
Theatre 
Organ 
JOURNAL OF THE 
AMERICAN THEATRE 
ORGAN SOCIETY 

Library of Congress Catalog Number : ML 1 T 334 
(ISSN 0040-5531) 

VOLUME 30, NUMBER 3 
MAY/JUNE 1988 

Editorial . Grace E. McGinnis 
4633 S.E. Brook side Dr. , .¥58 

Milwaukie . Oregon 97222 
Phone: 503/654-5823 

Advertl•lng . Len Clarke 
1839 Weeg Way 

Park Ridge . Illinois 60068 
Phone 312/692-9399 

llembar•hlp . Douglas C Fisk 
P.O Box417 490 

Sacramen to. California 95841 
Phone: 916/962-1019 

Back 1-u•• & Binder• . Verno n P Bickel 
1393 Don Carlos Ct 

Chula Vista , Cali forni a 92010 
Phone: 619/421-9629 

Pr••ldent . Jack Moe lmann 
PO Box 165 

Scott AFB. lll1no1s 62225 
Phone : 618/632-8455 

'tile• Pre•ldent Russell Joseph 
18 Fenchurch Dr 

Bella Vista. Arkansa s 72714 
Phone: 501/855-1002 

S.Cretary . David M. Barnett 
423 North Stafford Ave 

Richmond . V1rg1nia 23220 
Phone. 804/359-6318 

Trea•urer ... Warren Dale Mendenhall 
4428 Pennsylvania Ave 

Fair Oaks . California 95628 
Phone. 916/967 -5060 

Executive Director Douglas C Fisk 
P.O. Box 417 490 

Sacramento . Cal1forn1a 95841 
Phone. 916/962-1019 

Board of Director• 
Tom B"hend Robert Markworth 

Vernon P Bickel Allen R Miller 
Catherine Koenig Ashley Mil ler 

John Ledwon Lois F Segur 
Dorothy VanSteenk1ste 

Corporate Off ice 
Ameri can Theatre Organ Society , Inc 

1393 Don Carlos Ct 
Chula Vista . Cal1forn1a 9201 O 

Curator - Archive/Library Vernon P Bickel 
1393 Don Carlos Ct 

Chula Vista . Cal1forn1a 92010 

Editor 
Editor Emerit us 
Contributing Editor 
Assistant Editor 
Associate Editor s 
Advert1s1ng 
Publisher 

Phone 619/421-9629 

Journal Staff 
Grace E McGinnis 

W Stu Green 
Robert Gilbert 

Paul J Guarino 
Lloyd E Klos . Robert Shafter 

Len Clarke 
Warren Dale Mendenhall 

De•ign & Type•ettlng 
Stanley LeMaster Typesetting & Design 

Portland. Oregon 

Printing & Mailing 
Times L1tho / Forest Grove . Oregon 

4• MAY/JUNE 

President's M~age 
Summer is here, and for those of us who are from the midwest and northern 

part of the U.S. it is certainly welcome . We are all now looking forward to the 
exciting convention being planned by the people of Portland, Oregon. I hope that 
your plans will include the convention this summer . It is a beautiful area and the 
convention promises to be an exciting one. Details and regist~ation information 
were provided in the last issue of the Journal. 

While I am on the subject of conventions , you need to realize that a lot of work 
goes into them and planning is started several years in advance. In 1989 we will 
be going to Detroit where Motor City Chapter is already working long and hard. 

In 1990 we were to go to San Francisco where the Nor-Cal chapter would be 
our hosts. Since they wanted it to be a first class operation and realized that 
some of their venues may not be ready, they have asked to delay the 1990 con­

vention in San. Francisco. Since, for planning purposes , and that wasn 't far off , Tim Needler, a member of 
the ATOS Executive Committee and our Convention Planning Coordinator , got the Central Indiana Chapter 
together and they offered, and your ATOS Board accepted , to have the 1990 convention once again in 
Indianapolis. You probably remember what a great convention we had there several years ago, and I know 
that they will come through again . Thank you Central Indiana for your help. Your Board of Direct ors w ill be 
working out locations for conventions after 1990 with the chapters which have indicated that they want to 
host one, Nor-Cal being one of those for possibly 1991. Then there will be the regional conventi ons being 
planned. So look for some exciting times for ATOS conventions . 

The new ATOS membership brochure has been completed , thanks to the people of Motor City and in 
particular to Board member Dorothy VanSteenkiste and her committee. They have been sent out to the 
chapters, and I hope that you like it. but more important, that it will get ATOS some new members . It was 
an expensive brochure and took a lot of time and talent . Please make the best use of it you can. If you need 
some, let Doug Fisk know and he can help you out. 

In January 1988, we started a new procedure with the ATOS International NEWS, the very successfu l 
publication that we started over a year ago. We went to a separate mailing and expanded it to eight pages. 
The cost of the newsletter is very high. I have recommended to the Board that we go back to the way we 
did it last year , that is have a four -page newsletter , and send it in the center of the Journal in those months 
that we publish the Journal. In the other months , it would be a separate mailing . The want-ads would also 
go back into the Journal as there wasn 't as big a response to the new method of having want ads every 
month as we thought. With postage as high as it is, and the fiscal restraint which your Board is trying to 
maintain to ensure that there are funds for worthwhile ·projects yet to be undertaken , I hope that you can 
understand what is being proposed . The vote is not in from the Board yet , but there could be this change 
soon. In any event, you will still receive the newsletter and enjoy what it has become to be. Your Board of 
Directors w ill further discuss the matter at the meeting we will have in Portland this summe r. 

One last thing, the election of the new members to the ATOS Board of Directors is over . I hope that you 
voted. The votes are now being counted. The closeout date for ballot receipt was May 15. I won 't be able 
to announce the new members until the July issue of the Journal and at the convention . I thank all of you 
who voted for supporting your organization and ensuring that the people you want to represent you are on 
the Board. 

See you in PORTLANDI 
Sincerely yours, 

r1~ N 
Executive Director's M~ge 

Some comments on the records kept and used: On occasion the question is 
raised regarding information on the mailing label. The top line of the label is the 
key to your renewal date. The months are stated in terms of numbers and you can 
quickly determine your renewal date by the number . An 0688 means a June re­
newal. You will receive your first " renewal dues due" notice early in May and a 
" reminder " late in June if not yet received . If the renewal is not received early in 
July your name will be removed from the active membership , and you will not re­
ceive the July/August issue of the Journal. This system is repeated every two 
months . Only even months are used to work with the publication of the Journal 
and to assure every member that they will receive six copies of the Journal and 12 

issues of the Newsletter . Every renewal received up to the day the labels must be run is entered but one 
received the following day would miss one issue. This office is not authorized to back-date renewals as the 
expense when it was done became too great to handle. 

And a request: Please pay your dues directly to the national office in the envelope provided. It is very help­
ful in keeping accurate records , saving time, and reducing the number of members who suffer a short lapse 
in their membership . Your local treasurer has enough responsibility without adding handling your member­
ship renewal. When your membership is in o~der or an error is made in this office and an issue of the Journal 
is missed (it happens to a few with each issue), send me a note and that issue will be replaced immediately 

at no added cost. ~ ~ 

p DOUG FISK 

THEATRE ORGAN 




