
The William Wood Pipe Organ Company 

Console of 3/6 Wood Band Organ of 1929 vintage as it appeared in 1963, 
after 34 years of service! 

By Bill Peterson 

Available history indicates chat the 
William Wood Pipe Organ Company was 
born in Portland, Oregon, in the year 
1922. The officers who served the com
pany throughout its existence were 
William Wood 7 president; George A. 
Morrison, vice president; and Edward E. 
Juster, secretary . Several locations were 
used by the firm during its history . In 
1925 the company was located on the 
west side of Portland at 101 13th Street. 
The company moved to much larger 
quarters in 1926, taking over the second 
floor of a manufacturing plant at 1475 
East 27th Street North, corner of Morgan . 
Although street numbering in Portland 
has since been changed, the factory, 
with its large "CHAMPION MANUFAC
TURING COMPANY" sign on the roof, 
stood proudly in the middle of what is 
now Northeast Lombard Street (at N.E. 
27th Avenue) on the south side of the 
Union Pacific Railroad tracks . The 
railroad siding ''CHAMP,'' which ser
viced the factory and its steam plant and 
dry kilns, is still there for chose of us 
who like to reminisce. 

3/6 Wood Band Organ console as first installed in '29 in Band Shell, Rollerdrome Skating Rink, Culver City, Calif. 
Scenic painting in band shell, and console art i stry, by Ray Smith of the Wood Pipe Organ Company. 
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"Billy" Wood, as his friends and co
workers knew him, was a man of rare 
attributes. His genius for electrical 
mechanics, his profound knowledge of 
music and musical instruments, and his 
devotion to perfection in the building of 
pipe organs endeared him to all who knew 
him . His musical education apparently 
began very early in his life, for it is 
known that he and his brother Darwin, 
both of tender age, played a duet on pipe 
organ and piano before Her Majesty, The 
Queen of England! Thus, "Billy" took 
an early seep in a career which led him to 
build ·many fine pipe organs and carve a 
niche in the musical history of the 
Pacific Northwest. 

During the early days of the Silent 
Screen; the Jen sen and Von Herberg 
theatre chain installed many fine organs 
in their theatres, and for a time William 
Wood was their service man for these 
organs in the Portland area. Most of 
these organs were WurliTzers, and in
cluded the 4/32 Hope- Jones WurliTzer 
(Opus 164) in the Portland Liberty 
Theatre. During this time "Billy" 
maintained a Marr & Colton theatre organ 
in suburban Forest Grove, Oregon . Since 
the pipe organs, which he later built, 
contained similar chestwork of excellent 
character there is no doubt that "Billy" 
was influenced by Marr & Colton in his 
own designs . 

Most of the wooden pipes used in a 
''William Wood'' organ were made in 
their own factory, a great many of them 
by the founder himself. Wood designed 
his own "scales" for the wooden pipe 
work and his "Tibia Clausa" of special 
scale is some thing to hear! In the 16 
foot register, his wooden "Violone" and 
"Double Open Diapason" ask no quarter. 
To his specifications of wind pressure, 
scale, and voicing, all metal pipe work 
was purchased from Anton Gottfried and 
Son, Erie, Pennsylvania . Musical per
cussions, of appropriate scale, were 
purchased from J . C . Deagan, Inc . , 
Chicago, Illinois, and the electric mag
nets from Reisner Manufacturing Com
pany, Hagerstown, Maryland . 

The company's most popular organ 
model, both musically and price-wise, 
seems to have been the 2/ 8 with a horse
shoe console . In the Main Chamber: Flute 
16', Open Diapason, Viol d 'Orchestra, 
Viole Celeste, and either a Clarinet, 
Krumet, Oboe, or French Horn . A metal 
bar Harp, if ordered , was al so placed in 
the Main Chamber . In the Solo Chamber : 
Tuba (16' if ordered), Tibia Clausa , Vox 
Humana , Percussions and Traps . The
atre acoustics (with people) determined 
the final wind pressures used . The con
soles were equipped with t.wo swell 
pedals and usually a crescendo pedal. 
Three tremulants were standard: Solo, 
Main , and Vox Humana . 

Perhaps one of the company's better 
sounding organs wa s the 3/ 9 (with 
piano) installed in Gellers (now the 
Aladdin ) Theatre near the intersection of 
Powell Blvd . and Milwaukee Avenue, 
Portland . The "brassiest," no doubt, 

was the Special 2/ 8 installed for Chris 
Jeffries at the Imperial Roller Rink, 
Portland . The largest was surely the 4 / 13 
in seal led for Bob Bollinger in the Roller 
Rink at The Oaks Amusement Park on 
the beautiful Willamette River near 
Portland . This organ was originally 
installed as a 2/ 5 Special but was en
larged set by set, right at the. skating 
rink, to its eventual 4 / 13 size . 

"Billy" Wood and his brother Darwin, 
"The Professor," were both accom
plished musicians, and both were em
ployed as organists at various Portland 
theatres . However, "Billy" devoted the 
major portion of his talents to the build
ing of pipe organs while "The Professor" 
became very popular with movie fans of 
the period with his impressive accom
paniments to the silent screen. Darwin 
made many friends while teaching the 
organ, broadcasting on radio, and playing 
at the Blue Mouse, State, Oregon, and 
Gellers Theatres . 

In 1929 the company built and in-

stalled a Special 3/ 6 organ in the Roller
drome Skating Rink in Culver City, 
California . This organ stood unenclosed 
(see photos) in the West balcony of the 
Rink (opposite the entrance) and, thanks 
to "Billy's" special voicing, thrilled 
many thousands of skaters throughout the 
many years of its use . This organ is now 
the property of Daniel F . Haworth of 
Burbank, California. Mr. Haworth worked 
for the W.i.Uiam Wood Pipe Organ Com
pany from June 1927 through October 
1929. The photos and much of the infor
mation used in this story are th-rough the 
courtesy of Mr. Haworth. After the arrival 
of "talkies", the William Wood Pipe 
Organ Company slowly went out of 
business and "Billy" moved to Los 
Angeles, California. He installed one of 
his last pipe organs in the Shrine Roller 
Rink, adjoining the "Al Malaikah" 
Shrine TeO}Ple in Los Angeles, and later 
became manager of this rink. 

Both the Wood brothers passed away 
in Los Angeles, William in 1938 and 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· A PARTIAL LIST OF PIPE ORGANS BUILT BY THE WOOD PIPE ORGAN COMPANY 
OF PORTLAND, OREGON 

Radio Station KEX • • • • • • Portland Oregon 
Church • • • • • • • • • • • • Twin Falls, Idaho 
laurelhurst Christian Church • • • • Portland 
State Theatre (now Cinema 21) • • • Portland 

2/? 
2/? 
2/8 
2/8 divided 

2/? 
2/8 
2/8 

II 

II 

II 

(the first console in Oregon, on an elevator) 
Walnut Park Theatre Portland 
Sel lwood Theatre • • • • • • • • • • Portland 
Oregon Theatre • • • • • • • • • • • Portland 

(This organ went to KXL Radio, in Multnomah Hotel, Portland) 
2/8 11 (Piano and 

Orch oboe) 
Theatre • • • • • • Dalles, Oregon 

Liberty Theatre • .. • • • • • • 
Hippodrome Theatre (now Fox) 

Gellers Theatre (now Aladdin) 

Camas, Washington 
Portland, Oregon 

Portland 

Temple Theatre • • • • • • • • • • • Lewiston, Idaho 
(later moved to Lotus Isle Amusement Park - Portland) 

Jefferson Theatre • • • • • • • • • • Portland 
Imperial Roi ler Rink. • • • • • • • • Portland 

(later combined with a 3/10 WurliTzer from Hollywood 
Theatre in Portland.) 

Oaks Roi ler Rink • • • • • • • • • • Portland 
(later enla~ed twice by Wood, right at the rink, ending 

up as a 4/13. Later,organ was replaced with the 4/18 
WurliTzer from the Broadway Theatre - Portland.) 

Roi lerdrome • • • • • • • • • • • • • Culver City, Calif. 
(now owned by Dan Haworth - Burbank, Ca Ii f.) 

Theatre • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Vacaville, Calif. 
(now in church in Vacaville) 

2/8 
2/7 

3/9 

2/5 

II 

11 (Plano & 
accordion) 

11 (Piano and 
Krumet) 

2/6 II 

2/5 (later 2/8 plus Clar., 
Eng. horn, Kin., 
Sleigh bells) 

2/5 

3/16 (16 1 tuba) 

2/? 

THE STOCK WOOD THEATRE ORGAN WAS Zf8, AND ARRANGED AS FOLLOWS: 

MAIN, OR LEFT SIDE CHAMBER 
Flute 16', to 1-3/5' 
Open Diapason 8 1

, 4 1 

Viol d 'Orchestra 8', 4', 2 1 

Viole Celeste 81, 4 1 

Clarinet 81, 4' 
(Clarinet in this chamber sometimes exchanged 

for French Horn or Orchestral Oboe.) 
(Krumet at Gellers Theatre, in this chamber.) 

SOLO, OR RIGHT SIDE CHAMBER 
Tuba Profunda 8 1

, 4 1 

Tibra ClauSQ 8'., 4 1 

Vox Humana 81, 4 1 

Usual traps, drums, bells, etc. 
Piano (if lnsta lied} 

The Wood Company usually made their own wooden pipes. All metal pipes were purchased 
from Anton Gottfried and Son - Erie, Pa. 
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Darwin in 1946 . Ed Juster, secretary of 
the company, passed away in the late 
1940's in Portland . Ray Smith, who 
worked for the firm from its inception, 
passed on in Hollywood in 1960 . He was 
a fine artist, painter and repairman, and 
some of his leatherwork is still going 
strong. An example of Ray's fine artistry 
can be seen in his paintings on the con
sole and background scenes in the 
accompanying photo of the 3/ 6 Roller
drome installation . The writer has had 
the pleasure of talking with two other 
past employees of the company: Glenn 
Mendenhall of Vancouver, Washington, 
and Arthur Morey of Portland, Oregon, 
who have some fine memories of their 
associations with "Billy" and his pipe 
organs . 

Although some 33 years have passed 
since the William Wood Pipe Organ Com
pany installed its last organ, several 
remain in regular use today. The organ 
in the Portland Imperial Roller Rink 
was combined with the WurliTzer (Opus 
1327, Special Model H) from the Holly
wood Theatre, Portland, and is still in 
daily use. A "William Wood" theatre 
organ (1926) originally installed in a 
theatre in Vacaville, California, is now 
in regular use in a church in that city . 
Everett Nourse, former house organist at 
the San Francisco Fox Theatre, was 
instrumental in obtaining the Wood organ 
for the Vacaville church . Incidentally, 

4/13 Wood, originally in Oaks Roller 
Rink, Portland (showing Bill Blunk). 

the resid e nts of Vacaville are quite proud 
of their organ today - it's the only PIPE 
organ in the city! 

Two f(ne examples of Wood church 
organs were installed in Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, near East 39th and 
Sandy Boulevard, Portland, and Saint 
Mark's Episcopal Church, at Northwest 
21st an d Marshall. The 4/ 13 "band" 
organ that was installed in the Oaks 
Roller R ink has been replaced with the 
4 / 18 WurliTzer (Opus 1380 - of Oliver 
Wallace, "Bobby" Burns, and Dow 
LeRoy fame) from the Broadway Theatre 
in Portland . 

Unfortunately, there is no known 
complete listing of all the organs built 
by the company . The list included with 
this article is only partially complete, 
for no "Opus" numbers were ever kept 
at the factory . Also, pictures of William 
Wood and his brother Darwin are known 
to exist but are unobtainable at this 
time . Perhaps some reader will have a 
useful picture and send it along for a 
"Post Script" story in the future . Having 
enjoyed many wonderful hours of listen
ing to some of the fine ''William Wood 11 

organs mentioned in this article, the 
writer wi ll greatly appreciate any addi
tional information in regard to The Wil
liam Wood Pipe Organ Company of 
Portland , Oregon . Contact Bill Peterson, 
2708 North Portland Boulevard, Portland 
17, Oregon . 

2/6 Wm. Wood Theatre Organ built in 
1926 for Vacaville, Calif., later moved to 
Vacavi I le church by Everett Nourse & 
Associates. - Daniel F- Haworth Photo. 

Attention! 
Musicians, Entertainers and 

Program Directors 

FUN! MONEY! SONG! 
Are Yours at Parties, Banquets, Clubs, 

Cocktail Lounges, Etc. 

Everyone loves to sing along! 

"SLIDE-A -SONG IT 

35mm Sing Along Slides 
GIVES YOU 

Fun-filled audience participation with inexpensive, beautifully illustrated, live 
color, lyric song slides and "rib-tickling" humorous slides. For beautiful sample 

slide, send 50¢ to: 

Slide-A-Song Company, P.O. Box 5172, Phoenix 10, Arizona 

$5.00 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
Classified ads are accepted at the rate 
of ten cents per word per issue. A ten 
perc:t!nt discount a II owed if remittance 
accompanies your order. 
Head your ads: .. WANTED", .. SWAP" 
"FOR SALE", etc. Send your ad to: 
Theatre Organ, Adv. Mgr, P. 0. 6ox 248 
A lamed a, Ca I ifornia 
SPECIAL OFFER to ATOE MEMBERS: 
No charge for your first ten words. 

WANTED 
Duo-Art Semi Automatic Aeolian Skinner 
Organ Rolls. Please state selection, 
title, condition and price in your reply. 
Robert W. Mueller, 4826 Parker Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois 60639. 

Banjos, Mandolins, Guitars, other fretted 
instruments; wi II trade for theatre organ 
parts or pay cash. Robert Johnson, Rt. 1, 
Box 265A, Rossville, Georgia . 

Wurl iTzer 2 manual Theatre Organ, good 
or repairable condition. Charles Coston, 
7202 Buffalo Ave., Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

FOR SALE 

4/30 Morton Console; 3/50 Austin Con
sole; many other organ parts. Ronald 
McDonald, 4480 West 4100 South, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

4/19 Kilgen theatre organ complete, the 
famous Pica dilly Theatre organ with 
Baldwin grand piano, full percussions 
and effects. Has been expertly removed 
- no cables cut - ready to ship. Also 
WurliTzer pipes, chests, parts. Send 
$1.00 for full information, specifications, 
photographs; also have free lists of 
Nickelodeons, Player Organs, Player 
Pianos, Edison Phonographs, many other 
musical antiques for sale or trade. 
Robert Johnson, Rt. 1, Box 265A, 
Rossvi lie, Georgia. 

2 manual 5 rank WurliTzer, vintage 1928. 
Trumpet, Tibia, Salicional, Flute, Vox, 
Chimes, Xylophone, Glock and complete 
original percussions, etc. All authentic
ally restored, brown leather, in excellent 
condition. Equipped with beautifully 
restored Cherry console. All working 
perfectly in home installation. $1950. 
Bob Foody, 138 Mountaindale Road, 
Yonkers, New York. Area Code 914, 
SP. 9-6343. 

Kimball 2/7 Theatre Organ complete with 
traps and percussion. Needs Blower. All 
packed, crated, ready for moving. Com
plete with original blueprint. $750 or best 
offer, F.O.B. Kansas City, Mo. Marvin E. 
Merchant, 314 South Lawndale, Kansas 
City, Missouri. 

NEW RECORD, a "non-doctored" first 
12" LP of 4/21 WurliTzer in Rochester, 
New York PALACE Theatre. Popular 
and light classics played by the inimit
able TOM GRIERSON. Truly a collec
tor's item! Detail color jacket with 
pictures and notes. STEREO ONLY. 
$4.95 Prepaid from only P.O. Box 53, 
Fishers, New York. 

theatre organ 




