
from the chapters 
NEWS OF ACTIVITY IN ATOE CHAPTERS 

AS RECEIVED FROM LOCAL 
CORRESPONDENTS 

CHICAGO AREA CHAPTER 

Chairman - Dr. Rodney P. Elliott 
3101 South Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Secretary - George C. Johnston 
130 North Third Avenue 
Villa Park, Illinois 60181 

CONNECTICUT VALLEY CHAPTER 

Chairman - Everett Bassett 
213 Homestead Avenue 
Waterbury, Conn. 0670 l 

Secretary - Mrs. Eleanor D. Weaver 
Litchfield Turnpike 
Bethany, Connecticut 06525 

DELAWARE VALLEY CHAPTER 

Chairman - John Armstrong, Jr. 
Mechanicsville, Pa. 

Secretary · Laura T. Fesmire 
241 l Huntingdon Pike 
Huntingdon Valley, Pa. 

EASTERN MASS. CHAPTER 

Chairman - Jim Rankin 
73 Grand Street 
Reading, Mass. 

Secretary - Elbert J. Drazy 
6 Amherst Road 
Andover, Mass. 

HEART OF AMERICA CHAPTER 

Chairman - Rolph (Ed) Love 
2500 Gronthurst 
Topeka, Kansas 

Secretary - Robert L. Foley 
1938 Marion Road 
Wichita, Kansas 67216 

LAND O'LAKES CHAPTER 

Chairman - John Zetterstrom 
1321 Valders Avenue 
North Minneapolis, ,Minne,ota 

Secretary - Burt Frank 
820 Hoyt Avenue W. 
St. Pau I, Minnesota 

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 

Chairman - Lester S. Pepiot 
6738 Woodman Avenue 
Van Nuys, California 91401 

Secretary - Gori L. Thompson 
3975 South Orange Drive 
Los Angeles, California 90008 

MOTOR CITY CHAPTER 

Chairman - Al Mason 
15303 Gilchrist 
Detroit, Michigan 48227 

Secretary - Holley Prim 
20285 Westbrook Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48219 

NEW YORK CHAPTER 

Chairman - Howard A. Day 
2A Prospect Place 
Springfield, New Jersey 07081 

Secretary - Allen W. Rossiter 
250 Harrison Street 
Passaic, New Jersey 07055 

NIAGARA FRONTIER CHAPTER 

Chairman - Grant Whitcomb 
19 Church Street 
East Aurora, New York 

Secretary - Laura Thomas 
3534 Bowen Road 
Lancaster, New York 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER 

Chairman - James Roseveare 
33 Decker Way 
Son Jose, California 95127 

Secretary - Jack Bethards 

San Francisco, California 

OHIO VALLEY CHAPTER 

Chairman - Everard S. Pratt 
855 Dunore Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

Secretary - Mrs. Edgar D. Wipperman 
3062 Brookwood Circl e 
South Fort Mitchell, Kentucky 

OREGON CHAPTER 

Chairman - Ted Marks 
706 N. E. 165th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 

Secretary - Bi II Peterson 
2708 N. Portland Blvd., Apt. 2 
Portland, Oregon 

PIEDMONT CHAPTER 

Chairman - Don Hall 
8-8 Clark Court 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514 

Secretary ·- Nelson Guard 
1150 Battleground Avenue 
Greensboro, North Carolina 27408 

PINE TREE CHAPTER 

Chairman - Forest Perkins 
l l Shepley Street #22 
Portland, Maine 04101 

Secretary - Robert Melcher 
18 Monroe Court 
Westbrook, Maine 

POTOMAC VALLEY CHAPTER 

Chairman - Ray Brubacher 
1706 Mayhew Drive 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Secretary - Elbert Marlowe 
9505 Curran Road 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

• * * * * 

PUGET SOUND CHAPTER 

Chairman - Dick Schrum 
12258 Twelfth Street NW 
Seattle, Washington 98177 

Secretary - Roger Johnson 
29015 Thirty-Ninth South 
Auburn, Washington 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER 

Chairman - Duane Searle 
472 Quentin Avenue 
Aurora, Colorado 

Secretary - Rodney Stich 
1860 Applewood Drive 
Denver 15, Colorado 

SOUTHEASTERN CHAPTER 

Chairman - Blake Braley 
P.O. Bax 73 
Tucker, Georgia 

Secretary - Arli Sutherland 
P.O. Box 225 
Atlanta 1, Georgia 

ST. LOUIS AREA CHAPTER 

Chairman - George G. Swett 
106 Manlyn Drive 
Kir~wood, Missouri 63122 

Secretary - Mrs. Alwin L. Baum 
6918A Plateau Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63139 

VALLEY OF THE SUN CHAPTER 

Chairman - Karl R. Warner 
1221 North 49 Street, Apt 2 
Phoenix, Arizona 85008 

Secretary - Laurel D. Ruby 
2230 North 51 Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85008 

WESTERN RESERVE CHAPTER 

Chairman - Duey Arey 
10718 Johnnycake Ridge Road 
Painesville, Ohio 44077 

Secretary Robert S. Kagy 
8225 Bel I flower Road 
Mentor, Ohio 

WOLVERINE CHAPTER 

Chairman- R. W. Connor 
1406 Elm 
West Dearborn, Michigan 

Secretary - Lucille Mitchell 
13967 Mette ta I 
Detroit, Michigan 48227 
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CHAPTER NEWS - Continued 

CHICAGO AREA CHAPTER 

Although it was the night of Chicago
land's first blizzard of the season, 
about 50 brave souls turned out for 
CATOE'S Annual Election of officers 
meeting, held this year at Karnes Music 
Co. in Des Plaines. Following the busi
ness part of the meeting, which included 
the voting of an Honorary Life Member• 
ship for Stadium organist Al Melgard, 
everyone gathered around the organs 
that Karnes Music had provided for the 
membership. Included were a 3 manual 
Rodgers and various models of elec
tronic Wurlitzers. 

CATOE 'S Christmas Social was held 
at the MontClare Theatre with Tony 
Tahlman as featured artist at the 3/10 
Barton. Tony's program included many 
favorites both old and new with the 
final part of the prooam being devoted 
co Christmas music including the rarely 
heard "Friendly Beasts" and HRise Up 
Shepards and Follow". The conclusion 
of the program was the Barton giving 
its all as Tony played the regal Halle
lujah Chorus, and the organ then des• 
cended into the pit. 

NEW YORK CHAPTER 

On November 29, 1964 over 150 mem• 
bers and guests assembled in the Rah
way Theatre, Rahway, New Jersey. After 
the talented members tried their hand 
at the organ, Tom Wayne, the ~eatured 
artist for the day put the beautiful 2/7 
Wurlitzer to a real test. 

The organ is Wurlitzer, Style E-X, 
Opus 1923 with the seven ranks divided 
left and right. The perfect condition of 
the organ is credited to Wendell Rotter, 
whose diligent , and skillful work has 
placed this Wurlitzer in mint condition. 
The left chamber is on 10" of wind, 
while on the other side the Trumpet 
and Tibia are voiced on 16", with the 
Vox set on 5". 

Wendell Rotter at the Rahway 2/7 
Wurlitzer. 

Wendell Rotter who is a professional 
musician and teaches accordian and or
gan opened and closed this meeting 
including in his program a tour through 
the organ showing off the percussions, 
traps, and fine pipework. 

NIAGARA FRONTIER CHAPTER 

Harvey Elsaesser, popular Buff a lo 
organist, was the featured artist at the 
Christmas meeting of Niagara Frontier 
Chapter he Id on the evening of December 
14th at Skate Haven Roller Rink. 

Harvey had arranged a concert of 
familiar favorites intermixed with Christ
mas music that really showed off the 
beauty and variety of the Mighty Wur
litzer. Xmas Carols were sung by the 
members, led by the soprano voice of 
(Mrs.) Edna Elsaesser. An excellent 
way to get in the Christmas spirit. 

PUGET SOUND CHAPTER 

The last meeting held at Stan Smith's 
was one of the most enjoyable we can 
remember. It was kicked off by a perfor
mance of old favorites by our member 
:J(.en Gallwey presiding at the 3/8 Smith 
console. Smith's son and daughter, who 
are fast becoming excellent masters of 
the pipes followed their fathers perfor
mance. 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, January 31, 1965 and will 
feature EDDIE DUNSTEDTER at the 
3/12 Robert Morton in the P.ill Morrison 
residence, Everett, Washington. 

Roger Johnson, Secretary 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER 

The second meeting of chis newly 

formed ATOE Chapter was held Sunday 
morning September 28, 1964 at the Chief 
Theatre, Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
(See August, 1964 BOMBARDE for story 
on rehabilitation of this Wurlitzer) Dick 
Hull was the featured artist who pre• 
sent ed an exce Ilene and we 11 rounded 
program. Following the performance by 
Hull, the organ was turned over to the 
members for a jam session " 

Rodney Stich, 
Secretary /Public Relations 

The above photos are reprinted with our apologies for the excessive cropping that 
occurr:d in the - last issue of BOMBARDE. (Upper) Wurlitzer 190 Speciai, Opus 
2067, in the State Theatre, Portland, Maine. (Lower) Pine Tree Chairman Forest 
Perkins going over plans for chapter's October concert with Mrs. G~orge E. 
Francis, Manager, State Theatre. 

Allan H. Day, Program Chairman -Photos courtesy of Gannett Publishing Company 
7$6-.-00--D-U_E_S _A_R_E_D_U_E_F_O_R_'_65--$6 ___ o_:_o 28 theatre organ 



VALLEY OF THE SUN 

The January meeting of the Valley 
of the Sun Chapter was held on Sunday 
evening, January 17th, at the warehouse 
home of Southwest Organs, Incorporated. 
This relatively new Phoenix firm deals 
primarily in restoration and resale of 
pipe organs, and the occasion was the 
first public performance of the restored 
3/23 Moller church organ removed from 
Mc. Sinai Jewish Church in El Paso, 
Texas, last summer. Host for the evening 
was Al Comtois, viceepresident and 
general manager of the corporation. 

The organ was not under expression 
and the console and pipework alike 
were most effectively lighted. Trems 
were jacked up to pleas(' theatre organ 
buffs in the audience. Southwest Or
gans' staff organist, Donna Bechhoefer, 
was first artist of the evening and dem• 
onstrated the theatre organ sound with 
the popular portion of her program, par
ticularly pleasing the crowd with u Ex• 
odus. u Her classical selections closed 
with Bach's u Tocatta and Finale in D 
Minor.' ' 

After a brief intermission the audi
ence was treated to Wade Bray , a young 
man whose classical and popular talents 
are becoming increasingly admired and 
respected. His crisp style caused much 
favorable comment from his opening of 
HThere's No Business Like Show Busi
ness" to his " Psalm XIX" by Marcello, 
and he was called back to demonstrate 
the individual stops of the instrument. 

Voting members remained after the 
program to elect the following slate of 
officers for 1965: Chairman, Karl Warn
er; Vice-Chairman, Don Story; Secretary, 
Laurel Ruby; and Treasurer, Ron Cress. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Karl R. Warner 

NEWS FROM HARVEY ROEHL 
Vestal, New York 

Harvey's Welte Automatic Pipe Organ 
expected to be playing in mid-January. 

* * * * * * * * 
Edwin A. Link has purchased (re• 

purchased) the 12 rank Link Theatre Or
gan from Duane Arey. After a complete 
refurbishing, it will be installed in the 
Roberson Memorial Building in Vestal, 
New York. Luckily, the auditorium is 
!)eing planned around the pipe-organ in
stallation instead of the other way 
around as is so often the case. Link is 
anxious to locate r,,ore chests for the 
instrument for planned enlargement. 
Readers knowing of any should write 
Harvey Roehl, 3533 Stratford Drive, 
Vestal, N. Y. 

If you -Mmt to continue receiving 
THEATRE ORGAN and BOMBARDE, 
please keep us advised of your correct 
address. The Post Office DOES NOT 
forward Second Class Mail. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~"~~~~"~~"~~~": 
: NICKELODEONS! ~ 
® Re-live the fabulous Roaring Twenties with this ~ 
~ superb new high-fide! ity 33 rpm long-play recording. ~ 
® Enthusiastically acclaimed everywhere, this record ~ 
® features: The huge WURLITZER PIANORCHESTRA,. ~ 
~ standing over ten feet tall, which simulated an ~ 
~ entire human orchestra with its elaborate orchestral ~ 
~ effects; the Seeburg style G Orchestrion with its ~ 
~ ranks of pipes, piano, mandolin effect, drums, etc.; ~ 
~ the Seeburg coin piano with its honky-tonk sound; ~ 

the Pianolin, a piano with violin pipes and flute ~ 
~ pipes; and the sensational Mills Violano-Virtuoso WURLITZER PIANORCHESTRA f which plays a REAL violin, a machine so unusual that King Edward VII off 
~ England commanded that one be played in his presence. ~ 
~ The record features machines restored to their original condition from the~ 
~ collections of Q. David Bowers and Harvey N. Roehl of Vestal, New York. Each~ 
~ recording was made using original music rolls thus reproducing the music~ 
~ exactly as it sounded several decades ago. ~ 
~ 18 all-time hit tunes including Entry of the Gladiators; Notre Dame Victory~ 
~ March; Entertainers Rag; When You're Smiling, etc. ~ 
~ Acclaimed by collectors everywhere. We_ guarantee you'll be delighted!® 
~ Only $4.95 ppd. ~ 

~ WINDSOR RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS, INC. ~ 
~ Audio Products Division ® 
~ Empire Building ~ 
~ Johnson City 31, New York ~ 

~~~~®®®~~®®~~~~®®®~~®~~®~~~~~ 

LLOYD KLOS REPORTS 

The plant of the Wurlitzer Company 
in North Tonawanda, NY is being sold 
to Irving Levick, a realtor, who owns 
millions of square feet of industrial and 
commercial property in the Buffalo area. 

Wurlitzer will lease back about 60% 
of the 750,000 square feet of plant fa
cilities where it will continue the pro
duction of juke boxes and certain de• 
fense products. Mr. Levick is also ac
quiring the Wurlitzer-owned Melody Park 
which surrounds the plant. Al together, 
he is buying 160 acres, which lends it• 
self to housing development. The price 
of the property was not disclosed, but 
it runs into the millions of dollars. 

Wurlitzer has owned the plant since 
1908 "when it manufactured the earliest 
versions of automatic music-making 
machines. Later it became the home of 
the "Mighty Wurlitzer pipe organ, and 
advertised this with a huge sign atop 
the main building which showed a horse
shoe console. When the theater organ 
died out in the 1930's, the juke box 
came in to its own which Wurlitzer 
pioneered and is still the leader in 
their manufacture. 

The company has been following a 
policy of disposing of real estate, 
mostly stores. This transaction is the 
first of its major plants to be sold in a 
leaseback arrangement. Part of the 
plant has been unused for some time, 
and has been for rent with no takers. 

Wurlitzer's. headquarters are in Chi
cago. R C Rolfing, president, said that 

the firm bought the surrounding area 
many years ago as an investment. The 
sale of this property opens the way to 
development of the area. 

* * * * * * * * * 

Mrs. David J. Marr, widow of the 
founder of the Marr & Colton Organ Co. 
will celebrate her 83rd birthday on 
January 29. ATOE fondly wishes her 
many happy returns. 

* * * * * * * * * 

According to Bob Wilson, ATOE'r 
from Yakima, Washington, the Capitol 
Theater in Vancouver, BC is about to 
be extensively remodeled, reducing the 
seating from 4,000 to around 1,800. Fate 
of the Wurlitzer 260, opus No. 1657 is 
uncertain in view of plans to install a 
wide screen. 
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BACK ISSUES OF "THEATRE ORGAN" 
AND "BOMBARDE" STILL AVAILABLE 

PRICE $1.00 each 

THEATRE ORGAN 
1959 • Volume 1, Number 2 
1962 - Volume 4, Numbers 3 and 4 
1963 - Volume 5, Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4. 
1964 • Volume 6, Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4. 

BOMBARDE 
1964 • Volume 1, Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4. 
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