
nwJ, UewJ, and GvenlJ 
E

VERY ARDE ' T orga n enthu siast dreams of the da y when he can 
ow n an o rga n of hi s own and, if the ur ge is stro ng enough, will 
make every sacrifi ce to see hi s dream fulfilled. Like Eric Reeve, 

of Min ot, N.D. , for in stance. Eric rece ntl y purcha sed th e 2m/5r 
Wurlitzer, form erl y loca ted in the State Th ea tr e in Min ot. Hi s letter 
should be an in spirati on to an y reade r, to wit: "The car alm ost 
quit on me on th e wa y over to H a llock , and lucky for me a service 
station att endant diagnos ed the tro ub le as ge nerato r brushes . My mover 
friend loaded th e orga n, assisted by tw o farm ers and m yself , and it 
filled th e van exce pt a f:cw boxe s of pipes and th e bench and swe ll
sh ade m otor whi ch went int o m y car. Th en, just as I was leav ing I ran 
off th e road int o a dit ch , but luckil y a fa rm er with a tra ctor pulled 
m e back on th e road. After leav ing Gra nd Forks th e gas lin e froze 
up twice. Anoth er push. Vi sibili ty was ze r at tim es, so ro ugh wa~ 
the blizzard. Bu t after Dev il's Lake it was clear as a bell and th e 
next morning, with th e tcmp eraL rc below zero, th e va n ar ri ved and 
we unl oaded int o the basement cellar h ap haza rdl y. The n ext clay 
I stayed . home from work an d loaded it int o th e cellar pro1 er ly. I 
can 't see h ow Ed Gress go t a ten-ra nk orga n in hi s basement and 
p lay ing wh en I can 't even ge t a six-ra nk one in. The console width 
and th e door width exac tly match up-two feet eleven inch es-so 
th ere wa s n o room to turn it and the stairs came too close to th e 
doo r. H e sa id if I took th e brace off he could swing it in , but 
I didn 't want to take the console apart beca use it wa s so co ld . It 
was quite an adve ntu re. I spe nt all da y Sunda y takin r th e console 
apa rt and p uttin g it toget h er aga in-as it was. Taken apa rt , the 
upp er part of th e console onl y ju st fitted through our 3-foo t -minu s 
door. I don ' t kn ow what a perso n would do who h ad a smaller 
doo r as I had th at console apart. I will have to reso lder th e peda l 
board cont ac ts as thi s board wa s damaged wh en I wa s 1tr ying to 

uns oramblc all th e cables and wires in side th e co nsole. It loo ks 
nice in th e living room and I sit for hour s adm irin g it and fee l so 
good th at it is reall y min e. Edd ie Dun stedtcr pla yed thi s orga n 
yea rs ago . I j ust hope th at I can even tu ally ge t it in pla yable condi 
tion ." (1-Vlzere there's a will, there's a way. ED.) 

Co ngra tul a tions tQ ,M essrs. Hare and Bartlett on th e Marc h issue 
of T lzeatre Organ Review. A ver y attr ac tiv e issue. It 's a publi ca tion 
th at certainl y should appea l to a wide numb er of orga n enthu siasts 
in thi s countr y. E ng land has had a long and m erit orious career in 
th e th ea tr e orga n wo rld and if you TrnIA r eade rs arc n ot keeping 
abreas t of orga n go ings-o n in that countr y, you are missing inter
estin g orga n lor e. We are happ y to h ave cont r ibut ed somethin g 
to thi s fine quarterl y! . ... Attention Mr. Jam e Grinstead! We're 
positiv e yo u w ill wax enthu siastic ove r Don Baker 's recordin g o n 
Lorin Whitn ey's Robert- Mort on. Don neve r p layed better and the 
di sc is well eng ineered ... W e had a piece comm emoratin r th e 10th 
an ni versary of th e T lzeatre Organ Clu b and Theatre Organ Review 
lin ed up for p ubli ca tion in an earl y issue of THE TIBIA but space 
wa prohibitiv e. Sorr y w e'r e lat e on thi s coverage but you will fi nd 
it in thes e page s. W e ju st th ought it well to g ive our readers a 
littl e background of yo ur fine contributi on to th e th ea tr e o rga n and 
its lore ... . H ere's anoth er piece th at wa s d eleted from an ear lier 
issue titled " Repos itory for T . 0. Literature. " Th e idea still stand s 
as good so h ere is what we h ad to say: 

Roy Gorish , our very able co-worker, brings up a matter wo rth y 
uf consideration h ere, name ly, th at th e Association att empt to collect 
a compl ete file of periodica ls fo r use in historical research. Earl y 
is~ues of The Di apason, th e A meri can Organ ist, T lie ,V/u sician , Et "d e. 
Melody Magazi ne co nt ai n int eres tin g data for th e hi stor ica l mind ed 
enthusiast. A libr ary of such lit eratur e, toge th er with sundr y articles, 
photographs , and th e lik e would be of immea surab le va lue. As Roy 
put it , we should "b uy, borr ow, or get it donat ed "- in any case, 
we need to ga th er together such material. So wh y not ge t start ed; 
Your Ed itor will take th e initi al step by donating his scrapbo oks 
and photo co llection to A.T. O .E. If th e proposal to dev elop a li -
bra ry of o rga n lit era tur e m eets wi th favo r and you hav e mat er ial 
for rel ease, kindl y send to the Ed itor fo r holdin g and perusal until 
such tim e as a proper repos itory for sa id mater ial can be chosen. 
l HEATR,E ORGAN REVIEW 

Thi s is an env iabl e record, one th at ed itor Fra nk A . Hare of 
thi s quarterl y publi cat ion ca n be ju stly pro ud. Thi s record of ac
co mpli shm ent is inde ed wort h y of recog niti on and we are grateful 
t, F rank H are for su pp lying the de tails which fo llow. 

T he Rob in son Cleaver Theatre Organ Club was foun ded May 
22, 1938 as "T he Robin son Cleaver Radio Club." It was comm on 
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prac tice back in tho se da y to favor lead ing organi ts in Bnta1n 
w ith "fa n" clubs and it was inevitab le th at Rob inson Cleaver who 
was ri sing rapidl y to fam e would be so favored. The in tigator be 
hind it a ll wa s Ralph Bartlett who co ntribut es reg ularl y to TH~: 
T1n1A and w hose brief biog raph y appears elsew here in thi s issue. 

The first m ee tin g of th e Club wa s a visit to th e old B.B.C. 
Th ea tr e Or ga n in September of 1938 followed by visits to th e 
Granada, T oo tin g. And , in 1939, a meetin g at Town Hall at W oo l
wich with mu sic by a fa mous band p lus Reg inald D ixon n the 
Hammond and Robin on Cleave r on the concert orga n. La ter in 
the yea r th e war broke out and m any m emb ers left for th e Services . 
This necess itated a suspe nsion of th e Club ac tiviti es until th e cessa
tion of hostiliti e ·; and in 1946 it wa s reorganized and meeti ngs 
resum ed at th e Tooting, th e Rit z and in oth er cinemas, concert 
halls, ball rooms, and orga n fac tor ies. Sundr y social meetin gs in 
London and/ Leeds. 

A lth ough oth er orga n fa n club s wer e form ed ·or reform ed after 
the war, non e ur vived fo r long, and th e club , rea liz ing in 1950 
that tim es had changed, decid ed to embr ace all orga nists yet still 
retain th e nam e of its Pre sident - thu s "T he Robin son Cleaver 
Th eatre Or ga n Club." Toda y thi s gr up cate rs to th e entir e thea 
tre organ field and lead ing orga nists from all par ts of th e countr y are 
invited to take part in its reg ular activ iti es. 

In 1947 thi s Club started issuin g a quart erl y magazine kn ow n as 
th e Theatre Organ Review. It tart ed o rig inally as purel y a Clu b 
ma gaz ine, but today onl y a minor amo unt of ~pace is dev oted to 
reports of. Club act ivities. In spit e of in creas ing costs, th e circulation 
of thi s excel lent qu arter ly h as stead ily in crease d and th e numb er 
of pages has been doubled. Eri c Atkin, th e orig inal Ed ito r for som<" 
three yea rs, was joined by Frank H are at the sta rt of 1950 and thi s 
tea m worked togeth er until th e encl of l 955 when Mr. Atkin foun d 
it n ecessa r y lo re sign. Mr. Hare ha s no fear th at th supp ly of ma 
teria l on such a spec ia liz ed subj ect a~ th ea tre orga ns w ill be wanting , 
and he is confid ent , in view of th e steady str ea m of co ntributi ons 
reaching hi s desk , th at th e Theatre Organ Review will co ntinu e 
well int o 'th e futu re. Aga in , hearty congratulations to Ed itor H are 
and honorary Secreta ry Ralph Bartlett for bea utiful performance s 
\Ve w ish th em increas ing success d urin g the next decad e and tru st 
that their magaz in e will reach an eve r-g rowin g numb er of thea tr e 
orga n enthu siasts. 
ORGANIZING IN CHICAGO 

Your ed itor spent eve ral da ys in th e "w ind y b ty" to get the 
latest fac ts on feed ing bab y pigs, chi ckens, and bac ter ia in th e 
pa un ch of a cow and , last but certa inl y not least, to see what 's 
go ing on in th e orga n world . A high light wa3 an eve nin g w ith Al 
Mel ga rd and hi s daughter Jun e at th e Stadium (t he night of th r: 
Fulmer-Robinson fight ) at th e conclu sion of which A l sa id , "Mel, 
th ere's th e bench . Sit dow n and p lay a tune. " A nd ther e I sat a l 

that 6- manual console with over 38,000 pipe s ove rh ead a half a 
bloc k away wishing that a mi rac le wo uld happe n . Tt didn't, but 
it was an expe rience. The night previo us, an exte nd ed lun ch and 
chat w ith Bill Kn aus .at th e Baldwin Piano Co m pa ny to ha ve a 
g,1111ut of o rga n mu sic from it s incep tion and use in the chur ch to 
ballrooms and theatre s. 1Bill, you know, is one of tho se versat ile 
o rgani sts wh o pla ys the orga n in hi s loc:1I chur ch on Sund ay morn 
ings, dem ons tr ates Baldwin orga ns during th e week . and hi s re 
cord ings at th e Trian on Ballroom ·wurlitzer are well known to 
record collectors. Then a meeting with Ka y McAbee at th e "House 
of Or ga ns" (A llen ) where Ka y demonstrated the new Allen organ 
with an in vitatio n to vis it th e Paramount at Aurora after midnight. 
Regg ie Poo rt , buSI' as usual, exte nd ed a n in vitation to dine at hi ~ 
home with hi s charmin g wif e and daught er-a noth er unfor _gettabl " 
ex Derience w hen Regg ie reco unt ed some of hi s ex periences in 
E ng land . Alth ough th e h our was late, Regg ie insi sted on dr ivin,I! 
me to th e Hilt on. Oh yes , Regg ie is plannin g another recordin g 
session with Emor y Cook! And , last but not lea t, a very pleasant 
rendezvous wi th F. LeRoy- Telson, top flight Hammond orga n ace, 
in the foyer of the Co nr ad Hilt on wh f re he ha s played regularly 
during th e pa t 14 years . A synops is of hi s ca reer as an organ ist 
wo uld include 12 yea rs with Balaban and Katz (Cas imir Th ea tr e, 
Th e Ori ental , Bell Park , Belmont , and oth er ) . o rga n recital s over 
radio stations WG and WCFL , a one-year stin t at a ro ller rink , 
and som e sessions at the Chicago Stadium , in add ition to servi ng 
as church organist and choir director and as a member of the 
facult y of th e Cosmopolitan Chicago Co n, ervatory. Yes, we did 
lea rn th at the bacteria in th e paun ch nf a cow mu st have their 
,·itamin s and min eral s! A great week mixi ng business and pleasur e 
-w ith a raincheck on the tr ip to Aurora w ith Ka y McAbee. 
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