
The Relay 
T o THE E DITOR: Gr ss ve rsus M aclea n ! 

Sin ce Qu en tin M aclea n , in hi s exce llent articl e in th e la te t TIBIA, 

ta kes some wel l-a im ed po tsho ts a t Jerr y C rit ser a nd m yse lf fo r o ur 
findin gs w hil e in hi · d e lig ht ful na tive la nd, I th oug ht it o nl y prop er 
to do a litt le rebuttin g. 

To di sp ut e th e hi sto rica l fac ts with so m eo ne w ho h ad so mu ch 
to <lo w ith th eir m akin g wo ul d be th e heig ht of fo lly . I ca n o nl y 
say th a t we used th e be t in forma tion we co ul d un ea rth in p repa r
in g th e arti cle . 

H oweve r, if th e "A ng licised Wu r lit ze r " is rea lly a m yth , h ow is 
Mr . Maclea n to exp la in th e strikin g di ffe rence w e imm edi atel y 
no ticed betw ee n th e E ng lish Wurlit ze rs a nd th ose h ere in th e 
U nit ed States? Perh aps, ra th er th a n bein g th e result of d eeds of 
co mmi ssion , it ca m e about beca u e M ess rs. Pea rce a nd Wri ght w ere 
too cont ent to ta ke th e toc k Wu r lit ze r in strum ent s as th ey ca m e. 
Af ter a ll, a m ajor to na l change ca n be b roug ht abo ut in any orga n 
bt uch simp le ca u es as a d iffe rence in w in d press ur e of a m ere 
inch or tw o, or a littl e extra we ig ht o n top of a r ese rvo ir . In a 
Wurlit ze r , th e reg ul a tion of th e tr emul ant s i a no th er cru cia l fac tor . 
G iven th e same o rga n , two expe rt fi ni . hers ca n prod uce entir ely 
unlik e res ult s sim ply by th eir reg ul ation of th e str eng th , qu alit y 
and balance of th e vari ous r ank s. 

By " I ushn ess" w e r efe rr ed no t to th 0 propo rti o n of Tib i::i~ a nd 
F lut es in th e stop l'ist, b ut to th e tonal w a rmth and vibr a ncy of th e 
wh o le ensem bl e. Im por ta nt co nsid era tions in pro du cin g a " lu sh ," 

over-a ll re ul t in clude th ad iu stm nt of th e va rio us win d pressur es, 
th e buil d in g aco ust ics a nd h utt er op nin gs th e am o unt of w eight 
in g u ed to prov ide inert ia o n top of th e re ervo ir s, ::ind th e tr emu 
la nt settin gs . On e f th e " lu shes t" o rga ns it h as bee n m y p leas ur e 
t o p lay is the Detro it Fox in strum ent - and as ca n :p la inl y be 
h ea rd on th e reco rd s, eve n th e E ng lish Pos t H orn is quit e " ri ch 
and lyrica l. " 

In clo . ing, it may be no ted th at th e M a kim Jon es' list proves 
beyo nd any d oubt th a t th e Troca d ero o rga n is a St yle 270 Sp ecia l. 
no t a P ubli x . o. 1. Onl y tw o o th er 270's w ere built , both fo r 
A ustr a lian th ea ters, so it wo uld h ard ly be acc ur a te to refe r to th e 
T roe as a stock America n Wurlit ze r . Th e P ubli x o . 1 m od el, of 
w hi ch th e Pa ra m ount , M a nch es ter w as o ne exa m ple, was a pop ul a r 
A m erica n top li t, w ith in sta lla tions a t De n ver and O akl and ac tu all y 
listed as P ubli x l o. 1 's a nd u pwa rd s of a doze n o th ers s im ply 
ca lled "Spec ia l 4 M a nu al" in th e list . Tt co nt ain ed : 

Main 

Tibia Clausa 8 ' - 15" 
Diaphon ic DiapasQn 16 ' - 15" 
Concert Flute 16' 
Dulciana 8' 
Viol d 'Orchestre 8 ' 
Viol Celeste 8' 
Solo String 8 ' 
Tuba Horn 16 ' - l 5" 
Clarinet 8 ' 
Vox Humana 8 ' - 6" 

Srn : 

Solo 

Tibia Clausa 16' - 15" 
Quintadena 8 ' 
Solo String 8' 
Tuba M-irabilis 8' - 15" 
Trumpet 8' 
Oboe Horn 8' 
Saxophone 8' 
Orchestral Oboe 8' 
Kinura 8 ' 
Vox Humana 8' - 6" 

G . EDGAR GRES 
549 E . 4 th t . 
So uth Bos ton 27, M ass. 

In read in g th e magaz in e it was like go in g back to m y ea rl y pi pe
o rga n -b uil d in g day s w hen Joseph Ca rruth ers a nd I w ere th e firs t 
tw o orga n b uil d in gs lo leave E lmir a and ent er th e g reasy o ld m ac hin e 
. hop tha t W u rlit zer a llo tt ed to the buil d in g of p ipe o rga ns in o. 
T on awa nda . I rema in ed two years in th e develop m ent labora to ry 
a nd th en we nt to ew York as ervice m an age r of th e ew Yor k 
to re of Wurlit ze r w here E uge ne Li co m e was in ch arge of sa les. Thi s 
was th e beg innin g of T hea tr e Or ga n . Th e o ld Ce ntur y Th ea tr e -
now go ne - was eq ui pped with an orga n fo r th e p lay "Th e D augh 
ter of H aven" w hi ch was a bea utifull y staged Chin ese pl ay . 

In 1910 I took over th e serv ice of th e H ope JoneSJ orga n in th e 
O cean Grove uditor iu m and cared for it until 1954 . Thi s orga n 
had a var ied h istor y wi th man y false stori es abo ut w h a t it co nsisted 
of, who p layed il, and so on . If yo u are int eres ted in thi s orga n I 
ca n give you an acc urate account of its hi tory u p to '54 . I w as Jim 

uta ll's helper in voic ing its 50-i nch T uba, 25- in ch •T ro mb a, e tc. 
I dropped organ building in 194 4 a nd beca m e int eres ted in elec 

tronic~ and as of now am the Vi ce Pres ide n t of ou r o rga ni za tion. 
If I can be of any statistical help to yo u I w ill be g lad to ass ist . 

I have a collection of pipe organ record in gs an d enjoy G eo rge 
Wright's releases a well as man y other . I ce rt a inl y feel th a t th e 

4 

orga n wo ul d be we ll rece ived in major c1t1es j ust as it in De n ver, 
if it co ul <l be rev ived aga in . O f c u rse thi s wo ul d be poss ibl e only 
in such places w h ere th e orga n i~ still in suc h co nd iti o n as wo ul d 
wa r ra nt it s bein g p ut int o ope ra tin g ·ervice . U n fo rtun a t ly, elec tro ni c 
orga ns wo ul <l m ake a cha llenge fo r thi s m ark et iE it w ere op en ed . 

VI CE PRESIDE T 

chulm erich Ca rill ons, In c. 

Sue 
A wo rd of pra ise fo r T rn rA. I think it is a wo nde r ful m aga zin e, 

and it is do in g a g reat wor k in res to rin g int eres t in th ea ter o rga n s. 
G lad to kn ow abo ut th e ac ti viti es it r epo rt s o n . W ould it be poss ibl e 
to run a sen es of techni ca l a rticl es o n th e co nst ru ctio n of th ea te r 
n rg::ins~ I kn ow m an y wo uld be int erested in it. 

Srn : 

Cu 'T M EADWAY 
24726 Pr es id ent Ave. 
Ha rbo r C it y, Ca li fo rni a 

Th ro ug h th e kin d ness of ano th er 'E nthu sias t ' I h ave come into 
pos ess io n of th e fir ·t two issues of T HE T rnrA. Na tur a lly I w ish to 
su ppo rt th e o rga ni za tio n w hi ch is r epr ese nt ed by thi s publi ca tion. I 
am sorr y no t to h ave kn o wn in tim e to have su ppo rt ed it fro m th e 
beg innin g . But a ro und 1929 I had to m ake u p m y mind wh eth er 
it w as to be mu sic o r so m e o th er p ur suit by. whi ch I att em pted to 
ga in a livin g . M y app ra isa l of m y own ta lent sugges ted th at I mi g ht 
d o bett er th a n to tr y to ca rve a p lace for m yse lf am ong an apparent 
ly dimini shin g field fo r th ea tr e o rga ni sts, m os t of wh om mu st surel y 
h ave had m ore o n th e ba ll th an I w a lik ely to have. T th erefo re 
w ent int o m ed icin e and a m no w do in g co nsult a tio ns onl y. A nd for 
-the first tim e in so m e thirt y yea rs I am in ' a pos iti on to devo te a 
littl e tim e to a love w hi ch neve r d ese rt ed m e. Th ro ugh th e m ag ic 
of trul y fin e hi g h fid elit y equi pm ent , and pa int ed w ith th e nos talg ic 
bru sh of reco llec tio n , I a m once aga in a kid , o n th e fro nt row of 
th e o ld Str and Th ea tr e in San F ran cisco, sittin g thr o ug h a ll th e 
m a tin ee sh ow in gs in o rd er to wa tch a ve ry yo un g o rga ni st from 
W oo dl a nd m ak e th e pictur e ta lk . A co llec tio n of Jesse · C ra w fo rd r ec
o rd s th a t mu st have scra tch ed hundr eds of needl es int o du st, still 
does se rvice fo r m e. 

Srn: 

R AL P H M. BELL, M. D. 
60 1 T enn essee Str ee t 
V a llejo Ca li forni a 

I a m a ge nuin e Th ea ter o rga n enthu sias t sin ce about 1925 . I u sed 
to go to th e m ov ies an d had no th oug h t of h ow th e m usic w as m ad e, 
pe rh aps a lw ays a ut om atic, until o ne tim e J no ticed a lig ht go on 
do wn fro nt a fter th e short s a nd th n ca m e th e mu sic. I w ent down 
and d iscove red a p ipe orga n , so m ethin g quit e n ew to m e, and a 
yo un g m an o rga ni st sit tin g th ere, also n ew to m e . T o listen and 

w a tch him p lay a whil e put int o m e a n eve rl a tin g enthu sias m fo r 
th ea ter p ipe orga n mu ic. A nd th en later on wh en in th e ci ti es I 
a lways we nt to th e large th ea ter and sa t in th e fro nt sea t j u st behind 
th e conso le. In n o time th e o rga ni st wo ul d noti ce m e and turn 
aro un d to spea k to m e. Bue th a t m usic, swe llin g in a nd out fr om 
the ski es, so to spea k , dow n fro m th e sta rs, up li fted m e in a. w ay 
I co ul d neve r be abl e to exp la in - it alway di d. T too k so m e p ian o 
lesso ns and a fe w pipe o rga n lesso ns on a chur ch o rga n in Bent on 
vill e, A rk. On a tri p bac k to Eas t T enn. , th h o m e sec tio n , I visited 
th e pl ace of fir st in sp ira t io n, Bri sto l, Va- T enn ., m et th e mana ge r 
of th e th ea ter , and was g ive n th e oppo rtunit y to prac ti ce of a morn 
in g befo re show tim e, und er some g ui da nce of th e o rga ni st, a Mr. 
Skinn el, su ppose dl y to be in trim as a sistant so m e tim e. H ad to go 
bac k hom e th en , but wa to ld to co m e bac k fo llow in g summ er. Ca m e 
bac k as di e.I th e ta lki es . A ll off . But o m e tim e ago hea rd o f thi s 
o rga n I used to prac ti ce o n bein g sto red m erciles ly in a da mp base
me nt and bo ught it fo r alm os t a co m e-a nd -ge t-it p rice, m os tl y be
ca use of sentim ent , for it is a lm os t hope less ly da m age d. Th e co n 
so le is a keepsa ke, th e m as hed p ip es a nd wa rped ches t as well. 

I was sittin g bac k thinkin g of th ose good o ld silent p icture d ays 
wh en one co uld listen to th e fin est kind of p ipe o rga n mu sic whi ch 
co m es no t fro m a coo l pla nn ed reco rd in g but fro m th e wa rm fin ge r ,, 
of th e orga ni st as h e sa t th ere. (B ut reco rd in gs w e ca n ge t now a re 
ge ttin g w arm er. ) Th a t w as th e best orga n mu sic, ri g ht from th e 
cu e-sh ee t o rig in w e' ll say . Bu t - co ul d it eve r co m e aga in ? Th e11 
ca m e yo ur sa m ple copy of TH E T rn1A. Thi s is g rea t indeed ! My 
m em ory is of D wi ght Brow n a t th e Pa lace in D allas, L aw son Reid 
at H o t Sp rin gs, Milt o n Slosse r a t th e Mi sso uri in St. Loui s, John 
H amm ond a t th e Sae nge r in . ew Orl ea ns, D aughert y a t th e tStr and 

in Shrev eport , th e fir st Geo rge Goo kin a t th e Isis in Bri stol , Va ., 
and man y o th er s. 

STEVE MQRTON JR. 
Kin gsport , T enn . 

THE TIBIA - Summer, 1957 




