
DENVER, COLORADO. Th e newly r efur
ui she l Den rn r Auditorium reop ened with 
out th e fine old ( 1917 ) 4m/ 35r Wurlitz er 
Hop e-Jo ne U nit Or chestra. 'When th e pl:i Hs 
to r b uil d the '' Old Barn '' wer e mad e 
kn own t o th e publi c, ri f uror result ed oYer 
the a rchit ect ' decisio ,1 to n band on tl1e 
or ga n . Pu blic ind ig nat ion led to a meeting 
with the Mayor durin g whi ch it wris an 
noun ced th a t the or ga n would be utiliz c1 
aga in ·with modifica tio11s. N ow th a t the 
lust ha et tl ed afte r th e gutting of the 
buil din g and all th e shin y n w equi pment 
ii! th er e to deli ght ih e eye and ea r ( th e 
th ea tr e ha been p ro clriim ecl au at:oust ic 
success ) , it is all too evid ent that wlrnte Yel' 
con iderat ion was gi ven to th e or ga n w:is to 
no ava il. At pr ese nt, th e orga n is tli s
assembl ecl bac k-stage ( n di sasse mbli11g 
whi ch mu t l1ave cost th e cit y n co11sid er 
abl e um ) wher e it prol rnbl :); will r enrnin 
un t il it s fu tu re is dec id ed .... Writ es Ro y 
Gori sh '' One old movie orga n still tl1rob
bin g away in Denver- th e P :u amouu t 
4m/ 20r. ' ' 

REN 'ELAER, I NDIAN A. Our fe llow mem 
be r , J err y Cri ts er , bns nrri ved b ack aft er 
nea rl )' thr ee yea r in En gla nd witli th e 
Ameri ca n Air F orce . With a Telefunk en 
mic r opho11e and :rn Ampex r ecord er , J err y 
ha reco rded seYera l of th e Briti sh organ 
ist s I lay in g ome of th e finest orga ns OYCr 
t here . Thi s mate r ia l is soon to he a v:dl::tl le 
comme r cially on hi s own label. Outst anding 
in th e gro up of org: :mi ts is a ma n well 
kn own t o bot h Bri t i h a nd Ameri ca n :1 udi 
enc , St uar t B ani c, who se retir ement f rom 
t he field was a gr ea t lo s t o both countri e . 

tuart B an ie, who se name should be ac
comp ani ed wit h Mu .D., Pl1.D ., wa s tutor ed 
by Robe r t H ope- Jon es, th e inv entor of the 

Uni t Or chestra. 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. St an K ann who is 

t ill a sp otlight att ra ction at th e console of 
the 4m/ 36r Wurlitz er in th e Fox Th ea tr e 
pl ay in g '' thr ee-a- day'' writ es th a t his 
Mig ht y Wurlitz er i fin ::illy in st alled in 
Rugg eri ' s Rest aur ant and was cledi at ed 
on Decemb er 20th -a n openin g ni cely tim ed 
f or th e mi d-yea r c0Jwe11tion of th e Am eri 
can Guild o·f Org ani st s who have had a 
dinn er a t Rugg eri ' s-th e Wurlitz er beino · 
a fe atu re d a t t r act ion . Th e or gan is a re
build and enl arg em nt ( 3rn/ 16r ) of th e 
Lo ew 's 'l'h ea t re in t all a tion in St . Loui . 
An Engli sh Hom ha s been add ed :1s well 
as a piano wbi ch will be amplifi ed . Th e 
in t ::ill at ion has been in th e lrnnd s of pro 
fess ion al org an men , and St an f eels that it 
should be an out st anding success . 

SAN AN'l'ONIO, TEXAS. Olcler org an en 
t ltusi.a t s will reca ll E ARL ABEL, who , start 
in g with a hmnln .rg er st and wh l'n th e 
ta lki es di<l away with tl.ie or ga u , now own s 
a sup er -deluxe r est au ra n t in Sau Antonio , 
T exas . H e used to pl ay th e big th ea 1 res in 
Chi cago :mcl la t er th e B rookl yn Paramount 
with Rud y V allee . It was good to hea r 
fr om Mr . Ab el wh o enj oy THE TIBIA and 
we ar e lookin g forw ard t o a futu re Profil e 
on one of th e org ani t who help ed mak e 
or gHn hi stor y- ' ' E arl A bel rai sin ' CAIN 
at th e ViTurlit zer. '' 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. L as t ovemb er your 
Edit or spent a mo st delightful e, e11ing w_ith 
1Jl ii;s V enida J 01ws n ud her charnnng 
moth er r enum scing about clays wh en 
Venida , '' Queen of t he Console,'' wa s 
brnaclca ting th e big Kilg en over KMOX , 
St . Loui . V enid a ' s lo, e for th e org an is 
reflect ed in her p erform ances at th e console. 
S uch eve ning l a all too qui ckly nnd it 

:J!,,e dupp/'J o/ pipe organd won 'l 

go on /orever--..Keep in/ormeJ 
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ELECTRONIC MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS 

By 

Richard H. Dorf 
In one big volume, you can now learn all 
about the intricacies of commercial electronic 
organs, including the Al len, Baldwin, Conn
sonata, Hammond , Minshall-Estey, Lowrey 
Organo, and others, together with many 
smaller instruments. Constructional details on 
the author 's Electronorgan and the simpler 
Thyratone show you how to build one of 
these fascinating instruments for yourself. 
A compilation in book form of the author's 
articles in Radio Electronics, brought up to 
date and with many additions. Price $7.50 
(Foreign, $8 .00) . 

Customary discounts to dealers and distributor s 

RADIO MAGAZINES , INC., Book Division, Dept . T 
P. 0. Box 629, Mineola , N. Y. 

Please send me . .. .. . copies of Dorf's ELECTRONIC MUSICAL INSTRU -

Name 

MENTS . I enclose check D money order D for $7.50 each 
(Foreign, $8.00 ). 

Address ... .. ............ . .............. . .......... . . .. . . ..... . ..... . ... . 

City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Zone . . . . . . State ..... . ........ . .. . 

was 1: 30 a .m . when the writer st epped out 
into th e fog- lad en str eet to hail a taxi
nnd to th e tra ins of :1 Mozart symphony. 
' · Say , f ellow , you eujoy good musi c, don't 
you ,'' '' I sur ely do , ' ' he r epli ed. '' Th e 
oth er night I drnv e to a qui et part of town 
. o I could sit flnd eujoy a half hour broad 
r n t of J esse Crawford . Th e org an is my 
fir st loYe and some clay I hop e to be abl e 
to pl ay 011e. ' ' Thu s an introduction to 
Vii IL LIAM JOHAN . You can never t ell wh ere 
or ·when ~l r eal organ enthu sia t will slww 
up . 

TORONTO, CANADA . .. . Cleal an Bl akely 
writ es : ''L ast week (Oct. , '5 5), I wa iu 
'l'orouto orn rnigl1t , o I clrop1 eel in to see 
BOBBY JONES and th e ODEON org an. Can 
you im agin e a th eH tr e in this clay and ag e 
putting a hug e pl1otograph of th e organist 
rit th e COllsole ( bigg er than li fe ize) right 
1mcler th e marqu ee, fea turing th e Org an 
Int erlud es ?' ' 

JA CKSON, MICHIGAN. From Bro . Andr ew 
Cor sini comes :111 int c resti11g human int er est 
st ory by Fr eel Kru se to "·it : On th e oc
casion of my last crill at t l.ie Mi chigan Stat e 
Pri son at Ja ckson , Dou Young, th e musical 
<1ir ector , took me in to ee th eir th eatr e 
org an , that ha s just been put in working 
c:ondition by a coupl e of th e convicts. I 
found it to be a two manu al WuTlitz er of 
about 8 rank with xylophon e, chim es, and 
Glockenspi el. 'I'hc p edal f ea tur es a l 6' 
Diaphon e. Thi s in strum ent also has a roll 
pl ay ing atta chm ent. Th eir libr ary of rolls 
fe a tur ed quit e a f ew J esse Cr awford num 
ber s. Th ey pla ye d n coupl e of rolls for me 
and th ey r ea lly sounded gr ea t. It was quite 
weircl to hea r th e org an pla ying, consol e 
li i up , th e expr ession shutt ers moving open 
fllicl clos ed, r egistration being chang ed ... 
nll with no one on th e bench . Unfortun at ely 
( ~) th er e ar e no org anists availabl e in the 
brig at thi s tim e, so th ey hav e to rely 
hag ly on th e pla ye r rolls. 

I wond er if it would be possible that 
somewhere among the many organ fans, 
that som e one might know where rolls 
could be obtain ed . May be I'm a sap , but 
T f eel son y for th e poor devils who worked 
so hard to get thi instrum ent ba ck into 
shap e, and would lik e to help th em to this 
ext ent . Th e mu sical dir ector wants to fea 
ture th e org an on one of th e bro a dcas ts 
over tl1e loca l t a tion from th e prison. 
In cid ent a lly, th er e is a bronz e plat e on th e 
con ole t a ting th at th e org an was donat ed 
tv th e prison by th e moth ers of inm at e . 

Thi s organ , comm ents Roy Gorish, was 
origi)lall y Wurlitz er , Opu s 1505 inst all ed 
in th e Univ ersit y of Mi ami , Cor al Gabl es, 
:E'lorida in N oYem ber of ] 926. Originall y , 
this wa s a t y le ' 'Sp ecial B ' ' ( a ' 'B ' ' 
being a 2m/ 5r Wurlitz er) . in ce it wa a 
''Sp ecial ,'' it is lik ely that it may hav e 
been a rank la rg er . In Jul y of 1928, th e 
organ was pur chased by and moved to th e 
Ett a Th ea tr e in Ocala, Florid a . In F ebru
ar y, 1932, th e Wurlitz er Co. r ebuilt and 
nl a rg cl this org an to be in st alled in th e 

St a te Prison iu Ja ckson, Mi ch. At this 
tim e it wa enl arg ed to a '' special E ' '
as Fr ed Kru se tat es-thi s amount ed to it 
Geing a 2m/ 8r organ with a pl aye r a tt ach 
ment. 

WASHI1 GTON, D . C. Your Editor had th e 
tim e of hi lif e at Cer e ' Re taur ant , 
Vi1a.shington , D . C., wh ere MILT SLOSSER 
eJitert a in s a t hi s H ammond and thre e L esli e 
speak er s. Th e respon e of th e pa trons 
prov ed th a t Milt rontinu es to captinit e hi 
a udi ence just a s he did wh en he perform ed 
fr om th e '' Might y Wurlitz er '' in St . Louis , 
Memphi s, and at the Capitol in Washington 
. .. An hour with Musi c Division of the 
Congr ession al Librar y, wh er e, after check 
ing th e card indic e on organs and organ
ists, be loug ed for an opportunit y to spend 
clay on end r ear ching. 

TIBIA • WINTER, 1957 




