
classic. 
In the Louis Armstrong theme 

"Sleepy Time Down South" Hy­
man's playing is primarily suppor­
tive. The muddy registrations are de­
signed to blend into the woodwork. 
Even Dick's brief solo stints are sub­
dued, though interesting. Anything 
exciting is left for Ruby. ''When My 
Sugar Walks Down the Street" is '20s 
fun with string stings a la George 
Wright. Most palatable, but the beat 
is lost in the miking strategies. "When 
I Fall in Love'' is a memorable ballad 
- and all Braff - nevertheless, Hy­
man's lightly tremmed ensemble ac­
companiment is most satisfying. 

Wurlitzer percussions provide a tasty 
intro for '' Apple Blossom Time,'' 
and when Dick takes a solo, the Glock 
licks serve him admirably. Ruby rides 
along about a beat behind while the 
organ plays melody notes. It's heady 
stuff. 

''Louisiana'' has a nice bounce and 
lush Wurlitzer strings. For a while 
both men are swinging, but not quite 
together. Hyman supplies a "Nola" -
type beat, and then switches to a 
"boogie" solo. The two wind up the 
proceedings sounding like a big band. 
"High Society" is the closest thing in 
the album to hot jazz. Ruby Braff's 
cornet rides rough-shod over Dick's 
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most imaginative improvisations, but 
the performance must have been a 
proverbial barn burner for the live au­
dience in the auditorium. "As Long 
As I Live'' may not win many con­
verts to the theatre organ for its jazz 
beat. Pedal notes are completely lost. 
The end result is bounce without 
drive. 

Taken as a whole, the quality of 
playing on this recording is exception­
ally fine. Recalling the words of lyri­
cist Katherine Lee Bates, one might 
say that every musical note in Ameri­
ca, The Beautiful is a gem ''. . . from 
C to shining Cl'' 
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