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I U PP O E I'I' i · only natural that on e. tak es a ·p e ial 
int er e.·t in peopl e from on e' own country , and , bein 0 n 
Y ork shir eman , I am proud that e\ ·eral well-known nam es 
in th e th ea tr e or g an world hail from . th er e, the mo ·t f amou 
in cludin g R e 0 -ina ld Dixon , Nevill e. 1\Ieale , Re g inald Porter­
Brown , H enr y roud son (from rny own it y Le ed. ) and 
Br yan Rodw ell who w;:i born at K i0 ·hle y in Jun e, 1929. 
\'\ ithin the la st fo,, y ear .· Br yan ha mad e ·uch a nam e fo r 
l1imself a . a theatre or o'ani . t that it i ea ·y to overlook the 
comparativel y . hOl't time he hrL bPen at the job. 

He fir . t took an intere .·t in piano mu ic at th e. a 0 'e of fo ur 
and co11nnenced trainin g ·ome four year .· later. He mad e 
hi s fir .·t puhli c appearanc e at ten, and a. time w ent by, 
play ed as both . olo and dance piani ·t, g·iving . everal pi ano 
broadca .-ts when he wa . thirteen . At fourteen he made an 
exten.-ivc tour with Henr y roud ·on ' . "Youth Sy1111 hon y 
Orcbe.-tn.1. " hortly afterward , Br y an . tarted or 0 'an le · on , 
becomin g a ·is tant 01' 0 ·ani t, and later or g ani s t, at the local 
Pari sh 'hurch , and in the com· e of vari u l'11gag e111ent , 
he o·an' n pian o and or g an recital at th Leed · Town Hall . 

It wa s in Leed s that Charle axb y introduc ed Br y an to 
th e cinema or 0 'an, and h e could no t have f ound a bett er in ­
.-trurn ent on v;hi ch to learn than the Od eon'.- fin e Vi urlitzer. 
i oon he wa s playin g g uc ·t date · at var iou . York. hire ancl 
Lanc as hire cinem as a . well a th e Tower Ballroom , Black ­
po ol, hut it ,va . af ter an a1 pcaran ce in Bradford in 1946 , 
that h e w a invi te 1 to join A s ociat ed Briti.-h Cinema . . IIP 
,rn.- p o.-ted to the Fornru , outhampton wh er e Rr g inald 
P rtr r -Brown had been u ch a en ·ation ju . t a few y enr s 
' arlie1·, and h e also did some t urin g a 0 'uc.-t or g ani.-t , un t il 
h i. tim e ca111e fo r call-up in to th e Ro ya l Air For e in 1947. 
B Ping att a chC'd to the R .A .F. cntral Band , h e wa able t 
contimw with 11111 ic, and ·whil e ·er vin g in Ge1'111any wa . 
inYit r d t o broaclca t over both the Briti sh F rc e. Ne tw ork 
nnd th e ~r., .D.h.. at Ha111bm 0 ' . In 19-! can e the fir .-t of 
hi.- m any broadca.-t on the B .B . . Th eatr e Or ga n . 

p on demob in 19-!9, he r ejoin ed .B. C . a t the Ritz , 
H el' efo nl , 1·emainin o· ther e, on on e of th e smalle s t r g an 
in Brit a in , until 1951 , when he le f t to fr clan e with a 
Hamm ond or 0 'a11 in York h ir e and DPvon. In ::\lar ch , 195~ 
h e j oi1wd Granada ThPatn' s ,1s re . idPnt or g ani . t at thPir 
East H a m th eatr e, playin °' for cin -va riet y in conjuncti n 

DISCOGRAPHY 
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353 . 50 -33- -6. THE BEA TIF UL GARDEK OF 
PRAYER: Th old Rugg cl ·ro (B nnar d ) , My fa ith 
look up to Th e ( Conv rs ) , Bl e. cl a uran ce (C rosby ) , 
:X car th e cro ( Doa n ) , What a fri end (C onver se) God 
lJe wW1 you ( 1'01J1, r ) , P eace, p rfect p ac ( Galbra it h ) i 
I 11eetl 'l'hee every hour (Doa ne) , weet hour of pr aye r 
( Rraclb 11ry ), Com y di con olat e ( W bb ), Th e beauti ­
ful gnnl en of pr:i yer ( ? ) , Goel will tak car e of yon 
( 1.'oni r ) , Now th e clay i orn r ( W eber ) Hol y, hol y hol) ' 
(lh;lc es), l, ai th of our fath er (H 1llY) . 

35-:1: .. 509- 12" -33-'5 6. BELOVED HYMN Abi c1 
with me ( Monk ) ..: nf e i11 th e Ann of .J u ( Doan ) 

Tl BIA • SPRING, 1957 

with his co-organ i ·th iani st Benund ,, orst er. in ce th e 
introduction of Cine111a cope , he ha · n alternat w ek s 
b en frequent ly tourin g t he circuit with well-r eceivr d or 0 ·an 
·olo s- so111e of thr111 straight-for,\ ·ard performan ce. without 
th e a.id of ·lid e ·. 

Of r ecPn t time Br y an ' · or g an hroadca.-t s han bPen 
au 0 ·rnented by x ce llent one' from the Granada at lapham 
Jun ction and Toot in o·, a .- we'll a · a f e.w from Ru gby for th e 
B .B . .'.- liclland i ervice, and a number on th e Harn111on<l. 
Briti h lis tener s alread y kno, the high s tandard of hi work 
in both th e cla · ical and rh y thm .-pher , bu t th ose wh o 
have not been able to per.-ona lly samp le hi: mu sical a bilit~ , 
may jud g e. from thr fa t that he ga incd the A .L. .1\1. a . 
lon g ag o 1: 19-!3, th e F .R .. 0 . in J 9.J.6, the L .R.A. I. (Pcrf. ) 
in 1947 , nncl th e Mu s. Ba e. deg n'e in 1950. 

T o -nd on a pPr ·onal note - Br y an live .- with hi.- wife and 
youno · dauo ·ht e r in th e ::\lan or Park d i.-tri ·t f Lond on , 
which he find s quit e handy for the Ea s t Flam Granada. Hi .­
signa tm ·e tunC'- tha t fH rnous ('\'E'q.,Tt'Pn " You M nclc l\fr 
Love You.' 

Bryan Rodwell at the Mighty Wurlitzer 

Bl e t b th e ti ( aeg eli ) , 1 mn prnyi.n g for you ( an­
k ey ) I lo,·c to t ell the tory ( F i~cl1 r) ometim e we '11 
u11cler tnn d ( ? ), No nig ht th re ( Danks ) i Rock of n. e: 
( Hasti ngs ) , J esu , nviour , pilot me (G ould ), L ad 
kindl y light ( Dyle s) , Hnv e Thin e own way Lord (, t eb ­
b ins ), J u call u ( Jud e ), H e lencl tl1 me (B ra db ur y ) 
Low • clivin e ( Zitncl el ) , I-Ii.aher n-rournl (Ga br-i l ) . 

3.-5. -] 0-L "- 3- 56 . DREAM OF PARADI E: 
N ern r my God to Th ee ( Ma son ) , J e· u loY r of my oul 
("Jlar clt ), Clo e to Th ee ( V ai l ) ]! nce to f < c ( rab ri el ) 
Beulnh land (C art er ) a, cl by gr ace ( t bb i n.·) , It i , 
well with my oul ( Bli ss ) oftl y , nd te ncl d y ( Tho mp ­
-~on ) , In th gar d n (Mil ~) Ju th weet by and bye 
( Von Til z r ) , he1h rcl 110\\ · me l1ow to ao (B r ack tt ) 
Oh. ge11tle pr e , nee ( F'is l1 r ) , Saw y e my ;i,·iour (Roo t ) , 
.Jesn lon • me ( Brn db11ry ) , 'iVh e n H corn th (R oot ) . 
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