anist to broadca t fr m Hebinki, 
on a Hammond. He has rnad(" two trip on thP "Q uern 
)Cary " as Ha111111ond organist on the run to ~ew York and 
back, when he tried to cover a · many plates a · pos ·iblc 
durin° · the twrnty-fo ur· hour turn r und in New 'fork, even 
manag 'ing to return with an ac·cent Jio·htly flavoured with 
Americ-an twang! · 

La -t year aw ,John M::i<lin be ome a hi-fi euthu ·iast 
po . .-ibl y becau ·r of the B.B. . commencino · F ![ Tran ·mi . -
;;ion::;, and part ly perhap , so that he can li ten with a 
cr itica l ear to him. ·e lf and hi . fe ll ow 01·ganist ·· on di ·e. One 
\\'onde r · whether he a l;;o plan. to record hi · own broad a ·t ' 
and play them hac-k throu 0 ·h hi , equipment, whieh I arn 
g iYen to under ·tand i. arnono- the be t in the ountrv. Dur­
ing the latter pa rt of 1955, ,John made bi fir t LP 1·e~ord OH 

the Tooting org-an, for ' \ enture s in ound," and hy th 
time the e word::; RPI ra ,· in print it will doubtle · hav e b en 
rel e.-red in the States . 

But despite his ability a.- n theatre orga.ni t, John Madin ' 
fir t love is sti ll the Chun- h organ, and h e enjoy · givin o· 
recitals when the opportunity ari ·e ·. One which o·ave him 
partieul.-ll' p lPasu re wa . at it. 1 tephen' s , '\Valbrook, a 
famous \\ yren lrnl'(•h. Ile i. h norary organi :-;t for a . chool, 
and a willing- <lPputy fo1· an) local Ch ur ch in need of an 
l)rg;anist. 

Oh yes! Hobbies. Tourin around with his Hillman car , 
squ1: sh in the winter, and .-wimm in g in th e mnmei·. But 
helie, ·r it o r believe it not , hr al.-o lik es Chine .~e Patienc" ! 
An amb iti on ,? .John often wi ·he s that organists eou ld br 
exchan°·ed o that, say, English organi t ould int ercban g 
with their col leagues in Holland, Fran e, Denmark, 'anada , 
a nd the "Gnited tate . . He fee ls that in thi way, not on ly 
w ould the popularity of the theatr or 0 ·an be greatly helped, 
but also that it would h elp to ·reat a more friendl) · atmo .-­
phere among the musicians, and even, p rhap , amongst 
the peopl s of tlw world. 
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