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ALABAMA
Birmingham
205/942-5611 or 205/644-3606

Pipe organs aren't the only things go-
ing in Birmingham. June and July were
“bustin' out all over” as the Alabama
chapter joined in with other organizations
for a couple of ventures centered at The
Alabama Theatre. First, Operation New
Birmingham and The Alabama Theatre
hosted a walking tour of the newly desig-
nated Theatre Historic District with The
Alabama as the focal point. Included in
the tour were the Lyric Theatre, Famous
Players Theatre, Carver Theatre, and The
Alabama. Dinner and cocktails were
served on stage as the Mighty Wurlitzer
was played. A lot of enthusiasm for sev-
eral upcoming projects was generated.

July 1 found Joe Giatinna and The
Bama Cardinals on stage with a Big
Band Dance. This event was well re-
ceived, and the organ was used during
the two intermissions. Nothing, of course,
is more fun than a true 100% pipe organ
concert, and on June 11 Jonas Nordwall
delivered more than 100% of pure talent
and entertainment. The crowd celebrated
Jonas' first visit to Birmingham and
honored him with praise and applause.
We all know what an audience-pleaser
Jonas is and hope to have him back soon.

The weekend of the Fourth of July
found several chapter members working
at The Birmingham Wedding Chapel
completing the releathering of regulators
for the 3/20 Wurlitzer going in there.
Chambers are almost completed for the
massive instrument, and work continues
on the rebuilding of everything!

Another star visited The Alabama
Theatre July 8 and 9 when Butterfly Mc
Queen appeared at the gala anniversary
showings of Gone With The Wind. Ms.
McQueen, who played “Prissy' in the
movie, received standing ovations each
performance and warmed the hearts of
thousands with her charm and wit. Gone
With The Wind ran exclusively at The
Alabama July 8-15. Gary W. Jones

ATLANTA
404/428-4809 or 404/948-0267

Sixty-five of us had the great pleasure
of gathering for a picnic on May 20 at the
lovely, lakeside home of Donna and Ron
Carter in Marietta, northwest of Atlanta.
Not only that, but Ron, our chapter Pres-
ident, played for us on his home-installed
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Greg Colson and Sue Goddard at the 4/70 Schantz
pipe organ at Grace United Methodist Church,

- -_. . -
Atlanta Chapter picnic.

2/9 Wurlitzer. Not only that, but, after the
picnic, we had as guest artist on Ron's
instrument Gary Jones from Birmingham,
Alabama, vice president and program
chairman of the Alabama chapter and
director of Birmingham Landmarks. Not
only that, but Gary brought along a tenor
friend, Jerry Eason, and the two of them
did an amusing voice and organ duet-
with-commentary on several love songs.

The Carters’' organ dates from 1926,
and was originally a 2/7 in the Carolina
Theatre at Greenville, South Carolina.
Ron has added an 8' Post Horn and an
8' Wurlitzer Solo String. In addition, the
Carters’ baby grand piano can be played
from the organ console, its expression
controlled by the organ's swell pedal!

The artists played beautifully a gener-
ous variety of oldies and more recent
popular numbers, from ‘Alice Blue
Gown"' to *Somewhere Out There." The
organ sounded great. And there was the
picnic in-between besides!

We went over to the Grace United
Methodist Church on June 11, and sat in
the choir loft to hear Sue Goddard and
Greg Colson play duets (yes, duets!) on
the church’'s 4/70 Schantz pipe organ.
Gregory is Director of Music there, head
of the Music Department at Georgia Tech
and conductor of the Colson Chorale. Sue
is Organist/Music Associate at Grace
and accompanist for the Georgia Tech
Chorale and the Colson Chorale.

As a duet team, Greg and Sue had
performed frequently in the Southeast.
At the ATOS national convention in At-
lanta in 1978, their concert brought
about more than six standing ovations.
Their occasional *‘Choir Loft"" concerts
for Atlanta Chapter have been most
successful.

They played the March and “*Evening
Star” from Richard Wagner's Tann-
hauser, "'Serenade’’ from Mozart's Don
Giovanni, Three Spanish Dances by
Moritz Moszkowski, Hoagy Carmichael’s
“Star Dust,"” and eight selections from
Lerner and Loewe's My Fair Lady.

It was beautifully done. What was
especially nice, though, for those of us
not usually found sitting in choir lofts, was
that we could see the organists' faces,
not often possible at ATOS or other organ
concerts! We enjoyed the concert even
more for being able to see how much
the performers were enjoying it! Thanks,
Sue and Greg, for a very pleasant after-
noon. Bill Hitchcock
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AREA CHAPTER, ATOS.
New York
716/694-9158

We are having a busy summer. Our
June meeting was held at the Shea's
Buffalo Theatre with a concert by Jim
Leaffe, a Native American of the Seneca
Nation. His formative years were spent
on the Cattaraugus Indian Reservation
in western New York State. While Jim
was studying at the Juilliard School of
Music, he met Ashley Miller and became
Ashley's assistant on the Music Staff at
CBS television. For ten years, Jim was
staff organist at Long Island University
(former Brooklyn Paramount). His musi-
cal voyage on Shea's Wurlitzer was
popular music of the dance bands from
the '30s and '40s. For having played the
organ only one hour before our meeting,
Jim gave an excellent evening of enter-
tainment. He hopes to return to western
New York and become active in our
chapter and ATOS.

In July, our members made their way
out to the country to the Shaffer Farm
where our hosts were John Shaffer and
Michael Mancuso. We all became kids
again and went on a hayride down
through the meadows — enjoying the
quiet and peacefulness of the country-
side. When we arrived back at the house,
our catered meal had arrived and was
enjoyed by all. The rest of the evening
was spent playing volleyball, horseshoes,
or just sitting and remembering the old
times. Norma J. Marciniak

CENTRAL FLORIDA
Tampa
813/577-1898 or 813/251-8325

The death of Don Baker deeply sad-
dened the members of this chapter. Don
had been an honorary member for some
years, ever since he played the inaugur-
al concert on Ken and Ruth Hunt's 4/17
Mighty Wurlitzer at their home in Clear-
water. We had the pleasure of seeing and
hearing Don Baker several more times
on this organ as well as on the Tampa
Theatre's 3/12 Wurlitzer, which we main-
tain and which is heard regularly with
volunteer chapter members acting as
intermission organists. Don Baker had a
long and musically productive life, con-
tributing considerably to the enhance-
ment of theatre organ. Fortunately, he
leaves a large amount of musical material
such as records and tapes, which can
be enjoyed for generations to come. Our
sympathy to his wife, Ann, and his family.

Our plans for a five-concert series re-
ceived a setback when the Tampa The-
atre/Hillsborough County Arts Council
decided not to participate with us and
Mid-Florida Chapter. However, our two
chapters still hope we can put together
a three-concert series, with the first
scheduled for early December of this
year with Bob Ralston tentatively sche-
duled. Work continues on a regular basis
on the Tampa Theatre Wurlitzer to have

the organ in as good condition as possi-
ble for these concerts, as well as the
continual use it gets several days a week.

Chapter President Rick Mathews
played for a benefit reception and film
screening at the Tampa Theatre on July
10, at which Florida Governor Bob Mar-
tinez and prominent citizens were pre-
sent. This was the screening of the latest
James Bond film, in which Governor
makes an appearance. Martinez was
Tampa Mayor when the decision was
initially made to put the Wurlitzer into the
Tampa Theatre and had a hand in that
decision.

The chapter is delighted that our good
friends from Wales, Audrey and Granville
Williams, who pay us a visit every year
or so, have decided to make us their
ATOS home. Their visits, when they bring
along one of Audrey's young organ stu-
dents, is always a welcome event.

John Otterson

Moving?

Send your
change

of address
10757,

ATOS

Membership
P.0.Box 417490
Sacramento, California
95841

REGENT

RECORDINGS

MICHAEL MAINE

Tonight, Laura, The Nun's Chorus, Hollyhock,

and a selection of music by George Gershwin,

44 Southover Street, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2UE, England
g

at

THE DOME

The latest recording of the fabulous
52 rank theatre organ of
The Dome, Brighton
on which the versatile and talented
Michael Maine

plays a varied compilation including

and from Michel Legrand’s Yentl

available on chrome dioxide casserte
(recorded in digital stereo)

UK : £5.50 ( +50p P&P)
USA : $15.00 (airmail postage paid)

ORGAN-1Z1nG

POPULAR MUSIC

an aeﬁ'mamms

A Complete Course in
KEYBOARD HARMONY
and
ARRANGING POPULAR MUSIC
for Organ.

AVAILABLE AT MUSIC STORES
OR DIRECTLY FROM

AL HERMANNS

1398 Temple Street
Clearwater, Florida 34616
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CENTRAL INDIANA
Indianapolis
317/255-8056 or 317/787-4865

Mother's Day, 1989 — and THE
MANUAL ORGAN SINGS! Shut down for
almost two years for renovation, our
members finally heard “‘their’” organ
again. Warren York presented an out-
standing performance playing on a make-
shift console (dubbed Early-Orange-
Crate) enabling us to hear eight ranks of
a projected thirteen-rank Main chamber:
Tibia, Clarinet, Tuba, Strings, Vox Hu-
mana, Concert Flute, Oboe Horn and
Diapason. All ranks are Wurlitzer with
the exception of the strings, which are
Kimball. Warren opened his program
with “Anything Goes,"" then, in honor of
the day played "| Want A Girl, Just Like
The Girl Who Married Dear Old Dad.”" A
medley of tunes from the Big Band era
followed, and the ‘‘shimmering Kimball
strings”’ were used extensively in “‘For-
ever and a Day."’ The Oboe Horn (origin-
ally from the DuPont Mansion organ) was
utilized beautifully in *‘Stardust.”” Warren
ended with “Stars and Stripes Forever"
and "God Bless America,” complete
with a large American flag rising from
the floor of the auditorium stage.

This was an exciting day for all of us.
Much time, energy, and money has gone
into this project and this was our first
opportunity to enjoy the fruits of our la-
bors. Work continues on the Solo cham-
ber every Saturday. Wednesday and
Thursday evenings are spent in the work-
shop of the J.K. Aikman Company re-
leathering chests, working on the con-
sole and doing myriad other chores
needed to complete the task. The finished
product will be one of the finest instru-
ments of its kind in the Mid-West, and we
urge you to come to Indianapolis for the
1990 National Convention to see and to
hear this magnificent organ.

June found us at Ivy Tech to hear Tim
Needler play a two-manual, six-rank

September 17
October 2 t0 16
October 20, 21
October 22 .
Oclober 24
October 27
October 28
Oclober 30
October 31
November 1
November 12
November 18
November 28 ..
December 2
December 3
December 5
December 7
December 31
January 11, 1990
February 15
February 17

Oscar
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Wicks. This was a new meeting place tor
us and the first time any of us had heard
this organ. Ivy Tech bought the building
from one of the larger insurance com-
panies in the area and the organ was
original to the building. Unfortunately,
when the auditorium was renovated at
some time, a wall was built which par-
tially blocked the organ chambers. This
deadened and stiffled the sound greatly.
Mr. Needler and the console were located
on a semi-balcony over the main floor of
the auditorium and he had (in his words)
“the worst seat in the house, sound-
wise." Nevertheless, those of us on the
main floor who could hear the organ
thoroughly enjoyed his program. He
opened with “Come To The Cabaret"
and followed with “Hindustan." His Ger-
shwin medley was particularly enjoyable
and featured the Tibia and the Vox.
“When You Wish Upon A Star" and "*Doll
Dance" finished his program. Many
members made the elevator trek to the
fifth floor, down a long, long hall, then
down eight steps to the balcony for open
console.

Central Indiana's Barry Baker won first
place in the intermediate group in the
Fifth National Young Organist Competi-
tion. Mr. Baker was also the overall
winner, giving us four national winners
out of five. Barry studies with John Fer-
guson. Our congratulations to them both!

Barb Johnson

CENTRAL OHIO
Columbus
614/652-1775 or 614/882-4085

Not every day approaches the ideal,
but Sunday, May 28, came pretty close.
With cool, sunny skies and the gorgeous
greenery of a burgeoning spring we held
our May meeting in Urbana at the home
of John and Betty Polsley. Unfortunately,
the console of the Polsley's 3/13 Wurlitzer
could not be brought outdoors, but that
didn’t dampen the spirits inside. Some
38 members and guests were present
when President Henry Garcia conducted
a short business meeting. New mem-
bers Bob and Ruth Tyo were welcomed
to the chapter following which host John

Dawid Lutheran Church, Canal-Winchester, Ohio

FRANCE CONCERT TOUR

Umvers:!‘v of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina

Bushnell Auditorium, Hartford, Connecticut

Wharton Center, Lansing, Michigan

World Theatre, St. Paul, Minnesota

Ohio Theatre, Columbus, Ohio

Michigan Theatre, Ann Arbor, Michigan

LU. Auditorium, Bloomington, Indiana

Vincennes University, Vincennes, Indiana

.. Arlington Theatre, Santa Barbara, Calilornia

Symphony Hall, San Diego, California

Oirve Dale Center, Lancaster, Ohia

Gray's Armory, Cleveland, Ohio

Lakewood Methodist Church, Lakewood, Ohio

Al Rm Theatre, Baraboo, Wisconsin

r Theatre, Madison, Wisconsin

Austin Symphony, Austin, Texas
Ohio Theatre, Columbus, Ohio

Paramount Theatre, Denver, Colorado

Symphony Hall, San Diego, California

Polsley introduced our guest artist for the
day, Calvin Prott, who resides in Ft.
Wayne, Indiana. Calvin came with a long
history of organ, piano and electronic
keyboard experience as well as some

appearances before Central Indiana
Chapter. His easy, listenable style fea-
tured such numbers as "“The Boy Next
Door,"” *Have You Met Miss Jones,"
and selections from The Sound of Music.
The open console which followed pro-
vided us with continuous entertainment
until 9:30 p.m.! But the competition was
stiff, too; upstairs was a delicious array
of potluck specials that made the decision
difficult — to indulge in the food on the
upper level or the melodious strains of
organ music below.

Ohio Theatre's last organ concert of
the '89 Spring series featured Dennis
James who quite appropriately dedicated
the evening to the late Roger Garrett —
the Ohio Theatre's third house organist.
Roger had passed away some two weeks
previously. Dennis’ performance opened
with an obviously re-written arrangement
of “Beautiful Ohio" which emphasized
the Tibia from the left chamber, the
woodbar harp and the newly acquired
mixtures. In tribute to Roger he played
the Ohio State fight song, ‘‘Fight The
Team Across the Field." He also paid
tribute to Mary Bishop, who was instru-
mental in the salvation of the Ohio The-
atre and is now engaged in a similar
rescue effort in Honolulu, Hawaii. It was
timely to recognize the hundreth anni-
versary of Sir Charles Chaplin, a favorite
of Dennis'. We were told that Chaplin
really wanted to be a professional cellist
— even to the point of composing a very
moving tune entitled “'Oh, That Cello."
In his rendition, one could detect a wist-
ful, plaintive, somewhat somber touch
reminiscent of the silent movie era.

We were especially appreciative of
Dennis' informative comments regarding
the present status of our 3/16 Wurlitzer,
which, in April, was demonstrated before
the Worthington High School student
body by both Trent Sims and Henry
Garcia, the latter in an evening awards
program.

(continued ...)

DENNIS JAMES

Resident Organist For
The Ohio Theatre

DENNIS JAMES PRODUCTIONS
P.O. Box 15487
Columbus, Ohio 43215
614/463-9536

NOW BOOKING 1989-90 PERFORMANCES

THEATRE ORGAN
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Calvin Prott at the Polsley’s Wurlitzer. . Poistey photo

We were most grateful for Dennis’
offer to donate 20% of his record sales
toward the further restoration of our
organ.

We learned that the Ohio’'s Robert:
Morton is now a 4/25 thanks to the gen-
erosity of chapter member Leo Klise. As
a result of his financial contributions, the
organ now has a cymbal, a 32' electronic
extension of its Tuba and five mixture-
ranks.

After intermission, Dennis played a
medley of Parisian tunes featuring such
nostalgic numbers as ‘| Love Paris,"
and "“Poor People Of Paris."” There fol-
lowed themes from The Godfather and,
in tribute to Fay Wray, star of the first
King Kong movie, her favorite silent era
tune, “‘Paradise." In closing, the focus
was again on Roger Garrett with rendi-
tions of *“Nola" and Tschaikovsky's
“Marcheslav." John Polsley

CAGO AREA
312/951-1098 or 312/282-0037

On June 18, we had a great show at
the Patio Theatre on Chicago's northwest
side. This theatre has been the scene,
for years, of many excellent organ shows
and we shall endeavor to continue this
reputation. This show featured Gerry
Gregorius and Kurt von Schakel, piano
and organ, plus Dave Wickerham accom-
panying a comedy and a sing-along.
All are sure-fire favorites and really en-
joyable. “More! More!"" was the response
and there will be.

" y ‘ 4
Gerry Gregorius, Kurt von Schakel and Dave Wickerham at Chicago Patio Theatre.

Gerry and Kurt made a big hit at the
'88 Convention and this show, too, was
a dandy. Dave was at his best and can
be heard at Pipes and Pizza in Lansing,
where he is staff organist.

It was great news to hear that the
famous Uptown Theatre on Chicago's
North Side is getting the grand renova-
tion treatment. Conrad Schmidt Studios,
who did the Rialto Square Theatre in
Joliet, has been engaged to do the Up-
town restoration. A gem shall be rein-
stated!

The several theatres that have been
recently restored are now engaged in
popular presentations. Some have facil-
ities for the installation of pipe organs.
The Site Committee is seriously consid-
ering some of them and we shall report
on their activities. Almer Brostrom

|

Banda Records presents their newest CD

GEORGE WRIGHT
“KALEIDOSCOPE”

a brilliant new collection of eclectic goodies — more than
an hour of exciting goodies in the inimitable Wright style

OWNER

ED ZOLLMAN

Colorado Pipe Organ Service

Installation and Maintenance

TECHNICAL MERIT
AWARD 1988

Theatre Organ Design

719/282-0914

— DDD all the way —

Last Night On The Back Porch # Do It Again ® Spring Is Here
The Mooche » The Song Is You » A Fred Astaire Memoir = IIl Wind
Cavaquinho = The Night Was Made For Love * Spring Fever

Mexican Hat Dance » All Of Me » Yesterday
“Meet Me In St. Louis™ Medley

BANDA RECORDS
P.O. BOX 392
OXNARD, CALIFORNIA 93032
U.S. and Canada:
$20.00 Postpaid - First Class
England $22.00 (U.S.) Postpaid
Australia $23.00 (U.S.) Postpaid

STILL GOING STRONG!
George Wright's "'Red Hot and Blue"'
and “"Anything Goes."

SORRY, NO CREDIT CARDS ORC.O.D.
Please allow ample time for handling and delivery.

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 80920

8205 DOLLY MADISON DRIVE

THEATRE ORGAN

SPRINGDALE MUSIC PALACE

400 York Haven Road

Springdale, Ohio 45246

(513) 671-0437

Exit #41 off of |-275 J
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203/357-4581 or 203/261-5269

Our June membership meeting was
held in the auditorium at the home office
of the Aetna Life and Casualty Insurance
Company in Hartford, Connecticut. Al-
though the auditorium has been modern-
ized, it retains much of the decorative
flavor it had when it was opened in 1930.
The feature was the Austin Premiere
Quadruplex Player which is the only re-
maining quadruplex player organ in an
original installation in Connecticut,

The mammoth Austin 4/75 organ has
recently been rebuilt by the Austin Organ
Company and reinstalled in the Bushnell
Memorial Auditorium in Hartford. A re-
dedication with a classical program is
scheduled for September, and on October
22 Dennis James will accompany the
1925 film classic The Phantom of the
Opera. Those who are familiar with this
installation will be happy to know that the
console has been returned to the pit
after a long isolation behind a lighting
cove on the left side of the auditorium.

Foundations for the addition to the
Thomaston Town Hall have been installed
and work is proceeding on that phase of
the renovation. Some corrections to the
fire code violations that closed the
“Opera House' to public assembly
have been made and our 3/15 Marr &
Colton is in good condition.

Barry Goodkin

—
—

BE ONE OF THE 400!
Phoenix Festival 1989
November 24-26

CUMBERLAND VALLEY
Chambersbhurg, Pennsylvania
717/263-0202

Our chapter is close to a major mile-
stone in the restoration of the Cham-
bersburg, Pennsylvania, Capitol Theatre's
original 3/14 Moller. The main chest of
the Solo division, which has required
several hundred hours of releathering
and unification work, is nearly ready for
reinstallation in the chamber. Chapter
president and technical director Mark
Cooley and his crew have devoted much
of their time and effort toward this goal
since the restoration of the Moller began
earlier this year, so it will be an accom-
plishment of note.

Two of our members, Mark Herr and
theatre owner Gordon Madison, organized
a film series ‘‘organ benefit’’ held at the
Capitol Theatre on three succeeding
Sundays in late spring. Gilda, Bridge on
the River Kwai, and The Gang's All Here
drew audiences that, though smaller
than hoped, nevertheless generated a
profit which has been invested in the
Capitol Moller restoration.

For our June chapter meeting, we tra-
veled to the home of Dick Kline near
Thurmont, Maryland. The Kline 4/28
Wurlitzer is one of the finest home instal-
lations in the country, and Dick rolled
out the red carpet and more for a delight-
ful and entertaining visit. Member Bob
Eyer, Jr. played for much of the day, and
the wondrous sounds that issued forth
reminded all of us that there is nothing in
the world like a talented and gifted musi-
cian at the console of a theatre organ.
Bob's repertoire included classical, pop-
ular, jazz, movie themes, and even Rag-
time from the Weber Duo-Art baby grand
played from the console. It was a tired
but happy group that reluctantly left for
home at the end of a memorable day.

Bob Maney

SONIC CREATIONSINC

BUILD YOUR OWN ORGAN

COMPLETE LINE OF MODULES FOR ELECTRONIC ORGANS FROM
KEYING THRU AMPLIFIERS, BOTH IN KIT FORM AND ASSEMBLED.
WE ALSO BUILD CONSOLES

ses ANDo++

MODULAR SOLID STATE RELAY SYSTEMS
FOR PIPE ORGANS

SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG

SONIC CREATIONS INC.
P.O. BOX 758
CORTEZ, CO 81321

CHECK

OUR
PRICES
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Cumberland Valley member Bob Eyer, Jr. at the
console of Dick Kline's 4/28 Wurlitzer,

DELAWARE VALLEY
Philadelphia
215/566-1764

On June 17, members and friends
traveled to the home of Mr. and Mrs.
James Shean in Levittown, Pennsylvania,
to hear guest artist Wayne Zimmerman
perform on the Shean's 2/15 Wurlitzer.

The console is located in the living
room with pipe chambers on the floor
above, and the pipes speak through
openings in the ceiling. The voicing and
tonal quality is ideally suited to the living
room setting in that, even with full organ,
one's ears remain entertained rather
than assaulted with too much sound. The
gilded console, too, has that desirable
theatrical appearance, but the decora-
tion is not overdone and manages to
blend well with the setting. Also in the
room there is a Bush and Lane player
piano playable from the console as well
as a large Mason and Hamlin grand
piano.

For his program, Mr. Zimmerman
chose music emphasizing the melodic
line. His choice of material, for which he
was roundly applauded and compli-
mented, not only pleased his audience,
but was well suited to the setting in
which he performed. After his perfor-
mance, about 20 people eagerly awaited
their turns to play during the open con-
sole. To have a 4/115 organ at your dis-
posal for open console is a wonderful
experience, but it can be intimidating
and somewhat overwhelming when it is
your first time with that instrument. But
to have a 2/15 “'player friendly” organ,
beautifully voiced and equipped with a
variety of beautiful tone colors, before
you for the first time allows the organist
to make very beautiful music, indeed.

The Society thanks Mr. and Mrs.
Shean for inviting the members and
many friends into their home for a plea-
sant afternoon of music.

Earl E. Strausser

THEATRE ORGAN




DAIRYLAND

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
414/271-0277

Ron Rhode made his first Milwaukee
appearance April 9 at the Riverside The-
atre. Our beautiful Wurlitzer performed
flawlessly for Ron's varied program of
familiar and not-so-familiar songs. “Only
Make Believe' and “Teddy Bears' Picnic”
were two of this reviewers favorites.

Our members have been very gracious
ly opening their homes for socials. Trea-
surer Bob Leutner held a full social at his
Racine home. He played a marvelous
program and told us the history of his
Barton organ. He also played various
copyrighted arrangements of the same
piece to show us the difference in arran-
gers.

Secretary Gordon Schwacke held a
mini-social at his Wauwatosa home. Al-

Ron Rhode at the Riverside Theatre Wurlitzer.

most everyone gave the organ a try be-
cause of Gordy's thoughtfulness in pro-
viding stop list ‘‘spec sheets” for prior
study. Gordy and Dusty's cocker spaniel,
Maggie, doubled as an additional woofer
when she felt the organist needed help.

The Avalon Theatre and Jerome
Meyers Pipe Shop were included on this
year's Historic Milwaukee Spaces and
Traces tour. This coincided with the
Avalon's 60th anniversary. Gary McWit-
hey played a program and accompanied
a silent film on the Wurlitzer for the en-
joyment of over 250 tour participants.
Many thanks to all for this opportunity to
promote the theatre organ!

Our chapter celebrated its 20th anni-
versary with a special social at the
Racine Theatre Guild on June 18. Dairy-
land was actually formed on May 30
(Dan Barton's birthday) in 1969. Several
charter members were present. Board
member Diane Jones read a piece she
wrote on the chapter’'s highlights. Don
Springer played a lively program on the
Theatre Guild Wurlitzer, which was fol-
lowed by a wine and cheese reception
augmented by a gorgeous birthday
cake. Carrie Nelson

ORGAN BUILDERS. . .

SIMPLIFY
YOUR ORGAN
INSTALLATIONS

o ' = v
o
Pean conNT®

THE STANDARD OF THE INDUSTRY

If you are rebuilding a large pipe
organ and have a deadline to meet,
simplify the task by using the
Devtronix MULTI-ACTION
Computer Control Unit

WHAT OTHER SYSTEM CAN—
FUNCTION AS A

s RELAY

+ COMBINATION ACTION

* RECORD & PLAYBACK
IN ONE SMALL PACKAGE WITH VERY LITTLE
HARDWARE OR WIRING?

WHAT OTHER SYSTEM CAN-—MAKE
SPECIFICATION CHANGES IN SECONDS
WITHOUT TOUCHING A SOLDERING IRON?

WHAT OTHER SYSTEM CAN—REQUIRE
NO MAINTENANCE BECAUSE OF ITS HIGH
RELIABILITY?

WHAT OTHER SYSTEM CAN—BE USER
FRIENDLY ?

EXCELLENT WIRING AND OPERATING MANUALS
INSTALLATIONS
ACROSS THE U.S. AND ABROAD

Save time and trouble with
this remarkable system—
write today for free brochure

.E.;.j. DRGANS, ING

6101 WAREHOUSE WAY, SACRAMENTO, CA 95826
(916) 381-6203

Acassette recorded on
the California Theatre
Waurlitzer. Digital mastering

and real-time duplication on
a Chrome Type |l tape formu-

To order: Send your name,
address, zip code and check
or money order for $12.00
($15.00 outside U.S.A.) plus
$1.50 shipping and handling
to: T0.5.5.D.,PO. Box 11536,

J. Groff photo
AWalt Strony Concert - || Bisreeome (0 Lo come

WRITE OR PHONE:

R. MENACHO

WOODWORKING

THEATHE ORGAN

lation was used to capture ) 707/468-5927 P.O. Box 1417
every nuance of sound. San Diego, CA 92111. 707/463-2510 (Message) Ukiah CA 95482
SEPTEMBERIOCTOBER » 61




T —(

EASTERN

MASSACHUSETTS
Wellesley
617/662-7055

Seldom has our Chapter engaged an
artist two years in succession, but Bob
Ralston again was our organist for a pair
of concerts on our Babson Wurlitzer on
May 20. The afternoon performance had
many appreciative seniors in atten-
dance, and Bob was his usual personable
self. Both concerts were identical ex-
cept for his audience poll of requests.

From a hodgepodge of numerous soli-
cited numbers Mr. Ralston quickly formed
a long medley with smooth bridging and
changes in rhythm — a challenge to both
his memory and registrational ability.
Audience involvement is a sure-fire way
to please, and Bob did just that. Variety
is another with his singing “I Love A
Piano” while playing accompaniment
on the Steinway baby grand. Later, “Blue
Skies'' and the theme of ‘‘Rhapsody in
Blue' were beautifully performed on the
piano.

Irving Berlin celebrated his 101st
birthday on May 11 and Bob honored
this prolific composer by devoting the
entire first half of his program, excepting
the “‘Rhapsody,” to his works. His
opener was a long medley from Annie
Get Your Gun. For novelty, our artist
arranged ‘‘Marie"" into three versions, a
waltz, a Latin version and swing. Berlin's
first big hit was in 1911 with “Alexander’s
Ragtime Band,”” and Bob had our 235
Special strutting from the chambers with
cymbals, drums, brass and the rest of
the band. With 20 years on TV with the
Lawrence Welk show, the theme, *‘Bub-
bles in the Wine," ushered in the second
portion as several spotlighted audience
volunteers blue bubbles — a crowd
pleaser. A change of pace was a rever-
ently played, In the Garden," before
Bob recited a “poem’" dedicated to all
the Dads titled, “The Cat’s in the Cradle
and the Silver Spoon," with electronically
recorded background music. Our organ-
ist gave a recitation written by Johnny
Cash against an electronic organ back-
ground before recognizing the upcoming
Memorial Day. With the American flag
on the stage apron spotlighted, Bob
gave a running commentary on the many
battles that ragged old flag has survived.
As the audience clapped in time, “The
Stars and Stripes Forever' was played
most effectively — the Unit Orchestra
doing its thing!

As Bob began, so did he end his pro-
gram with a Berlin favorite, ''God Bless
America,'’ as the final piece in the au-
dience request group, with all joining in
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after the first chorus. This artist is a peo-
ple pleaser by mastering his chosen
instrument, inserting humor and diversi-
fying his programming. He will return!

Our May 28 meeting was a rare field
trip to Christ Episcopal Church, Needham,
where resides the former Boston Radio
Station WNAC 4-manual Aeolian-Skinner
broadcasting organ. This:- 1941 concert
organ was the largest radio broadcasting
organ in the world and was specified,
designed and played by the late Francis
J. Cronin. Tonal changes were made in
1970 by the Philip A. Beaudry Co., but the
traps and percussions are still installed.

Robert K. Love, Minister of Music at
the First Baptist Church, Malden, and
chapter member, was our organist. His
splendidly-played program ranged from
his opener, “‘Marche Pontificale” (Charles
Gounod) to Sir Arthur Sullivan's majes-
tic "“The Lost Chord." Selections such
as Sousa's "*King Cotton March," **Send
in the Clowns,”" “‘Strange Music™" (Song
of Norway) and “When | Grow Too Old to
Dream' utilized the orchestral elements
of this large instrument. Bob did not ne-
glect his hymns with a melange so suited
to the organ. Mr. Love's encore was
"Petite Waltz'"" (J. Heine), played with
much delicacy. This gentleman can play
anything on any type organ — he is so
versatile and up to the challenge.

June 11 was the annual Rosalie and
Patsey Fucci picnic for our club, and
Connecticut Valley members were also
invited. Their spacious home and adjoin-
ing “‘Crystal Palace,"” wherein resides
the former Loew's State Theatre, Provi-

dence, Rhode Island, 4/20 Robert-Morton,
is always an interesting venue. With the
advance in date, many conflicts pre-
vented more from attending, but those
who did enjoyed themselves and the
Fucci hospitality.

Sarah and Garrett Shanklin hosted the
chapter at their Groton abode on June
25. Lee Erwin was guest organist on the
now 3/16 mostly Wurlitzer and gave his
usual fine performance with a couple of
Irving Berlin favorites as openers. Music
from the Broadway shows, Annie and
South Pacific, some Scott Joplin rags and
a medley of Leroy Anderson, among
others, made for some smooth listinin’.
Lee, being a Southerner and a native of
Alabama, worked in a great ‘'Stars Fell
on Alabama' and “When It's Sleepy
Time Down South.” Garrett’s super home
installation could not have sounded
better and has to be among the best. This
instrument started as a 2/10 Wurlitzer
from the Flynn Theatre, Burlington, Ver-
mont, and has expanded to 16 crowded
ranks and a three-manual console (ex-
Radio Station WGN, Chicago). This unit
has been completely refinished, with
keys recovered in ivory and ebony. A Z-
Tronics solid-state system is installed
making for a state-of-the-art ““traffic cop.”

After Lee's ministrations, Garrett had
both Gary Phillips and Tim Holloran play
before open console and recognizing
their many hours in tuning, regulating
and chasing down the *“'bugs.” Thank
you, Rosalie, Pat, Sarah and Garrett, for
so generously opening your homes to
close our season. Stanley C. Garniss
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GULF COAST
Pensacola, Florida
904/932-3133 or 904/433-4683

What can we say?

The end of this, our inaugural season
of concerts on our 4/23 Robert *“Wonder"
Morton in the Saenger Theatre here in
Pensacola, is history now, to be filed in
memory. We can still hear Lyn Larsen,
Tom Hazleton, Walt Strony, Jonas Nord-
wall and Donna Parker in our minds, but
our ears are looking forward to our se-
cond series beginning November 11
with Chris Elliott.

We ended our 1989-90 season with
Donna Parker. Our men artists had done
such a superb job we were anxiously
awaiting to see what the distaff side had
to offer. Not to worry, we were more than
pleased. No one could have been lovlier;
loviier to work with or listen to. Our assis-
tant technician, Curt Goldhill, who filled
in for our regular technician, Jimmy
"“Sleazy'' Scoggins, was overwhelmed
to be working with such a pretty lady. |
think he did things to the organ that we
couldn't see just to please Donna, who
was so easy to please.

QOur evening with Miss Parker took an
especially delightful twist when Donna
learned some lifelong friends of hers from
California were living here in Pensacola.
This must be a pleasant surprise to any-
one in a strange town, alone and thou-
sands of miles from home. The night of
the concert, the four-year-old son of these
friends “helped" Donna play a railroad
song by sitting with her on the bench by
special invitation, and using his small in-
dex finger, on cue from Donna, pressing
the steam whistle “‘button’ on the con-
sole. His “TOOTS" were firm, on time
and tremendous crowd pleasers. You
could see the child was tickled with the
response his tiny finger evoked from the
chambers. This four “TOOTS" will be a
claim to fame, recorded on tape and film
for posterity. How about it, Young Or-
ganist Competitions?

Immediately following the concert, our
president-of-many-hats, Scott Brodie, and
his lovely wife headed for a month-long
vacation in Canada, with plans to end up

in Detroit for the National ATOS Con-
vention.

B.C. Melvin, our board member and
ready chauffeur, along with our capable
assistant technician, Curt Goldhill, are
continuing maintenance on the organ in
our Emil Weil-designed theatre. On tap
is a cover for the switch box in the blower
room, re-leathering here and there, a
dust cover for the console itself when it
isn't being played and the million or so
other things always needed in the care
and feeding of pipe organs.

B.D. Rhea, MD, vice-president and
treasurer for our chapter, who built this
magnificent new console for us, had built
a bench for our old, 2/7 Robert-Morton
organ that was original to the theatre.
Well, our new console is a different size
(like BIG) and our old bench allows very
little room for the artist to swing his/her
legs around to address the audience.
With the men, it was “‘watch the knees"
or end up without a kneecap; but with a
man's normal length of leg, he could
swing around, touch the floor and return
to playing position easily. Not so with tiny
Donna. She could swing her legs around
okay, but to reach the floor she literally
needed a ladder. On the return swing-
around, after speaking to the audience,
she needed a ladder again. We were not
aware of this problem until the night of
the concert; now we are. Dr. Rhea plans
to build a new bench, narrower, so
knees, male and female, will have more
room, and some sort of “step” where
short legs can assume playing position
without a short climb up Mt. Everest.
Master builder that he is, you can believe
this bench will be in the master category
of the work he did on the console.

Dorothy Standley

BE ONE OF THE 400!
Phoenix Festival 1989
November 24-26

v
W

@\ Jesse Crawford Theatre Brgan Society jz.,._;ﬂ)
= [ S v e - —"S_J

Montana-Northern Wyoming
406/248-3171 or 406/259-6111

Five chapter members, Emma Baker,
Connie Purkey, Father Gerard Kerr, Ed
Mullins and Jack O’Neill went on the
London and South of England Chapter's
“Springtime in London" safari. They
visited the “Tonawanda" residence of
Len Rawle at Chorleywood, where the
4/26 Wurlitzer from the New Empire
Theatre, Leicester Square, London, is in-
stalled. This was the first 4/26 Wurlitzer
installed outside of the U.S., and Jesse
Crawford played this organ for a month
in 19383. He also made several recordings,
including ‘A Broken Rosary," on this in-
strument. The “Birthday'' special issue
of our journal, THE POET, will be about
Crawford's trip to England.

One high point of the safari was Miss
Ena Baga's film accompaniment and
concert on the New Gallery Wurlitzer on
April 19 when she accompanied the Bus-
ter Keaton comedy College. A cue sheet
of this film will be in a future edition of
THE POET. Miss Baga has appeared
once on the British television program
“Upstairs, Downstairs,"" and three times
on “All Creatures Great and Small,"
type-cast as a film accompanist. The fol-
lowing week Miss Baga accompanied a
Swedish silent, /Ingemar’s Inheritance,
at the National Film Theatre on piano.

Charlie Chaplin's Centenary was April
16. London's Dominion Theatre screened
his City Lights with a full cinema orches-
tra for a whole week. THE POET recently
had a special *‘Chaplin Centennial’ edi-
tion. Charlie Chaplin and Jesse Crawford
had many parallels in their lives. Both
had Irish mothers and no known birth
certificate exists for either. Their sur-
names began with "'C" and both men
were named “‘Charles.”

(continued ...)

Roxy pipe organ

Contact: Kay McAbee
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KAY McABEE

Available for concerts
Staff organist for Phil Maloof and the

Ramada Classic Hotel.

1834 California NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110
(505) 256-0203
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Phil Maloof Presents
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In Concert
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Kay McAbee
1834 California NE
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JESSE CRAWFORD continued

ACM E Everybody

Wednesday and Thursday, Dec. 4th @ 5th
Sullivan @ Considine Advanced Vaudeville

KARNO'S LONDON COMEDY CO.

with Charles Chaplin In

‘“The Wow Wows”

Marle Stoddard Leonard & Meredith

Gilbert Loosns Les Adlers

Two Performances Tonight 7:15 and 9
Matioee Thorsday at 3.00—Geoeral Adminica 25¢
Nigat Prices 80, 33¢. Pewarved Saat Bale 4 Cassy s P O, Newssiand,

THE POET Archives.

Of humble origins, both lived in insti-
tutions as boys. Crawford lived at Our
Lady of Lourde’s Orphanage near Seattle,
Washington, and Chaplin at the Lambeth
Work House and later at the Hanwell
School for Orphans and Destitute Chil-
dren, South of London.

Chaplin toured with the Fred Karno
Pantomime Company, an English vaude-
ville comedy troupe. ‘“The Wow Wows,"’
a burlesque on initiating a member into
a secret society, opened at the Colonial
Theatre in New York City on October 3,
1910. A week later, A Night In An English
Music Hall played the Brooklyn Orpheum.
After Christmas 1910 they took them,
plus A Night In A London Club, on tour of
Canada and America, including Billings,
Montana. They returned to England at the
end of 1911.

In October 1912, the Karno Company
set sail again on their second American
tour. “The Wow Wows' played the
Acme Theatre in Billings on December
4and5, 1912,

THE BILLINGS GAZETTE, December
4, 1912 published the following: *‘Acme
Theatre — Most of us will remember
with much pleasure the superb acting of
Mr. Charles Chaplin as the “‘souse’ in
A Night In An English Music Hall, as pro-
duced here last winter by the world
famed Karno Comedians. They are re-
turning with a new piece and a company
of 15 people and presenting ““The Wow
Wows," a secret society on the River
Thames. The act is said to contain more
laughable situations and clever comedy
than its predecessor. Mr. Chaplin of
course assumes the stellar role as Archi-
bald, who is to be initiated into a secret
order. What they do to Archibald is a
plenty, but it furnishes the audiences a
continuing scream of laughter and inci-
dentally shows some of the various
appliances used in secret organizations
a decade ago. The act has been a veri-
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Ena Baga at the 3/11 Compton with grand piano,
Compton Solo Cello and Melotone unit at The Plough
in Great Munden. Miss Baga accompanied Buster
Keaton's comedy, COLLEGE, at London's New
Gallery Wurlitzer for the Safari on April 19.

Ed Mullins photo

table riot along the line and already
managers are clamoring for a return
engagement .. ."

The Acme Theatre was located at 109
North Broadway and the building still
stands in downtown Billings. Across the
alley, on the same city block, at 120
North 27th Street was where the Gem
Theatre once stood. 81 days after Chap-
lin's appearance, another ‘‘Charles"
began his career there as a theatre or-
ganist — Professor Charles Crawford!
He changed his name to Jesse on May
11, 1913. Another member of the Karno
troupe appearing at the Acme was Arthur
Stanley Jefferson, who later changed
his name to Stan Laurel. Chaplin began
making films in 1913 when he left Karno.

Chaplin and Crawford were also known

Father Gerry Kerr at Barry, Wales, Memorial Hall 4/15 Christie console

with organist Len Rawle during Safari.

for their trade-mark moustaches; Chaplin
wearing his in films only. Adolf Hitler
was another man with a comic mous-
tache who was born four days after
Chaplin, April 20, 1889 in Linz, Austria.
Hitler had an amazing similarity to Chap-
lin. Chaplin was one of the few who had
the courage to ridicule Hitler when he
made the controversial anti-Nazi film,
The Great Dictator, his first talkie, in 1940.

Chaplin installed a pipe organ in his
Beverly Hills mansion after he made his
first million dollars. He would sit at the
console for hours and pick out tunes
on the instrument. Both Crawford and
Chaplin were composers. Chaplin com-
posed “Sing A Song'' in 1925 for his
classic The Gold Rush. He supervised
the cue sheets of his films from The Kid
(1921) up to City Lights (1931) which had
a sound track.

Organist John Howlett related the fol-
lowing anecdote to noted British cinema
historian lan Dalgliesh. In 1953, Chaplin
was in London for the Royal premiere of
Limelight. He telephoned John Howlett,
who was then resident organist at the
Odeon Leicester Square cinema, in the
organists’s dressing room and hummed
and whistled the Limelight theme over
the phone so that Howlett could write it
down. It hadn’t been published yet. The
Royal premiere was for charity and Prin-
cess Margaret attended. Howlett played
the theme on the five-manual Compton
organ for the premiere. The piece was
very popular. Lyrics were added later
and it became the hit tune "“Eternally."

Whenever you enjoy a Chaplin or
Laurel and Hardy silent comedy, accom-
panied by a theatre organ, it will be inter-
esting to recall that Charlie Chaplin, Stan
Laurel and Jesse Crawford appeared in
Billings, Montana, over seventy-six years
ago before becoming famous and known
and loved by millions of people.

Ed Mullins

Chaplin's 1931 silent City Lights
; ran for one week at London's Do-

- . minion Theatre, with new score
L to R: Dr Ed Mu!.':ns Jack ONerH Emma Baker Conme Purkey and by Carl Davis to celebrate Charlie

in Centennial.

John Sharmp photo  THE POET Archives
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JOLIET AREA
102 E. Ban Vuren
Chicago, Illinois

Thanks to the cooperation of Lynne
Lichtenauer, General Manager of the
Rialto Theatre in Joliet, the club was
treated to a social on May 17 featuring
board member Taylor Trimby. Taylor is
the house organist and obviously knows
every nuance on the 4/21 Barton Grande
housed in this magnificent Rapp and
Rapp auditorium.

June 10 brought us to Joy Collins'
Countryside Allen Organ Studio. The
featured organist was President Lee Ma-
loney who presided at the Allen theatre
organ. Allen should really add a cipher
and a flapping swell shade to convince
us that theirs is not an electronic instru-
ment. Lee’s playing reflected his artistry
as well as his obvious regard for the
Allen. To cap a wonderful evening, Lee
was joined by Vice-President Larry Hen-
schen in a rousing piano and organ duet
— Larry at the organ with Lee on the
Yamaha grand piano. Their rendition of
“Tea for Two'' was special and brought
demands from the full house for more.
They obliged with a sensational render-
ing of ““Dizzy Fingers.” Lee closed the
program with a requested ‘‘Love Is Here
to Stay'' before relinquishing the organ
to open console. Hal Pritchard
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LAND O’LAKES
St. Paul-Minneapolis
715/262-5086 or 612/771-1771
Since Jim Riggs appeared in concert
as our guest artist for a chapter event on
April 14 at the World Theatre, downtown
St. Paul, we have been very pleased to
have several new members join the
chapter, and are they ever eager for open
console sessions! We were able to se-
cure an open date at the World on Sun-
day afternoon, June 25, at which time
we heard Ruth and Joe Vaes, Tom

Neadle, Kim Crisler, Art Glessner, Greg
Merrill, Don Johnson, concluding with
Mike Erie, play their hearts out. It's a very
casual happening with refreshments
available in the "Green Room'" — a
pleasant way to spend a Sunday after-
noon.

Summertime has also brought sorrow
to two bereaved families by the death of
Dorothy Hardenbergh, wife of George,
on May 11, and the very sudden death
of Alice Miller Rabus, who had passed
away in her sleep early in the morning of
June 22. Alice had been a loyal and
staunch supporter of our chapter and
was our treasurer for about nine years.
Her brother, Alden Miller, was one of the
founders of the chapter.

CHAPTER CORRESPONDENTS:
PLEASE NOTE

To help ease the burden on the editorial
staff of THEATRE ORGAN, please ob-
serve the following: Type all copy,
double-spaced, on letter size (814" x 11")
white paper, leaving 114" margins on
top, bottom and both sides. Do not use
erasable paper. Please include your
name, address and telephone number,
Type photo captions on Scotch (3M)
Post-it Note sheets (#654, 3"x3" or #655,
3"x5") and attach to BACK of photo.
DO NOT use any kind of tape or rubber
cement to attach captions to photos, and
DO NOT attach photos to sheets of

paper.
Send Chapter Notes and photos to:
GRACE E. McGINNIS
4633 S.E. Brookside Drive, #58
Milwaukie, Oregon 97222
Phone: 503/654-5823
DEADLINES:
November 10 for January/February
January 10 for March/April
March 10 for May/June
May 10 for July/ August
July 10 for September/October
September 10 for November/December

Mike Erie practicing at the Kilgen, T.B. Sheldon
Auditorium Theatre.

Friday evening, July 7, Mike Erie,
Treasurer and Editor of the chapter's
Newsletter, THE CLARION, as well as
being one of our favorite local theatre
organists, played the 2/11 Kilgen in a
concert for the Red Wing Pottery Collec-
tors' Convention, persons coming from
all parts of the country who filled the T.B.
Sheldon Auditorium Theatre in Red
Wing to its 487-seat capacity.

Mike is a native son of Red Wing, who
studied theatre organ with Rose McNeil
Morley, originally from Foortenac, Wis-
consin. In her heyday, Rose accompan-
ied silent films at the Sheldon. Amid
whistles, applause, and clapping time to
the music, Mike played familiar tunes in
his own pleasing style, and also accom-
panied a brief sing-along, much to the
delight of the audience.

The T.B. Sheldon Auditorium Theatre
is a splendid “‘jewel box" opera house
built in 1904, the theatre re-opening in
October, 1988, after a $4 million restor-
ation. The Kilgen, installed in the '20s has
been completely rebuilt by organ tech-
nician, Murray Burfeind, who hails from
Goodhue. “Wurlitzerized,"" and enlarged
from its original single chamber 2/7
specification to a two-chamber, 2/11, it
is a jewel in itself. After many, many hours
of work on his first theatre organ instal-
lation, Murray was thrilled to hear the
finished product. The promoters at the
Sheldon hope to sponsor other organ
concerts in the future. Verna Mae Wilson

GEORGE
WRIGHT

NCOTT-MITH -

ORGAN CONCERTS

435 West Hodge Avenue
Lansing, Michigan 48910
(517) 882-5115
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LONDON &

SOUTH OF ENGLAND
01-422-1538 or 093-256-6499

As we came back to earth after our
"Springtime Safari," we were soon plan-
ning what's next. The letters of apprecia-
tion have surely given us the urge to
keep busy. A coach load supported our
members in the West Country who have
been busy restoring another theatre or-
gan, and the opening was a huge success
with people being turned away from the
foyer. Our artist, George Blackmore, was
no stranger to Comptons, and he ren-
dered a great programme to suit the six
ranks. Jean Martyn also livened up the
opening with her breezy style.

Our club night was such a happy oc-
casion with one of our previous competi-
tion winners, namely Rodney Pooley. His
sense of humour won over our members
immediately, and promptly another bus
trip is being arranged to hear him in his
home town at Eastbourne.

On May 28 we were all at the Top
Rank Club Kilburn to hear the one and
only John Mann, who made the fine
Waurlitzer sing for joy. John never seems
to alter and grow old like the rest of us.
He puts new life into his audience with
his lively programme.

We do not have a club night in June as
many are on holidays and a few of us will
be attending the convention in Detroit.
Our chapter is so proud to have another
winner in the national competition, this
year in the Junior Division, and we are
all looking forward to the young peoples’
weekend of entertainment. Dena Cooper,
our representative, is busy making plans
and it is hoped all the goodies we shall
cook for them will be purchased to swell
their funds.

Our 1989 winner, Chris Bannister, will
be entertaining us next month. We had
hoped to feature him during the Safari,
but schooling must come first. We are
happy to report that, after chasing our

local schools to get the music masters
to interest pupils in the theatre organ, we
have won one class over by inviting them
to have their music lesson at Wurlitzer
Lodge, so we feel our efforts have at
last borne fruit. We are hoping to continue
after the summer holidays.

May | take this opportunity to thank
everyone who voted for me in the recent
National Board election. | am sure that
the President was pleased to know that
more members took the trouble to cast
their votes this year. That is a good sign
that members are taking more interest
in our society.

New Year's resolution for us all —
make ATOS a household name!

Edith Rawle

‘—Z-t-ﬁ‘—-“:h';:’»‘_‘.‘_b;‘ﬂ:‘% Ir
Ji

John Mann at the Kilburn Wurlitzer.

See You
In Indianapolis???
AUGUST 4-8

Las-
c/ﬁzyc{ef Stheatie G)fynw Aocrely
/. P. 0. Box 1913, Glendale, Californio 91209

A9 213/217-9202
or 818/792-7084

Allen Mills at the Orpheum Theatre 3/13 Wurlitzer.

Allen Mills entertained more than 200
dedicated, early-rising organ buffs at the
Orpheum Theatre on Sunday morning,
May 21. Thanks to the dedicated LATOS
crew that goes to the theatre every Sat-
urday morning to keep the 3/13 Wurlitzer
in first class condition, it was, as usual,
in fine voice at the talented hands of Mr.
Mills. Allen’s concert was enthusiastically
received by the early morning crowd.

Work is progressing on the Ross Reed
Memorial Wurlitzer organ which is being
installed in Sexson Auditorium on the
campus of the Pasadena City College.
The swell shades are in place, the key-
boards have been recovered, and all the
releathering is completed. Dick Obert,
Paul Addis and Ralph Beaudry have been
helping organbuilder Ken Crome one or
two days a week and a new member of
LATOS, Bob Grasier, has been working
in the Crome shop. Larger volunteer
work crews will be unpacking, cleaning
and transporting all the pipes to Sexson
Auditorium for final assembly as we
move into high gear at the end of July.
Lyn Larsen, who was a consultant in the
design of our “‘new'" bigger Wurlitzer, is
scheduled to play the dedicatory concert
for an expected sell out crowd on
October 14. (continued...)

CONCERT S

275 Manse Road e
West Hill, Ontario, Canada M1E 4X8

Unit 69

(416) 282-2114

Collector of Theatre Organ
MEMORABILIA

Thompson Hoyt

602/889-1241
4101 S. 6 Avenue
Tucson, Arizona 85714

66 » SEFTEMBERICCTOBER

THEATRE ORGAN



LOS ANGELES continued
Meanwhile, the San Gabriel 3/16 Wur-
litzer console is being overhauled by our
volunteer crew under administrative
crew chief Randy Becker. Harold Donze,
the crew chief at San Gabriel for many
years, is helping although he has ‘‘re-
tired.” Other dedicated crew members
are: Vince Fisher, Bill Foulds, Tom Hadn-
forth, Bob Pasalich, Martin Walsh and
Fred Williams. Ron Rhode will be at the
renovated console in the San Gabriel
Civic Auditorium on September 23 at
8:00 p.m. ATOS members from other
areas and chapters are always welcome
at any of our concerts, and you are in-
vited to join us to hear this popular artist.
Although not a LATOS-sponsored
event a number of members traveled to
Avalon on Catalina Island on May 28
and were among the near capacity crowd
at the theatre in the Casino to hear Gay-
lord Carter accompany The Black Pirate
on the 4/16 Page Organ.
Wayne Flottman

NEW YORK
914/457-5393 or 718/225-1643

On May 20 Dan Bellomy returned to
the New York area to play a concert for
us on the New York Military Academy
4/31 Moller in Cornwall. Dan's perfor-
mance was musically superb, entertain-
ing and enthusiastically received by the
audience. The up-tempo “‘Cosi Cosa"
was his opener, and it was obvious early
in the program that the audience appre-
ciated the rhythmic and jazz arrange-
ments that Dan has become famous for.
A beautifully fluid rendition of **Don't
Take Your Love From Me'"' proved Dan’s
ability to interpret a ballad and explore
the soft lush voices of the organ just as
masterfully as he performed the brassy
sounds of jazz.

Two days later, on May 22, we were
back to the Beacon Theatre on Broad-
way where Gary Phillips was our featured
guest artist. Gary rendered a fine per-
formance on the Beacon's 4/19 Wurlitzer,
opening with a lift-raising arrangement
of "“Cherokee,” and continuing with a
balanced mix of traditional theatre organ
favorites and more contemporary tunes.

Father

“Father Jim"
(313) 629-5400

James Miller

401 Davis St.
Fenton, Ml 48430
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Organists Bob Maidhof (L) and David Messineo at
the United Palace (former Loew's 175th Theatre) in
Manhatten.

Dan Bellomy at the 4/31 New York Military Aca-
demy Moller.

I

Dave Kopp at the Long Island University (Brooklyn
Paramount) 4/26 Wurlitzer.

THEATRE DRGAN

Ample time was left for open console,
and several members took advantage of
the relatively rare opportunity to play a
mighty Wurlitzer in its original movie pal-
ace setting — on Broadway, no less!

On June 27 we hosted a concert for
the Region |l AGO convention with a
10:00 p.m. performance at the United
Palace, formerly the Loew's 175th The-
atre on upper Broadway. Radio City Music
Hall organists Dave Messineo and Bob
Maidhof played a delightfully entertaining
program on the 4/23 Wonder Morton in
the restored former movie palace that
now serves as an evangelical church.
The program featured several fine organ
solos including a medley of tunes from
Oliver. In addition, Dave demonstrated
his keyboard talent at the piano playing
“The Blue Danube,” "Slaughter on Tenth
Avenue,’”” and a Liberace-style arrange-
ment of popular Gershwin selections,
while Bob provided the orchestral back
up on the Wonder Morton. It was evident
from the audience response that theatre
organ won new fans from among the
AGO members present.

A University banquet on June 7 marked
the first public performance of the Long
Island University (former Brooklyn Para-
mount) Wurlitzer since it was damaged
by a water leak in 1987. Bob Walker,
assisted by several NYTOS crew mem-
bers, worked tirelessly throughout the
spring to satisfy the University's desire
to have the organ play for this $500-per-
plate gala. Dr. David Steinberg, LIU Pres-
ident, has taken a personal itnerest in
the restoration of both the organ and the
remaining vestiges of the theatre itself,
now a gymnasium, which was beautifully
decorated and lighted for the occasion.
As President Steinberg announced, 'Let
the Mighty Wurlitzer play!"’, the 4/26, in
the capable hands of organist Dave Kopp,
thundered forth sounding every bit its
old self. The organ was featured through-
out the evening along with a dance band
to provide music for the 600 dinner
guests. The instrument is not fully com-
plete; two offset chests, chimes and
some traps still need to be reinstalled.
Bob Walker plans to have everything
complete by the fall. Tomn Stehle

* The Organ
* The Score
* The Screen

JEFF
WEILER

10 East Ontario, #4707
Chicago, lllinois 60611
312/943-0658
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NORTH FLORIDA
901/268-9537 or 904/353-5812

First, congratulations are in order to
our newly elected directors (in March).
The transition has been smooth and even
more opportunities offer themselves
with the board's commitment to two
major projects for the year; 1) to pursue
establishing a concert series and contin-
ue regular monthly programs, with
emphasis on theatre organ music style,
and 2) begin accumulating the resources
to locate, purchase, install, and maintain
a theatre pipe organ in the City of Jack-
sonville.

Our May meeting was hosted by Aus-
tin Piano & Organ (the Allen and Ham-
mond dealer in Jacksonville). Bob Austin
gave an interesting presentation of the
evolution of the electronic organ from
the original KING OF INSTRUMENTS,
followed by a mini-concert by staff mem-
ber Phil Burgess. Our June 16 program
was sponsored by Nice House of Music,
the Kawai dealer. Don Leach, organ
sales director, went out of his way to
arrange for young Vince Mirandi to be
our guest artist for the evening. Vince is a
salesman for the Kawai dealer in the Or-
lando area and is a member of the Mid-
Florida and Tampa chapters. Vince load-
ed his registrations into the Kawai and
opened with the toe-tapping tune of
“Sand," surprisingly, with full theatre or-
gan registration!! Unknown to many,
these modern organs do have the great
theatre organ sounds, reproduced digi-

tally (once you get past the Big Band
sounds, the church organ, and the instru-
mental chorus and solo sounds). Anyone
who says they all sound like synthesizers
hasn’t heard a true musician play the
new organs like Vince can, 100% theatre
pipe organ style. Not only the sound of
the theatre organ came out, but the style
and techniques Vince played were true
theatre organ. His enthusiasm for the
theatre organ style was carried through-
out his concert, sharing how he got
hooked on it at an early age, what's going
on in the two Mid-Florida chapters and
supporting our growth as a chapter.
What a delight hearing “Foggy Day in
London Town," “‘Blue Moon," *‘| Believe
in Miracles' and many others. We will
look forward to hearing him again in the
future.

As an extra for our chapter and all of
Jacksonville, our own chapter member,
Mark Renwick, performed an outstanding
concert on June 18 at the St. John's
Cathedral, Episcopal Diocese of Florida,
Jacksonville. The uniqueness of this
concert was a combination of many
efforts. The Austin 62-rank church organ
is voiced with many wonderful solo reeds
and Mark took advantage of every one
of them, especially in his opening tune,
“Sassy Brass,” featuring the Trumpet.
In keeping with the title of his program,
“A Program of Semi-Classical Music on
a Great Organ,” he performed many
tunes from the 20s and 30s. John Barry,
Music Director at St. John's, is so sup-
portive of theatre organ style, he allowed
theatre organ stops and traps to be in-
stalled on the Austin, which Mark used
to the fullest extent. The Vox and traps
were introduced in the song, “We Three,"
and more percussion used in "'Stars In
Your Eyes." Mark requested the traps

especially for his final number, ""From
Russia With Love,"" which received a
standing ovation. One more beautiful
voice was added to the program in the
selection, *“The Moon Looked Down on
Cairo,”” the “"Vox Humana" of his wife,
Carrie. No, she wasn't wired to the con-
sole, but what alive wire she is. Actually
singing from the pipe chamber, her
haunting voice accompanying this num-
ber was the added touch to an already
perfect concert. Showmanship, profes-
sionalism, a great organ, a beautiful en-
vinronment, support of St. John's and the
community, and perfect selections to
highlight the great theatre pipe organ
style, who could ask for anything more?
The calibre of this performance rates a
10+ from this reporter. Special thanks
go to Don Hyde from the Austin Organ
Co., who flew in from Hartford, Connec-
ticut, to install the traps, Jim Garvin, of
Jacksonville, installer of the theatre pipe
work, and Chris Secrest who, at the
eleventh hour, supplied crucial parts to
make the traps work from his supply of
Wurlitzer parts.

The Arts Assembly of Jacksonville
sponsors an annual "ARTS MANIA" in
October, which is a three-day program,
featuring local area talent in the different
cultural arts. The Arts Assembly ap-
proached us to participate in this program
— a real plus, to have others recognize
the cultural art form that the theatre or-
gan style justly deserves. This will be our
chance to become more visible to the
community and have more people in-
volved in chapter activities.

Also in the making, Ken Brouche is
providing opportunities for the technical
wizards to work on his 12-rank Moller in
Saturday work parties. Call for more in-
formation. Chris Secrest

Al i rsring mentersip mavens vt VI €€ the speech of man stops short,
then the art of music begins.

RICHARD WAGNER (1813-83)

DOUGLAS C. FISK Executive Director of ATOS
P.O. Box 417490
Sacramento, California 95841

INDIANAPOLIS

P.O. Box 19746
Indianapolis, IN 46219
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Steve (standing) and Art Tunnell, hosts for North
Texas at their Oak Cliff Music Company.

NORTH TEXAS
Dallas-Fort Worth
214/256-2743 or 214/233-7108

Work is progressing nicely on the re-
storation of our chapter organ in the
Lakewood Theatre that was damaged by
water in February. We now expect to
have received back from Keith Hender-
son all of the damaged items, except the
tuned percussions, by the end of August.
By deferring other modifications and up-
grades until later, we expect to have the
organ playing again (without the tuned
percussions) by early September and, in
total, shortly thereafter. In the meantime,
we plan to prepare for the enhancements
to the organ and be ready to do the up-
grades quickly during a brief down-time
early next year. This course of action will
cause the least delay to having our organ
available for playing.

We were fortunate to receive an invi-
tation from the Oak Cliff Music Company
to hold our June meeting in their beauti-
ful new store at the Red Bird Mall. We
were particularly delighted to learn that
they had arranged for Jack Riley, Dallas
organist and long-time friend of all of us
in the North Texas organ world, to play a
concert for our enjoyment. Our hosts, Art
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Jack Riley at the Oak Cliff Music Company.

and Steve Tunnell, augmented our chap-
ter attendance with an invited group of
their store friends to fill the auditorium
with over ninety enthusiastic organ lovers.
Jack was presented on the new Technics
SX-F5 organ which has a rich repertoire
of both traditional organ voices and au-
thentic orchestral sound. Jack used this
resource to great advantage in his pro-
gram selections, many of which were the
well-known Big Band standards.

It has been over four years since our
chapter last had the opportunity to enjoy
Jack Riley's beautiful and exciting organ
music, but you can be sure that this de-
lighted group will be clamoring for a re-
turn performance as quickly as possible.
Jack agreed that it had been much too
long and promised to play for us again,
soon. Jack is also well versed on theatre
pipes, so perhaps we can entice him to
favor us with a performance on the Lake-
wood organ when we again have this
beautiful instrument available for our
use. Irving Light
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Portland
503/771-8098
We held our June monthly gathering
in central Oregon at the home of Bud
and June Nachand in Bend. The Nachand

1018 LORENZ DRIVE

Quality Parts and Service
Since 1966

SEND $5.50 TODAY FOR OUR
85 PAGE CATALOG

ARNDT ORGAN SUPPLY COMPANY
P.O. BOX 129
ANKENY, IOWA 50021

PHONE (515) 964-1274

Dept. 30

ORGANS, INC.
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Low Note Pedal Generators
Combination Actions

Solid State Relays ¢
Electronic Organ Kits

Don Walker at Nachand's Allen in Bend.
John Oisen photo

home boasts a breathtaking view of the
Cascade Mountains. The majority of the
audience journeyed from Portland for
the concert. The three-hour drive from
the Willamette Valley passes through
some very spectacular northwest scen-
ery, and the ever-changing panorama of
the journey added to the festivities of the
day.

The Nachands have a beautiful, three-
manual custom Allen organ installation
in their living room. The speakers are
placed in a high chamber, speaking into
the cathedral ceiling area of the room.
Between the view of the mountains and
the beauty of the room, the concert itself
came as frosting on the cake.

Don Walker, our artist for the day, is a
theatre organist from Eugene, Oregon.
He is an ATOS member and a member
of the Eugene Organ Club and is cur-
rently playing in a pizza parlor in Eugene.
Mr. Walker's concert was a trip down
Memory Lane. His medleys featured
songs of the 20s and 30s with two side
trips into the 40s. Following his concert,
we were treated to music by two local
organists, Dorothy Thomas and Alan
Durkee, who were first to perform during
open console. Cake and coffee were
served by the Nachands, and our artist
made an encore return to the console
during the serving of same. We look for-
ward to a return to Bend and the lovely
home of the Nachands in the future.

John Olsen

ITY

THE BEST!

WRITE FOR INFORMATION TODAY

6101 Warehouse Way - Sacramento, CA 95826 (916) 381-6203
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POTOMAC VALLEY
703/256-8640 or 301/652-3222

On June 3 we sponsored a bus trip
that took 30 of our members and friends
to John Dickinson High School in Wil-
mington, Delaware. The attraction there
is the fabulous Dickinson Kimball, a
1928 organ that was removed from the
Boyd Theatre in downtown Philadelphia
in 1969 by the Dickinson Theatre Organ
Society which has done a fabulous job
of enhancing it. Under the keen guidance
of Robert Dilworth, it has grown from its
original 19 ranks and five tuned percus-
sions to 32 ranks and seven tuned per-
cussions plus a “new’’ Moller console,
modern electronic controls, and there is
still more to come!

Originally, we expected to hear Karl
Cole. Unfortunately, Karl had been sav-
vagely beaten by hoodlums and hospital-
ized in Cincinnati, Ohio. Fortunately,
the house organist from the Paramount
Music Palace in Indianapolis, Bill Viasak,
served ably as a substitute, and it was
announced that Karl Cole is recovering
nicely and is scheduled to appear in
October. His attackers are now in jail!

Several of our members attended the
ATOS Convention in Detroit in July.

Jack Little

PUGET SOUND
Seattle
206/852-2100 or 206/631-1669

We have had a rather quiet spring
season this year, but what we lacked in
quantity, we made up with guality! Donna
Parker gave us a beautiful concert at
Dick Wilcox's home, and she was as
lovely to look at as she was to hear. Her
well-rounded program satisfied all tastes,
and she left the enthusiastic audience
clamoring for more. As a special added
attraction we also got to hear Tom Hazle-
ton play a few numbers. He came up from

Don Myers at Bremerton Com-
munity Theatre.  Randy Rock photo

Dan Bellomy, also from Portland,
gave us a great program at Bellevue
Pizza and Pipes, mixing his lovely ballads
with his own inimitable jazz stylings.

We lost one of our most enthusiastic
supporters in mid-April. Bert Miller, of
Surrey, B.C., passed away very suddenly.
Bert will be remembered for his efforts
promoting live theatre organ music for
which he had a great love and respect.
Doris Miller is an old-time theatre organ-
ist from back in silent picture days, and
we are always delighted when she can
come down to play for us. Bert worked
very hard to help young artists as a mea-

Emcee Robert Montgomery on
stage as Don Myers waits in the
pit. Randy Rock photo

musical expression. He will be greatly
missed!

Bremerton Pipe Organ Society, most
of whose members also belong to ATOS,
hosted a concert at the Bremerton Com-
munity Theatre, with Don Myers at the
keyboard. The program consisted mostly
of Broadway show tunes from Show
Boat, Porgy And Bess, and many others.
This was a "first” for Don “across the
pond,” and many in the audience had
never heard him before. They like what
they heard. We hope to persuade him to
give us another program, and hope he
won't have to compete with such gor-

Portland for the concert. sure of preserving this glorious form of geous weather. Margaret C. Hill
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Stan Kann demonstrating a stamp-licking gadget.

Jelani Eddington at the Wicks organ. Mrs Armald photo

Give me the
making of
the songs of a nation,
and I care not who
makes its laws.

ANDREW FLETCHER (C. 1703)

THEATRE ORGAN

QCCATOS &5/

UAD CITIES
309/7 15 or 309/797-9058

On May 6 Bill and Joan McFadden
hosted their usual and famous night-
before-the-show potluck which has now
been named the “‘Meet-The-Artist Pot-
luck." Artist Stan Kann was pleased to
entertain the members and guests for
about an hour on the McFadden's Kim-
ball Xanadu. A sing-along completed the
evening.

On May 7, at the Capitol Theatre in
Davenport, the house lights dimmed and
yours truly stepped from behind the cur-
tain to view an eager audience of approx-
mately 800 and to introduce the guest
artists, Mr. Stan Kann, organist and
comedian.

Stan opened the show with “Birth of
Passion,” in the Jesse Crawford style,
followed by “‘Stairway to The Stars.” He
also played the light classic “The Gallop-
ing Comedian'' and a beautiful rendition
of Rubenstein’'s ‘‘Romance.”” His pro-
gram included variations of ‘“‘Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star,” the original, as Bach
would have written it, as a Strauss waltz,
then as it would have been played in
China, as it would sound in modern
jazz and, finally, as a formal classic. In
the second half of his program, Stan pre-
sented a comedy routine where he
demonstrated various old household
gadgets including vacuum cleaners, a
stamp-licker and many others. This was
followed by a sing-along of the usual
favorites. Stan concluded his show with
a powerful rendition of the “Knights
Bridge March.” For his encore, he
proved his versatility with a rousing
version of "'Jealousy."

Bert Carlson at the Capitol's Wicks organ.

Stan Kann at the Capitol's Wicks organ.

Our May meeting was held at the
Capitol Theatre where, after a short
business meeting, one of our newest
members, Bert Carlson of Rock Island,
lllinois, presented a short program of
various popular selections. Prior to his
retirement, Bert worked as a budget
analyst at the Rock Island Arsenal. He
became interested in music and pur-
chased his first organ at the age of fifty,
not realizing that his hobby would turn
into his retirement profession. He is now
employed as an organist, salesperson
and teacher at J. and B. Music in Moline,
lllinois.

On June 11 the Fourth Annual Mid-
western Social was held at the Capitol
Theatre. A cold buffet was catered at the
theatre by the Italian Village Restaurant
in Davenport, who furnished enough
food to serve more than the 80 persons
who attended. Many guests came from
far-away chapters: Chicago, Joliet, and
Rockford in lllinois; Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin; Omaha, Nebraska; Cedar Rapids,
lowa, and St. Louis, Missouri. The artist
for this event was none other than Jelani
Eddington, the youngest contestant ever
to win the ATOS Young Organist Com-
petition. Jelani, age 14, hails from Muncie,
Indiana, and was accompanied here by
his mother and grandmother. Jelani has
a charming, gracious and unassuming
personality and a style of his own at the
organ. His style and outstanding talent
were evident in his mastery of the theatre
pipe organ as he played modern popular
pieces, show tunes and light classics.
Quad-Cities Chapter and all of our guests
look forward to hearing Jelani in concert
again and wish him the very best in his
musical career. Richard P. Withenbury
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RED RIVER
Fargo, North Dakota
318/287-2671 or 701/232-6325

On April 20 the Fargo Theatre played
host to Minnesota Public Radio's The
Morning Show with Dale Connelly and
Tom Keith. The show airs from 6:00-
9:00 a.m. and features different styles of
music, humorous sketches, news and
weather. The program usually originates
in the studio in St. Paul, but occasionally
takes to the road. The Fargo program
was a rousing success as the theatre
was open to the public to come and go
at their leisure, have coffee and muffins,
and be part of a live radio broadcast.
With organist Hildegarde Kraus, Lloyd
Collins and Lance Johnson, strains of
the Mighty Wurlitzer went out over the
airwaves in solo and as background
music for the antics of Dale and Tom as
they acted out the exciting serial, **Spud-
zilla, Tuber Terror.”" Several local musi-
cal groups and vocalists were also part
of the show. Because of the response,
The Morning Show will likely make a
return visit.
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On April 28 and 29, we presented the
30th in our series of Silent Movie Nights.
This program was a tribute to Charlie
Chaplin, celebrating the 100th birthday
of the great comedian. The enthusiastic
audience participated in the sing-along,
enjoyed the trip-through-the-organ, and
the history of Chaplin's life with clips from
his famous films. Lance Johnson pro-
vided an outstanding score for Chaplin's
The Gold Rush. Pre-show and intermis-
sion entertainment was graciously pro-
vided by Hildegard Kraus at the lobby
grand. The afterglow reception for mem-
bers and guests was held on the stage.

North Dakota is celebrating its Cen-
tennial this year, and the local ABC
affiliate, WDAY-TV, is airing brief spots
of special interest — short “lessons"
focusing on significant people and events
in North Dakota history. We were pleased
to see the Fargo Theatre get one of
these recognitions. Sonia Carlson

Guest artist Barry Rindhage (left) and host Tom
Wolfe. Tom Jetfery photo

Maurine and Bill Durand enjoying open console at

Tom Wolfe's Conn. Tom Jetfery photo
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Our May 13 meeting was hosted by
Tom Wolfe in his lovely home. After a
brief business meeting conducted by
President Dick Zdan, we welcomed our
guest artist of the evening, Barry Rind-
hage, who journeyed from Saginaw,
Michigan, to present a concert for us.
Barry is a graphic artist by profession
and was a staff organist at Saginaw's
Temple Theatre. Barry opened his pro-
gram with ““What Are You Waiting For,
Mary?"* a 1927 tune recorded by Jesse
Crawford. He offered a mediey of ro-
mantic songs, including Franz Lehar's
“Yours Is My Heart Alone." For a change
of pace, Barry conducted a sing-along,
using slides made from his original graph-
ics. His concluding numbers, were “Auf
Wiedersehen," “A Lovely Way to Spend
an Evening," and “I'd Like to Call You
My Sweetheart" with Tom Wolfe joining
in on the last number, playing tuned wine
glasses. Barry's theatre stylings and
lovely registrations on the three-manual
Conn were very enjoyable. Open console
and refreshments rounded-out a very
pleasant evening.

Jeanne Cooper hosted our June 17
meeting in her home and was our guest
artist for the evening. Following a busi-
ness meeting for the election of officers,
Jeanne opened her program with two old
favorites, ““Dark Town Strutter's Ball”
and “'Blue Bayou." Her polkas were
rousing, especially ''The Beer Barrel
Polka." A medley of Blue Grass tunes
followed, including *‘The Wabash Cannon
Ball.” To show the synthesizer effects
of her organ, Jeanne played *‘Alley Cat."
For a change of mood, Jeanne offered
“Amazing Grace' and “What a Friend
We Have in Jesus." A game of musical
bingo, in which tune titles were guessed,
resulted in the awarding of prizes when
“BINGQ'" was called out. Finally, before
open console and refreshments, every-
one was given a kazoo and entered into
the business of making music. We cer-
tainly appreciate Jeanne's generous
hospitality and excellent program.

On June 4, a sizable contingent of
members and friends trekked out to The
Office Bar and Grill in Hooper, where
member Bob Tookey presides at the or-
gan console. The food was excellent and
Bob's musicianship made for a memor-
able afternoon. Tom Jeffery
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN

Denver, Colorado
303/421-1190 or 303/233-4716

Front Range theatre organ buffs were
very busy during the month of June. We
kicked off the month with the annual
People’'s Fair in Denver’s Civic Center.
This annual event draws upwards of
200,000 folks for a weekend of music,
crafts, games, displays, foods of all types
and general frolicking. This was our
chapter's first time at the fair and re-
sponse to our booth was quite positive.
Several thousand copies of our “Pipes
Along the Rockies' were handed out
along with flyers advertising our Sep-
tember “Musical Vaudeville Review'" at
the Paramount Theatre. The booth also
featured posters about our activities and
projects, including the Aladdin Wicks in-
stallation at Denver’s East High School.

The next weekend was our “‘Alumni
Day'" at the Paramount. This Sunday
affair featured an ‘“Amateur Organist
Showcase" and a very fine mini-concert
by Detroit organist, John Lauter. John's
well-prepared selections included "An-
other Opening, Another Show,"" Sousa’s
“Liberty Bell March,” medleys by George
Gershwin and Cole Porter, several John

"ROCKY MOUNTAIN
THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY §
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Don Zeller photo

William's compositions and a special
added attraction, Patti Simon at the
Paramount's twin console. The program
also included a continental breakfast,
open console and the annual club photo-
graph. Special guests for this program
were chapter alumni and past officers.

The third weekend and following week
was devoted to the annual Summer The-
atre Organ Workshop at Colorado State
University in Fort Collins. Gaylord Carter,
Hector Olivera, Robert Cavarra and Kevin
Utter were the headliners for this five-
day event entitled, “The Theatre Organ
— Past, Present and Future."

Rocky Mountain ATOS has a full slate
of activities on tap during the fall to cele-
brate the 25th Anniversary of its found-
ing. Former chapter members are invited
to join us for these activities. Don Zeller
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John Lauter at the Denver Paramount. Don Zeller phota
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Dale Zieger at the St. Louis Fox.

ST. LOUIS
Missouri
314/343-8473

Our May 15 meeting at the Fabulous
Fox Theatre took many of us back about
20 years. Our guest artist was none other
than the nationally and internationally
known former St. Louisan, Dale Zieger.
Hearing and seeing him again at the 4/36
Waurlitzer brought back some very special
memories. Dale had been the assistant
organist at the Fox for a number of years
prior to his joining the Conn Organ Cor-
poration as their top touring artist. For
many years, Dale worked quite heavily
in the dealer training department, put to-
gether the lesson course that Conn mar-
keted, and thrilled delighted audiences
around the world with his dazzling ar-
rangements and compositions. He also
owned his own recording company which
was responsible for most of the record-
ings that Conn made to help market
their instruments. He was also involved
with the electronic theatre organ product
development and was tonal consultant
on a number of the two-and three-manual
Conn theatre organs.

Dale was active in our chapter and
performed a number of successful fund-
raising silent movie concerts for us. He
was regularly featured on local television.
His music is very upbeat, and he has a
number of recordings to his credit. Since
leaving Conn, Dale and his wife, Joni (a
very special lady who is lots of fun and
who could easily model for the cover of
any of the major fashion magazines)
have been active in the two music stu-
dios, Keyboard World, that they own in
Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo, Michigan.
Dale, whose concert services are much
in demand, teaches group organ classes
of 40-50 students per class and is very
active in the sales of a variety of musical
keyboard instruments. Our sincere thanks
to Joni and Dale for a memorable even-
ing. If you have the opportunity to see
and hear Dale perform, don't miss it —
he is one of the best!  Dennis Ammann

{continued ...)
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ST. LOUIS continued

Another memorable evening, June 18,
saw former Fox staff organist Stan Kann
return to the Fox Theatre 4/36 Wurlitzer
to play the 60th Anniversary show, the
1926 silent Phantom of The Opera.
Members Marlin Mackley and Joe Barnes
had the Wurlitzer in tip-top condition.
The crowd numbered about 3000, and
the show had to be delayed nearly half
an hour to accommodate the line at the
box office. What a compliment to Stan
Kann.

Member Jack Jenkins, current staff
organist at the Fox, had an excellent
turnout at the Scottish Rite Cathedral on
May 22 when he played for the AGO and
ATOS members. This was a ‘'Lollipops"’
concert on their super huge pipe organ
which member Marlin Mackley maintains.

Dale L. Boring

See You In
Indianapolis??

Join Us
For The
35th Annual
ATOS
CONVENTION

AUGUST 4-8

Jerry Gerard at the Arlington Morton.

SANTA BARBARA
California
805/968-0335 or 805/687-2991

We have been busy promoting our
coming concert series and providing in-
termission music at the Arlington seven
nights a week. Local organist Jerry Ger-
ard plays two nights a week, and Mike
McLaughlin plays two nights a week.
The other nights the organ is played via
the Devtronix organ control system.
With giant crowds attending movies like
Batman and Indiana Jones, the organ is
getting wonderful exposure to the com-
munity and tourists. It is a real crowd
pleaser, and the organists always receive
heavy applause. All 24 ranks are now
playing, and our able technical crew,
headed by President Bruce Murdock and
retired Arlington electrician *‘Luckey"
Hawkins, keep the organ in great condi-
tion.

Lyn Larsen enjoyed the organ, and
the enthusiastic Santa Barbara audience
is looking forward to a return engage-
ment. Tom Hazleton will return on Octo-
ber 1 to open our four-concert series.
The local group has grown from less than
20 members two years ago to 180 today.
Theatre organists visiting in Santa Bar-
bara are invited to drop by and play any
morning. By calling John Oien at 805/682-
1604, an appointment can be made for
your own mini-concert. Several visitors
have stopped by and report that it is a
fun organ to play and the building is kind
to the organ. John Oien

Personal Representative:

ROBERT NORRIS

a.a.g.o.

@
ashley mil
Organist of the Year 1983

421 Baker Avenue ® Westfield, NJ 07090 ® 201 /255-5121
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Bert Kuntz and son Brad at the 4/20 Wurlitzer at
Arden Pizza and Pipes.

SIERRA

Sacramento
916/961-9367 or 916/967-9732

An early morning concert by Bert
Kuntz was held at Arden Pizza and Pipes
on the 4/20 Wurlitzer for a very appreci-
ative audience. Bert's program consisted
of selections of popular, old-timers and
movie themes. He featured special
arrangements of Eddie Dunstedter along
with novelty numbers that were a hit.
Bert has been playing at Arden Pizza and
Pipes for several months on Monday
evenings. He has become quite familiar
with the organ and came up with some
registrations never heard before which
were in very good taste. His playing was
peppy and foot-tapping. At the end of his
first set he invited his 11-year-old son,
Brad, to join him in duet at the console.
They played a nifty arrangement of the
famous “Chopsticks.” This kid has talent
— watch out, Bert, the kid may get your
job! Thanks so much, Bert, for a morning
of fine entertainment. Also, thanks to
Frank and Bob Hogan, managers of this
lovely pizza restaurant, for your hospital-
ity and use of the beautiful Wurlitzer.
Bud Taylor
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For Concert Information:

Donna Parker Productions Inc.,
P.O. Box 19371 ® Indianapolis, Indiana 46219

(317) 3599148 5



Keep in

T'heatre
Organ

Scene!

Subscribe to
The Journal of the
Cinema Organ Society,

touch with
the British

a quarterly publication featuring

photos, history, stoplists,
biographies and technical
articles . . . Plus monthly

newsletters of the latest theatre

organ news, events, and
record reviews.

Send $25.00 (U.S.) for
membership.

Young persons rate (under 24)

$20.00.
Airmail postage add $7.00
to above rates.

Includes a subscription to the

Journal and 12 monthly
newsletters.

Membership Secretary
R.D. PAWLYN

11 Broughton Avenue
AYLESBURY, Bucks
HP20 1NN Great Britain

SOONER STATE
Tulsa
918/742-8693 or 918/437-2146

The mini-concert for our May meeting
was played on Tulsa’s Central Assembly
of God church’s 4/14 Robert-Morton by
Sam Collier. Sam had said to “‘Tell 'em
they can come and listen to me prac-
tice,” but needless to say, his "“practice
time'’ was most enjoyable. He played a
program of favorites, opening with *‘Per-
fect Song,” then a bouncy medley and
a number of other old-time tunes includ-
ing "Always' and '‘Memories of You."
His cloer was "“The Introduction to Tico
Tico” . . . Sam IS fun to listen to! Open
console followed.

Our June meeting was held in Pryor,
Oklahoma, in the home of Hervey and
Janice Barbour. The Barbour's home is
built around their 2/11 Kimball, and it is a
beautiful installation. Hervey's program
included “Misty,"” “Georgia On My Mind,"
and ‘‘Can You Read My Mind." Young
Richie Jobe, Hervey's protege, favored
us with some classical selections, in-
cluding Widor's Toccata from the Fifth
Symphony. Again, open console followed.

Some fifteen persons from our chap-
ter attended the May concert on the
Wichita Wurlitzer played by Lyn Larsen
in their Century Il Auditorium. Lyn is al-
ways an inspiration, and we enjoyed his
“Trip Down Memory Lane." We drove
home the same night — along trip, but
well worth the three-and-a-half hour
drive each way.

We are delighted to announce that
our chapter has at long last been recog-
nized as a non-profit corporation by the
Internal Revenue Service. This has been
a project many years in the making, and
we are looking forward to our “Tax-
deductible” status.

Betty Weddle and Dorothy Smith
attended the recent Theatre Organ
Workshop held in Fort Collins, Colorado,
at Colorado State University. Unfortun-
ately, the Wurlitzer in Lory Student Cen-
ter was not playing, but Gaylord Carter,
Professor Bob Cavarra and Kevin Utter
“made do'’ beautifully on an Allen digital
organ borrowed for the occasion. And
they were completely amazed by the

sounds Hector Olivera produced from a
two-manual Yamaha instrument bor-
rowed from Dick and Virginia Webb of
Estes Park, Colorado. Hearing the
fabulous Marcussen tracker organ in the
First Methodist Church of Fort Collins
was also a highlight of the workshop.
We are saddened to report the “‘Clos-
ing Chord’' of member and friend Luter
Eulert on May 16, 1989. Luther had been
critically ill and hospitalized with pneu-
monia for five weeks prior to his death.
Among our fond memories of him is an
“Inspect the progress on our 3/10 Robert-
Morton installation’ meeting at the Vo-
Tech high school one dreadfully hot and
humid August evening several years ago
— and hearing Luther tap out Christmas
music (manually) on the Glockenspiel!
We shall miss him. Dorothy Smith

ELECTRONIC ORGANS
Kit, or Custom Built

Kits for electronic or pipe organ

renovation.

* Microprocessor-controlled, modular cir-
cuitry for ease of construction

* Authentic pipe organ voicing using
active filter circuitry.

« Built-in capture system.

+ Self-financing purchase plans.

* 7 basic models: 3 Church, 4 Theater, in
2-, 3-, and 4-manual sizes.

Attn: PIPE ORGAN BUILDERS
Incorporate, or replace, your stacks of
switching relays with pP-controlled
latches. System will control up to
16,000 pipes and/or oscillators.

Write for quotation.

ARTISAN INSTRUMENTS, INC.
6450 N.E. 183
Seattle, WA 98155
PH: (208) 486-6555 TLX: 4998676 ARTSN

Chris Flliott

Organist
Now booking
1989-90 appearances

Theatre Organ and
Silent Film Presentations

For concert information, contact:
CHRIS ELLIOTT

P.O. Box 7532 » Menlo Park, CA 94026
Telephone 415/323-8652

THEATRE ORGAN

INIerNatioNal

Sample Card Available

ORGAN LEATHERS

QuALITY CERTIFIED LEATHERS & TooLs
FOR PIPE ORGANS ® PLAYER PIANO8 © THEATER ORGANS

412 West Marion
South Bend, IN 46601
(219) 234-8831
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SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN
Kalamazoo
616/649-2742

On July 8, in collaboration with Motor
City Chapter, our club had the privilege
of hosting Afterglow Il on its visit to Kala-
mazoo after the 1989 convention in
Detroit.

We had two fine organs to show off in
Kalamazoo. The first was at a surprise
stop at the Episcopal Cathedral of Christ
the King where the organist, Donalee
Williams, performed on the giant Aeolian
Skinner 3/49 pipe organ that dominates
the unusual square cathedral. Open
console followed her concert.

The climax of the day-long trip was the
program at the State Theatre in down-
town Kalamazoo. This is our 1927 John
Eberson atmaospheric theatre, a Spanish
courtyard with appropriate lighting and
sky effect with twinkling stars and mov-
ing clouds.

Preparing for this event had occupied
our club for several months in addition
to our regular meetings. With a $500
donation for materials from the owner of
the theatre, Roger Hinman, plus much
volunteer help, particularly by Jim Lauck,
a local organbuilder who guided our ef-
forts, members of our group releathered,
rewired, and generally brought up to
playing condition the 62-year-old Barton
3/13. Much still needs doing to fully re-
store this beautiful instrument, but it per-
formed well and sweetly that evening
under the fine musicianship of Rob
Richards.

Rob showed his talent and virtuosity
in giving us exactly the program we
had hoped for — one that, as he said,
demonstrated all the uses the theatre
organ was designed for: as a concert
instrument, as accompaniment to silent
films and sing-along, and, to bring its
use up to date, in combination with a
synthesizer. As a plus, Rob accompanied
John Giardina, an excellent Italian tenor,
as he sang several solos then led the
sing-along. Two silent comedies, Harold
Lloyd and Laurel and Hardy, ahd the
audience in stiches.

The almost capacity audience (the
program was open to the general public
as well as the ATOS) responded enthu-
siastically. We are still receiving acco-
lades and requests that we put on an-
other show! People enjoyed the varied
and nostalgic program, getting back to
the original uses of the theatre organ.
Perhaps it has been used too much of
late as exclusively a concert instrument!

Dorothy Butela
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Afterglow Il audience hearing na!ee Williams at
the Aocelian Skinner 3/49 Central Church of Christ

The King, Kalamazoo, Michigan.

Rob Richards at the State Theatre Barton 3/13,
Afterglow I, Kalamazoo.

o WELCOME
& ATOS
ORGAN
- CONCERT 7PM |

n

Rob Richards, State Theatre, Kalamazoo, Afterglow
Il, at the Barton 3/13.

JOURNAL PROBLEMS?
contact:
DOUGILAS C. FISK
P.O. Box 417490 » Sacramento, CA 95841
For Back Issues & Binders write to:
ATOS BACK ISSUES & BINDERS
1393 Don Carlos Ct. ® Chula Vista, CA 92010
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WOLVERINE
Central & Lower MIchigan
313/284-8882 or 313/558-7118

May 21 brought a special treat from
members Mary and Don McKinney,
Dearborn Heights, to their Wolverine
friends. They went all out to present us
with a wonderful afternoon filled with fine
music and delicious food. Don skillfully
blended his capabilities at the organ,
gained from 42 years of playing, with
those of the Hammond Elegante. Mary
ahd prepared a plentiful array of delica-
cies around some very delicious ham to
feed a small army of 50 thankful Wol-
verines.

On June 25 Wolverine Chapter was
once again welcome at the home of
Don and Shirley Jenks in Brighton. About
32 members, who sought hospitality in
the Jenks’ home, found that, and more.
Not only were they treated to entertaining
music from the fingers of Father Andrew
Rogers and Sharron Patterson, but Gerry
and Marge Muethel provided an added
treat by bringing some special guests to
the gathering. They happily introduced
New Zealand organist Richard Hore and
his wife, who were in Detroit because of
the ATOS convention, to the Wolverines
and vice-versa. After Don guided Mr.
Hore, who is blind, to the console and
helped set the registrations, Richard had
a ball entertaining new friends, while his
wife was busy discussing craft work with
Marv Spear and Barbar Kotyk. Everyone
present enjoyed a fine afternoon of
camaraderie. Charlie & Betty Baas

See You in
Indianapolis??

AUGUST 4-8

THEATRE ORGAN

Don and Mary McKmney Father Andrew Rogers at Don Jenk's console.
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