
THE THEATRE ORGAN IN BRITAIN: II 

WEIK 'l'H E BRITf SH Js u .::=c; ha ve 11e,·er been fortunat e 
euougb to en count er the number of r eally big unit organ which 
on e find in th e key theatr es of th e Unit ed Stat e , bu t it i . 
regrett:ible to hea r that o m:-1ny of them ar e in poor li11pc 
th es da ys. 

Our a\ ·erng c cin ema org,111 may IJe tak en as of to l O unit 
- not very h1rge, p erliaps , hut ·ufficient fol' some <'xcellent 
r esult s to be obtain ed. At t l1e top of th e scal e st::rncl th e 
Christi e at tlie Regal ( now Ocleon ) , MaTbl e Arch , London, a 
4 manual with 30 unit ( 36 rank s ) , built in 192 a1Hl till n 
fine instrum ent. C'omparn ble tl ual-purpo e organ wer e buil t 
by Compton and Hill, Norman & Bea rd ( th e Christi e :firm) fo r 
th e CiYic Auditorium · at outhampton and Brighton, and a 
lightly mall er one by Compton for Bourn emouth, but although 

equipp ed as fully -fledged cinema organ s, th ey can hanlly be 
cla ell a such, and ,1re not tak en into account her e. Still 
maller dual -purpos e Compton · wel'e made for th e Town H all 

of L ewi ham and Wimhleclon. 
Fiv e unit s le th an th e M arbl Ar ·h org a n, i · th e B.B. C. 

Moll er Th eatr e Organ , with 25 unit s ( 27 nmk ) which took 
t he pl ace of th e d tro ye d Compton of 22 unit s ( 23 rnnk s ) . 
Th ere ar e two instrum ent s with 21 unit ·, a Compton nt th e 
Diwi Th entr e, roydon , and a Wurlitz er at th e rrroracl ero , 
El ephant and Ca tl e, Lo11don. With 20 unit s ar e th e Wurlitz er · 
of th e EmpiT e, L eicest er qu ar e, and th e Paramount (now 
Ocleon ) , Manch est er , ancl tln ee Con acher ha ,0 ing 22 ac tu al 
rm1k , a t Wimbl edon , Nottingh am and Hull. l nfortunat ely , th e 
latt er was dam aged during th e wnr , and ha s inc e been r ernovecl. 
At 19 unit ar e t he Wurlitz er s of the N ewcnstl e and T, eels 
P ar amount ( now Ocl on ) Th e:-1 t re , and the pr cdou 1~, men
tion ed Compton a t heph ercl' Bu sh Pavilion , London , whicli 
w::i di smai1 tl e 1 f ollowing d ;ima ge by enem:, n ction , ha s ·in cC' 
bee n di po eel of . Wh a t app e,1 r to be anoth r 19 unit Compton 
can be found at Dr eam l.1 nd Cin ema , Margat e, but in fart thi s 
has hut 6 unit , th e oth er 13 being ''s tr aight ' rank from an 

n.rJi r orga 11. 

omin g t1own to J 7 unit , we t:Oulcl :find nntil a fe w yea rs 
ago a Jardin e nt the toll 'ThC'a tre, K ing •wf1~•, London , wl1icl1 
r epl ace d a ' ' trnight ' ' orgnn Ly t h ·nme build er , wbil at 16 
unit ar e th e Wurli t zer 1-1t th C' Gnum on t 8t nt e. Kilburn , Lon clon; 

. . . B';J Jra nk fiar e 

Cornptons at th e Odeon, L eices ter quar e, Loudon ( 17 rankE , 
and th e Th e::itre Royal, Dublin , and a Fitton & H aley uni:fieci. 
r ebuild of a ' ' straight' ' organ at the Cecil, Hull. The th eatr e 
ancl organ were complet ely destro ye d in th e war , but a new 
cin ema wa s built during 1955 , and a :fine 3-manual , 15-rmik 
organ ha be en in tall ed. 

Limitation of pace pr event mention of oth er org:-1 ns : suffice 
t o a~• th at a t th e outbr eak of ,var them wer e thr ee with 15 
unit s, eyen with 14 unit , nin e with 13 unit s all(l twenty with 
12 unit s. Continuing clown th e scal e, unit by unit, th e numh ers 
in cr ease until we come to th e glut of 8 unit :jobs, after whidt 
th ey ag ain decr ease until we r eac l1 th e bottom of the cal e, 
wh er e th ere ar e half a dozen tiny in trum ent s of but 4 unit , 
r epr esenting all thr ee leading mak es- Wurlitz ers , Compton all(l 
Chri sti e. 

Only one cin ema org a n- that of th e Ocleou, L eicest er qu:n e 
- remain s with 5 manual s, sin ce th e B.B.C . Moll er lo 0 t it s 
fifth in f a \·our of an electronic ' laYioliu e. In both ca e th e 
top manual wa s a ''c oupl er ,' ' haYing no Teh1y of it own, bu t 
coupling oth er malluals to it a t vari ou pitcl1es . Ton al p ercus -
ion s ai· usu ally arnilabl e on uch manuals , anu in ome case 

extra conta cts ar e fitted und er th e key to enabl e ome indi 
\·i lual ·tops to lJe play ed. Of th e 30 organ s with f our ma11uals, 
thr ee of which wel' des tro yed and two damag ed in th e war , 
about lrnlf hacl four orthodox manuals , th e oth er half ha vin g 
coupl er top manual . P erhap th e two m ost unu sual four 
nrnnual cin ema organ s in England are th e ·wurlitz er a t th e 
Granada , rrooting , wh ere th e fourth manu al operat e ton a l 
percu ssion s and traps onl y, and the Conacb er at th e Pl nza , 
Co,·eutry , whi ch has but unit . 

Approxim at e!:· 200 organ s of two manual s wu e irnst:-illet1, 
but ther e a re not now quit e so man y, as a uumh C'l' were cle-
tro ye d or r emo, ·ed, a Hl in seYeral ca e a third ( usuall y 

coupl er ) m anual wa s add ed la ter. Th e larg e numb er of org an 
remaining haYe t hr ee ma nmtl s, frequ C'1tly iHclucling a cou1l er: 
whidi , thou gh le s de ir abl e thm1 ,1 normal manu al, ha it u e 
a nd i worth y of in clu sion wher e f uud ar e limit ed. Auel ap art 
from that , it do es conv ey to th e a uclience an impr es ion of 
'' mightin es , ' ' e, en though b hind th e grill e th ere may be 
on]:,· fiw• rm1ks of pip e blowing th eir hea c1' off! 

ERRATA 
No one i · p erf ect ; th e "111auufac turin o·'' d epartm ent , f un c
tionin g a thou sand mil e.· from th e edit orial department , 
·011,etirne · h a· t o u ·e it · own limit ed jud gment in la .·t min

ut e corr ection s, or tran .·lation · of in t1·ucti on , and perb ap 
it' · ju -t plain stupid ,:-e:orneti.rne ·. In an y •a!:ie th e fo llowin g 
corre ction s and additi on .· ·hould ·er ve to c-onect any fa lse 
impr e.·~iou · reader s rna~- han °·lea ned fro m the Ar .·t two 
i ·ue . of TH E TIBI A. 
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Pi ccolo ( Tibi a I ) 4' 
Pa g e 9 : Photo is of Mary Dobh · Tuttl e at th e to n ole of tl1e 

I sis vVurlitz er. 
Pa g e 13 : Aft er Don Bak er, 4m / 24r , not 3m 2-h. 
Pa ge 14 : P aul Car son , not Gar on. 
Vol. I , No. 2 
Pa g e 1 : Author of a rti cle on p::i.ge 10 i1- J rulil ·walt on, not 

Ro~- Gori sh . 
Pa ge 7 : Sh erri , Marl ey is a manu fac tur er of reco rding s for 

fun eral p a rl c r ·, and should appen r in , mall t:·p e followin g 
Remington . 

At le a -t, th er e wer e le ·s cone ction s in \ ' ol. I , X o. 2 than 
th er e were fo r Yol. I , No. 1, which m ay prove that w e'r e 
g etting bett er. o far w e haven ' t heard of an v enor in 
Yol. I, Xo. 3, but w e hav e our fin g er cro s:Secl (which mav 
a cco unt fo r any errnr s in our Errata ) . '\Ye 'll try not to g~ t 
ennti c mix e :I up with eroti c ( in pellin g , th a t. is . ) . 

T h e Jlfa1111f a c t11ri11r1 n epartm en t 

TIB IA • WINTER , 1957 




