The President’'s Column

Greetings to all of our members and friends of AT.0.E.!
There are several matters of interest that I would like to eall
to your attention through the medium of ‘‘The President’s
Column,”" a new feature of THE Tisia. The American Associn-
tion of Theatre Organ Enthusiasts was organized at a meeting
held on February 8, 1955, whieh was, incidentally, the anni-
versary of the eve of Hope-Jones' birth date. From its incep-
tion, your officers have recognized the importance of providing
a sound strueture for the new organization. Many factors were
taken mto consideration: finaneial protection for the individual
member against jwlgments, tax exemption, the responsibility
of the officers, finances, and so on. Tt was at last agreed, after
careful study of these factors and others, that a Corporation
woulld be the strongest nnd most protective base onto which
the AT.OLE, could he soundly built,

Attorney Walter W, Weir Jr., of the firm of Dobbins and
Weir of Vaeaville, Californin, a friend of A.T.O.E., and also
elose personal friend of Everett Nourse the well-known San
Francisco Bay Area organist, drew up the neeessary incorpora-
tion papers. On April 12, 1956, Corporation No. 319022, The
Amerienn  Assoeiation of Theater Organ  Enthusiasts was
cortificd by the Seerctary of State, State of Californin, Walter
is to be commended on doing a fine piece of legal work, and
the prompt manner in which he executed it. He is also an
cuthusinst and AJT.O.E. member in his own right!

Sinee incorporation, we have heen certified as tax-exempt
hy the State of Califernia, and exemption certification by the
Internal Revenue Serviee is now pending—Most of our readers
are undoubtedly familiar with this department.

In the beginning, it was decided that the A.T.O.E. woulid he
an organization formed solely for pleasure purposes—there
woulil bhe no formalities, no eritieal comments regarding the
efforts of any artist to please his listeners—either through
recordings or live coneert—no attempt to ‘‘regulate’’ the
pleasure of any enthusiast in the pursuit of his chosen lhohby.
We who are the officers of A.T.O.E. shall do our utmost to
procecd along these lines.

With any organization, there :re certain minimum require-
mients that must be attended to. These tasks have been entrusted
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to a willing group of officers and directors; in addition to the
President whose duties are sdministrative and executive, there
is the Viee-President, Judd Walton, who handles correspondence
amd membership matters; Paul Pease, our able secretary-
treasurer who maintains our bank aecount and bookkeeping ;
Mel Doner awd Roy Gorish, Editor and Assistant Editor, re-
speetively, of our journal, Tae Tisia.

Now that organization details have been completed we are
turning our attention to the formation of Chapters. Officially
Chartered is the Eastern Massachusetts Chapter, Donald 1.,
Phipps, President; the Delaware Valley Chapter, Willoughby
W. Moyer Jr., President, and the Los Angeles Chapter, Dr.
Howard 0. Stocker, M.D., President, and the San Franeisco
Bay Aren Chapter, Hastings Abel, President. Members are
urged to attend to the matter of forming Chapters in their
immedinte aren, and complete details may be had from National
Hendqguarters. Chapter Activities will be reported as a regular
feature in Tue TiBIA.

In conclusion, and in response to many inquiries, T wish to
point out that THE TisIA is sent to each member of A.T.O.E,,
regular membership being $#4.00, Subseriptions without mem-
bership are available, but we urge all who are interested in
Tue Tisia to help support A.T.O.E. by being a member rather
than just a subseriber—without A T.0.E. Tue Tisia would
uot have been born—and a lusty ehild it is. ALL inquiries re-
garding membership and TaE Tisia should be mailed to Na-
tional Headquarters, 6906 Santa Monica Blvd., Hollywood 38,
California, Inquiries about membership sent elsewhere will only
be delayed while being forwarded.

To our members, may I urge that vou aid in building the
membership of A.T.O.E. by showing your eopy of THE TiBIA
to your friends, and if they are interested, asking them to join,
Just forward their dues in to headquarters, and thus will grow
AT.0.E., our Chapters and THE TisiA. We sincerely hope that
AT.O.E, will provide greater enjoyment of your hobby, hereto-
fore impossible for most of us, and that you will join in the
fun and fellowship with others.

Richard Simonton, President
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Binn Brxcu, who left Seattle last yeur {o aceept a position
with Acolian-Skinner, has been appointed te Shop Superin-
tendent at A-Skinner plant. Congratulations! When Bill sits at
a Unit Organ it pays to listen. . . . Thanks for this picce of
good news; Bos JoNes of Edmonds, Washington, joined the
Seattle Musicians' Union last May (Loeal 76G) to do oceasional
relief work at two skating rinks in the arca. He enjoved the
Am/12r Wurlitzer at the Rolladium where he filled in for Mahon
Tullis during the latter’s vacation, ‘‘T find the work very inter-
esting and relaxing,’’ comments Bob, ‘“even after a five hour
run for two sessions.’’ . . . Anyone have the spees on the Chi-
cago Wurlitzer store organ that Jesse Crawford used for his
carly Vietor recordings? . . . Received a very nice letter from
VENIDA JONES (remember her superlative work on the KMOX
stildio 4m Kilgen back in the good old days?) who states that
she enjoyed the San Franciseo Fox organ and meeting Everett
Nourse during her vaeation in the hig city. Venida now resides
in Chieago. . . . Miss EuNtce KANEY of Phoenix, Arizona thanks
the Editor for sending her a tape of Crawford’s Vietor record-
ing of ‘*Hawaiian Sandman’ and ‘‘I love to hear you sing-
ing'’ adding that this was a great favorite of her family and
a holiday get-together would never be complete unless this
musie could be played ‘‘over and over again.”’ . ., The organ
business is good out on the West Coast aceording to Jubpp
WarToN. Another Fox organ, a six-rank Robert Morton down
in Visalia has been sold, the seventh to go in recent months.
.+ .. BEN HaLL of New York writes that the Wurlitzer at Loew's
Richmond has been completely rebuilt during the past year by
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Harold Warner, ineluding new keyhoards from Loew's Nor-
folk and a pedal clavier from REGGIE WaTsSoN, origin unknown
at present. . . . Eppie WEAVER is still playing three shows a
day there (twenty years at the same stand) and has an enor-
mous following. ‘‘They really sing in Richmond,’’ comments
Ben, ‘‘Eddie came out dressed in a sailor suit (to mateh the
movie ‘“Away All Boats’’) and the entire 8-minute program
was devoted to nautical music. The piece de resistance was a
solo on ‘The Sailor’s Horn-Pipe’ during which Eddie actually
did a dance on the pedals. It brought down the house.'’ . . .

Recordings on residence organs are becoming inereasingly popu-
lar. Rica VAUGHN started the ball rolling with his magnificent
Wurlitzer, then Bup Wirrexsure featured Bill Thompson on
his own Wurlitzer, and more recently Jav QuiNBY’s Moller
by Lee Erwixn on Zodiac label, and Buppy Cork’s famous
Robert Morton which Buddy has exploited on earlier dises,
similarly the Wurlitzer in the home of PAuL PEaAsg which was
recorded by Dr. ORRIN HOSTETTER some years ago. ... Speak-
ing of residence organs, HAroLD LoGAN of Niagara Falls is
interested in data on how to install a residence organ and
wonders if the TiBIA can earry an article covering the sub-
jeet. Your Editors have had this in mind and we’ll see what
we can come up with.






