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ALABAMA 
Birmingham 

205/942-5611 or 205/644-3606 

December was a busy month for our 
chapter. The first annual production of 
"Christmas at the Alabama" was held the 
weekend of December 11-13. This excit
ing new holiday production was co-pro
duced with the Birmingham Opera The
atre. Just a week prior, the Alabama Bal
let Theatre (the theatre's resident ballet 
company) made its debut on the stage of 
the Alabama when they presented the 
"Magic Bells of Christmas." Work con
tinues on the formation of the Alabama 
Grand Orchestra which will "round out" 
the Alabama as a true performing arts 
center and movie palace. 

December 26 and 27 were hailed as 
the best and worst days in Birmingham. 
December 26 marked the 60th anniver
sary of the Alabama, while December 27 
marked the day we cut the cable to the 
organ's 60-year-old relay. A new Dev
tronix multiplexing relay system is being 
installed to alleviate a mountain of relay 
and combination-action problems . 

We are continuing our preparations 
for the 1988 Regional Convention which 
we will host on October 14, 15 and 16. 
This promises to be one of the best re
gionals ever, so do plan to attend. See 
you in October. Gary w. Jones 

CEDAR RAPIDS 
Iowa 

319/362-9676 or 319/396-5633 

On December 20, members and 
friends were invited to the home of Mrs. 
Joy Weiler for our annual Christmas open 
house. Joy's son, Jeff, who played for the 
National Convention in Chicago , was 
home for the holidays and we al I had a 
chance to visit with him. As an additional 
treat, Lee Erwin, from New York, was the 
Weilers' house guest. Members brought 
plates of Christmas treats, and the Wei
lers furnished coffee and hot cider . After 
refreshments, we moved to the "Wurlit
zer Room" where Jeff has his theatre 
pipe organ. Lee played a group of selec
tions and accompanied a short sing-along 
of Christmas carols. Following a second 
round of refreshments, we returned to the 
Wurlitzer for the Laurel and Hardy silent 
Big Business accompanied by Lee. It 
was a fine holiday get-together, and our 
special thanks to Joy, Jeff and Lee for 
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Lee Erwin was a special guest at the Weller 's Christ
mas party. 

their hospitality and outstanding program. 
Progress is being made on the installa

tion of the new 61-note Brass Trumpet in 
the soon-to-be 3/12 Wurlitzer in the Para
mount Theatre for the Performing Arts . 
This rank is being purchased from a 
manufacturer , and the regulator and 
chest work are being built by Paul Mon
tague and Karl Hoffman. Jim Olver is 
working on the stop-tab revamping, etc ., 
made necessary by the installation of 
the new rank. 

We are initiating plans for a program 
next year involving the Cedar Rapids 
Community School District. We propose 
an informational seminar and theatre or
gan demonstration for teachers followed 
by a program for eighth graders to intro
duce them to the theatre organ of the 
1920s. We would like to coordinate this 
with our Spring Spectacular, and perhaps 
engage the artist for that program to con
duct the seminar and program for the 
students. School officials seem most re
ceptive to the idea. 

We are looking forward to our next 
spectacular event on May 14 at the Para
mount Theatre for the Performing Arts 
when Lyn Larsen will be our artist. It has 
been a while since Lyn has performed 
for us, and it will be good to hear him 
again in Cedar Rapids. George K. Baldwin 

Don Newswanger in the refurbished relay room at 
Manual High School. Ray A ndr eja.sich Photo 

Kevin Aikman and Jim Oltellier refinishing swell 
shades. Ray Andreja.sich Photo 

CENTRAL INDIANA 
Indianapolis 

3 l 7 /255-8056 or 317 / 546-1336 

An excellent concert was presented at 
St. Joan of Arc Church in November fol
lowing our business meeting. Organist 
Tim Needler played a number of selec
tions and accompanied soloists Kevin 
Aikman and Josi Beeler. A special treat 
was a duet by Kevin and Josi. Tim con
cluded the program with a medley from 
The Sound of Music. 

We enjoyed a joint Christmas party 
with the Classic Ragtime Society at Man
ual High School in December . Entertain
ment was provided by the Ragtime 
Society, and Ann and Les Giezendanner 
again provided a ' 'Grab Box'' of surprise 
packages for a nominal fee which netted 
a nice profit for our chapter. 

Members Phil and Betty Hedback were 
among the recipients of the 1987 Awards 
for Indiana Philanthropy and were honored 
for their support of numerous organiza
tions. 

Members are busy working on the 
Manual High School organ. The Indiana
polis school board is currently supporting 
the enlargement of the opening for the 
swell shades, and this will greatly enhance 
the tonal qualities of the organ. Work on 
the Main chamber is nearing completion. 

Ca.rot M. Andrefasich 

TKEA TRE ORGAN 



Featured artist Bill Sharp at Central Ohio's January 
meeting. j. Polsley Photo 

CENTRAL OHIO 
CDlumbus 

614/652-1775 or 614/882-4085 

Don and Cindy Reighard's lovely home 
was the site of our November meeting. 
Their large living room features a cathe
dral ceiling, and Don designed the organ 
layout so the two-story chambers extend 
to the basement level and speak through 
horizontal swell shades to the slanted 
ceiling. His 3/7 theatre organ has the 
space and potential to accommodate as 
many as 30 ranks. Artist Henry Garcia 
entertained us with a short program rang
ing from soothing renditions of "oldies" 
to contemporary tunes, all in his inimitable 
style. This was followed by open console 
with host Don Reighard at the keydesk -
a mean artist in his own right. 

Clear, crisp weather prevailed for our 
January meeting at Worthington High 
School, the home of our chapter's Wurlit
zer. To tell the truth, it was hardly much 
warmer inside the auditorium than it was 
outside, even though the janitor had pro
mised us heat. That did not, however, 
deter the 35 members and guests and, 
after a short business meeting, it was our 
pleasure to hear member Bill Sharp at the 
console. Bill has some twenty years of 
experience playing the organ and is cur
rently self-employed as an electronic or
gan technician. He has served as substi
tute organist at the Ohio Theatre. As a 
backdrop, members Mark Williams and 
Bob Shaw had decorated the stage with 
triangular banners and tinsel ribbons, all 
of which gave a certain celebrated look 
to our Wurlitzer. 

* ONE-OF-A-KIND * 

Bill's selections were real crowd
pleasers. His rendition of "Talk of the 
Town" and "Over the Rainbow" featured 
the Voxes and Tibias with judicious use 
of the Glockenspiel. For a change of pace, 
we heard "In the Mood" and "Satin 
Doll," and his arrangement of "Star 
Wars" emphasized the organ's chorus 
effect - the enormity and spectrum of 
sound of which our instrument is capable 
in a truly impressive performance. After 
an encore, it was open console, and we 
further enjoyed hearing member organ
ists. There is no greater pleasure than 
having your own wind-machine, even if it 
means wearing coats indoors. 

John R. Paisley 

TOE 

CHICAGO AREA 
312/282-0037 or 312/698-6898 

The popular "Sing-It-Yourself Messiah" 
at the Copernicus Center on December 
11 featured organist Bette Devell on the 
theatre's 3/13 Wurlitzer/Kimball as she 
accompanied a 40-voice chorus and 36-
piece orchestra. This musical presenta
tion nearly always fills the house and is 
thoroughly enjoyed by the participants. 

Our active and enthusiastic members, 
Mildred and Leon Berry, donated two 
large cakes on the occasion of our 25th 
anniversary celebration at the Baker Hotel 
in St. Charles. Mildred and Leon are al
ways ready to assist when and where 
they can, and we sincerely appreciate 
their contributions. 

There seems to be much activity be
tween theatres and pipe organs. Each is 
seeking the other. Oft times they mesh, 
and all are happy. Theatres on the Chica
go list are the Uptown, Granada and 
United Artist, which recently escaped the 
"dreaded ball." The Oriental Theatre or
gan is still waiting for a theatre home. 
One will come along soon. 

3-Manual French C'nnsole 
Double Stoprail with Syndynes 

FOR SALE! 
Perlect for a home - Custom 

Built to go anywhere. 
OFFERS ACCEPTED 

For Details Write : 

THE ORGAN LOFT 
3331 Edison Street 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84115 
80 I/ 485-9625 

THEATRE ORGAN 

Pipes and Pizza in Lansing is a lively 
pizza restaurant with a Barton theatre 
organ (not many of these left) which has 
scheduled a series of interesting parties 
in 1988 with Dave Wickerham doing the 
solos on the Barton. Open console is 
usually provided for those who desire to 
play, so be sure to stop if you are coming 
this way. 

The Montclare's "latest" organ has 
left for the Congress/Mexico Theatre on 
Milwaukee Avenue in Chicago's north
west side. This theatre is in excellent 
condition and Mr. Miranda, the owner, 
who also owns the Aragon Ballroom, is a 
theatre pipe organ enthusiast. The own
ers of the organ, Art Fike and Freddy Ar
nish, are guiding the installation and 
working diligently to complete it. Some 
chapter members are also helping which 
is great for all concerned. 

Carl Schurz High School on Chicago's 
northwest side has a 4/45 Moller which is 
getting renewed attention. Jim and Glen 
Felton (father and son) are eagerly work
ing on this project along with the hard
working CATOE crew. The auditorium is 
good and roomy and should be used to 
hear this great instrument. It will soon 
materialize! Patience, please. 

Almer N. Brostrom 

CX>NNECTICUT VALLEY 
203/357-4581 or 203/261-5269 

Our Christmas concert on December 
5 was held at Shelton High School and 
featured Jim Riggs from Oakland, Cali
fornia. Jim appears regularly at both the 
Grand Lake Theatre in Oakland and the 
Castro Theatre in San Francisco. The 
stop in Shelton was the first in his East 
Coast tour which included Ontario, Bing
hamton and Buffalo. 

What do you think when an artist an
nounces that his arrangement of ''The 
Girlfriend of the Whirling Dervish" was 
more inspired by a Porky Pig cartoon than 
it was by the 1937 Warner Brother film, 
Garden of the Moon in which it was 
introduced? The answer is "Fun," and 
that is exactly what followed with a musi
cal program that included several Christ
mas medleys, some traditional theatre 
organ music such as a Jim Riggs version 
of a 1927 Jesse Crawford recording of 
"Moonlight on the River," a delightful 
folk-song fantasy opening with "What 
Shall We Do Wth a Drunken Sailor" and 
closing with "A-Rovin'," and the accom
paniment of the Laurel and Hardy Big 
Business. The Wamogo High School 
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C.Onnecticutcontinued 
Chorale, under the guidance of Barbara 
Gullett, and the Litchfield High School 
Chorallers, directed by Maurice Steinberg 
and accompanied on the piano by Cindy 
Oxley, each sang a number of holiday 
songs and then were joined by Jim Riggs 
at the organ for the "Hallelujah Chorus" 
to bring the house down. 

Our annual Christmas party was held 
the next day at the Angevine Farm in 
Warren with more than 60 members and 
guests sharing holiday treats, good cheer 
and much music on the Angevine Robert
Morton organ. Barry Goodkin 

BABSON COLLEGE 
Wellesley 

617 /662-7055 

One of our newer and younger mem
bers, Michael Bigelow, was our artist for 
November 22 at Babson, Wtih his father, 
Myron, also an organist, the Bigelow 
household must be well organized. 

"South" was Michael's opener, styled 
in the manner of one of his idols, George 
Wright, whose early recordings provided 
Mike's first exposure to theatre organ 
sounds. While this promising and enthu
siastic young man played mostly the old
er, well-known numbers, he did include a 
1984 tune, "If Ever You're in My Arms 
Again." The audience called for an en
core, and Michael responded with the 
popular "Rapasz Band March ." Our unit 
orchestra was just the medium for this 
with its battery of percussions and effects. 
This well-played concert by our young 
organist bodes well for the future of our 
favorite instrument. 

In the style of the Boston Pops at Sym
phony Hall, round tables were set up in 
Knight Auditorium on December 20 for 
our Christmas meeting, and a relaxed, 
happy gathering, with a bucket of pop
corn on each table, settled back to hear 
guest organist Bob Love from the First 
Baptist Church in Malden. No stranger 
to our Wurlitzer, Bob has a strong pen
chant for the theatre organ. He opened 
with a group of four lively marches before 
his medley from The Wizard of Oz and 
his tribute to Sigmund Romberg. A change 
of pace brought a quiet and beautiful 
classical piece by Edward Johnson, 
"Evensong." The finale was a well
executed "Hallelujah Chorus." 

Reilleillber to 
VOTE! 
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This ended the planned program, but 
wait, there was more! New member Earl 
Miller, a well-known church and concert 
organist, was to favor us with a fine ac
companiment to a sing-along of Christ
mas carols to further the spirit of the 
season. Earl's finale was a "Happy Birth
day' ' from the pipes as we sang to Presi
dent Dick Johnson whose "day" was on 
Monday. Snow and sleet were outside, 
but it was warm and most pleasant 
inside - reminiscent of the song "Let 
It Snow." Yes, we were ready for De
cember 25 ! Stanley c. Garniss 

Keith Chapman at console, Greater Trenton Choral 
Society Singing. Gearge Anderscm Photo 

GARDEN STATE 
New Jersey 

609/888-0909 or 201/445-1128 

The second of the Trenton War Me
morial series was a Christmas concert 
on December 6. The artist was Keith 
Chapman, who plays the huge Wana
maker's organ in Philadelphia. Keith 
shared part of the program with the 
Greater Trenton Choral Society. 

A festive, holiday atmosphere was ex
perienced when the stage curtains of this 
large auditorium were opened to reveal a 
huge, decorated holiday wreath and 
multi-sparkling lights. The applause was 
a fitting reward for the three hard-working 
Santa's elves who designed and put it all 
together. Thank you, Mike Cipolletti and 
George and Denise Andersen. 

Keith's delightful program of Christ
mas music and his accompaniment of 
the Choral Society created an exciting 
holiday mood which was continued after 
the program when we held our traditional 
potluck on the stage with good food, 
conversation and music from the open 
console. Keith Chapman graciously 
answered the many questions put to him 
by our members who are interested in the 
fate of Wanamaker's now that it has been 
sold. When we finally headed for home, 
Bill Smith and his organ crew were 
thanked for the program and for arrang
ing our picnic on the stage. Jinny Vanore 

L to R: Mike Cipolletti, Denise Andersen, Goo:rge 
Andenon. Jinny Vanore Photo 

Keith Chapman relaxes after concert at Trenton 
War Memorial. Gearge Anderscm Photo 

ELECTRONIC ORGANS 
Kit, or Custom Built 

Kits for electronic or pipe organ 
renovation. 

• Microprocessor-controlled, modular cir
cuitry for ease of construction 

• Authentic pipe organ voicing using 
active filter circuitry. 

• Built-in capture system . 

• Self-financing purchase plans . 
• 7 basic models : 3 Church, 4 Theater, in 

2-, 3- , and 4-manual sizes . 

Attn: PIPE ORGAN BUILDERS 
Incorporate, or replace, your stacks of 
switching relays with µ.P-controlled 
latches. System will control up to 
16,000 pipes and/or oscillators. 

Write for quotation. 

ARTISAN INSTRUMENTS, INC. 
6450 N.E. 183 

Seattle, WA 98155 
PH: (206) 486-6555 TU<: 4998676 ARTSN 

THEATRE ORGAN 



c5he GEM 
TI-IE STAR OF 

BETHLEHEM 
In Three Reels 
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Don't Miss Tonight 
Ac1ulls IOc Children Sc 

Advertisement in The Billings Gazette, April 25, 
1913, for Gem Theatre where Professor Crawford 
acrompanied silent films on 2/7 Kimball pipe organ. 

Montana-Northern Wyoming 
406/248-3171 or 406/259-6111 

Jesse Crawford's 92nd birthday was 
observed on December 2 when chapter 
members toured the boarding house at 
213 North 30th Street in Billings where 
"Professor" Crawford lived in 1913 while 
he was playing the 2/7 Kimball organ at 
the Gem Theatre. 

Our board of directors has extended 
Charter Membership for a limited time. 
Our chapter is now international in scope 
as we have members in Canada and the 
United Kingdom. Our chapter journal, 
THE POET, will be published more fre
quently in 1988; Dr. Ed Mullins is the edi
tor. Future issues wilt contain an eye
witness report of Helen and Jesse Craw
ford's performance at the New York 
Paramount Theatre and a complete Cue 
Sheet for a silent film classic . The film is 
in the public domain and is available on 
videotape at the Billings K-Mart for as low 
as $5.27! This will enable members to 
accompany the film at home on video
tape. There are other diversions from the 
ordinary planned in future editions as 
members submit memorabilia. 

Steve Plaggemeyer 

L to R: Joe Vaes at the piano, Burt Frank at the Hammond Chord Organ and Bill Lundquist at the Yamaha 
Keyboard PS-55 in Burt & Jean Frank's home. 

LANDO' LAKES 
St. Paul-Minneapolis 

612/689-9201 or 612/771-1771 

On November 14, Roger Dalziel, Mike 
Erie, Tom Neadle, Verna Mae Wilson and 
Don and Joan Johnson, faithful followers 
of Ron Rhode, drove to Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, to attend Ron's concert at the 
Cedar Rapids Community Theatre, home 
of the 3/14 Barton with a rhinestone and 
black velvet console. Ron is one super 
organist, and how we did enjoy his play
ing of a varied program to everyone's 
liking. 

The Organaires met at the home of 
Burt and Jean Frank on November 19, 
taking our turns at the Gulbransen Pre
miere before descending to their recrea
tion room where they have an upright 
piano, an original Hammond Chord Or
gan, a Hammond M-2 Spinet and a 
Yamaha Keyboard PS-55. We were all 
encouraged to try the various instru
ments, resulting in a spontaneous burst 
of talent. In the Organaires there is never 
any critique - there are usually piano/ 
organ duets, piano solos and duets, and 
even trios. 

Our Annual Election Meeting was held 
on November 22 in the sanctuary of All 
God's Children - Metropolitan Com
munity Church in Minneapolis. After the 

business meeting, guest artist Larry Ford 
was featured at his Yamaha with a syn
thesizer attachment. Larry, a personable 
young bachelor from Minneapolis, is a 
native of Owatonna, Minnesota, and re
ceived his degree in music at Luther 
College in Decorah, Iowa. He taught or
gan and piano at Bodine's Music Store in 
Minneapolis and in 1984 won the Re
gional Yamaha Electone Festival. He has 
played at the King Oscar Restaurant in 
Richfield, currently plays at Bentley's 
Restaurant in St. Paul as well as for the 
North Stars Hockey Team. Apart from his 
musical skills, Larry is also a ski instruc
tor! His diversified program included 
familiar tunes and his own tape record
ings from northern Minnesota - gushing 
water sounds and ~irds singing - some
thing different and enchanting. For his 
finale, Larry played "Rhapsody in Blue" 
on the piano with his own taped orches
tral accompaniment on the Yamaha. 

Bob Ralston was guest artist at the 
World Theatre with members of the Min
nesota Dance Company on November 
28 and 29. Freezing rain and cold kept 
people home rather than risk ''fender
bender'' incidents, but a few brave souls 
from the chapter attended and enjoyed 
the show. 

Christmas week, December 19 and 
20, our beloved Ramona Gerhard Sutton 
appeared in concert at the Phipps Cen
ter for the Arts in Hudson, Wisconsin, 
playing the big Wurlitzer to full houses. 
Her Christmas melodies set the mood 
for the holidays to follow. Verna Mae Wilson 

20 Years 

cuhlcy millcz, 
a.a.g.o . 

of Quality Parts & Service 
1966 - 1986 

SEND $5.50 TODAY FOR OUR 
85-PAGE CATALOG 

Orsanist of the Year-1983 

MILCO MUSIC CO. 
P.O. Box 32 • Closter, N .J. 07624 • (201) 768-4450 

THEATRE ORGAN 

ARNDT ORGAN SUPPLY COMPANY 
1018 LORENZ DRIVE 

ANKENY, IOWA 50021 
PHONE (515) 964-1274 
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~ 
LOS ANGELES 

California 
818/792-7084 

Our annual Membership Meeting and 
Christmas Party was held December 6 at 
Joe Koons' Motorcycle Shop, and admis
sion was one unwrapped toy for Child
ren's Hospital. The meeting was con
ducted by President Stephen Ross and 
committee reports were received . New 
member Frank Way, who is stage man
ager at Pasadena City College where we 
will soon begin erecting the J. Ross Reed 
Memorial Wurlitzer, was able to explain 
and to show us a model of the grille work 
to be done on each side of the stage of 
the Sexson Auditorium , a very involved 
project. Mrs. Joe Koons (Spud) was given 
an Honorary Life Membership card for 
her outstanding contribution to the organ 
world. Now for the fun part of the after
noon! Guest artist Jim Melander of Long 
Beach presented a Christmas Concert 
which was followed by open console 
while a large gathering of members and 
friends enjoyed refreshments . Thanks to 
Spud Koons for letting us enjoy a won
derful afternoon of fun and music on the 
great 3/37 pipe organ. Maria Olivier 

A "wunnerful, wunnerful" pops concert 
on theatre pipes, including sing-along, 

MOTORCITY 
Detroit 

313/537-1133 
Our fourteenth annual private charter 

moonlight cruise on Amerrca's oldest 
passenger steamer, the 85-year-old 
Columbia , attracted over a thousand 
people for a three-hour cruise on the 
Detroit River on August 18. John Lauter, 
Fred Bayne, Jack Dommer and Don Hal
ler played for dancing at a Hammond B-2 
on the ballroom deck while vocalist Fran 
Carmody was busy belting out her best 
songs and leading a sing-along in the bar 
on the third deck accompanied by Shar
ron Patterson, at a Hammond M-3 spinet. 

John Lauter opened our fall organ 
series with a concert at the Redford 
Theatre on October 5. John's program 
was lively and upbeat and included selec
tions of Cole Porter, Rodgers and Hart 
and Duke Ellington, as well as a short 
silent film . As an added attraction, drum
mer Jim Ellis joined John for several 
numbers . 

Jack Dommer , who once played in 
several of Detroit's grand movie houses, 
presented a very comprehensive work
shop on registration on October 1 at the 

Redford Theatre. Jack illustrated how dif
ferent pipe sounds influence an organist's 
choice of stops and when not to use cer
tain pipe families as well as certain 
pitches. Sharron Patterson's subject, as 
instructor for our November 1 workshop, 
was music theory. These monthly work
shops precede Club Day, when members 
and guests are invited to socialize and 
play the Barton organ at the Redford 
Theatre. 

July 26 was Ladies' Day at the Royal 
Oak Theatre as Lorraine Robinson, 
Gloria Sunman and Evelyn Markey per
formed at the 3/16 Barton for our monthly 
Fourth Sunday Show. It was a treat to 
hear three different stylings in one morn
ing from the distaff side of our organiza
tion. Jennifer Candea, a student at Oak
land Community College, used a synthe
sizer as our featured Fourth Sunday artist 
at the Royal Oak Barton on August 23. 

An entertainer as well as an organist, 
Mark Smith returned to the Royal Oak 
Barton for our Fourth Sunday program 
on September 27. A newcomer to our 
group, Jim Reinhart is assistant organist 
at the Fairlane Assembly Church in Dear
born and was our featured artist at the 
Royal Oak Theatre on October 25. These 
programs are free and the public is en
couraged to attend . 

Our annual meeting was held at the 
Redford Theatre on November 1 and 

SUNDAY, APRIL 17, 1988 • 3:00 P.M. 
LATOS PRESENTS 

BOB RALSTON 
Internationally Known Recording Artist (22 albums) 

Star of the Lawrence Welk TV Show (for 20 years), and 
Theatre Pipe Organist (featured at ATOS Conventions) in his 

PREMIER PERFORMANCE ON THE PIPES 
at the beautiful, historic, and newly restored 

SAN GABRIEL CIVIC AUDITORIUM 
320 SOUTH MISSION DRIVE, ACROSS FROM THE SAN GABRIEL MISSION 

Send check and self-addressed stamped envelope to: 
LATOS (Bob Ralston Show)• 12931 Haynes St. • No. Hollywood, California 91606 

NEED MORE INFORMATION? 
r.All: RALPH BEAUDRY 818/509-9512 

personal requests, and a 2-reel Laurel and Hardy Comedy. 
GENERAL ADMISSION $5 • SENIOR CITIZENS $4 

LATOS/FOTO $4 

BORN AND RAISED IN THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY, WORLD-TRAVELLER BOB RALSTON IS CALLING THIS FUN-FILLED SHOW: 

"rAL-1-FOR - NIA HERE I COME; RIGHT BACK WHERE START -ED FROM!" 
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featured music by Jack Dommer and 
Newton Bates at the 3/1 O Barton. 

Dennis Scott, looking remarkably like 
Dennis Minear, took over the console of 
the 3/1 O Barton for the second in our fall 
season of concerts at the Redford The
atre on Saturday, November 14. Dennis' 
program was filled with audience favorites 
and was enjoyed by all who attended. 

Our annual Holiday Craft Bazaar, held 
at the Redford in November during the 
showing of Fiddler on the Roof, attracted 
over 3100 people to the three-day event. 
Proceeds will go toward our theatre seat 
fund. 

young Tony O'Brien. Included in this pro
gram of sacred and secular favorites 
were the Nutcracker Suite, selections by 
mezzo-soprano Alice M. Short and Tony's 
original composition , the Nativity Suite, 
featuring a narration of the Christmas 
story by Don Lockwood. Tony's 1500-
voice Christmas carol sing-along was 

.. nothing less than awesome. In addition to 
a large Christmas tree and three giant 
wreathes, five trees, each with indivi
dually color-controlled strings of miniature 
lights, stood in a snow-covered orchestra 
pit along with a nativity scene, a snow
man, carolers, toy soldiers, a nutcracker, 
toy bears, dolls and an electric train. Even 
the console appeared to be sitting in a 
snowbank. It was wonderful. 

Our annual Christmas party at the 
Redford on December 6 was planned and 
well-executed by the Young Theatre Or
gan Enthusiasts in our chapter, chaired 
by Allen FitzGerald, who also served as 
master of ceremonies for the ''Oldywed 
Game." Winners among the four contes
tant couples were Bob and Virginia 
Duerr who were crowned Mr. and Mrs. 
Santa Claus. Other entertainment in
cluded Sharron Patterson at the organ, 
Melissa Ambrose at the piano, song 
stylings by Judy Miller, a sing-along and 
the Laurel and Hardy film Below Zero. 

Dennis Scott in concert at the Redford Theatre. Over 50 people brought in 1988 at a 
&HanleyPhoto New Year's Eve party at the Redford. 

The December organ workshop was 
held on Sunday afternoon prior to the 
Christmas party and featured John Lauter 
discussing registration. 

Chaired this year by Fran Carmody, the 
annual get-together included a potluck 
supper, board and card games, singing 
and open console at a newly-acquired 
Conn organ. 

T 
''M . USlC ... 

can name the 
unnamable and 

communicate 
the unknowable. " 

LEONARD BERNSTEIN 

We had a sold-out house for Tony 
O'Brien's "The Magical Music of Christ
mas'' at the Redford Theatre on Decem
ber 12. The audience of over 1500 was 
drawn by the keyboard artistry of our 

Fred Bayne plays for dancing at a classic Hammond 
B-2 during Motor City's annual IDOOllill!'ht cruise. 

Ifta Bogel Photo .1. 

Hector Olivera 

A COMMON DREAM 
In 1896 Robert Hope-Jones created it with pipes ... "The Unit 
Orchestra" ... 

In 1983 Hector Olivera created a 10 manual instrument using state 
of the art technology .. . "The 0-1 Orchestra" ... 

" ... Olivera is an engaging perfonner who, clearly, has found his particu
lar niche and fills it splendidly." 

Joan Reinthaler - Washington Post 

National tours now forming 

I\1PI 
MUSIC PRODUCTION INfERNA TIONAL 

1285 Forrest Ellis Road • Douglasville, GA 30134 
Telephone: (404) 949-3932 

THEATRE ORGAN 

oRGcln1-1211uG 
POPULAR MUSIC 

by 

ltb H6RMBNNS 
A complete course in Keyboard Harmony 
and arranging popular music for Organ. 
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Barry Rindhage, a graphic artist from 
Saginaw, was our featured organist at the 
3/16 Barton at the Royal Oak Theatre for 
our Fourth Sunday Show on November 
22. 

Steve Schlesing will be appearing at 
the Redford on April 9 and Tom Wibbels 
at the Royal Oak Theatre on May 7. 

For more information, write: Motor City 
Theatre Organ Society, 17360 Lahser 
Road, Detroit, Michigan 48219, or phone 
313/537-2560. Don Lockwood 

Drummer Jim Ellis and John Lauter after John's 
roncert at the Redford Theatre in October. 

& Hanley Photo 

Jim Reinhart at the Royal Oak Theatre. 
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Tony O'Brien in front of the Christmas display that 
filled the orchestra pit for his roncert at the Redford. 
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* The Screen 

10 East Ontario, #4707 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

312/943-0658 

THEATRE ORGAN 



NEWYORK 
914/457-5393 or 201/694-0779 

Chapter members and other theatre 
organ enthusiasts took advantage of a 
beautiful winter Sunday afternoon and 
gathered on January 10 at the Beacon 
Theatre on Broadway in snow-covered 
Manhattan to enjoy the keyboard talent 
of Jim Paulin at the Beacon's 4/19 Wur
litzer. Our last Beacon concert had been 
in June 1986, the week before the opulent 
'' Baby Roxy'' closed to be converted to a 
disco-restaurant. Fortunately, the courts 
intervened to save the landmark theatre, 
and we are among the many beneficiaries 
of that decision. 

A Jim Paulin concert ls always an ex
perience, and this one was no exception. 
Jim played several of the selections that 
we have come to associate with him, 
opening with "'S Wonderful." Other 
Paulin favorites included "Love's Theme," 
and "Begin the Beguine". On the softer 
side, Jim coaxed lush sounds from the 
Strings and Voxes with beautiful renditions 
of "Danny Boy," and "In My Solitude." 
No Paulin concert would be complete 
without his classic arrangement of "Ce
celia,'' and his inimitable Gospel style 
was at its most soulful with his encore, 
"Amazing Grace," which begins with a 
soft, untremmed hymn tone and builds 
rhythmically to full crescendo with num
erous key progressions along the way -
spine tingling, to say the least. 

Open console followed Jim's marve
lous performance. We were all delighted 
to be back in the Beacon, and look for
ward to returning soon, perhaps when 

Jim Paulin at the Beacon Theatre's 4/19 Wurlitter. 

warmer breezes replace the cold drafts 
of winter. As always, Mel Robinson and 
Joe Vanore had the Wurlitzer in fine tune. 

The gloom of last fall when extensive 
water damage to the 4/26 Long Island 
University/Brooklyn Paramount Wurlitzer 
forced us to cancel our October concert 
featuring Bob Maidhof, is happily begin
ning to lift, thanks to the countless hours 
of work that Bob Walker is devoting to 
restoring the organ and the generous 
support of chapter members in donating 
funds for the project. We have also been 
encouraged by the support that we have 
received from the University. In a recent 
letter to the New York Chapter, Dr. David 
Steinberg, President of Long Island Uni
versity, stated, "Let me assure you that 
the University is vitally interested in and 
delighted to own the Wurlitzer pipe organ 

Frank Dunhuber at open console at New York's 
Beacon Wurlitter. 

... Bob Walker and the New York Theatre 
Organ Society have performed an inval
uable service in caring for and loving this 
precious survivor of a different era." We 
are looking forward to having the LIU or
gan concert-ready later in 1988. 

Tom Stehle 

All inquiries regarding 
membership matters should 
be addressed to ... 

Douglas C. Fisk 
Executive Director of ATOS 
P.O. Box 420490 
Sacramento, California 95842 

America's Premier Organist 
Does It Again! 

DAN BELLOMY 

A BRILLIANT NEW AUDIO EXPERIENCE ON COMPACT DISC * GEORGE WRIGHT * 
''Anything Goes'' 

A "SINTILLATING" TRIP TO COLE PORTERVILLE VIA 
HOLLYWOOD AND THE BROADWAY ST AGE 

Played on the HoUywood Philharmonic Organ 

"Anything Goes" Overture * Don't Fence Me In * Easy To Love * 
Love For Sale * In The Still Of The Night * I've Got You Under My 
Skin * Friendship * I Love Paris * My Heart Belongs To Daddy * 
An Old Fashioned Garden * I Concentrate On You * A "Kiss Me, 
Kate" Scenario. 

More than one hour of newly recorded material. 
U.S. AND CANADA: $20.00 POSTPAlD FIRST CLASS MAIL 

All Other Countries: $23.00 U.S. Postpaid 
Sorry, no credit cards, No C.O.D. 's 

~ Available: 
George Wright's "RED HOT AND BLUE" CD 

(Same Prices as Above) 
OUR CD'S ARE SOLD BY MAlL ORDER ONLY. 

BANDA RECORDS 
Post Office Box 392 • Oxnard, CA 93032 

DDD 

THEATRE ORGAN 

Master of Jazz Pipe Organ 

Plays 

''PIPE-POURRI'' 
Digitally Mastered 

Compact Disc 

Lush Ballads -
Incomparable Jazz 

Trousdale 3-23 
Studio Organ 

$18.00 postage paid 

Order from: 

BELDALE RECORDS 
13722 Rushmore Lane 
Santa Ana, CA 92 705 

THE NIAGARA FRONTIER 
THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY 

would like to announce that Randy Piazza has retired 
after 29 years as chairman here and that the Board 

of Directors is pleased to accept audition tapes from new 
artists interested in playing at the Riviera Theatre in 

North Tonawanda, New York. 

Please send tapes in care of John A. Lizon 
88 Oakwood Ave., North Tonawanda, NY 14120 

Telephone: 716/692-3494 
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New from 

A SIMPLE MODULAR SOLID STATE RELAY SYSTEM 
Our new series of plug-together modules enables you, the pipe 
organ builder, to assemble an organ relay of any size required -
even one module at a time. 

DUAL MEMORY MODULAR COMBINATION ACTION 

LOW NOTE PEDAL GENERATOR 
(multiple voice and pitch) 

DEVTRONIX MIJLn-ACTI0/1 ORGAN CONTROL 
A small electronics package that functions simultaneously as a: 

• Superior pipe organ relay 
• 99 Memory combination action 
• Sophisticated record/playback system 

• In other manufacturers systems these capabilities would have 
to be ordered as three separate complex electronic items 

• The Devtronix MULTI-ACT/OIi organ contro l provides flexibility, 
reliability and maximum capability outperforming all other 
systems with a minimum of electronics. 

• Why pay extra for options when they are standard 
equipment in our system? 

ALSO AV AJLABLE 
• Electronic organ kit modules 
• Solid state reverberation (for pipe or plug-in) 
• Kits to improve your Schober Organ 
• Registration and demo cassette 

Played by Everett Nourse 

WRITE FOR LITERATURE OR QUOTATION ON ANY OF THE ABOVE 

6101 Warehouse Way 
Sacramento, California 

95826 

(916) 381-6203 

PLAN AHEAD FOR THE 1988 CONVENTION! 

CHAPrER CORRESPONDENTS - PLEASE NOTE 
To help ease the burden on the editorial staff of THEATRE ORGAN, please 

observe the following: Type all copy, double-spaced, on letter size (8 ½" x 11 ") 
white paper, leaving 1 ¼" margins on top, bottom and both sides. Do not use 
erasable paper. Please include your name, address and telephone number. Type 
photo captions on Scotch (3M) Post-it Note sheets (#654, 3"x3" or #655, 3"x5") 
and attach to BACK of photo. DO NOT use any kind of tape or rubber cement to 
attach captions to photos, and DO NOT attach photos to sheets of paper. 

DEADLINES: 
November 10 for January /F ebruary 
January 10 for March / April 
March 10 for May/ June 
May 10 for July/ August 
July 10 for September / October 
September 10 for November / December 

36 • MARCH/APRIL 

Send Chapter Notes and photos to: 
GRACE E. McGINNIS 
4633 S.E. Brookside Drive, #58 
Milwaukie, Oregon 97222 
Phone: 503/654-5823 

Bob Vaughn accompanied Pandora's Box at the 
Castro Theatre's 4/21 Wurlitzer. Ed Mullins Pfwto 

'{, 

San Francisco Bay Area 
415/846-3496 or 415/524-7452 

San Francisco's Castro Theatre was 
the venue for our October and November 
Sunday morning concerts. The Taylor 
brothers' 4/21 Wurlitzer is heard there 
nightly played by house organists David 
Hegarty and Jim Riggs. Jim played for 
us on October 18. 

Lew Williams winged in frbm Arizona 
Thanksgiving weekend to play a well
attended concert on November 29. 
George Robinson underwrote this con
cert and Nor-Cal thanks him for his gen
erosity. Williams' program included 
classics such as Rubenstein's "Kamenoi 
Ostrow" and Offenbach's "Gaite Pari
sienne" and toe-tappers "In the Mood," 
"Bugle Call Rag" and "Night Train." One 
crowd-pleaser was "Chloe" - real swamp 
music complete with frog croaks. 

Our annual membership meeting was 
held December 6 at Berkeley Community 
Theatre. Kevin King presented a concert 
on the chapter's Rodgers 33-E. Bob 
Vaughn accompanied the classic silent 
Pandora's Box on the Castro Wurlitzer 
on January 7. Harvey Blanchard played 
for us January 24 at the Bella Roma Pizza 
3/15 Wurlitzer in Martinez. Harvey plays 
there regularly as do Kevin King and 
Aura Edwards. Ed Mullins 

Lew Williams at San Franclico Castro Theatre. 
Ed Mullins Photo 
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Ron Rhode and North Texas Chapter President 
Gordon Wright at the Lakewood Theatre in Dallas. 

/rung Light Photo 

NORTHTEXAS 
Dallas-Forth Worth 

214/256-2743 or 214/233-7108 

Our focus continues to be on our 3/8 
Robert-Morton in the Dallas Lakewood 
Theatre. This has reached the pinnacle 
with our second public concert, De
cember 9 featuring Ron Rhode. Ron's 
concert was one of the most enjoyable 
and musically perfect that we have heard. 
And what was most astounding was the 
variety and richness of registration Ron 
achieved with the very limited resources 
of our eight ranks. Ron's records and 
tapes sold briskly during intermission and 
following the concert, and Ron personally 
autographed them for all who wished. 

Ron set the tone for his program with 
his opening ''Wake up and Live'' and 
met the promise with a variety of songs 
from Piano Rag to Big Band to Show 
Tunes. The titles alone may seem usual 
unless you hear the wonderfully musical 
arrangements that he gives to each. 
Music in tune with the approaching Holi
day season included Leroy Anderson's 
"Sleigh Ride" and the beautiful , sym-

Helen Thomas played for North Texas Christmas 
party at her Dallas home. /rung Light Photo 

phonic, "Waltz of the Flowers" from The 
Nutcracker. Ron's encore was, in itself, 
worth the price of admission. It was a 
medley of several well-known carol tunes 
that ended with the very inspiring, "O, 
Holy Night." A reception following the 
concert was held at the nearby Lakewood 
residence of Bill and Jean Hanson where 
a chance was afforded our members to 
meet Ron and to let him know how keenly 
we enjoyed his excellent concert. 

Our Christmas parties are always a 
high point of the year and this year's, at 
the home of Bob and Helen Thomas, 
lived up to the tradition. In addition to the 
member-provided Holiday fare, we were 
treated to an especially entertaining mu
sical program by Helen on her Hammond 
X-77 Organ (recently augmented by a 
Yamaha synthesizer). Helen has devel
oped a most pleasing style as a result of 
her fine musical background that includes 
many years of entertaining for local rest
aurants, clubs and parties. Open console 
attracted a higher than usual number of 
volunteers due, no doubt, to a greater 
familiarity with the Hammond console 
than that of the pipe organ. 

Our fall musical season was greatly 
enriched with our October meeting at the 
home of Mark and Nola Kenning. After 
much too long a time, Mark responded 
to some friendly arm-twisting and agreed 
to play a program for us on his beautiful 
residence installation - a 4/17 Robert
Morton, originally from Tulsa's Ritz the
atre. Mark and Nola have placed the in-

March 26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Symphony Hall, San Diego, California 

Mark Kenning at his residence 4/17 Robert-Morton. 
/rung Light Plwto 

strument in a large music room addition 
to their Dallas residence that affords 
ample area for development of the organ 
sound as well as seating and listening 
area. As with most of us, Mark finds 
many competing demands for his time, 
foremost of these being his hobby of col
lecting, restoring and exhibiting antique 
luxury automobiles (mostly Cadillacs). 
This, no doubt, explains the time that has 
elapsed since Mark last entertained our 
Chapter. 

Mark's music was a delight, showing 
off both the rare beauty of this fine theatre 
instrument and his talent for making 
beautiful music on it. Beginning with the 
rousing "Everything's Coming Up Roses," 
his program included Joplin's "Peacher
ine Rag," the haunting "Memory" from 
Cats and the equally evocative "Bali Hai" 
from South Pacific. Mark enjoys surpris
ing and delighting his audience by de
monstrating that his musical talents 
include playing the marimba. After mov
ing back the false pipework behind and 
over the console to reveal the large 
orchestral marimba concealed there, he 
played three selections on the instrument, 
showcasing his masterful four-mallet 
technique. Bravo! Mark. 

1988 marks the twentieth anniversary 
of the founding of our chapter and we 
hope to make it a banner year. Now, with 
our own organ installed in a theatre, we 
hope to showcase it in several public and 
chapter presentations. We hope you all 
can join us. Irving Light 

March 27. . . . International Film Festival, San Francisco, California 
April 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Symphony Hall, San Diego, Calfornia 
April 25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Langley Auditorium, Washington, D.C. 
April 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Art Institute, Cleveland, Ohio 
April 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ Dryden Theatre, Rochester, New York 

DENNIS JAMES 
April 30, May 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reality Theatre, Columbus, Ohio 
May 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ohio Theatre, Columbus, Ohio 
May 19-May 31 . . . . . . . Spoleto Festival, Charleston, North Carolina 
June 11, 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... Reality Theatre, Columbus, Ohio 
August 25 ....... Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 
September 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Lutheran Church, Canal-Winchester, Ohio 
September 25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... Institute of Music, Flint, Michigan 
September 26 -October 8 . . . . . . . Midwest Tour, Ann Arbor Chamber Orchestra 
October 10-14 .... . ................. Museum of Glass, Corning, New York 
October 22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Symphony Hall, San Diego, California 
October 28 . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . World Theatre, St. Paul. Minnesota 
October 29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ohio Theatre, Columbus, Ohio 
October 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . World Theatre, St. Paul, Minnesota 
November 2-December 11 ....... AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND Concert Tour 

THEATRE ORGAN 

Resident Organist For 
The Ohio Theatre 

55 E. State Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Bus. (614) 469-1045 • Hm. (614) 463-9536 

NOW BOOKING 1988-89 PERFORMANCES 
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1988 CONVENTION • JULY 2-6, 1988 • COME JOIN US! 

OREGON 
Portland 

503/771-8098 

A night to remember - DON BAKER! 
A fabulous artist, a fine 3/24 Kimball, 

the large Benson High School reverber
ant auditorium and an appreciative 
audience from as far away as Bend, 
Medford, Astoria and Seattle - that was 
our big event on November 21 ! It has 
been many years since we heard Don 
Baker in this area. He worked here for 
the Rodgers Organ Company in the early 
1960s and made a remarkable record, 
"The Sound of 94 Speakers," in the 
Portland Coliseum. 

Jonas Nordwall at First Methodist 4/87 Wicks. 
Claude Neu_ff er Photo 

Don opened his program with a lively 
"Cabaret" and continued with many 
selections from the twenties and thirties 
perfectly suited to this organ. At 84, Don 
has lost none of his famous technique as 
evidenced by left-hand melodies with 
right-hand embellishments up and down 
another manual or right hand accom
panied by incredibly fast, precise left-hand 
chromat ic runs. Don seldom uses sud
den contrasts in voicing or dynamics, but 
smoothly progresses from very soft to 
full power and back again. However, 
during a concert, he will exploit every 
voice and feature in any organ. Using the 
piano, Don demonstrated his first lesson 
as a boy, a simple one-note melody on 
which he expanded and elaborated 
through the years into a giant, full-pipe 
production - clever . 

Most of today's fine theatre organists 
are too young to have played silent pic
tures as a profession, but fortunately we 
still have Don Baker, a living legend of 
that time. Thanks to Don and to member 
Bill Pierce who first contacted Don in 
Florida for this concert. Thanks, too, to 
our organ maintenance man, Loren 
Minear, and to Benson High School. 

This was truly a night to remember! 
Our annual business meeting and 

Christmas concert occurred at the First 
Methodist Church in Portland where 
Jonas Nordwall is organist. Jonas, as 
always, dazzled us with his dexterity and, 
this time, with some deftly played Christ
mas melodies for a sing-along. Our 
chapter has thoroughly enjoyed the 
music of this personable young artist 
ever since he first played for us in 1966. 

We are in the throes of preparation for 
the 1988 National Convention, and are 
looking forward to seeing all of you here 
this year. Bud Abel 

Don Baker at the 3/24 Kimball in Portland's Benson 
High School. Claude Neu.ff er Photo 

See Page 13 
for a Sneak Preview 

of this years' 

Convention in 
FUNTOWN, 

USA! 

Cheryl Linder Drewes 

playing our 

Father 
James Miller 

3/13 Wurlitzer 

Knight Auditorium - Babson College 

fourteen selections including: 

tiojuono taxi o monhotton beach march o man of lo man cha o anything goes 

mississippi mud o sing sing sing o his honor march o toke the a train 

"Father Jim" 

(313) 629-5400 
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401 Davis St. 

Fenton, Ml 48430 
Digital Master tape 
Real- Time duplicated 
Chrome II Dolby 8 
Cassette $11.00 ppd 

E. Moss Chapter ATOS Inc. 
3 Maud Graham Circle 
Burlington, Ma. 01803 
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POTOMAC VALLEY 
Washington, D.C. 

703/569-8170b or 301/652-3222 

We sponsored a most successful 
event featuring Bob Ralston on the Mighty 
Wurlitzer at the Weinberg Center for the 
Arts in Frederick, Maryland, on October 
25. Five days later a steam-heat pipe 
sprung a leak above the Main (left) pipe 
chamber, pouring considerable water 
into the center of the chamber, damaging 
especially the Violin and Clarinet ranks, 
as well as a regulator. 

On October 31 Vice-Chairman Floyd 
Werle accompanied a silent movie, 
Nosferatu, (Dracula) and managed, with 
his customary skill, to play around the 
damaged ranks. The chamber was 
allowed to dry out thoroughly before re
pairs, headed by George Johnson, were 
begun. This is not the first water damage 
to that Wurlitzer as the blower has been 
under water during several floods, and 
the console floated in floodwater up onto 
the stage in 1976. Discussions are under
way concerning the replacement of the 
62-year-old console. 

On November 22, the chapter held a 
business meeting, attended by 75 mem
bers and guests, in Chevy Chase, Mary
land, at the now-vacant Corby Mansion, 
an elegant early 20th century luxury 

Frank Vanaman at the C.Orby Mansion Aeolian 4/75 C.Omole. Dan Swope Photo 

home featuring a 4/75 Aeolian residence 
pipe organ with Duo-Art roll player mech
chan ism having full stop and expression 
control, all of which is being restored by 
member Warren Thomas, with assistance 
from other ATOS members. After the 
business meeting, operating parts of the 
Aeolian pipe organ were played by mem
bers Frank Vanaman, Bob Courtney, 
Warren Thomas and others. The roll 
player was also demonstrated. 

Chapter-owned theatre pipe organs, a 
3/10 Kimball at the University of Maryland 
in College Park, and a 2/8 Wurlitzer at 

George Mason University in Fairfax, Vir
ginia, are progressing in nearly-identical 
installations of electronic relays and stop 
actions, spearheaded by George John
son, with Warren Thomas and Horace 
(Barney) Johnson doing most of the re
pair and re-leathering of the Kimball. 

We expect to hold theatre pipe organ 
events at both sites, as well as at the 
Weinberg Center in Frederick, Maryland, 
during the second half of 1988. 

Moving? 

Send your 
change 

Jack Little 

VOTE TODAY! 
of address 
to . .. 

YOUR BALLOT IS IN THIS ISSUE 
See Pages 10 & 11 for the 

1988 ATOS Board of Directors Nominees. 

Chris Elliott 
Or8anisl 
Now booking 

1987-88 appearances 

ATOS 
Membership 
P. 0. Box 420490 
Sacramento, Ca/ff. 
95842 

INteRNatiONaJ 
ORGAN LEA'CHERS 

Q!uluty uatliers 
Theatre Organ and 

Silent Film Presentations for Pipe °'!Jans - Pfu.yer Pianos - Musica! Instruments 

For concert information, contact: 
CHRIS ELLIOTT 

P.O.Box11571 • SantaAna,CA92711 
Telephone: (714) 897-1715 

THEATRE ORGAN 

BRIAN MERCHANT 
President 

1222 East South St. 
South Bend, IN 46615 

219-234-8831 
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The chancel COllllOle of the 3/61 Aeolian-Skinner, Opus 1058. Tom Jeffery Photo Bob and Betty Arndt at the Markworth 3/14 Kimball. 

RIVER CITY 
Omaha, Nebraska 

402/292-7799 or 402/ 572-1040 

Dr. Marilyn Kielniarz and the First 
Central Congregational United Church 
of Christ hosted our November 17 meet
ing at the church, with 20 members and 
guests attending. The 1947 vintage 3/61 
Aeolian-Skinner organ includes an anti
phonal organ located in the rear balcony 
of the church. The antiphonal organ has 
its own console, while the main console 
can play both the chancel and antiphonal 
organs. Dr. Kielniarz, First Central's Di
rector of Music, studied at Northwestern 
University and is on staff at both Creighton 
University and University of Nebraska -
Omaha. While Dr. Kielniarz conducted a 
tour of the pipe chambers, six members 
took advantage of open console time. 
After a break for refreshments, Dr. Kiel
niarz handed out specification sheets for 
the organ and demonstrated its resources. 
Compositions played during her mini
concert included Bach's "Savior of the 
Nations Come," and Gabriel Pierne's 
"Chorale Prelude." We are indebted to 
First Central Church and to Dr. Kielniarz 
for this opportunity. 

home. In addition to the 3/14 Kimball 
theatre pipe organ Bob had a small con
sole with one or two ranks of pipes play
ing in the dining room. Back by popular 
demand, our guest artist was Bob Arndt, 
owner of Arndt Organ Supply Company, 
and his lovely wife, Betty, who journeyed 
from Des Moines, Iowa, to join our holi
day celebration. After appetizers and a 
potluck dinner, we adjourned to the fam
ily room for Bob Arndt's concert. Bob 
opened his program with some oldies, 
including a lush-sounding version of 
"You're a Dreamer, Aren't We All," 
followed by a medley of tunes of the 
Christmas season. Bob has added a new = 
Orchestral Oboe to his Kimball, and Bob 
Arndt showcased it in "Mood Indigo." 
In a humorous vein, Bob offered his 
reminiscence of our first organ lessons, 
playing "Diane," "Ida" and "Louise," 
square notes and all. Our own Wendall 
Hall, on banjo, joined Bob Arndt for a 
Christmas sing-along with lantern slides. 
Bob Arndt, who has been playing profes
sionally since age 15, announced that he 
is installing a new 3/14 organ in his own 
home, from Arndt Organ Supply, of 
course. River City Chapter will look for

TomjefferyPhoto 

Bob Markworth hosted our December 
12 meeting in his festively decorated 

ward to the Arndt's next visit. 
Tom Jeffery 

Dr. Marilyn Kielniarz demonstrating the :resources 
of the 3/61 Aeolian-Skinner. Tom Jeffery Photo 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
Denver, G>lorado 

303/421-1190 or 303/233-4716 

"Ghouly Gala" A Grand Succe.M! 
More than 50 people came out for our 

first ever "Ghouly Gala" Halloween Cos
tume Ball at Evelyn Riser's Music Studio 
on October 31 . Everyone in attendance 
had fun, whether they danced or not. 
Popular Denver organist Ed Benoit along 
with his side-men, John Tanguma on 
drums and Dave Rutherford on string 
bass, did a terrific job of providing the 
music for this event. The decorations 
were fantastic. The costumes were very 
interesting and most unusual. A costume 
contest was held with Dave and Verna 
Sass snagging the honors for the most 
unusual costume and Steve McCormick 
winning for the most elaborate. Evelyn 
Riser judged the event. 

1988 officers of Rocky Mountain Oiapter: (L to R) Priscilla Arthur, Alice Cutshall, Steve Md:'.ormick, David 
Love. Chairman of Nominating Committee, Bob Porter, is on far right. Don Zeller Photo 

Volunteers, headed by President David 
Love, spent several days cleaning and 
decorating for the event. A "graveyard" 
graced the entrance to the Music Studio, 
presided over by "Arnold" the grave
digger. "Arnold" also ran the broom-

parking concession - Compact Brooms 
only please! "Broomhilda," the witch, 
was seen flying high overhead inside the 
studio, and two 12' "ghosts" stood guard 
over the console. And there were "eyes" 
all over the place keeping watch over 
things. Refreshments included hot cider 
punch and homemade pumpkin pie. The 
event was deemed a success by all in 
attendance, and plans are to do it again. 
It was well worth all the effort. 

At the November 22 Annual meeting, 
Dorothy Retallack was the featured 
organist. 

Members are eagerly looking forward 
to beginning work on the installation of 

the former Aladdin Theatre Wicks organ 
in Denver's East High School. The organ 
was donated to the school by the Friends 
of the Mayan group when efforts to install 
the organ in that theatre fell through. 
Design-work for the installation at the 
school is nearly completed and details 
regarding funding and access to the or
gan are being worked out with school 
officials. It is hoped that work will begin 
soon after the first of the year. School 
officials are so anxious to get the organ 
installed that they have already begun 
planning the dedication ceremony. It is 
expected that the project will take at least 
one year to complete. Don Zeller 

Dorothy Retallack at the Riller coDllOle. Dan Zeller Photo Music makers at "Ghouly Gala:" (L to R) John Tanguma, Dave Rutherford and Ed Benoit. Don Zeller Photo 

NOW AVAILABLE ••. 

Phil Maloof Presents ~ei-
KAY McABEE 

In Concert 
Roxy Pipe Organ / Ramada Classic Hotel 

Order From: 
12 Selections 
On Cassette 

SI 1.00 postpaid 
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Kay McAbee 
1834 California NE 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 

no.,ald f- ()Vere.,d 
THEATER ORGANIST 

THEATER PIPE ORGAN CONCERTS 

RRl BOX 127 HASTINGS, NY 13076 
(315) 668-6782 
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ST. LOUIS 
MWK>uri 

314/343-8473 

Joe Barnes and Chuck Wiltch (see 
photo) seem to be saying a few prayers 
(?) prior to placing the Peterson solid-state 
relay into the three-manual Wurlitzer 
console. Moving of the console was 
scheduled for January 2, from the warm 
basement in Joe's home to the cold the
atre in South St. Louis. It will ultimately 
control 23 ranks in the wonderful acoustic 
setting of the theatre . By the time you 
read this, the console should be there 
and the balance of the "wiring in" nearly 
complete . 

Members and guests were invited to 
the home of Jack, Moelmann for a Christ
mas party and short meeting. We enjoyed 
visiting, snacks and drinks during open 
console. After a lovely potluck dinner, we 
were entertained by Jack's wonderful 

Working on the Wonder Morton in Santa Barbara. 

SANTA BARBARA 
California 

805/682-1604 
October 1, at 8:00 p.m. is a date to be 

marked on everyone's calendar. If all 
goes as planned that will be the dedica
tion and premiere of the totally rebuilt 
Wonder Morton in the Arlington Theatre 
in Santa Barbara. Chapter members and 
other community volunteers, spend four 
weekly work sessions making sure every
thing is done perfectly. All 3000 magnets 
have been removed from the bottom 
boards and re-built, all the pneumatics 
have been replaced with new leather. 
Every chest has been refinished and re
corked. The elaborate trim on the console 
has been ''gold leafed.'' The bottom key
board has been re-ivoried in real ivory, 
and other slightly damaged keys have 
been repaired . The giant 25hp Woods 
motor has been re-built, the impellers 
balanced and are now installed in the 
blower room just behind the projection 
booth. The 150-foot windline is in place 
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Joe Barnes and Chuck Wiltek study the Peterson relay before installing it. Dale L. Boring Photo 

concert which included a sing-along and 1987 ended on a high note. Many new 
a silent movie. He was later joined by members were added to our roster. This 
Mark Gifford to perform duets and non- means more supporting workers, ticket 
sense. How very fortunate we are to have sellers for our Variety Shows and a bright
such talent in our midst! It is always a er future for our project at the fabulous 
tr-eat to enjoy Jack's hospitality and his Granada Theatre. Dale L. Boring 
unique musical Theatre Room. 

and when spring arrives the 20-ton slum
bering giant will be put in place ... voiced 
and tuned for this large 2000-plus seat 
movie palace. Stephen Leslie and Roger 
lnkpen of the Newton Pipe Organ Com
pany of San Jose will complete what we 
hope to be the finest sounding organ in 
the west, if not the country . A few pro
blems remain with the console lift, but 
will be worked out. It must rise 17 feet to 
stage level. Two additional ranks of pipes 
are being added bringing the total to 26. 
Otto Korntheuer has personally rebuilt 
the entire Toy Counter and all the tuned 
percuss ion are now in mint condition . 
When local cinema organist Jerry Garard 
rides the console up playing Copeland's 
"Fanfare For the Common Man" and 
"Dream The Impossible Dream, " the 
hair on your neck will rise with the ivory 
and gold leafed console. Thomas Hazle
ton will be the featured premiere organist. 
A cocktail party will follow the concert in 
the Arlington Court . An "open console" 
event will follow that ... should be a 
night to attend and remember. John Oien 

SIERRA 
Sacramento 

916/726-5132 or 916/332-2837 

Several of our members were featured 
at the George A Siever Wurlitzer organ 
for the annual Craft Show in December. 
Playing Christmas music for the many 
who attended at the Fair Oaks Clubhouse 
were Eric Parker, Don Wallin', Art Phelan 
and Chuck Shumate, while Harry Cline 
was coordinator of manpower and sup
plies. 

We went all out for the holidays and 
held two Christmas parties, one at Bob
by D's and a potluck at the Fair Oaks 
Clubhouse. Both were well attended and 
enjoyable. 

We started off 1988 with another fine 
concert at Grant High School on January 
3. The 4/22 Wurlitzer was put through its 
paces by two fine theatre organists, Don 
Wallin' and Dave Moreno . Don opened 
the program with several fine selections 
and then Dave came to the console and 
they played several duets on piano and 
organ. Dave also played a few numbers 
before going into the silent Laurel and 
Hardy Two Tars which only Dave can 
accompany as a silent movie should be 
accompan ied- he had the audience in 
stitches. It was a most enjoyable day, and 
we had a surprisingly good crowd con
sidering the nasty weather that day. 

Bud Taylor 

Do You 
Know 
Any 
Young 
Organists? 

The rules and regulations for the 
1988 Young Organist Competition 
have been sent to all chapter pres
idents. If you know of a talented 
youngster (age 13-20) who might 
be interested in entering, contact 
your chapter immediately so he 
can start preparing for the com
petition. If you have questions, 
contact Lois Segur, 1930-301 
West San Marcos Blvd., San 
Marcos, California 92069. 
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SOONER STATE 
Tulsa 

918/742-8693 or 918/437-2146 

Our November meeting was an all-day 
trip to Arkansas, first to Siloam Springs !O 
admire the progress on Hugh and Enid 
Lineback's 2/6 Kilgen, then on to Bella 
Vista for a visit with Russell and Florence 
Joseph. Russell played a number of tapes 
of music recorded at the ATOS National 
Convention in Los Angeles, as well as 
tapes from the recent Buffalo Regional 
Convention. Russell's sound equipment 
is superb - there was absolutely no dis
tortion of any of the 32-foot pedal sounds. 
Russ then played for us on his mint
condition 2/4 WurUtzer, after which we 
enjoyed open console. We then adjourn
ed to the country club for dinner, and 
were home in Tulsa before eleven o'clock. 

During the two weeks prior to our 
Christmas party, Harry Rasmussen and 
Lee Smith spent many long hours trying 
to fix the dead stop tabs in the console . 
After enduring the frustration of not being 
able to get at the back of the console, 
they finally told church officials that the 
low partition blocking their efforts would 
have to be removed . . . and workmen 
began the next day to make the partition 
into a movable gate! The repair project 
then proceeded. The problem was in the 
cable from the console to the switch 
stack, and since there was no way to tell 
just what or where the trouble was, they 
used the "spares" in the cable to restore 
the switching action. Then Harry and Phil 
Judkins tuned - and the 4/14 Robert
Morton was ready to play. 

Dorothy Smith played the mini-concert 
for the Christmas program. She had al
ways wanted to see if she knew ''Carol 
of the Bells" and "Dance of the Sugar
plum Fairy" (the latter inspired by a re
cording by George Wright) well enough 
to play them. The chrysoglott worked 
beautifully, much to her delight! George 
Wright also gets the credit for the regis
tration for "O Holy Night." "Less is 
more," he said, and "You can use the 
(horn) Diapason as a solo stop .'' _So _the 
melody was a Diapason solo, with Just 
the Concert Flute for the accompaniment. 

Christmas music has to include a medley 
from Hansel and Gretel - and its "Even
ing Prayer'' was fun to do on the chimes. 

We then heard Paul Craft sing, ac
companied by his wife, Carolyn. Their 
"O Holy Night" and "White Christmas" 
were perfectly beautiful. The group sing
ing which followed, accompanied by 
Carolyn, was indeed "a joyful noise." The 
console was then open and several others 
played, and we also heard more Gospel 
music from the Crafts. 

The first Saturday in December, three 
of our members (Dorothy Smith, Dick Van 
Dera, and Carolyn Craft) played Christ
mas music on the residence pipe organ 
installed in Tulsa's Philbrook Art Center. 
This organ, a two-manual Aeolian, origin
ally had eleven ranks, and has been ex
panded and restored through the gener
osity of member Bill McMahon in 
memory of his wife, June Appleby Mc 
Mahon. Sadly, the organ has hardly been 
played all this past year, and it needs to 
be played. We are trying to promote the 
reinstitution of regular programs on it. 

Our chapter-owned 3/1 O Robert
Morton installation in Tulsa's Vo-Tech 
high school is actually nearing comple
tion. The Devtronix electronic combina
tion action has been shipped, and wiring 
is not expected to take too long. A "gar
age'' has been built by Sam Collier and 
Don Kimes to house the console, which 
is now set up on the auditorium stage. It 
shouldn't be too much longer, now! 

Dorothy Smith 

REMEMBER TO 
VOTE! 

Your Ballot 
Must Be 

Received by 
May 15, 1988. 

SOUTH FLORIDA 
Miami 

305/458-2912 or 305/443-2651 

We have heard a lot of good music in 
recent months. In November, Don Baker 
of Orlando gave a concert at Andre Hall, 
playing the 4/15 Wurlitzer. In December, 
the annual Christmas party at the home 
of Mildred and Calvin Jureit featured Ron 
Rhode playing the superb mostly Wurlit
zer. A second Christmas party was held 
at the Gusman Center for the Performing 
Arts in downtown Miami where the chap
ter and the American Guild of Organists 
joined forces for music and refreshments. 

The chapter kicked off January with a 
concert by Timothy Needler, from Indi
anapolis, at Gusman Center. His recital 
was followed by open console with chap
ter members trying their luck at the 
grand Wurlitzer . Joe Werne 

Magazine 
Problems? 

If you are not receiving 
your magazines , write to: 

DOUGLAS C. FISK 
P.O. Box 420490 

Sacramento , California 95842 

For back issues and binders, 
write to: 

ATOS BACK ISSUES & BINDERS 
1393 Don Carlos Court 

Chula Vista, California 92010 

MAGIC ORCHESTRAL SOUNDS Of DAN St:Plt:K 
Detroit Theatre Organ Club - 4/34 Wurlitzer Pipe Organ 

VRDS 10012 - STEREO Dan Sein.er 
"Congratulations and bravo "A Fantastic Orga':i~t ... " 

on your record. " - LIBERACE, pianist 
LUCIANO PAVAROTTI, tenor 

"You created an artistic masterpiece that 
permeates with ingenious imagination." 

RICHARD PURVIS, organist 

A Grieg Fantasia • Piano Concerto in A Minor • Anitra's Dance 
Wedding Day • Peer Gynt • Tea for Two • Evergreen 

Hawaii • Miami Beach Rumba • You • And More 

$10.00 postpaid - $12.00 outside USA 
VILLAGE RECORDS • P.O. BOX 633 • LA VERNE, CA 91750 

THEATRE ORGAN 

ORGANIST-PIANIST 

"Many good wishes for your career. 
God-Speed! You are a supervirtuoso that 

commands musical sensitivity with nuance." 
LUCIANO PAVAROTTI 

The World's Favorite Tenor 

M&J Enterprises 
Personal Manager: Margaret Bonfiglio 

P.O. Box 633, Laverne, Calif. 91750 
(714) 596-5024 
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SOUTHEAST TEXAS 
409/886-5601 

We had a number of events that filled 
the last half of 1987. 

A summer workshop for children, 
sponsored by the Beaumont Community 
Players, wrote and produced a history of 
the Jefferson Theatre. There was a spe
cial segment devoted to the organ's his
tory that included a tribute to the late Al 
Sacker, founder of our chapter. 

The organ has been featured as pre
show entertainment at most Beaumont 
Community Players productions this year Carter Bidwell and the third grade choir during the Christmas program. 

and at the Jefferson Theatre Preservation 
Society's film series. 

An Open Console Concert on August 
30 found our vice-chairman, Carter Bid
well, as well as local organists Jim Dole
man and Milburn Amy at our Robert
Morton. 

Jim Connors played an excellent con
cert on October 18. It had been seven 
years since Jim had played for us, and it 
was a real pleasure to welcome his 
return. 

Also in October, as part of Beaumont's 
Sesquicentennial Celebration, there was 
an open house at the Jefferson and the 
organ was played for the enjoyment of 
those attending. Chapter members were OpencollllOleaftertheChristmasprogram. 
there to answer questions about the 
organ and the society. 

The Jefferson Theatre Preservation 
Society completed one phase of its re
storation, the replacement of the seats, 
and held a party in honor of those indivi
duals who had purchased seats. Since 
the organ is such a part of the theatre's 
history, our chapter was invited to feature 
the organ at this gala event. 

We closed our year with a Christmas 
program on December 13. Carter Bidwell 
played a selection of Christmas music 
and then was joined by a choir of third 
graders from Lumberton Primary School, 
under the direction of Linda Bullington. 
After the program, as is our custom, there 

CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION 

on the 
Magazine Cover Sheets. 

REGISTER SOON! 

PORTLAND ~ 
has all the fun! 

was an open console and a tau r of the Carter Bidwell at the console of the Robert-Morton. JULY 2-6, 1988 
pipe chambers. Lee Bryant 
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r----------------------------------------, 
WALTER STRONY : 

DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE : 
"The tape as a whole is a refreshing change ... A recommended must for : 
followers of the Phoenix fellowship. " t 

Walter J. Beaupre, Theatre Organ : 

Walt Strony plays Milwaukee's Riverside Wurlitzer pipe organ on the first 
recording ever issued of this fine instrument. The selections are Down By 
The Riverside, Kiss in The Dark, Bolero, Showboat, Malaguena, My 
Cousin in Milwaukee, My Heart At Thy Sweet Voice and Bacchanale. 
Walt Strony at his best! 

Available As Cassette Tape Only (DTOS 101) 
$10.00 Postpaid- $12.00 Outside USA 

DTOS Tape• 2420 Springdale Road #101 • Waukesha, WI 53186 
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Oiapttr Prtsident Ray Danford and ATOS Prtsident 
Jack Moelmann at First Christian Church Fellow
ship Hall. ML V Photo 

ATOS Archives/Library 
Vernon P. Bickel, Curator 
1393 Don Carlos Court 
Chula Vista, CA 92010 

619/ 421-9629 

VOTE! 
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VALLEY OF THE SUN 
Phoenix 

,--__ ~72-6223 or 602/278-9107 

Our November 22 chapter meeting 
was held in the First Christian Church 
Fellowship Hall where Ken Schroeder 
performed at the Wurlitzer theatre pipe 
organ that members of our chapter have 
helped to install. Several of his selections 
that afternoon were love songs. 

We did not have a chapter meeting in 
December, but encouraged our members 
to attend the Rob Richards concert at 
Organ Stop Pizza on December 13. The 
first part of the program featured show 
tunes and Rob's own synthesized key
board composition, "Music for the New 
Age.'' The second half was all Christmas 
music. 

National ATOS President Jack Moel
mann had us all chuckling at First Chris
tian Church on January 3. We weren't 
laughing at his music, but at his amusing 
one-liners! Jack's theatre organ program 
included a variety of songs from "Rubber 
Duckie" to a patriotic medley. 

Madeline UVolsi 

WESTERN RESERVE 
Cleveland, Ohio 

216/521-7269 or 216/941-0572 

We held our annual election of officers 
at a November 22 meeting at the Cleve
land Grays Armory. Veteran theatre 
organist Billy Buswell entertained from 
the console of the auditorium's 3/15 
Wurlitzer followed by open console time 
for all. 

Chapter members and friends gather
ed to celebrate the holidays with a Christ
mas party at the Plum Creek Inn (formerly 
the Lamplighter Inn) in Olmsted Falls, 
Ohio. The December 6 festivities included 
a delicious meal and holiday and tradi
tional mood music provided by resident 
organist Tom Drake at the keys of the 
three-manual Kimball. A cocktail hour 
and open console rounded out the Yule
tide festivities. 

The Cleveland Grays will present Paul 
Quarino of Portland, Oregon's Organ 
Grinder Restaurant in concert at the 
Cleveland Grays Armory 3/15 Wurlitzer 
on Saturday, May 7, at 8:00 p.m. Tickets 
are available in advance from: Grays Ar
mory, 1234 Bolivar Road, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44115. Jim Shepherd 
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WOLVERINE 
C-entral & Lower Michigan 

313/284-8882 or 313/588-7118 

In the good company of Reverends 
Jim Miller and Andrew Rogers, the Wol
verines heard organist Gerry Elliott play 
Chet Summers ' Austin organ in his 
Church of the Second Spirit in September. 
After a rousing program on the DTOC 
Wurlitzer in the Senate Theatre by Don 
Haller, we returned to hear Melissa Am
brose demonstrate her versatility on the 
same organ in November. 

Wolverines Don McKinney (sax), Mary McKinney and Jim Reinhart (Hammonds) entertaining at the 
Pattenons. Fred Page Photo 

Our " official " Novembe·r gathering in 
the home of Chuck and Sharron Patter
son was anything but formal. It was a 
regular "Talent Show" in which we heard 
a mean saxophone, an accordion and 
the Pattersons' two organs and piano. 

1987 closed with a " homecoming. " 
Our good friends Glen Rank and Dave 
Voydanoff, who hosted a dozen Wolverine 
Christmas gatherings in the past, this 
year opened their home in their new lo
cation in Algonac , Michigan, to their 
Wolverine friends. Those of us who 
attended came home with a happy glow, 
the rekindled "spirit of Christmases past" 
at Wurlitzer House I. Charlie & Betty Baas Oiarlie Baas and Fred Page with Don Haller at the Dave Voydanoff looks on as Herb Head plays his 

COJlllOle. Fred Page Photo Wurlitzer. Bill Bogel Photo 

·t .. ,.a 
Hostess Sharron Patterson and accordionist Melma Ambrose, coached by 
Dorothy VanSteenkiste. Fred Page Photo 
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One Last Time ... Remember to Vote! 

(203) 929 .1 652 
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