
Dwight Thomas 

Dwight remembers well the first time he heard a theatre 
organ. He was fourteen and happened upon the Paramount 
Music Palace in Indianapolis. Bill Vlasak was at the organ, 
and the music left a lasting impression on the young man. 
Seven years later Richmond conventioneers were privileged 
to hear Dwight in a cameo spot during Lyn Larsen's concert 
at the Byrd Theatre. 

Dwight has a firm background in music, having begun pi
ano studies at the age of five. He will graduate next year with 
a degree in Piano Pedagogy from Butler University. While a 
junior in high school, he approached John Ferguson at the 
Paramount Music Palace seeking information for a report 
he was doing on theatre organs. He subsequently began tak
ing lessons from John, and after studying for four years, 
Dwight was the overall winner of the Young Artists Compe
tition this year. He can be heard regularly playing at the 
Paramount Music Palace and continues to study with John. 

WALT STRONY 
IN THE MOOD 

A brand new release , presen ting the 4/25 Mesa Organ 
Stop Wurlitzer a t its very finest . Cassette insert incl ude s a 
color photo of the Art Deco co nsole . 

In The Mood . Somewhere Over The Rainbow . Twelfth Street Rag . 
Lara 's Theme from " Or. Zhivago ". Music Box Dancer . How Great 
Thou Art . Slc.ughter On Tenth Avenue , Le Jazz Hot, Serenade from 
"The Student Prince ", Under The Double Eagle . 

Ava ilab le In Cassette Tape On ly (ERB 102-CT) 
S 11.00 Postpa id 

Organ Stop Pizza, 2250 W. Southern Ave., Mesa, AZ. 85202 
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He is also studying classical organ with Dorothy Scott and 
classical piano with Dorothy Munger. 

Dwight feels that traditional theatre organ stylings, rather 
than current pop songs, make for more effective material to 
perform on the theatre organ, and that the young people of 
today are more interested in the sounds of electric guitars 
than tibias. He sees theatre organ playing as a true art form 
that few people are qualified to teach. Among his favorite 
organists he lists Jesse Crawford, George Wright, Lyn Lar
sen and Bill Vlasak. 

Dwight sees himself, ten years from now, continuing to 
work in a pizza/pipes restaurant combination, traveling as a 
concert organist, teaching piano privately and working as a 
church organist. He can be reached c/o John Ferguson, 
10051 Greenbrook Trail - Apt. B, Indianapolis, Indiana 
46229. 
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