
The Story of Organist Fred Feibel 
The distinctive organ arran g ements 

heard for many years on CBS Radio and 
Television were the tuneful work of 
Fred Feibel , a Columbia recording artist 
and composer whose recent published 
organ works include 22 special arrange ­
ments of standard classics and folk 
tunes and a novelty solo entitled ''' Toc ­
cata in Blue !' 

Feibel is a musician whose hobbies , 
too , are musica 1. He has an immense 
music library in his home in Englewood , 
N .J ., and he spends his spare time com ­
posing , using the Hammond organ and the 
grand piano in his living room . 

Feibel arranges and plays the scores 
for his programs , some of which call for 
much ingenuity. To get eerie effects for 
the spine-chilling " Stage 13 " show , for 
instance , he has used French and Eng = 
lish horns for special effects, and has 
even strummed the piano wires with 
paint brushes to create " vampire" 
music. 

Bern in Union City. New Je£sey, in 

1906 , Feibel started his musical edu ­
cation as a violinist when he was ten 
years old . He switched to the piano by 
teaching himself from his sister Ps piano 
studies _ Then the organ fascinated h.im . 
and he watched the organists in churcl;i 
and the local movie house for hours on 
end . and began to study the organ under 
a local teacher -

At 14. Feibel became one of the or ­
ganists in the church he attended . He 
was attending a movi e matinee at the 
age of 16 . when a notice was flashed on 
the screen that a pianist was wanted for 
afternoons only . Feibel was out of his 
seat in a second , He presented himself 
at the box office , specifying a preference 
for the organ and not the piano. He got 
the job. 

Feibel joined the staff of organists 
at New York's Rialto Theatre in 1927 , 
and a year later went to the Paramount 
Theatre, where he stayed for seven 
years. 

In 1929, Feibel started his " Organ 

Reveille '' program on the Columbia 
Broadcasting System , starting the day 
for CBS listeners every weekday morn ­
ing for seven and a half years. After 
1935 . Feibel devoted himself to radio 
and television exclusively. Radio pro ­
grams on which he has been heard in­
clude " Phil Cook ' s Almanac/ ' Richard 
Maxwell ' s n Songs of Cheerand Comfort," 
Ernest Chappel's '' Are You a Genius?" 
and many favorite daytime dramatic 
shows . 

He married in 1933, and he and his 
wife , Lenore , made their home in Engle­
wood , New Jersey . During the war , Fei­
bel served for more than two years in 
the United States Army. 

His compositions include many mod­
ern instrumental solos, and a book of cue 
music for radio dramatic shows. His Co­
lumbia recordings include dance records 
by the Fred Feibel Quartet , pipe organ 
solos of well known concert music, and 
an album of Novachord records . 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

Classified ads are accepted at the rate 
of ten cents per word per issue. A ten 
percent discount allowed if remittance 
accompanies your order. 
Head your ads: "WANTED", "SWAP" 
"FOR SALE'', etc. Send your ad to: 
Theatre Organ, Adv. Mgr, P. 0. Sox 248 
A lamed a, Ca I lfornia 
SPECIAL OFFER to ATOE MEMBERS: 
No charge for your first ten words. 

FOR SALE 

2/7 Style •E' WurliTzer complete. Still in 
theatre, fair condition. $1100.00. Edw. 
Nawyn, 109 North 12 Street, Paterson 2, 
New Jersey. 

4 Manual 20 rank Barton Console and 
relay. Approx. 230 stop tabs. Good con­
dition. No cut cables! Unclli,Oted. State 
highest cash offer (FOB Manitowoc, Wis­
consin) with first letter. Remainder of 
organ is also for sale but the condition 
varies. Write for informati a, on specific 
parts. B. F. Comstock, 1010 New York 
Avenue, Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 

·Whitworth's ~•Cinema and Theatre Organs" 
(reprint) $15.00; Rupee's "Encyclopaedia 
of Music for Pictures" $8.00 Postpaid. 
ORGAN LITERATURE FOUNDATION, 
Nashua, New Hampshire. 

TABS & DRAWBARS: Calendar of organ 
events (both pipe and non-pipe) for the 
Northern California area; articles; pic­
tures, organ club news; ads. $1.50 per 
year (10 issues). TABS & DRAWBARS, 
Box 313, Berkeley 1, California. Write 
for sample copy. 

JUST OFF THE PRESS! 
"Introductions, Breaks, Endings #2" by 
Esther Higgins. Former theatre and radio 
organist's arrangements with that 'pro' 
touch. Avai I able at your music dealer or 
direct from Esther S. Higgins. 17 West 
Browning Road, Collingswood 7, New 
Jersey. 

Oversize brass ferrules for WurliTzer 
bottom boards. Minimum order 20. 
Spreader strips for WurliTzer or Morton. 
Key Contact Blocks. Bent switch contact 
wires for either Morton or WurliTzer. 
Pneumatics made for any organ from a 
sample. Address all inquiries to: 

RAY L. STEFFENS 
614 East 36th Street 
Minneapolis 7, Minnesota 

SUBSCRIBERS WANTED ROBERT 
HOPE-JON ES/PREMIER ORGANIST 
Monthl~ Pipe Organ Magazine; History, 
Nostalgia, Stoplists, Data, Ads. $2 Year. 
ALDEN E. MILLER, 3212 - 34th Avenue 
South, Minneapolis 6, Minnesota. 

Artisan 3-manual theatre, Gaylord Carter 
TV organ, 97 stops, cost $15,000, sell 
$8,000. Allan C-1 percussion $2,800. 
Both like new. STICH, 46 Turrini Circle, 
Danvi lie, Co.Ufornia. 

WANTED 

Volume 1, Numbers 1 & 2 of "THE 
TIBIA". STATE CONDITION AND 
PRICE. Ray Brubacher, 4016 21st Street 
N.E., Washington 18, D.C. 

Three manual 8 to 15 rank WurliTzer, 
complete and in good condition. Paul 
Ronniger, 54 East South Temple, Salt 
Lake City 11, Utah. 

3 Manual relay, 10-15 ranks. R. David 
Brewer, 22945 Buckingham, Dearborn 7, 
Michigan. 

WHY DON'T YOU 
TRY A CLASSIFIED? 
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2044 R-20 New York Worlds Fair, Winter 
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3 Man Blackpool, Eng. Opera House 4/24/39 
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4Man 20th Century 11/27 /39 
2044 R-20 Inglewood Paul Paul Filson 1/ 5/40 

Lodge 
Organ .Buffalo, Visitation Church 5/ 6/40 

1066 3 Man New York, N. Y. Radio Station 
WNCA 9/16/41 

1336 Rebuilt 
2 Man Mexico D.F. (A-3 old R-5) 4/11/42 

1018 3 Man Buffalo 10/27 /43 

TWO HISTORIC RECORDS 

THE LA'ST RECORDINGS FROM THE 

MIGHTY SAN FRANCISCO FOX WURLITZER 
* TINY JAMES * EVERETT NOUR'SE 

These recording_s which will mean much more in the Y.ears to come are now available! The last breaths 
of the Mighty San Francisco Fox WurliTzer Theatre Pipe nrgan have been flawlessly captured for history to 
rehear. Though the Fox and its famous pipe organ are gone, you can now purchase one or both of these his­
toric records. These "Fare _well to the Fox" ~lbums, Volume I and Volume II, feature the last staff organ­
ist, Everett Nourse anrl wefl known favorite, Tiny James, inspiring memories of "the Cathedra I that Fox 
bu i It"! 

For immediate delivery order direct, enclosing a check to: 

F-W ENTERPRISES# P.O. BOX 1673, OAKLAND 4, CALIFORNIA 

MONO $4.00 each SORRY, NO C.O.D. ORDERS STEREO $5.00 each 

Spring 1963 31 




