
An Interesting Hobby 
Building Miniature Consoles 

That an organ console is a thing of beauty can­
not be denied. In the living room of Venida 
Jones re poses an ex act duplicate , in miniature , 
of the big 4m Kilgen from which she regularl y 
broadcast in the studio of KMOX St . Louis . Fin ­
ished in eb o ny black , like the or igin al , it is a 
most delightful obj ect to behold. Some on e mus t 
have spent many painstaking hours carving , 
gluing and what not. Bill Bunch of Aeolia n 
Skinner and a member of the Eastern Mass . 
Chapter of A.T .O .E. is likewise gifted with the 
art of modeling organ consoles. I know, because 
he produc ed a model from the mouth-piece . Up 
in Unionvill e, Ontario Canada, there is ano ther 
ch ap who has perfected the ar t . So , we asked 
Mr. Venus to tell us about his interesting hobby . 

BA Y I~ 193 , my brother, Alfred, a ked me if I would 
like to vi it a fricn l of hi by th nam of harlie 
·\Yright who lived in th we t end of 1\Iontreal. My 

brother , who i int re . ted in organ and never mi .. ·e the 
pportunity of inv tigating them, became friendly with 
harli Wri 0 ·ht who had played th organ for the Papineau 

Theatre in l\lontrcal until it wa l ed d wn when 'talki ' 
t k ver . 

I had heard a lot about Char lie who liv d with hi mother 
in a four-r om fl.at on the econd floor at the other ide of 
t wn and it seem that h, had plll'cha ed a pipe-or 0 ·an and 
had it in hi living room. By akinO' out the front window 
and using a block and tackle, harlie and the mover finally 
O'Ot it in . ide but not befor removin° · all the ro ette. and 
fi 0 ·uri1ws. A lfr d, havinO' been invited over to ee the or 0 ·an 
thou 0 ·ht I too would be intere ted. Littl did he know, ( or, 
in fa t, little did I kn w), that that unday afternoon' 
vi it to ee harlie would be the tart of a venture with me 
which ha tak n me to many pla e and ha . b en th cau e 

f rnc ting o many pe ple in the organ field . 
I' ll alway remember anivin° · at Charlie and wonderinO' 

h w on ea~-th any ne could put a pipe rgan in a fl.at. I 
oon found out . On openin° · the door at the top f the 
tair s, I wa s onfronted with the trange t contraption I 

had eyer een, and wa · informed in great detail that thi 
wa . a J ip organ . Pi1 e were lin ed up everywhere . On 
row a 0 ·ai n t the ·wall wa connected with an arr ay of wire 
an l, \\"hen th e key wcr pre . ed down out ame quite an 
a. 0rt111ent of . ound . Even Alfred wa impre d. 

'Iher wa .' a phone hook-up on th organ from which 
harlie cal led hi mother and a k d her to om in. he wa 
nly in the next room but that didn t matter. J use havinO' 

a 'I hone n th oro·an i it didn't work . l\fr .. Wri 0 ·ht'. only 
mrnent to her n' req ue t to om in wa "We ll, at lea t 

I know wh ere he i anyway .' 
I wa fa cinat 0 d by the maze of wir e. and pipe. ; al. o 

th 'oro ·an °·o ip between Alf and Char lie that I too im­
mediately cau 0 ·ht the bug and decided I had to hav one of 
the e organ . . Of cour e, I had not reckoned with my l\Iom 
and Dad. It eem d that th ey too liked to hear the organ 
but on ly if it wa. p layed in som p lace ot her than their 

12 

home; but, finally after a lot of maneuvering, lfred an d 
I acquir d a reed organ . 

Alf wa familiar with orga n , having wor ked on ·om 
of the local one . , o, with hi . kn -..vled 0 ·e, we rebuilt our 
fir t on and although it wa goo d for a reed organ, it till 
wa n't a pipe organ . o we had to connect UJ a rank of 
pipe . 

l\Iy intere t wa. · uch that I ju t had to know mor e about 
the pip organ and ·pent much of my time around every 
avai lab le organ in 1\Iontreal. But it wasn't until 1941 ·whe n 
I lef t for England that my opportunity came to see and 
hear ome of the fine t organs in Eng land . I felt, a many 

f n · did at that time, that the ,Y ar woul l not la t lon 
and so decided to u e all my ·pare time eein °· fir t han 1 
all the more noted oro·an and hearing ome f the 0Teate t 
theatre organi t · pla y . But , a. you a ll know the "\Tar la . te d 
. omewhere around four year. a nd thi length f time 0 ·ay 
me the pportunity to fami liarize myse lf ·with organ rn 
that country . 

One out t:u1cling trip I'll alway · remember -.....-a to Llan ­
dudno in North \\ '" ale to h ar and ee Reginald Foort' 
giant loller oro·an. One rea on for thi memory i that n 
my return trip 
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I met the girl I late r married . 'r tliink h 
wondered then if all Canadian were a 'organ nutty' a I 
wa ·-trav llin g all thi di tanc ju ·t to ee an organ. , h 
t ill think there i ·omething di connecte 1 up on top he­

cau . ·e I till travel out of my way to ee an rgan . 
The organ at the Gaumont tate Theatre in Kilburn , 

Lond n, England wa one of my favourite top s. On 
rea on wa I fe lt that I knew the organ o ·well ha-..·ing­
li tened to so many of , idney Torch' record .· back home . 
The organ ·was ker t in such g-ood r epa ir, a wer e nearl y 

Author puts finishing touches on his min iature Wurl itzer . 
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(Lef t) C loseup v iew of miniature Atlan t ic Ci ty Aud itor ium con sole. (Right ) Miniature of the 4m / l 6r Wurlitz e r from the Ga u­
mon t Sta te Thea tre organ in Ki lburn , London 

all the theatre organ at tha t tim e, the con ole havin g b en 
new ly pain ted . Thi wa th organ th a t fir. t in. pired me 
to build a model. 

It wa .· af teT I bad retume l home and had finally decided 
th pipe organ whi ch I had dreamed of wnin° · eem d 
farther avvay than , er that I ame to the concl u ion the 
be. t I could do fo r now wou ld be to bui ld a model. The 

am nont tate orO'::t.n eemed th ideal one a I had pent 
o much tin1e ther e. f ter ons iderin °· that th ke~, ,\'Oul l 

be the sma lle. t point of th or 0 ·an in view, I decid ed that 
½ inch to a foot would b the id eal cale; th e whit e k ~·­
w re. to be made of lin d paper with the black key mad e of 
dyed wood. 

,Y m·kin g from a caled drawin° ·, ver y thin g wen t fin 
until I wa ready to I ut th e cro ll work and trim on the 
fro nt d ·e when to my di may I fo und that ther wa not 
enough room for th :fine carvin g . After a lot of inquirie 
I di .·co\·ered an or 0 ·an in Europe that wa s a clo · duplicate 
of the Ga umont organ . o, u. ing the ca e of the one organ 
with the detai led stop- li tin g and other chan 1 tcri tic of 
the aumo nt , I built my fir t model. 

T o get th fee l of th e theatr e stage, the ca. e icle are 
lin d in red velvet p leated to look th e same a ta g drape . : 
th corner upport for th e g la cont ain two set of light . 
in thre different colour s- r ed, blue and whit e. Th e e li 0 ·ht 

onn ect through a witch and cable to the ba ~·ement ,vhe1·e 
th - ·ontTol box i itu a ted . Thi box contain a rnoveabl 
rheo . tat and thr ee cam whe el runnin g· fro m an old tran-
cri1 tion ph nogr ap h motor. For «:ffect in a r oom \\'ith ub ­

dued light the coloured light in the organ ca e bri 0·bten 
up to fu ll then fa de out a the next colour come. on and 
the effe ·t i Rimilar to th at of an m·o·an on . tage in a la1·g 
theafre. 

A .· tim e went by I fe lt that the large t orga n in the world 
,vould be a r ea l challenge but a the Gau mont organ had 
taken o\~er a month to build in my par time and week­
end . , I wa . ur th a t to do a good job th i \Yould take much 
lon° ·er. It did- ix "" ek fu ll tirn . 

It came about la t "'\\~int er when an ld knee injur y, 
re ultin g from th e War , which I had to have in a ca t kept 
me from work. I thought this wou ld be a chance to , tart 
on th Atlantic it y Auditori um organ . o after much 
co1Te.-pond ence and infor mation photograph s and p lau , 
thank. · to th e per onne l of the Auditorium , I ta rted on the 
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key board ·. Th e e a lone took two week · to get th e PXH<·t 
duplicate f the ori gi nal· till u. ino· 1/2-in b-to-th -fo t 
cale and paper for th e whit e keys and bir chw ood for th e 

black key . Th e contr ol butt ons und er th keyboard ar 
made r om heep kin, punched out to ize, dyed and 
touched up with paint. Th e ca. e work i. mad e of mahogan y 
and waln u t, :finished to 1 ok like the ori ginal. 

The mai n idea in th models i t keep a lo ·e to th 
orig in al a i po . ible and the fini . hed product is mo t 
rewa1·ding. I ha \'e been collect ing in fo rmati on and photo ­
grap hs for future 111odel.· and have p lan drawn up or th 
next one whi h I hope to start o n. 

Th e id ea of havin g a r ea l pipe Ol'ga n ha .- not been for­
gotte n by any mean and I am st ill wor kin g toward . thi 
end . In the 111eanti111e, I find that buildin g model of or 0 ·an 
i an extr emely .-ati ·fy in °· hobb y and make.- a very r ea listi c 
::i.tmo phere in my or o·an world . 

The two miniature consoles in their glass enclosed cases w ith 

p hotog raphs of the original organs . 
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