
Above : Better seen than heard - a typical gab session. 
Below : the entire assemblage. Left to right, top row: 
Bob Jacobus, Tiny James, Frank Bindt, Dave Kelley, 
Richard Vaughn, Gordon Kibbee , Harvey Heck, Bob 
Olson . Center row: Jerry Sullivan, Judd Walton, 
Gordon Blanchard, Archie March, Roy Booth, Ray 
Webber, Don George, Merle (not Oberon ). Eddie Cleve 
land, Lloyd Darey, Buddy Cole. Seated : Marie Kibbee, 
Bud Wittenburg, Helena Simonton, Francis Sullivan, 
Ramona Gerhard Sutton, Paul Pease, Mel Doner, Dick 
Simonton, Orrin Hostetter, Keith McCaleb, Kenny 

Wright. 

Old friends meet once again-Dr. Orrin Hostetter (left) 
and Buddy Cole pull all stops in memory contest which 
goes something like this, "Remember the time that . .. " 

REPORT OF THE 
CHARTER MEETING 

THE KIGHT OF rr ur+.:SDAY, Fe bruary 8, 1955, will 
long remain a memora bl e one for th ose who resp onded 
to pro -tern Pres iden t Ri chard Simonton 1s invitat ion to 
attend a meeting in his pa latia l H ollywood home to 
partic ipate in the formation of the '' American Associa
tion of Thratre Organ Enthusiasts . '' Mr. Farney Wur 
li tzer, and many others too numero us to ment ion, sent 
thtir regrets in being unab le to attend ; Jesse Craw
ford was out of the city at the time. Dr . Orrin Hos 
tetter, whom many of you will remem ber for his Capito l 
recordinO' of "Doll Dance" and "Parade of the Wooden 
• oldi er '' traveled from Honolulu to attend this meet
ing . Dr. Melvin Doner of Winona, Minnesota was run
ner-up for honors in the traveling department . The 
delt>gation from the Sau Prancisco Bay area included 
Bob Jacobus, '' 'riny'' James, Frank Bindt, Gordon 
Blanchard, and Judd Walton . Buddy Cole, well known 
in America and abroad through his transcribed organ 
programs under the name "Edwin Le Mar" partici
pated in the sociality, as similarly did Don George who 
will always be remembered for his Victor recordings of 
the Princ ess Theatre ·wurlitzer in Honolulu. The fair 
sex was repre. ented by Mrs . Sutton , the former Ra
mona Gerhard, well known staff organist and pianist of 
radio station \VCCO, Minneapolis, Minnesota and now 
active '1.1V artist in Los Angeles. Other distingui heel 
0 'uests representing nearly every field of theatre organ 
adivity ,vere present . 

After a tour through l\'Ir. Simonton 's exqui ite home, 
and inspecting his ·wurlitzer project, thr meeting was 
called to order by Judd \Valton to re. olvc the business 
at hand. The following officers wer e elected: 

President 

Vice P resick11t 

Richanl C. Simonton, 10100 Toluca Lako 
Avcuue, Nol'th Hollywood, California 
.Tudd vV:1lton, 227 'J\ ,xns Htrcct , 
V:1llejo, Cal i for11ia 



Left: Dr . Orrin Hostetter dishes up some of the refreshments-which just possibly might be ice cream-at the Charter meeting, 
w hile Dave Kelly reaches for the cake. Center : Host and hostess fo r the gala occasion-President and Mrs. Richard Simonton. 
Righ t: Even the host and ATOE Pres ident must sign the guest register, even in his own home . 

Secretary-Treasurer Paul Pease, 914 Sherlock Drive, 
Burbank, California 

Executive Committee Buddy Cole, Orrin Hostetter, Gorclon 
Kibbee, Richard Vaughn, Bud Witten
burg. 

Next in order of business was formal action to estab 
lish THE TmrA as the official organ of the Association . 
The following officers were selected: 

Editor Dr. M. H . Doner, 414 Winona Street, Winona, 
Minnesota 

Assistant. Roy Gorish, 2137 E. 16th Avenue, Apt . B, Denver 6, 
Editor Colorado. 

The avowe d purpose of A .T.O.E. is set forth as fo l
lows: 

' ' Organized for the purp ose of p reserving the trad it ion of 
the theatre organ and t o furt her the understanding of t his 
instrument and its music throug h t he exchange of in fo rma 
tion.'' 

The Executive Committee was in structed to dra ft a 
set of by -laws defining the purposes and ru les of the 
Association. Formal action was taken by the group to 
allow any who wish to enro ll as charter members by 
payment to the Secretary-Treasurer a minimum of ten 
dollars, the closing date for such memberships to be 
set by the Committee. 

Following the cessation of the business meeting, the 
balance of the evening was devoted to renewing friend 
ships, meeting new friends and di:cussing organ lore . 
The photos accompanying this report clescribe better 
than words the conviviality of the group. 'fhis reporter 
also finds words inadequate to express appreciation of 
the group for the delicious refreshments served by our 
hosts, Mr . and Mrs. Simonton, and for making th is 
meeting possible . As proof of the meeting's success, the 
la8t guests bid farewell at three o'clock in the morning, 
the Bay delegation three hours later by plane! 

Thus was born A.T.O .E . liong shall we recall this 
memorable exper ience. 

Above: Gordon Kibbee in unmatching dark trousers, 
and Orrin Hostetter in unmatched dark jack have Rich 
Vaughn in the middle as they listen to a tape-recorded 
sample of Gordon's wizardry on Vaughn's 5m Wurlit
zer. Below: ATOE Executive Committee -( left to right ) 
Judd Watson, v.p.; Bud Wittenburg; Paul Pease, sec.
treas.; Richard Vaughn ; Melvin Doner editor; Richard 
Simonton, pres.; Gordon Kibbee; Dr. Orrin Hostetter. 

Absent was Buddy Cole. 




