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“An Acre of Seats in a Palace of Splendor”

Photos: THSA Archives

LOEW’S OHIO, Columbus

Opened: March 17, 1928
Architect: Thomas W. Lamb, Capacity 2979
Organ: Robert-Morton 4/20

As late as 1926, Thomas Lamb’s theatres continued to reflect
the restrained Adamesque mode which had been his hallmark
for a decade or more, in sharp contrast to the vastly more elab-
orate palaces of the sort popularized by Rapp & Rapp. His be-
lated shift to the left began in 1927 with Loew’s Midland in
Kansas City and ended in 1929 with the San Francisco Fox.
Squarely between sits the wonderful Ohio, National Historic
Landmark and beau ideal of movie palace preservation,

In place of the French Baroque stylings of the Midland and
Fox, Lamb here employed Spanish models, although the scaling
and general character of the organ screens and sidewall arches
strongly anticipated those in the Fox. Lamb appears to have
been pleased with the organ screens and proscenium, as he used
variations of them in several other houses. Reds and golds
dominate the decorative scheme, both conceived and restored
by Rambusch. Two fine lounge suites ramble through the space
beneath the smallish lobby and a mezzanine above the entry. A
substantial annex down the theatre’s left flank, completed in
1984, nicely augments the public spaces.

Under Loew’s management throughout, the Ohio led a typical
life until 1969, when it was snatched back from the brink of
demolition by concerted community effort. Among the first
movie palace revivals, the house was not renovated in the usual
crash program, but has been under more-or-less continuous
restoration for more than two decades. The fidelity and quality
of this work remain a standard against which all such projects
must be judged.

Having won the Loew’s account away from Moller, Robert-
Morton built very similar 4/20s for the Midland, Ohio, Penn
(Pittsburgh) and Ocean State (Providence), of which only the
Ohio organ survives in its original setting. Bill Dalton presided
from the opening until 1933, followed by Roger Garrett. Much
more recently, Dennis James served a notable tenure at the left
side of the pit. Steve Levin
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President’s Message

ATOS is not only committed to pre-
serving theatre pipe organs, but it is also
committed to preserving the history sur-
rounding these instruments. This is the
reason why our ATOS Archives/Library
project is so important. The goal for the
archives project is to make it the most
complete history of the theatre pipe
organ ever assembled. This means that
the collection will not only contain his-
torical instruments, recordings, printed
music, etc., but will also contain bio-
graphical material and personal memor-
abilia of individuals who contributed to
theatre pipe organ history through the
years. | am speaking of organ builders,
organists, composers, authors, techni-
cians, architects, theatre operators, etc.
Anyone who has contributed to the the-
atre pipe organ scene from the very early
days to the present should be represented
in the archives collection.

[ am pleased to announce that the per-
sonal files of the late David L. Junchen
have been donated to the ATOS Ar-
chives/Library by the executor of his
estate, Steve Adams. This material is a
major addition to the archives collection.
The archives recently received a large
collection of audio tapes from the New
York and Garden State Theatre Organ
Societies. These tapes are recordings of
live concerts sponsored by these two
groups over a number of years. Also,
Bob Balfour was responsible for the don-
ation of the tuning keyboard used by
Dan Papp in the New York Paramount
Theatre. In addition, other chapters and
members have donated historical mater-
ial. I wish to personally thank everyone
who has donated items to the ATOS
Archives/Library collection.

I bring all of this to the attention of
our members to remind you that it is im-
perative that theatre pipe organ material
of historical significance not be lost. If
you own such material I urge you to con-
sider donating it to the ATOS Archives/
Library. If you do not wish to part with
your items at this time, please be sure
that it is designated in your will that
your items are to go to the ATOS Ar-

chives/Library. If you know of indivi-
duals who are not members of ATOS
and who own historical theatre pipe or-
gan material, kindly remind them that
we have an established archives collec-
tion where all material is cataloged and
preserved for the use of music scholars
and historians.

Remember, your donations to the
ATOS Archives/Library are tax deduct-
ible. ATOS will reimburse you for the
shipping costs. All you need to do is send
a receipt showing the cost of shipping
your donation to the archives collection.
All correspondence and all donations
should be sent to: ATOS Archives/
Library, 785 Palomino Court, San Mar-
cos, California 92069-2101.

Vern Bickel

1992 Election Results

We all owe a big “Thank You" to Mar-
garet Ann Foy for her work tabulating the
votes in the 1992 ATOS National Election
for the three open positions on the Board
of Directors,

The results of the election are as follows:

AllenMiller . .. ................ 1507
JeEWBICES oo e maem G s 1365
Byron:Melcher'. ;. cunsanvvess 1319
TemBPelay .ot iollc s v 1272
Steve Adams . . oo i e s 1202
LeoKlise .......covviunivuinan. 720
Write-In Votes . ................. 45
Total Votes . .. .....ooovvuvnnn. 7430
Ballots Received ............... 2530
Ballots Disqualified ............... <

I wish to thank all of the candidates
for your participation in this election.
Although only the top three, by vote
count, can be seated on the Board of
Directors. To the others, please try again
as ATOS will continue to need top-notch
people in positions of leadership.

Harry Heth, Nominating Chairman

Past ATOS President John Ledwon
has brought to our attention a most
egregious omission in the Mast-
head of THEATRE ORGAN, that
of listing the ATOS Past President.
We apologize for this oversight
and will continue to include this
office for the 1992-93 term. Editor

THEATRE ORGAN




Recipients of 1992
ATOS Scholarship
Awards

Members of the Scholarship Com-
mittee are pleased to announce that the
following students received $500 scholar-
ships:

Category “A”

Students working toward college
organ performance degree
DOUGLAS ALAN STORACE (21)
Southgate, Michigan
Marygrove College
Teacher: Elaine Grover

Category “B”

Organ students studying with
professional theatre organ teachers:
MARK A. ASTON (17)
England
Teacher: John Norris
MATTHEW BASKERVILLE (16)
Wilmington, Illinois
Teacher: Donald M. Walker
ZACHARY CUTFORTH (14)
Lockport, Illinois
Teacher: Frank Sauter
SARAH HARVALA (13)
Berkley, Michigan
Teacher: Melissa Ambrose Eidson
MARK F. HAWN (17)

Las Vegas, Nevada
Teacher: Orrill Dunn

SUSAN J. LEWANDOWSKI (13)
Madison Heights, Michigan
Teacher: Melissa Ambrose Eidson
CHERYL MOREFIELD (17)

San Diego, California
Teacher: Cheryl Seppala
ANDREW SEDITAS (14)
Scotland
Teacher: Joyce Alldred
ANDREA BETH WELC (14)

Troy, Michigan
Teacher: Melissa Ambrose Eidson
Members of the Scholarship Committee:
John Ledwon, David Love,
Connie Purkey, Charlotte Reiger,
Jim Riggs, Lois Segur, Jinny Vanore
Chairman: Dorothy VanSteenkiste

Watch for news of 1993 Scholarship
Program in your September issue of the
Journal. Following convention, if ap-
proved by the board, requirements and
applications will be ready to send out.

THEATRE ORGAN

Final Results of the
“Hobbyist Division”
of the Young Theatre
Organist Competition
We had nine entries . . . each one sub-
mitted a tape with two of their favorite
selections. The tapes were numbered and
sent to the adjudicators. The written
comments from the two adjudicators,
and a certificate of participation have
been sent to all nine participants. The
three winners will be presented with
plaques at the convention in Pennsyl-
vania.
The entries were:
KEITH CHAMBERLAIN
London
JOHN FOSTER
England
MRS. D. KENNARD
England
SCOTTY HAMBLIN
San Bernardino, California
ROBERT C. (BOB) GLASS
Indianapolis, Indiana
CLAIRE LAURENCE
Cincinnati, Ohio
WILLIAM CAMPBELL
West Allis, Wisconsin
CARTER BIDWELL
Orange, Texas
JOHN ]J. DAPOLITO
La Mesa, California

The winners:
First . ..... ROBERT C. (BOB) GLASS
Second . ...... WILLIAM CAMPBELL
birdl e s CARTER BIDWELL
Adjudicators:
John Ledwon and Jim Riggs
Chairman of Committee:
Dorothy VanSteenkiste

Pipe Piper Update:

Does anyone have any information re-
garding an original installation 3/9
Robert-Morton in the Palace Theatre,
Lake Placid, New York? If any informa-
tion can be supplied about this instru-
ment or its status (restored, unplayable,
what-have-you), please send information
to the Pipe Piper editor, Tom L. Delay,
162 West Roberts, Fresno, CA 93704.
209/431-4305.

Thank you for the continued input
from the membership. With our mem-
bers’ help, we will soon get this list fully
updated. I am still looking for informa-
tion on the status of the South Hills The-
atre 2/6 Waurlitzer in Dormont, PA — is
this organ still in the theatre?

National ATOS Committees
Below is a list of the current active National ATOS
Committees, Each committee chairperson is dedicated
to serving ATOS, They need help from members in
order to make our society stronger. If you are inter-
ested in any of the committees listed below, please
contact the chairperson and let them know that you
are willing to serve as a committee member.

ARCHIVES/LIBRARY
*Vernon P. Bickel
785 Palomino Court / San Marcos, CA 92069-2102
619/471-6194
AWARDS & RECOGNITION
*Byron Melcher
1701 Spring Creek Parkway / Plano, TX 75023
214/517-1195
BYLAWS
Grace McGinnis
4633 S.E, Brookside Dr., #58
Milwaukie, OR 97222
503/654-5823
CHAPTER RELATIONS
*Bob Markworth
8505 46th Street / Omaha, NE 68152
402/453-7769
RESTORATION & CONSERVATION
GUIDELINES
Allen Miller
167 Carriage Drive / Glastonbury, CT 06033
203/663-5710
CONVENTION PLANNING
Tim Needler
5440 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis, [N 46208
317/255-8056
CONVENTION CONCERT RECORDING
Stephen Bramall
12411 Osborne St., Unit 102
Hansen Hills, CA 91331
818/992-4164
EDUCATION
*Lois Segur
1931-301 San Marcos Blvd.
San Marcos, CA 92069
619/727-6534
ENDOWMENT FUND
* Jim Riggs (Lois Segur)
015 eston Ave., Walnut Creek, CA 9459
510/938-6126
GRANTS & OTHER FUNDING
*Gary Jones
P.O. Box 360655 / Birmingham, AL 35236
205/942-5611
HISTORIAN
*Paul Quarino
3141 S.E. 90th Place / Portland, OR 97266
503/771-8098
MEMBERSHIP
*Alden Stockebrand
419 W. Oakdale Avenue / Chicago, I 69657
312/248-5370
NOMINATING
Harry Heth
1247 Peden / Houston, TX 77006
713/527-8096
PROMOTION & PUBLICITY
*Russ Hamnett (Jim Riggs)
1201 East Ponderosa Parkway # A-105
Flagstaff, AZ 86001
602/774-6705
TECHNICAL
Stephen Adams
537 E. Wisconsin Avenue / Neenah, WI 54956
414/722-1422
THEATRE PIPE ORGANS
Laurel Haggart
P.O. Box 902 / Lake Arrowhead, CA 92352
714/336-2909
SCHOLARSHIP &
YOUNG THEATRE ORGANIST
COMPETITION
*Dorothy VanSteenkiste
9270 Reeck Road / Allen Park, MI 48101
313/383-0133
ELECTRONIC ORGANS &
Y.T.0.E. LIAISON
*Jack Moelmann
P.O. Box 25165 / Scott Air Force Base IL 62225
618/632-8455
* ATOS Director
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Letters To The Editor

Dear Editor:

So many well-meaning, latter-day
champions of the theatre organ seem ob-
livious to the real essence of that instru-
ment's appeal in the heyday of the me-
tropolitan movie palace. Most distressing
is the purist influence that says, “Don't
change a thing."”

The result is some fine, meticulously
preserved instruments in some equally
fine settings that, however, lack the com-
bined sight-and-sound impact that en-
couraged people in my age bracket (mid-
60s and older) to join organizations like
ATOS in the hope of seeing that whole
phenomenon perpetuated.

What is all-too-often ignored, unfor-
tunately, is that perpetuation — of any-
thing — requires two things: (1) the
bridging of generation gaps, and (2)
modification (however subtle) to stay in
tune with the tenor of the times, even as
it affects older generations.

In the case of the theatre organ mys-
tique, the old-time songs in the Crawford
style and the sing-alongs are not going to
doit.

Nor is the garden variety two-manual
keydesk in plain walnut wrap, bolted to
the floor of a vaudeville band pit, regard-
less of how great the instrument sounds
and how elegant the surroundings.

Let’s face it, in both audio and visual
impact, some (perhaps many) of these
basic vintage instruments can easily be
surpassed by a digital plug-in speaking
through a bank of woofers and tweeters
(the “point-source/true-ensemble/noth-
ing-beats-genuine-wood-and-metal”
theory notwithstanding).

If that opinion makes the purists wince,
this one may turn them purple: 1 say
scrap the fixed, two-manual walnut con-
sole, replace it with a spiffy custom job
of at least three manuals and mount it on
a lift. If it's already a great-sounding
seven-ranker, like the one at the Union
County Arts Center (the old Rahway
Theatre) in New Jersey, nothing else need
be changed, even if it means most of the
new console’s stop tabs are dummies.

When the old organ with its new look
is played, just make sure that the rising
console is bathed in the light of at least
one super-bright follow spot (two or
more beams stabbing out at it from dif-
ferent angles would be even better) and
that the opening and closing number are
rafter-bending whoppers. The theatre
organ “big finish” has never ceased to
provoke honest applause.

Those spectacular light-and-sound
shows that fill arenas with enthusiastic
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young audiences these days are not all
that different in impact from heyday the-
atre organ at its best. It's an exciting
phenomenon that may change its stripes,
but refuses to die.

So let’s leave antique collecting to the
antique collectors. The main thrust of
the ATOS ought to be to preserve the
spirit of the theatre organ. And if, in the
process, some worthy old instruments
are preserved intact, all the better.

Sincerely,

Daniel M. Costigan

Edison, New Jersey

Dear Editor:

Just pointing out a little mistake in
the March/April ‘92 issue, on page 29, in
the story about Turner's Merry-Go-
Round in Northampton. The article says
that this Wurlitzer was first installed in
their car showroom in Diss in Norfolk;
this was Kitchen Bros. Garage. This is
not quite correct. The Wurlitzer was first
installed in the Paramount (later Odeon)
in Newcastle on Tyne, and later went to
Diss and then to Turner's.

Sincerely,

Laurie Morley

North Yorkshire, England

Dear Editor:

I must offer a correction to the correc-
tion on page 29 of the May/June issue.
The owner of the organ which Bill Pat-
chell installed was George Shaskan, then
of Stamford, Connecticut. Ben Hall and I
visited him many years ago and shared
his excitement over the project.

Sincerely,

Robert Gates

Mendham, New Jersey

Dear Editor:

May I draw your attention to a prac-
tice by many theatre organ organizations
which is particularly offensive to the the-
atre organ lovers: the practice of requir-
ing the artist to share his concert with
other performers. One example is the
recent concert by Jonas Nordwall at a
theatre in Milwaukee with its magnificent
Kimball organ. Although Jonas was the
featured artist, he had to share his concert
with an amateur choral group: The
Sweet Adelines. The choral group part of
the program was two hours long. Jonas
Nordwall’s concert was cut to 45 minutes,
a mere cameo appearance. | think this
was an insult to Mr. Nordwall, who pre-
sented an outstanding concert in his
allotted short time.

When are chapters going to learn that
real artists’ solo programs are sellouts?
They do not have to rely on gimmicks.
Example! Clark Wilson's Mundelein con-
cert, the largest attendance ever. Bill
Vlasak at Milwaukee’s Avalon, a sellout.
May I please plead with all of the artists
to refuse any contract which expects
them to appear with anyone other than
themselves. Maybe we can lick this can-
cer which will again hasten the demise of
the theatre organ.

Yours truly,

Lyman Nellis

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Opinions in this column are those of the cor-
respondents, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions
of the editors or the policies of ATOS or THEATRE
ORGAN., Letters concerning all aspects of the theatre
organ hobby are welcome. Unless marked “not
for publication” letters may be published in whole or
in part. Mail to: Editor, THEATRE ORGAN, 4633
S.E. Brookside Drive, #58, Milwaukie, OR 97222,
Phone: 503/654-5823.

Sacramento
Regional Convention
October 16-17-18, 1992

YE OLDE MUSIC SHOPPE

RECORDS ®* TAPES * CD’S
Interested performers, artists, associations send inquiries to:
BARBARA HARRIS
5225 RAMBLER WAY
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841
916/332-2837
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Special ATOS Gifts Recognized

For some time the ATOS membership
renewal form has listed different
categories of membership, with a request
that you contribute beyond the basic
dues to assist ATOS in accomplishing

its goals.

Response to this request has grown each
year. We are pleased to recognize those
who have responded by publishing the
following list, and we thank you for

taking the extra step.

LIFE — $1,000
Wallace Dittrich

Ruth Villemin Dresser
Arthur L Fike

Mons. Pierre Himaya

Paul H. Hoskins

Avery H. Johnson

Leo ). Klise, Jr.

Dale & Maryann Mendenhall
Bob Ralston

Edith M. Riehle

George B. Webster

BENEFACTORS - $300

Peter L. Crotty
Thomas Egan

John M. Gogle

John H, Gusmer
Frederick ). Kruse

C. Edwin Stricker
Vickie & Jim Walgreen
Richard Willson

PATRONS - $125
Mildred S. Berry
David & Elaine Billmire, M.D.
Martin E. Boehling
Eloise Bouye

Clifton W. Carter

John J. Castello
Wesley C. Dudley
Frank X. Dunhuber, Jr.
Thomas Ford

Harry W. Gorst
Raymond Hughey
Jacques Jonneret
Steve E. Keister, M.D.
Joel Kremer

Gene Larsen

Lyn Larsen

Les J. Lehne

Don Leslie

William M. Levine
Robert J. Locknidge
Kenelm M. Lufkin
Allen Miller

David W. Packard
Lynn Paege

Patty Link Pamy
Adrian W. Phillips

F.J. Sherwood

Gene Thompson
Warren & Jane Tisdale

THEATRE ORGAN

SUSTAINING - $75
John Armstrong, Jr.
Ellie Averett _

James E. Ayres. Jr.
Emma Baker
Michael Barone

Ted & Ruth Beecher
Duane H. Benham, RPA.
Rev. Daniel P. Buck
Ernest Cliff Buckland
J.0. Buttrey

Jane F. Case

Lynn R. Clock

Paul H. Dawis, Jr,
Thom Day

Brantley A. Duddy
Milton Fancher
Michael K. Gillette
M. Lee Green
Gertrude Harris

Jerry Heifner

JC. Jureit

Michael J. Kamps

C. Ronald Koons
Patrick Lajko

David Lindsay
Charles A. Lyall

Phil Maloof

David ). Marden
Robert L Merick
Robert Miltner

Jack Moelmann
Warren S. Mueller
Erwin Neugebauer
Robert Norman
Anthony Pasquale
R.M. Power

Carrie Renwick

Mark Renwick
William Resinger
Barry M. Rindhage
Mrs. W.J. Ryan

Mr & Mrs. Jasper Sanfilippo
Louis M. Seeberger
Kathryn E. Sergienko
Lennart Sjoberg

Temy D. Stockton

Mr. & Mrs. Manning B. Trewitt
Paul R. Vines

Randall E. Wagner

Dan Waloga

Charles ). Warner

Randy Warwick

Vernon A Webster

Carolyn G. Wilcox

CONTRIBUTORS - $40

Paul M. Abemnethy, Ir.
James R. Abraham
Stephen N, Adair
Richard B. Ahlvin
John R. Albrecht
EG. Allee, Jr.

Sachi Amano

Arthur |. Anderson
Bradford Anderson
Mark Andrews
Robert Arbaugh

Carl D. Arvidson
Richard S. Baldwin
Bruce C. Bamnhill
R.D. Baskenville
Warren R. Bechhoefer
Marjorie H, Bell
James Bellinger
Robert Bennett

F. Allen Berent
Steven Berthold

Bill & Lucille Bertsch
Albert W. Bilgen
John W, Billett

Frank A. Bindt
Rosemary H. Birchard
Lawrence Birdsong
Fred Bish

Joseph E. Blaikie
Mrs. Lylianne Bois
Betty Bowman

Robert H. Boyd
William M. Bozzetto
Robert L Brackett, Jr.
John 1. Breslin, Jr.

R. David Brewer
Willard E. Brier

Alice Brock

Scott Brodie

Howard Broersma
John Bromley

George A. Brunsell
George M. Buck
Donald Burford

Jerry Burns

Leland (Terry) Chase 11
Mrs. Barbara L. Christoph
Harry Churchill

N. Francis Cimmino
Mrs. Joy H. Clark
Delbert C. Clevenger, Jr.
Charles L Cole

Gary Coller

Catherine K. Collins
Matt Collins

Dominic F. Colombo
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Combs
Wayne Conard

Tom & Marjorie Constant
Roger Edwin Coon
Arthur M. Cox, Jr.
William T. Cronier
Brian Cross

Andy Crow

J.E. Cummings, Jr.
John J. Dapolito

W.E. Lester Dark

Betty Darling

Paul K, Denney

Dr. James L. Dennis
Mancy Deslaurier

Sam Dickerson

JL Divilbiss

William D. Dobrick
Jim M. Doherty

Dr. Malin Doflinger
Robert 0. Douglas
Ivan F. Duff

Virginia Duncan

Rev. Francis J. Early
George C. Edmonds

Joyce Ehlers

Dr. Levy Elzy

Donald C. Ennest
Kenneth W. Fedonck
Frederick W. Feedore
Charles M. Fletcher
Mrs. Jeanne Flierl
Samijean Ford
Madeline Freeth
Ludmila F. French
Miles J. Frisinger

Dr. William & Doris Furniss
Robert C. Gallagher
John W. Gallagher, Jr.
FA Garrett

Richard C. Gasper
Alvin Gebhardt

MW, "Randy” George
Edward Gill

Jane Gish

Robert A. Goff

Jeffrey A. Goodwin
Ralph F. Gordon
Amold . Greenlaw
Earl & Dema Jan Gump
David Haldeman
James E. Hamblin
Jack E. Hammaock
James & Lilly Ann Hanes
Eugene B. Hanford
Bodil R. Hanley
Lomraine Hanley
Donald & Aida Hansen
Dr. Kermit H. Hanson
Douglas E. Harmison
Robert Hartzell

L Diana Haskins

N. Barry Hatch
William Hathaway
Sonny Hays

Hamy F. Heckman

Col. Neil F. Hein, USA Ret.
Douglas E. Heine

F. Harvey Helm

Albert B. Henry, M.D.
Al Hermanns

Robert S. Herterich
Walter ). Hilsenbeck
Sandra & John Hobbis
Timathy A. Holloran
Charles P. Holloway
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Hood
John A. Hoover

Dr, William R. Hopper
Edwin J. Hoss

Dave Hrycewicz

Ralph R. Huffsey

R. Lee Hulko

Robert F. Hupka
Harold A. Imhoff

P. Myron Iverson, C.P.A.
Robert E. Jackson, Jr.
David M. Jeffers

D. Brian Jensen

John Johannessen
Barbara R. Johnson
Carl B. Johnson
Donald Ware Johnson
Richard E. Johnson
Douglas E. Johnston
Gary W. Jones
Lawrence J. Jones
Julius Kaeck

Robert B. Kambeitz
Kenneth H. Kerr
George R. Kershner
James Kindred
Thomas Klose

Delos L Kmight

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Koch
William F. Koetter
Fred Kohlstadt

Ralf Krampen

Duane Kursinsky

Robert A. Lachin

Hary E. Lansing
Samuel G. LaRosa
Robert Lathen

Virginia A. Lawrence
Richard Leichtamer
S.). Lewy

Thomas E. Lewandowsk
James G. Leworthy
Hugh Lineback

Mary F. Link

Addison R. Lovejoy
David Lowe

N.K. Lundberg

Dwight A. MacPherson
Rabert J. Maes

Urban W. Marine
Edward F. Marra, M.D.
Ben Martin

Mr. & Mrs. H.K.McCluer
F.I. McClanahan

John W. McDowell
Joseph T. McFarland
Dr. B. McWilliams
George McNeil
Sammie R. Medcalf

R. Wilbur Melbye, M.D.
Robert C. Melcher
Raymond & Romana Merle
Preston & Bea Miller
Max 0. Mogensen

Ray Morang

Richard |. Morel

Jay L. Morris

Tony Moss

Lowell S. Mountjoy

Al & Carol Mower
George L. Mueller
Walter C. Muethel
John E. Namy

Helen A. Naschke
Thomas Neadle

Don Near

Richard G. Neidich
Stanley A. Nelson
John Nianouris

Wesley Niguette

Erwin E. Ochlert
Theodore H. Oehlert
Anin Olson

Douglas E. Owen
Mr. & Mrs. James Park
)0, Parker
Michael Pelton
Charles L. Pelzel
David M. Petersen
Cednic W. Petersen, Jr.
Gerald B. Peterson

V. Peterson
A Howard Pettigrew
Gary H. Phillips
Richard L. Pitman
LL "Nick" Pitt
Dr. Carman Poole
Carolyn Porter
Paul C. Pringle
M.P. Proscia & Assoc.
Paul Przyblya
Paul Quarino
Jimmie Raimond
George E. Ramsay
James T. Rankin
Mr. & Mrs. Bertrand Rankin
Thomas L Rathburn
George Rico
Charlotte Rieger
William H. Rieger
Joachim Riepen
Ennio Roberti
[r. Warren Robins
Mehin Robinson
Willard ). Roeder
Richard C. Rogers

H. Stanley Roller
Luanne M. Russell
Henry D. Sanguinetti
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Schaefer
Donald Schorer

Per 0. Schultz

Miss Lois J. Schulze
Glenn Schwarz

Mrs. Karl R. Seitz
Mrs. Lu Severns
Helen L. Sheets

J.R. Shemick

Dawid Shepherd

Dr. & Mrs. Edd Simmons
Hampson A. Sisler
Bon R. Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Smith
William C. Smith
Martin L Spitalnick
Damel H, Squire

Mrs. Dorothy Standley
AJ. Steinberger, Ir.
Jim Stemke

Margaret ). Stephens
James & Lomaine Stetts
Frank G. Stoner

Mike Stover

Damell E. Stuchey
Warren Sunkel

Art & Mary Swann
Peter F. Tague

R.P. Taubman

Jeffrey C. Taylor

lone Tede:

Robert P. Tennant
Paramount Theatre
Dawid W. Thomas
Conrad 0. Thompson
George Thompson
Walter W. Thoms, Jr.
Cal Tinkham

Gary Toops
Jacqueline Toscano
Norman Traughber
Dawd Q. Tuck

Ernest W. Ulitt

L Lou Underhill

Alan G. Valentine
Kenneth VanAcker
Dorothy & Ray VanSteenkiste
Robert Vaughn

Tim Versluys

Frank D. Vitale
Michael A Voges
John Voorhees

Robert J. Vukich
William E. Wadsworth
John Wagner

Robert M. Waldeck
Robert W. Waidele
John A. Waller 111
Bruce T. Waskenveiz
Allan ). Webster
Nathan Wechter
Ronald F. Wehmeier
Ray L. Weidner
Robert W. Weich

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd E. Werle
Mabel Westbay
Donald C. Wharton
Frank E. White
Thomas White

Martin Wiegand
Philip H. Williams
Dick Willis

George H. Wilson
Chuck Wiltsch
Woodrow W. Wise, Jr.
Dawid P. Wollaeger
Jane Wray

Mr. Searle Wright
William A. Yaney
Henry W. Yocom
Richard B. Zentmeyer, Ir.
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Burned,

Shot

Mangled

This fine old instrument breathed its
first breath (literally) in 1917 in the Cali-
fornia Theatre in San Francisco. When
Farny Waurlitzer formulated the specifica-
tions for this organ, it was the largest
ever built for a theatre by the Wurlitzer
Company and was of sufficient impor-
tance that Farny himself came west to
complete the $45,000 transaction.

With the advent of the sound track,
this elegant old Wurlitzer fell silent.
Years passed and the theatre was sche-
duled for demolition. However, a small,
but dedicated, group of organbuilders

. . . and Survived

by Ruth Villemin Dresser

My brother, Richard Villemin, will
long be remembered for his outstanding
talent in the area of voicing, tuning, regu-
lating and installing pipe organs. In 1988
he received posthumously the ATOS
Award for Technical Excellence. Many
people are also aware that Richard was an
outstanding organist, and some will recall
that he played a concert at one of the
ATOS conventions when the scheduled
artist failed to appear. He received a
standing ovation for that impromptu
concert.

When Richard gave his sister, Ruth
Villemin Dresser, the Wurlitzer four-
manual console from the California The-
atre in San Francisco, along with many
of the pipes, he hoped that she would
allow organists to play this magnificent
instrument on a continuing basis. Upon
his sudden demise in 1987, however, the
installation came to a halt. It was then
that organ technicians throughout Cali-
fornia came to the front and continued
the installation to completion.

Lyn Larsen created the tonal design
and stop registration. Ken Crome of
Crome Pipe Organs voiced and tuned
the completed instrument. Tim Rickman
of Devtronix Computer Relay Systems
installed the state-of-the-art computer
system. Bob Rhodes of Schoenstein Pipe
Organ Company in San Francisco lent
his talent as advisor and consultant.
Tom DeLay of Moller Pipe Organ Com-
pany in Fresno was also a consultant on
the installation. Dick Schroeder of Tar-
zana worked on the keyboard and con-
sole. Dave Schutt of San Jose helped
with the programming of the computer
system. The major installation was done
by Joe Lambarena of Villemin Pipe Or-
gan in Porterville, with a crew that had
been personally trained by Richard Ville-

min.
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was able to remove most of the pipe
organ and save it from total destruction.

Eventually, the console came into the
hands of Richard Villemin who, in turn,
gave it to his sister, Ruth, who is an
organist in her own right. The console,
with its 180 stoptabs controlling the 24
ranks and complete toy counter now sits
majestically in her home in Malibu
where it shares a music room with a
nine-foot Baldwin concert grand piano, a
seven-foot Mehlin grand piano, a six-
foot Gulbransen piano (which is con-
nected to the console), an exquisite toy
piano from Germany, two concert
harps, two reed pump organs, a collec-
tion of East Indian musical instruments
and assorted musical toys. Perhaps the

Richard Villemin at home in Porteruille (circa 1940) playing his first pipe organ. This instrument has been

donated to a museum in Fresno.

most outstanding collectors’ item is the
Woaurlitzer pipe organ roll player, com-
plete with the collection of Jesse Craw-
ford rolls that can be played through this
console using the combinations origin-
ated by Crawford.

Adjacent to the music room is a gar-
age which houses the Dresser family car
from 1929 (original), an early Hammond
electronic organ and an old Weber up-
right piano. As one walks into the hall-
way from the music room, one finds an-
other upright, an antique Crown with
four pedals — one of which turns the
sound into the old barroom “rinky tink”
of the early 1900s. Ruth rescued this gem
from a saloon in Porterville. Her son,
Mark Villemin Dresser, has the task of
maintaining all of these instruments and
organizing the concerts which began in
1991 and will continue for many years to
come.

Mark was responsible for installing the
“Surround Sound” in the music room to
re-establish the reverberation lost by
carpeting. This was custom-made by
Yamabha for this particular room. Mark
also made by hand the exquisite custom-
designed rolltop desk that houses the
Devtronix Relay. A piano roll player is
hidden in the relay room, but can be
played from the console using standard
piano rolls.

As one walks through the pipe cham-
bers, blower room and relay rooms, it
can be readily discerned that extensive
fire protection has been provided.

Phots by Mark Dresser

THEATRE ORGAN




Wurlitzer keydesk.

Mounted to all ceilings are the HALON
gas-type automatic fire extinguishers
which activate with a heat sensor to emit
a fire-suffocating form of gas (not foam)
which will not harm the wood of any
pipework. There is no water involved.
These are the state-of-the-art in fire pro-
tection. The chambers are separated by
sliding doors of tempered glass. A sump
pump has been installed in the chambers
in case of flooding (Malibu has had its
share of floods and fires).

Desk built by Mark Dresser to house Deuvtronix
compniter.

THEATRE ORGAN

In addition to the relay room contain-
ing circuit boards for the Devtronix sys-
tem, the blower room is something to
behold! The 10hp Spencer Turbine
blower is cooled by a special four-ton air
conditioner which is activated whenever
the organ is turned on. The room also
houses a small, 3hp air compressor which
is used to play the great steam train whis-
tle. The entire room was designed and
built by Mark Dresser. The walls, ceiling
and floor were constructed of plaster
finish which then had acoustical tile laid
over it. This was covered with carpet
layers and then another layer of dry wall
overall. The finished surface consists of
six-inch heavy Sonics Studio sound insu-
lation acoustical sheets which are manu-
factured in Texas. With this extensive

View of chamber from music room.

sound-proofing, the blower and static
reservoir cannot be heard at all, even
though it is adjacent to the music room
and accessible from the hallway. The
silence makes the $35,000 investment well
worthwhile. The luxury of soundproof-
ing and temperature control is not cheap.
The blower room maintains a tempera-
ture of 68 degrees, and the cooled air go-
ing into the chambers maintains the
pipes at 70 degrees.

Finally, a palette was added to the
console to control the special effects; this
was easily wired to the Devtronix System,

When the organ was ready for presen-
tation, the Valley Organ Society was in-
vited for a “crawl” which they thoroughly
enjoyed. This was followed by a small,
private concert by Hector Olivera. The
formal dedication was played by Lyn
Larsen in March 1991. Then in June,
Gaylord Carter played two concerts for
invited guests of Ruth Dresser. Concerts
are now being scheduled for every three
months in celebration of this magnificent
instrument,

Guests at the Dresser home are always
notable: the Mayor of Malibu, Walt Kel-
ler; recording artist Salli Terri, harpsi-
chordist Phyllis Benson, organists Mal-
colm Benson, Korla Pandit and many
others. Ruth is married to the well-known
motion picture screen writer Orville H.
Hampton (Perry Mason, Hawaii Five-O,
Lassie, Mission Impossible). All mem-
bers of the family are musicians. Ruth
earned her Masters Degree in music (pipe
organ) from Columbia University, but
had her first lessons from her brother,
Richard, when she was ten years old.
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L to R: Marc Dresser, Hector Olivera, Tina Gotli-
bowsks, Tia helps with tuning.

Some unusual

things have
happened to thas
very special

console . . .

Child mowe star Glora fean with friend Korla Pandat.

Some unusual things have happened to this very
special console. Shortly after it was removed from
the California Theatre, it survived a fire, and it had
to be refinished at that time. Then, while it was stored
at Richard Villemin's pipe organ factory in Porter-
ville the police were pursuing a fleeing gunman down
the street and two bullets blasted through the win-
dow and entered the back of the console. It survived
again. Still in Porterville, one night a drunken motor-
ist failed to make the corner and literally plowed
through the wall into Richard’s shop, running into
the console. Again, it survived with only minor
damage.

So this is the console
that was burned, shot
& mangled — and
survived! Now it is in a
warm, loving home
with appreciative
people taking care of
it, sharing its sound
and beauty forever.

Lyn Larsen, Ruth Villenun Dresser and husband
Orulle Hampton.
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Chambers of the
Malibu Wurlitzer

THEATRE ORGAN

MAIN

16’ Diaphonic Diapason Sleigh Bells

16’ Viol d'Orchestre
Viol Celeste

16’ Flute

Flute Celeste

8 Trumpet

8 Tibia Clausa
8 Orch. Oboe
8' Clarinet

8’ Salicional

8 Oboe Horn
8 Vox Humana
Xylophone
Glockenspiel

TONAL RESOURCES OF
THE MALIBU WURLITZER
SOLO PALETTE
16’ Tibia Clausa Bird Whistle
Chrysoglott 8 English Horn Surf
Marimba 8 Brass Trumpet  Little Train Whistle
Harp 8 Tuba Horn Great Train Whistle
Piano 8 Open Diapason  Great Train Bell
Percussions 8 Saxophone Siren
Vibraphone 8 Kinura Gong
Tambourine 8’ Solo String Cuckoo
Castanets String Celeste Doorbell
Chimes 8 Vox Humana Thunder
Little Train Whistle There are two 32’
Great Train Whistle electronic stops,
Great Train Bell a Bombarde and

Sleigh Bells
Chrysoglott

a Resultant.
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A Labor of Love:
The Fucci’s 500th

by Bob Legon and Rosalie Fucci

The Fucei's music room with seven-foot Itakan chandelier.

A lifelong dream of Patsey Fucci of
Sudbury, Massachusetts, was to own a pipe organ
and to entertain people . . . 500 pipe organ
programs later, here is his story.
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Pat’s love of the organ began when he
was a youngster and got to see silent
movies, accompanied by an old pump
organ, in a local church in his home town.
However, like a number of organists, his
first musical instrument was an accor-
dion. He later bought a Conn Serenade,
which was satisfactory until he was in-
troduced to ATOS. The bug bit hard,
and when he learned that the 4/20
Robert-Morton in Loew’s State Theatre
in Providence, Rhode Island, was for
sale, his dream began to come true. On
February 9, 1963, the first truckload of
organ parts arrived at the Fucci home in
Waltham. Patsey, his wife Rosalie, and
their three daughters, together with
friend Richard Grenier, began to unload
and to fill their playroom with the thou-
sands of parts that made up the organ.
Then, with great enthusiasm and pa-
tience and determination, they set about
the task of cleaning, releathering, repair-
ing pipes and preparing them for installa-
tion in the cement chambers that Pat had
prepared.

There was also a nightmare element to
this dream. The Robert-Morton console
had been destroyed during the 1955
flood caused by a hurricane. “It was a
pile of kindling wood,” said Patsey. A
lesser devotee might have called it junk,
but Pat was determined. He even used to
repair pouches while riding on the bus to
Waverly and Harvard Square leaving his
fellow passengers wondering what he
was up to.

The Morton console proved to be use-
less, and Pat soon purchased the three-
manual, burned out Wurlitzer console
from the Colonial Theatre in Phoenix-
ville, Pennsylvania. It was only a shell,
with three keyboards and the stops, but
Patsey’s vision and insight enabled him
to see its potential to become a beautiful
instrument. He purchased a fourth key-
board and sent all of them out to be re-
furbished while he stripped the console
down to bare wood and began the
tedious job of expanding and sectioning
in order for the console to accept the four
manuals and the 220 Robert-Morton
stoptabs.
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Organist Maurice Cook at the console of the Robert-
Morton. This picture was taken tn 1938 the night
before the Loew's Theatre was flooded.

Photo courtesy of Providence Performing Arts Center

The organ first sounded in 1967 for the
Eastern Massachusetts chapter. The
sound was confined to a seven-foot ceil-
ing. Pat said it was like “trying to fit a
dinosaur into a phone booth.” He soon
made plans for an addition to his home,
an extension 76 x 29' with an 18’ ceiling,
but the era of the NIMBYS (Not in my
back yard!) had begun and Pat had to
wait until 1981 to begin construction.
Huge laminated arches form a cathedral
roof and the chambers measure 39" x 12’
As a result, all 20 ranks plus six 16’ ranks
can be accommodated.

Originally, Pat couldn’t get three-phase
current so he rigged up a Chevy truck
engine to power the blowers. He claims
he had the only theatre organ that got fif-
teen miles per gallon and needed a 1000-
mile check up. Then Pat was told about
a “fake” DC system. He acquired two 10
hp motors, each developing 2400 cpm.
The AC current is fed through ten 1200
volt diodes, five for each motor, con-
verting the AC to “fake” DC current at
40 amps per motor, Pat says, “I never tell
the motors this, and they just keep on
going.”

THEATRE ORGAN

Other features on Pat’s installation are
a Marshall & Wendell piano, a set of 18
Swiss Bells made by Moller, and a surf
mechanism installed outside for anima-
tion. The present relay is a Peterson, and
the combination action is Wourlitzer
(from the 4/20 formerly in the Oakland
Paramount).

Several friends of the Fuccis have
helped during the installation and rein-
stallation of the Robert-Morton. Bob
Legon says he learned most of his organ
expertise by working with Pat since
1964. Bill Bunch, of Seattle, Washing-
ton, was Pat’s technical advisor; Dr.
Alan Goodnow and Harry Jacques were
frequent helpers. Royal Schwieger, of
Stoneham, Massachusetts, became Pat'’s
“eyes” as he finalized Pat’s console. Mr.
Schweiger did the final hookup to the
new relay, wired the combination action
to the console, connected the piano and
made the new housing for the motors.
All parts work properly, and there never
seem to be any major problems when
playing the Morton. Pat Fucci truly
appreciates the help of Mr. Schweiger.

Five hundred programs have been
played here since 1967. Audiences have
included senior-citizen groups, church
groups, organ clubs and ATOS chapters
for a total of some 33,928 people. On
March 1, 1992, the 500th program was
presented with several organists playing:
John Cook, Mike Bigelow and his father
Myron, Bob Wambolt, Don Phipps
(chairman and one of the founders of
Eastern Massachusetts Chapter), Bob
Legon and a ten-year-old student of his,
Casey Carter.

The availability of this beautiful musi-
cal treasure makes it possible to bring
young and old to the joys and the chal-
lenge of a real theatre pipe organ and to
insure its future. We salute the entire
Fucci family, Pat, Rosalie, and their
three daughters, Ellen, JoAnne and Bar-
bara for truly exemplifying the ATOS
goal of preserving and sharing the won-
derful music of the instrument we all love.

At the Fuccr's 500th program: Backrow (L to R): John Cook, Rosalie Fucer, Patsey Fucci, Don Phipps. Front row:

Bob Legon, Mrs. Rita Paoline (vocalist), Casey Carter (age 10), Mike and Myron Bigelow.
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TONAL RESOURCES OF THE

FUCCI ROBERT—MORTON
MAIN SOLO
16’ Oboe Horn 16’ Tuba
16’ Flute 16’ Tibia
8 Horn Diapason 16" Open Diapason
8 Tibia 16’ Gamba
8’ Saxophone 8 Post Horn
8 Clarinet 8 French Trumpet
8 Concert Violin 8 Kinura
8’ Salicional 8 Viola Celeste
8 Viol d'Orchestre’ 8 Vox Humana
8 Viol Celeste”
8 Vox Humana
* Amplexed
PERCUSSIONS
Chimes
Marimba Harp
Glockenspiel
Chrysoglott
Xylophone
Swiss Bells
Piano
Traps

e

Mike Bigelow at the Fucer's 500th program. Barbara Fucct photo

If you would like to experience this fabulous instrument, please write or call:
PAT FUCCI - 158 Forest Street, Waltham, MA 01254, 617/899-0110

Banda Records proudly presents a Landmark Recording by

. George Wright v

“Chicago” ... - Now avadilable on Compact Disk

Performed on the Chicago Theatre 1921 Wurlitzer

Banda Records has aguired the original recordings and digitally re-mastered them for this historic musical triumph.
Always the innovator, George Wright recorded the first and only direct-to-disc movie organ recording. Also remember
that he was the first on the scene with a pop organ CD.

This unedited recording is not only a recording of the original 1921 Wurlitzer in it's original home. It is an image of the cav-
emous theatre with it's late night sounds of blower noise, windleaks, ciphers and the combination pistons during and be-
tween numbers. Remember: No editing! This is a tribute to a gifted artist's technigue - to say nothing of endurance.
Many takes were made so each continuous side of an LP disc could be as perfect as humanly possible.

A professional mobile recording van equipped with recording lathes, microphones, amplifiers, preamps. playback
speakers and miles of cable left Hollywood, stopped en route to capture the Tabernacle organ in Salt Lake City - then on
to Chicago where the Laurel and Hardyesque series of mishaps failed to bluff a crew of experts. Some of these happen-
ings are delineated in the producer's interesting CD liner notes. “Chicago” selections include:

e Bojangles of Harlem e Yesterdays  The Way You Look Tonight e Liza « Where the Blue of the Night Meets the Gold of
the Day » Veradero « Paradise » Roller Coaster « Blue Twilight e Night and Day » You're Mine, You « When Day Is Done e
In the Still of the Night e Truckin'  You and the Night and the Music

Other Outstanding George Wright CD’s Each George Wright CD may be ordered by title as follows:

I e SRCLI. US & Canada - $20 (US) postpaid First Class

Yr “Red Hot and Blue” ¥x Engiand - §55. (1% postaciel Ak i Send orders to:
0" " nglana - postpail Ir viai

% “Anything Goes!” % Australia - $23 (US) postpaid Air Mail Banda Records

¥t “Kaleidoscope”
“" " PO BOX 392

7 “Hot Pipes” ¥x Sorry. no credit cards, no UPS, no COD Oxnard, CA 93032

v “Merry Christmas” ¢ No shipments between December 10 - January 1
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Welcome To Sacramento Sierra
All Theatre Organ Regional Convention
October 16-18, 1992

featuring
the Inaugural Concert of the ATOS 3/16 Wurlitzer organ
installed in the Towe Ford Museum in Sacramento, California
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Sierra Chapter has scheduled a 100
percent theatre pipe organ convention in

Come to Calif ornea in October
Sacramento and vicinity October 16-18.

Headquarters hotel is the Capitol Plaza SACR'AMENTO S IERRA REGIONAL
S e OCTOIBER 16-18

Walt Strony will play
the Berkeley Theatre’s g
4/34 Wurlitzer.

Stan Kann will play
Sierra Chapter’s 3/13
Wurlitzer in the Fair
Oaks Community Club
House.

Rex Koury will play
the Grant High School
4/22 Wurlitzer.

Friday night the opening concert will
be very special. With Clark Wilson at the
console of the Wurlitzer organ in the
Towe Ford Museum, this dedicatory
concert will signal the completion of the
installation of this historic instrument,
sponsored by the American Theatre
Organ Society. (See Vern Bickel's article,
March/April 1992).

During the day Saturday and Sunday,
attendees will be divided into three
groups to tour locations in Sacramento,
plus a very special site near Lodi, just
south of Sacramento. (In the same THE-
ATRE ORGAN see Tom DeLay’s feature
on the Lodi organ).

The Saturday night concert will bring
past National President Rex Koury to the
console of the 4/22 Wurlitzer at Grant
High School, the instrument so strongly
identified with George Wright.

The Sunday night concert is at the
Berkeley Theatre, with Walt Strony
playing the impressive 4/34 Waurlitzer,
Again, Sierra Chapter thanks NorCal
Chapter for their fine cooperation.
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Lew Williams well play
Bob Hartzell’s 3/14
Robert-Morton in Lods.
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Donna Parker will play
the 4/20 Wurlitzer at
the Pizza & Pipes.

Registration fee for the Sacramento
Sierra Regional is $95. This covers all
admissions and transportation, except
for the optional feature offered Saturday
night — a Jam Session from 10:30 p.m,
until 12:30 a.m. at Pizza & Pipes, In-
cluded in the $10 admission fee is trans-
portation and a buffet.

As with most ATOS regionals, you'll
be kept very busy. Plan to spend a few
extra days in Sacramento to enjoy the
myriad of interesting and historical fea-
tures of the area. The headquarters hotel
is within walking distance of one of the
finest railroad museums in the world. It's
located in Old Sacramento, which is also
full of historical and interesting sites,
Easy bus trips are available to the state
capitol and Sutter’s Fort. Plan to spend
some extra time in Sacramento.

For more information contact June
Anderson, 6416 Everest Way, Sacra-
mento, CA 95842. 916/332-5352.

To send your request via FAX: Jim
Hodges, 916/649-0243 (make sure that
transmittal sheet mentions Jim Hodges).
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Important

Special Information

B Hotel rate of $69.00 single, double or
triple will be good until September 17.
After that date, any of our block of
rooms not used will be available to other
organizations and the hotel will not
guarantee this rate after this date.

B Registration of $95.00 is good until
September 17. After this date a $10.00
late charge will be in effect.

B Due to limited space in some venues,
members will be assigned to one of three
groups for the Saturday and Sunday
morning and afternoon concerts. Your
badge will identify your group. Please
stay with this group in order to attend all
the concerts.

B American Airlines has been designated
the Convention Airline. You will get a
special discount from them. Please use
our assigned convention number,
#S0802V0, no matter where you buy
your ticket, either from the Town &
Country Travel Bureau that is featured
in the Journal or your own local travei
agency. The convention will receive
benefits for all tickets sold that indicate
our assigned convention number.

B Attendees coming by car can unload
baggage at the hotel main entrance then
proceed directly to the covered parking
garage. All persons staying at the host
hotel will have their parking ticket vali-
dated and parking will be free.

B Amtrak is just two blocks from the
hotel. Taxis are available but it is a nice
walk in good weather.

B Those coming by airline can get a
shuttle to the hotel, A special rate of
$7.00 is available from Skyline Airporter.
This shuttle leaves the hotel every 30
minutes from 5:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.
every day.

B Due to much competition, the coffee
shop in the hotel will NOT be serving
dinners, Please plan your evening meal
in one of the many restaurants near the
hotel.
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Sacramento
Regional Schedule

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16

11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Registration
(110,01 015 o s VR RCCOp s a Tour Towe Museum
B:00:PIN.! 5:06k e e e et CLARK WILSON Concert, 3/16 Wurlitzer
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17
O:25 AN 5ieaate oo ea a Group 2: Hartzell - LEW WILLIAMS, 3/14 Morton
QRO E. Groups 1 & 3: Pizza & Pipes - DONNA PARKER,
4/20 Wurlitzer
T30 reisiatoim sy pleens Group 1: Hartzell - LEW WILLIAMS, 3/14 Morton
Group 3: Museum - KEVIN KING, 3/16 Wurlitzer
1:300PUN.. .o e v ieeinins Group 2: Fair Oaks - STAN KANN, 3/13 Wurlitzer
(o300 30 o c TR Grant Union - REX KOURY Concert, 4/22 Wurlitzer
10:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m. . . . . Optional Jam Session
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
P FISTE ¢ P S Group 3: Hartzell - LEW WILLIAMS, 3/14 Morton
030 TGN, i s acivsmaos S acs Group 2: Pizza & Pipes - DONNA PARKER,
4/20 Wurlitzer
930 AN, 0vivnneiin vein wonrecs Group 1: Fair Oaks - STAN KANN, 3/13 Wurlitzer
525 DI s in oheio minte mimsmse Groups 1 & 2: Museum - KEVIN KING, 3/16 Waurlitzer
I, Sy AR e e Group 3: Fair Oaks - STAN KANN, 3/13 Wourlitzer
B e s e e Berkeley - WALT STRONY Concert, 4/34 Wurlitzer

Each registrant must stay in their assigned groups for all morning and afternoon
concerts. Your badge will be coded for each group. Record shop will be available.

EXHIBITS:
ALLEN ORGANS, RODGERS ORGANS, WERSI ORGAN,
DEVTRONIX COMPUTERS

A Kaleidoscope of
MUSIC, COMEDY & FILM

Resudent U ganist Fox T heat
St. Louis For 22 Years

592 N. Rossmore, Los Angeles, Calif. 90004 ® 213/871-2656
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POPULAR MUSIC
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SYNCOPATION CONTINUED

Syncopation is an important feature of many old and new popular
songs. Two good examples are “I'd Like To Teach The World To Sing”

@' Dm7 [

Count time carefully and LISTEN to the effect is produces. Almost
every measure contains melody notes which move on “&" between the
beats. Notice how the syncopation is important to the sound of each
melody. Examine all the music you like to play and find other examples.

Once you understand how it works and practice the necessary coor-
dination, you can add syncopation to any melody.

“WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR”
— T o DL'ﬁ—" £ == Icp ‘:’
e

By changing the first note to an eighth note, all the following notes move
up a half count and fall in between the beats, giving the song a different
sound.

- g - coe
j oy .
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In this way you can make the second chorus of any song sound dif-
ferent than the first chorus.

Patrick Lajko and CDE, the
creators of

L] L] .
Digital Pipes
can put their 20 years of
experience to work for you/
Offering complete design facilities
from prototypes to production,
CDE can do a complete custom

design or perform modifications to
existing equipment.

Leaders in...
-Audio & Speaker Systems
-Microprocessor Controls
+Digital Design
-Solid-State Systems
-Sound Synthesis
- Midi Interfacing

We offer many
off-the-shelf
designs and

services...

Z-tronics Relay Experts
Offering complete Installation [ Pre-
assembly of systems for your quick
installation (Custom modifications
and add-ons including... drivers for
electronic voices; sustain; pizzicatto
IMidi interfaces.”

Combination Actions with
removable memory cards for unlimited
memory. (Patent pending)

Digital Pipes for (Complete
Ranks & Celestes (Rank & Pedal
Extensions [Percussions and Traps
0True Tremolo and Expression
Controls for any electronic voice

...0r we will
design to your
specifications

For all your needs in
electronics for your pipe
organ, call CDE first and ask
for Patrick Lajko.
C.D.E.
4017 - 39th Ave. SW
Seattle, Wa 98116
(206)-937-8746 937-8562 fax

THEATRE ORGAN
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FOR THE RECORDS

GEORGE WRIGHT

The 50th recording by George
Wright, due out this fall, will reveal a
change in his studio organ that reverses
the current trend. He has removed the
synthesizer which was wired in like pipes
and replaced it with a rare Robert-Morton
French Horn (on a Wurlitzer chest). This
French Horn came from the Praisewater
Funeral Home in Van Nuys. It is, in fact
the same Robert-Morton that George
played for the funeral of Jesse Crawford.
George has also added a set of Parsifal
Bells and a set of English Hand Bells with
Waurlitzer actions. All of the recording
equipment being used in this project has
been provided by Sony. Some fantastic
sounds may be expected in this new CD!

ANY DREAM WILL DO. Robert Wolfe
at the Wurlitzer organ of the Thursford
Collection Norfolk. Available from: W.
Potts, 42 Point Royal, Bracknell, Berk-
shire, RG12 4HJ, England. CD price 11
pounds sterling, postpaid airmail.
Bankdraft, VISA or MasterCard. Selec-
tions include: Our Director, David’s
Theme, Golden Wedding Day, From A
Distance, Chanson De Matin, Floren-
tiner March, and many many medleys.
ORGAN: * % % &
PERFORMANCE: * *
RECORDING: * % * %

There are many Robert Wolfe fans
who will not be happy with my review,
but I feel that much of his work while be-
ing technically accurate, is lacking in
taste and judgement. | have trouble lis-
tening to a recording that is largely Black-
pool Style dance medleys, and slam-bang
marches. When Robert Wolfe does give
us a ballad, it is very nice.

There was no information given in the
liner notes about the organ so there isn't
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much I can tell you. It'’s a good organ,
tonally finished and well regulated.

The recording engineer did a very
good job.

Robert Wolfe fans will want this re-
cording, but there’s nothing here out of
the usual that would recommend this re-
cording to anyone else.

NOT JUST ANOTHER ORGAN RE-
CORDING. Trio Con Brio composed of
Jonas Nordwall, Donna Parker and
Tom Hazleton at the Organ Grinder
4/51, First United Methodist 4/91, Rod-
gers 945, C445 and C100. The C100 is a
single keyboard sound module with 64
sampled orchestral voices. Available
from: Trio Con Brio, P.O. Box 6103,
Aloha, Oregon 97007. Prices are:Cassette
$14.00, CD$18.00, postpaid. Add $3.00
per item for Air Mail to Europe and
Australia. Selections are: Thanksgiving,
High Hat, Toccata in D Major, Sym-
phonic Suite for Three Organs, Ritual
Fire Dance, Dialogue Monastique, Fan-
tasia in F Minor K.495, Honeysuckle
Rose, Music Of The Night, Selections
from the Carnival Of The Animals.
ORGANS: No Rating
PERFORMANCES: ®* % % %
RECORDING: & * & %

Half of the fun I had with this recording
was trying to guess who was doing what
on which instrument when? Sometimes [
felt my guesses were correct; sometimes |
felt they were just guesses. About the
music; the Symphonic Suite For Three
Organs was commissioned for the Trio
Con Brio with a grant from the Rodgers
Organ Company, and is a rather mind-
boggling work. I've always enjoyed odd
and unpredictable selection choices on
recordings, but this is by far the oddest
and most interesting recording ['ve re-
viewed to date.

To try and review the instruments in-
volved would be an undertaking that |
don't feel equal to, because it's really
more difficult than you might imagine to
tell what's what when listening to this
recording.

The recording job must have been a
massive job. It is very impressive. This is
quite a recording. Be warned it is Not Just
Another Organ Recording.

Bob Shafter

THE SPIRIT OF YOUTH. Simon
Gledhill at the 3/13 Compton/Christie
organ of Ossett Town Hall. Available
from: Lawrence Whitfield, 11, Horse-
shoe Drive, Etching Hill, Rugeley,
Staffs, WS15 2RF. England. LP only,
price $14.50 airmail postpaid. Selections

are: March: The Spirit of Youth, Twin-
kletoes, All The Things You Are, Fan-
tasie Impromptu, Selection: The Desert
Song, Roller Coaster, Cole Porter Fav-
ourites, Punch from “Puppets Suite,”
I Pitch My Lonely Caravan, Premier
Valse, My Funny Valentine, Danza
Orientale, Overture: The Marriage of
Figaro.

ORGAN: % % & &
PERFORMANCE: * * % 15
RECORDING: * * % %

This recording was done in 1986 when
Simon was 19. All of the elements that
made him so popular are in evidence
here. This is my favorite Simon Gledhill
recording because it is fresh and vital.
Simon received a 3V star review only
because of his tendency to borrow so
heavily from other organists.

This organ is yet another fine example
of the British Theatre Organ. It is clean,
bright, and powerful, all the things we
have come to expect from well regulated,
tonally finished English Organ.

The recording engineer did an excellent
job of capturing the organ and the room
acoustics.

This album is a must-have for Simon
Gledhill fans, and for those few of you
who aren’t, you may want to give it a try.

HAMMOND TODAY. Carol Williams
at the Hammond Super SX2500 with
Leslie. Available from: Melcot Music,
Bexmoor Way, Old Basing, Basing-
stoke, Hants, RG24 OBL. Cassette price
is 5.50 pounds plus 1.50 pounds postage.
Selections are: Tico-Tico, Fancy Pants,
Dizzy Fingers, Unforgettable, What
Now My Love, May You Always,
Jumpin’ Jupiter, Rhapsody Rag, Fools
Rush In, Red Roses For A Blue Lady,
We'll Meet Again, It's Today, Kitchen
Rag, City of Chester March, Bess You Is
My Woman, Promette, Brazil, White
Cliffs Of Dover, Russian Rag, In The
News, You and The Night and The
Music.

ORGAN: No Rating
PERFORMANCE: * * % %
RECORDING: % % * %

It is my policy not to review electronic
instruments that make no attempt to
sound like a pipe organ. In this case I feel
I must make an exception, because Carol
Williams is such an extraordinary musi-
cian. She is technically gifted and has a
very keen ear for orchestral registrations,
thereby making this instrument some-
thing beautiful.

The recording is very well done, but
there are no room acoustics to capture.,
The organ's reverb is state-of-the-art
and sounds pretty good.

1 enjoyed this recording very much.
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TORCHLIGHT ON EDMONTON. = A | L DIGITAL RECORDING I[DDDI

Sidney Torch at the 4/15 Christie, in the
DAN MILLER

Regal Cinema, Edmonton. 1934-1936.

Foundation, 45 Norfold Rd., Braintree,
MA 02184-5918. Price $29.00 CD only.
Add $3.00 postage per order. Selections
are: Torch Song Parade (Medley), Love

Available from: The Organ Literature
In Bloom, I Want To Be Snappy (Med- ol o

ley), Alone, I Hate Myself, When East

Meets West (Medley), Bugle Call Rag, played on the
Lullaby Of Broadway, Orient Express, 5 manual
Temptation Rag, Film Hits Of The Mo- 205 rank

ment (Medley), Goody Goody, Where 11,499 pipe
The Rainbow Ends (Suite), Twelfth Moller Organ
Street Rag, When Budapest Was Young, at the 6000-seat
Wah Hoo!, Little Man You've Had A Calvary Church

Busy Day. Charlotte, North Carolina
ORGAN: % % % &
Pigggﬁg&i‘fﬁ *R* * % “There is the added joy of having [the Calvary Grand Organ] presided over by one
=S IAGnE of the finest of the young organists of the generation. Dan Miller is not only
A blast from the past. Even though p sl and blv gified. but he und ds thi fici
many of these selections have been pre- vastly musical and superbly gifted, ut he understan this magni icient new
instrument and uses it to its fullest potential. I urge you to hear this unbeatable

viously re-released on LP format, there is e
enough different material here to warrant combination.’ The American Organist, April 1991

its somewhat spendy purchase price.
Sidney Torch had Such 2 unique St—yie T™HIS God Of G?‘ace = All Haif ihe Power » My Faith LOOkS Up o

of playing that I feel it bears mentioning 55-MINUTE Thee = All Glory, Laud and Honor = Like a River Glorious *

again. Clean and crisp, if somewhat RECORDING In the Garden » Come Thou Fount » Praise to the Lord, the

frantic on occasion, but so technically
demanding that there are few pretenders.
By now most everyone should know

SPANS MANY
COMPOSERS

TO THEATER

Almighty = Lead On, O King Eternal » Great is Thy Faith-
AND STYLES, fulness » Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart = Joyful, Joyful We Adore
FROM BACH ¥ Thee » Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow = His Eye

what to expect from a Christie, pene-
trating reeds and bright clean ensemble.

Even though the originals were in the
78 rpm format, the British record surfaces | pan skillfully demonstrates the many colors and varieties of this organ containing:
i clea‘n for then: HrE, and delivered » A theater organ division of Tibia and Kinura stops and a Harp
a better signal to noise ratio than most of 499 vanks ‘of Jisseious strings
their American counterparts. The trans- « 44 canke of fiotes
fer to CD is well done and should not be W R T
a problem, except perhaps to the most « 28 ranks of principals
finicky audiophile. & S rsnka of aiixtures

This recording is highly recommended. » 5 ranks of Trumpet en Chamades at 16',8', 4'

Bob Shafter « 6 sets of 32's

« Beautiful solo stops

is on the Sparrow = Since Jesus Came Into My Heart » A

ORGAN |
Mighty Fortress is Our God

Dear Readers:
A few years ago | acquired a record * 14 tremulants
called “Listenin’ to the Popular Organ,”
played by Patricia Wilde. I have played OTHER CDs BY DAN MILLER ON THE CALVARY GRAND ORGAN :
:S::: rﬁ(;rcfiilngriosur:la‘:zafeﬁgg :::: 2“ E:r; Calvary Organ Dedication (music from the dedicatory SELECTIONS
pu S agnlii ha e e l‘og = recital) includes Bach Toccata & Fugue in d; Franck; Reger; T}-REEI ROM DA“-
o ; : Y peop! variations on O God Our Help in Ages Past; Virgil Fox Come e
if they knew anything about Patricia i g DAN MILLER'S
Wilde. This recording always stirs up a Sweet Death; transcription of William Tell Overture; theater-style § cps HAVE
3 G :
lot of controversy, but to date there Count Your Blessings; and morel g’;{@
haven't been any answers, just theories. (e i y ON
If anyone has any information please Christmas Joy! mchtdes V:.rgal Fox arrangements of O Little AN
3 : Town of Bethlehem, Silent Night, Joy to the World; George
write to me care of the editor. : PUBLIC
Bob Shafter Wright's God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen; theater-style Parade of RADIO'S
the Wooden Soldiers; seven more! "PIPEDREAMS”

M t . distribut r imndividuals SOT-
anufacturers, distributors or mdiuduals sponsor- | g o o doble in CD: $17 each, or Cassette: $12 each » Add $3 P&H.

g or merchandising organ recordings are encour-
aged to send review copies to the Record Reviewer,

THEATRE ORGAN, #633 S.E. BWO"‘W_D_""W- To order HYMNS, ORGAN DEDICATION, and/or CHRISTMAS JOY, send
”if;:::jm‘;:;;; fﬁﬁﬁﬂ";ﬁf,i;f?:;ﬂ"ﬁ mclude | check payable to: DSDS Enterprises, 12635 Parks Farm Lane, Charlotte, NC 28277.
£ il y = Also available: VHS documentary of the organ installation; organ brochure; sheet music

address) and a photo of the artist which need not be :
returned. of Dan Miller’s hymn arrangements. Catalog sent upon request.
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Carpenter Center
Celebrates The Return
Of Its Wurlitzer
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Console as it appeared when it left Richmond in
early 1970s.

g

e Weaver at
Phote Richmond Newspapers,

Inc
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In the early 1970s, the 3/13 Wurlitzer
in the Loew's Theatre in downtown
Richmond, was spirited away one Sun-
day morning and was not heard again
until this year. During its twenty year
absence the theatre was sold and turned
into a performing arts center. Millions
had been spent on the theatre to make it
a state-of-the-art facility, but it still had
no organ! In 1981, a mostly Wurlitzer
instrument was given to the theatre by a
seaside hotel in New Jersey. But the re-
storation and installation of this organ
proved impractical and the project was
abandoned when the original organ was
found in a warehouse in Tennessee. It
was immediately acquired and brought
to Richmond for re-installation in its ori-
ginal home,

On Sunday afternoon, April 5, 1992,
a sold-out house, 2000 plus, came to hear
the organ that had been missing for over
twenty years. The organ has been com-
pletely re-built, including a solid-state re-
lay system which makes it more func-
tional and trouble-free.

“It was an
afternoon of
memories and

nostalgia.”

The organ company in Tennessee that
restored the organ came to Richmond
and supervised its installation. The result
of all this work is basically an old organ
that has been made new again. For this
special event, the console was moved to
the center of the orchestra pit where it
could be raised and lowered on the pit
elevator. This made for a spectacular en-
trance for the console and organist as
they rose into view in a blaze of light. At
the console was long-time favorite, Eddie
Weaver, who was asked to give the dedi-
catory concert since he had been staff
organist at the theatre for twenty-five
years when it showed movies. He also
played at the Byrd Theatre for twenty
years and is frequent organist at the
Mosque.

It was an afternoon of memories and
nostalgia as Eddie played all the old tunes
for which he is so well known. He played
everything from Wagner and Verdi to
Andrew Lloyd Webber laced with a
number of show tunes. This variety of
music demonstrated the possibilities of

the organ, and everyone was enthusiastic
with what they heard. Prior to the organ'’s
removal from the theatre in early 1970,
it had a reputation among those who had
listened to many such organs, as having
a “tubby” sound. Well, the tubbiness is
gone and what we have is a tight, clear,
up-front sound that does the theatre
credit. The installation of a Post Horn
rank is being discussed, and if it is made
part of the organ, it will give it a real
“kick”!!

All of the individuals involved in this
labor of love deserve a lot of credit for
giving our performing arts center a new
dimension. As has been shown in the
past, this will focus attention on the the-
atre like nothing else. Let's all wish it a
long life and hope it is used often. As
Ben Hall might say, “The soul has re-
turned to its theatre.” Richmond once
again has its three Wurlitzers, all playing
and sounding great,

Miles Rudisill

Richmond, Virginia

Symphony Orchestra
And Theatre Organ

Join Forces

On April 8, in the Rockford, llinois,
Coronado Theatre, over 4,000 school
children and their teachers had a rare op-
portunity to see and hear the Coronado’s
4/17 Barton theatre pipe organ join forces
with the Rockford Symphony Orchestra.
The opening work, which called for
organ and full orchestra was “Also Sprach
Zarathustra” by Richard Strauss. The
sparkling off-white console, raised to the
level of the stage must have been quite an
impressive sight to many. The organist,
Kay Hotchkiss, an area organist as well
as a cellist in the Rockford Symphony,
received rousing applause from the audi-
ence at the conclusion of the work as the
conductor motioned towards the console
and the spotlight shined on her. The con-
ductor, Stephen Larsen, wrapping up his
first season with the Rockford Sym-
phony, is to be commended for his deci-
sion to use the Coronado’s organ as an
integral part of the orchestra for this
work.

While the Barton organ does enjoy
occasional solo spots, this was the first
time it has joined forces with the Rock-
ford Symphony. Children and teachers
came from school districts in and around
the Rockford area as far as 30 some odd
miles for this annual concert making it
necessary to have two performances to
accommodate them.

Donald P. Robinson
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Stand-Ins

Until the Mighty Kimball restoration
is completed and she can once again
touch human souls, she has had some
outstanding stand-ins. In March, the
four manual Wicks at the Basilica of
Saint Mary's took her turn as stand-in
with Philip Brunelle, Ed Berryman and
Kim Kasling displaying their virtuosity.,
Michael Barone, host and creator of Pipe
Dreams, and the mayor of Minneapolis,
Don Fraser, hosted the Americana Cele-
bration. The fun was put into fund-raising
with the 1,000 participants marching
through the basilica while Philip Brunelle
set the pace with a medley of Wagner,
Sousa, Sullivan and Mendelssohn
marches.

Kim Kasling, director of liturgical
music studies at St. John's University,
resident organist at the Chautauqua
Institute in New York and the organist at
the basilica, added to the fun by making
his appearance in his long black cape,
and offering the audience his rendition of
Phantom of the Opera and “Stars and
Stripes Forever.” With the city of Minne-
apolis having hosted virtually every
major “ballgame” within the past year, it
was appropriate for Ed Berryman to ig-
nite and delight the crowd with, “Take

Minneapolis Mayor Don Fraser with patrons of the
Mighty Kimball.
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Fund-raiser for Mighty Kimball held at Basilica of Saint Mary in Minneapolis.

l

Me Out to the Ball Game.” The support-
ers of the Mighty Kimball responded
with resounding voices.

Those of you who have ever planned
an event, know there is one factor that
we have no control over. The weather.
This is a concern for all people, regard-
less of geographical location, but in Min-
neapolis it is paramount. Especially in
March. In March the gods were with
us. The almost forgotten and welcomed
sun sent the thermometer rising to the 50
degree mark. The sunny day coupled
with the special beauty of the Basilica of
Saint Mary, offered everyone an after-
noon of joy.

Work to restore the dome and replace
the roof of the basilica had begun the
week before the fund raiser. The interior
scaffolding and the giant construction
crane were dramatic evidence of the on-
going work to restore the basilica’s
classic beauty and structural integrity.

The restoration of the Mighty Kimball
is not as visible as the basilica renovation
is. However, the work is as constant and
conscientious, Mike Rider informs us
that the main winding system, the lungs
of the Mighty Kimball, is complete and
work has begun on the Solo chamber.

For many years the City of Minnea-
polis has demonstrated leadership in
assisting with saving historic treasures.
In November of 1991 the historic State
Theatre was reopened. On April 12 the
Minneapolis Organ Trust held a Silent
Film Festival fund raiser at the State. Jeff
Weiler, well known for his silent film
work, accompanied the films from 12:00
to 7:00. A brilliant and marathon per-
formance. The program included Buster
Keaton, Charlie Chaplin, Harold Lloyd
and Cecil B. DeMille. The truly greats in
the silent film world. The event brought
together several generations. People who
had come to the State Theatre to hear
Eddie Dunstedter in the 20s wanted to re-
live those moments. The young audience
was eager to see and hear what they had
only read about. They were not dis-

appointed. This time the stand-in organ
was an Allen, loaned by the Northwest-
ern Bible College. (The State Theatre is
hopeful an organ will be in place in 1993.)
Ed Berryman was responsible for the
loan of the organ and also offered his
talents by accompanying Laurel and
Hardy's, You're Darn Tootin'. Perform-
ing as a silent film accompanist was a
first for Dr. Berryman. He liked it. May-
be he's found a new career.

Steve Adams, technical editor for the
journal of the American Theatre Organ
Society, assisted with the program and
offered me a great deal of moral support.
Theatre goers were offered rides with the
mayor, in a 1937 black Packard sedan.
Polaroid photos with the mayor were
also offered as a fund raiser.

As the development director for the
Mighty Kimball, I would like to speak of
the importance of the volunteer’s com-
mitment. We are extremely grateful for
the constant and dependable leadership
of Michael Barone, Philip Brunelle and
Dr. Ed Berryman. All of you who have
ever served on a committee, know that it
takes more than three people to keep the
energy level high. A nucleus of about 15
dedicated women and men have stayed
with the project for five years, Their
commitment is commendable. I am also
grateful for the many who have come
forward when called for a specific pur-
pose. Many hands do make light work.

When the Mighty Kimball renovation
is complete, there will be an even greater
need for volunteers. The Kimball belongs
to the city of Minneapolis and the city is
the people. The questions are already be-
ing asked, “How often will the organ be
played?” “Who will be in charge of the
maintenance?” “Who decides who will
play the organ?” With these questions in
our mind we will be forming a new
group, “Friends of the Kimball.” T wel-
come everyone's input.

With $58,000 remaining of the
$1,000,000 goal, donations continue to
be sought. All gifts of $1,000 or more
will receive permanent recognition in the
Minneapolis Convention Center.

To make a donation of any amount,
simply mail a check with your instruc-
tions to: The Minneapolis Organ Trust
Fund, 315 East Grant Street, Minneapolis,
Minnesota 55404,

Cassettes of concerts by Dr. Berry-
man, Mike Vickery, and Tom Hazleton,
in addition to T-shirts and buttons, can
be purchased from the Trust. Cassettes
— $12.00, T-shirts — $10.00 All prices
include postage and all monies directly
benefit the Kimball project. For further
information, call: Rosemary Dineen,
612/348-8300.
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LATOS Railtrip An

“Organ-ized” Success!
On Friday, May 1, forty LATOS

members climbed aboard their two pri-

vate railroad cars for a fabulous three
day weekend in the Bay Area.

On this second trip north tor a Para-
mount Theatre organ concert we had the
former Pennsylvania Railroad lounge car
Colonial Crafts and the ex-Union Pacific
dome diner Columbia River. We were
the 15th and 16th cars on Amtrak’s
Coast Starlight to Oakland.

Once again it was deluxe service all
the way with wonderful meals and re-
freshments served by a staff of six atten-
dants. Qur Oakland hotel again was the
Thunderbird in Jack London Square.

In our free time Saturday most took
the new ferry boat directly from the
motel to “The City.” Some rode cable
cars; others toured Fisherman's Wharf,
and a few elected to enjoy the sights from
the revolving restaurant atop the Hyatt
Hotel on the Embarcadero.
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Most took advantage of Nor-Cal
Chapter's gracious invitation to visit and
tour their four-manual Wurlitzer in the
Berkeley Community Theatre. Crew
chief Bill Schlotter, assisted by Rudy Frey
and Ed Stout, gave the history of the
unique building and its organ while other
NorCal members conducted tours of
the chamber. This was followed by a de-
lightful mini-concert by Kevin King.

In the evening our charter bus trans-
ported us to the highlight of the trip —
Lew Williams in concert at the Para-
mount!

The Sunday trip home was every bit
as scenic with its sweeping views of the
lush Salinas Valley followed by the de-
scent down the spectacular Cuesta Grade
north of San Luis Obispo and the hun-
dred plus miles along the blue Pacific's
shore.

Special thanks for this wonderful
weekend go to Rod and Ellen Fishburn
(owners of the Colonial Crafts) for or-
ganizing the trip, and to Nor-Cal Chapter
and Lew Williams, from the LATOS
members who had a truly fabulous
weekend!

LR

Left to Right: Carl Hackert, Ned Spain, George
List at Round Lake Auditorium.

An Unlikely Union

A pipe organ used for theatre organ is
quite unseemly. Using a tracker with an
inoperative swell pedal is even a bit more
unlikely. Combining the tracker with a
theatre organ is unheard of to most peo-
ple. Yet all of the above have been done
in a tiny Victorian village near Albany,
New York. The tracker pipe organ in
Round Lake Auditorium was built a half
century before Hope-Jones created the
theatre organ. After considerable restor-
ation, three-quarters of a century later it
is still going strong. With the coopera-
tion of the Hudson-Mohawk chapter,
the Round Lake Auditorium is helping to
bridge the gap between the American
Theatre Organ Society and the Organ
Historical Society, whose aims for the
savings, restoration, preserving and re-
locating of organs in America are very
similar.

The possibility of this unusual com-
bination emerged during the 1985 An-
tique Organ Concert Series at a recital by
Robert Waller of Hoosick Falls, New
York. Near the end of his recital some of
the audience began making their way to
the exit. He assessed the situation,
scrapped his encore and broke into a the-
atre organ tune. Those who were depart-
ing were so startled that they returned to
listen and applauded vigorously. Mr.
Waller was familiar with theatre organ
technique since he often entertained him-
self on a Waurlitzer he kept in the base-
ment of his New York City home. After-
wards, he was invited to further demon-
strate his skills at a pie social.
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For many years church organists had
played the Ferris organ at Round Lake
during the annual Antique Festival. The
Antique Festival committee asked to
have more popular music. William Hu-
bert, ATOS/OHS member, helped locate
volunteer theatre organists from the
Hudson-Mohawk chapter. Thus began
a chain of events leading to this unlikely
union.

Encouraged by the weekend success, a
full recital on the Ferris was shared by
Carl Hackert, Ned Spain, Bill Hubert
and John Wiesner. Virtually all of the
music was newer than the instrument
itself. Performing popular music on the
Ferris tracker pipe organ presents an en-
joyable challenge to organists who are
accustomed to having multiple swell
chambers, tremolos and electric stop ac-
tion. However, the sonorities of many of
the stops of the Round Lake organ can
provide a very satisfactory effect with
popular music.

A casual suggestion about importing a
theatre organ became a reality in 1989
through the generosity of the Carl Hack-
ert Allen Organ Studios. Through an
error by the media the word ‘Dual’ be-
came Duel’ for a most successful concert.
The Allen Organ Company speeded up
the production on the newest state-of-the-
art theatre organ for Carl Hackert to use
in the July 1990 concert. That momen-
tous organ event featured the oldest ori-
ginal three-manual tracker pipe organ
and the newest three-manual digital the-
atre organ playing themes from Phantom
of The Opera, which sold out the house.
Adding Ned Spain at the piano and flag-
waving marchers from the Musical Nur-
sery School for “The Stars and Stripes”
made a spectacular finale. The 1991 con-
cert leaned more toward classical works.
However, on a repeat of the finale, the
audience strolled out lustily singing “God
Bless America” for a truly inspirational
close.

Round Lake Auditorium has a history
of presenting innovative programs, es-
pecially American Premieres of un-
known, newly discovered, seldom per-
formed or rarely heard works for organ,
jazz, folk and country music. Also, the
very nature of theatre organ playing fits
neatly into the Auditorium plans. It is
the only place in the U.S. where one can
experience the sound of a 19th century
organ and orchestra work that nearly
duplicates the sound which the composer
wanted to express. The new sensational
sound of the combined organs can be ex-
perienced exclusively at Historic Round
Lake Auditorium.

The sale of the Allen Theatre Organ
gave rise to a totally different concert. On
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August 16, 1992 at 8:00 p.m., Round
Lake Auditorium will offer the first organ
trio to use a theatre organ, an electrical
classical organ and an antique pipe or-
gan. Guest artist, Michael Stairs, official
organist of the Philadelphia Orchestra,
will join Hackert and Spain for a unique
program of pops and light classics. This
unprecedented event is sure to attract a
large audience. Since seating is limited,
early arrival is recommended. Auditor-
ium parking for cars and buses is con-
veniently located just off Northway [-87
Exit 11 on Round Lake Road. Further in-
formation and advance ticket sales can
be obtained by calling Round Lake Audi-
torium at 518/899-7141.
Edna Van Duzee

Allen Organ News

Internationally acclaimed musicians
Diane Bish and Susann McDonald pre-
sented an evening of organ and harp re-
cently at Allen Organ’s Octave Hall in
Macungie, Pennsylvania.

Bish, whose television show “The Joy
of Music” is seen weekly by millions of
viewers worldwide, is one of the most
widely recognized organists in the world
today. Her renditions of some of the
famous church music and classics were
bright and exhilarating on the large four-
manual Allen.

Accompanying Bish during much of
the performance was McDonald, one of
the world’s foremost performers and
teachers of the harp. She is currently
chairperson of the largest harp depart-
ment in the world at Indiana University,
where she holds the title of Distinguished
Professor of Music.

Before a sellout audience, Bish and Mc
Donald each performed solo works and
teamed up to perform their own duet
arrangements of many sacred favorites.

Strader Organ
Scholarships
Announced

Three students have been chosen from
the finalists to win the 1992 Strader Or-
gan Scholarship Competition at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati College-Conser-
vatory of Music (CCM), where they will
enter graduate or doctoral studies in
organ this fall.

Each winner will receive a full-tuition
scholarship and the top two were
awarded a monetary prize, through the
generosity of Cincinnati organ-music
patrons Mr. and Mrs. John J. Strader.

This year’s first prize ($1,500) went to
Kevin Ballard, who will pursue a doctoral
degree in Organ. Mr. Ballard currently
attends Mankato State University (MN),
where he studies with Dr. Linda Duckett.

Second prize ($1,000) went to Julie
Shelton, who will work towards a mas-
ter’s degree. Ms. Shelton currently attends
Columbia College (SC), where she stud-
ies with Dr. Edmund Shay.

Third prize went to Quincy Dobbs,
who will pursue a master's degree in
Organ Performance. Mr. Dobbs current-
ly attends Valdosta State Collge (GA),
and studies with Dr. Ruth Sisson.

Contestants performed at the Cincin-
nati Christ Church, where they were
judged by Larry Smith, Indiana Univer-
sity; Melvin Dickinson, University of
Louisville; and Robert Town, Wichita
State University. Repertoire required for
the competition included one Baroque
organ work, one Romantic work, and
one work published after 1930. The
announcements of the winners were
made at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Strader during a reception in honor of
the contestants.

E
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A Unique Blend of
Art and Science

A unique blend of art (music) and sci-
ence (psychology) will occur on Sunday,
August 16, 1992, at 4:45 p.m., when Dr.
Thomas R. Clark, clinical and police
psychologist, plays a concert on the Great
Organ of Washington National Cathe-
dral in the nation’s capitol. This concert
is of interest because, in addition to its
celebrating the American Psychological
Association’s Centennial National Con-
vention (August 14-18, 1992) in Wash-
ington, D.C. (where Dr. Clark will be
speaking that Sunday morning), the con-
cert is officially dedicated to law enforce-
ment officers throughout the United
States.

Many police officers from the Detroit
metropolitan area will be attending —
representing several dozen police and fire
agencies for whom Dr. Clark has con-
sulted over the years — ranging as far
north as Waterford Township and as far
south as Tranton (and even as far away
as Halifax, Nova Scotia).

Dr. Clark is Organist of Grace Chapel
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in
Farmington Hill. In addition to perform-
ing major organ works by Bach, Buxte-
hude, Dupre, and Mulet, Dr. Clark will
play an organ fantasia of his own creation
based on themes from the popular An-
drew Lloyd Webber musical, Phantom
of the Opera.

Washington National Cathedral is the
sixth largest Gothic cathedral in the world
and was completed in 1991 after eighty-
three years of work (with temporary
stoppages during two world wars). The
visual and sonic splendor of the Cathe-
dral must be experienced to be believed
and will be a thrilling spectacular envi-
ronment for Dr. Clark’s concert. The
great Ernest M. Skinner/Aeolian-Skinner
organ is universally recognized and ad-
mired as one of the finest in the world
and now comprises 188 ranks and 10,450
pipes (including three grand solo reeds —
Trompette-enChamade, Tuba Mirabilis,
and Post Horn). The instrument now has
complete MIDI capability and multiple
levels of memory in the combination ac-
tion. It is one of the great masterpieces of
American organ building in this century.

Fiftieth Milestone

On April 21 Organ Grinder owner
Dennis Hedberg threw a 50th Birthday
Bash for organist Paul Quarino. Pizza,
cake and ice cream were served to fifty of
Paul’s friends at the restaurant where
Paul has been playing since 1973.
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Host Dennis Hedberg.

Two of the Organ Grinder’s first staff organists: Stephanie and Jay Hedberg supervise the lighting
Paul and Jonas Nordwall, Erv Ewen photos af the candles.
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Church Honors
Fred Hermes

Fred Hermes, well-known mem-
ber of Dairyland Chapter, was re-
cently honored by his church
where he has been "on the bench"
for the past 30 years on Sundays
playing hymns and assisting the
choir. He does this routinely then
‘retreats’ to the lounge for coffee.

His routine was interrupted by
the pastor who blocked his exit and
then devoted Fred's break time to
expounding accolades and testimo-
nial congregational recognition.
He was given a gold ring.

Pop Music Sells
Organ Program

Philadelphia's Civic Convention
Hall dual Moller organ that has
been under restoration and is now
being used, is administered by
Irvin R. Glazer, Restoration Coor-
dinator for the Civic Center Organ
Restoration Committee.

Glazer is contacting various
musical groups, such as the Phila-
delphia Pops Orchestra, headed by
Peter Nero, to include use of the
instrument in what he is promot-
ing as innovative pops concert pro-
grams. He is emphasizing use of
the theatre portion of the organ.

Since the instrument has been
returned to playing condition, he
has compared classical and popu-
lar music being played for various
programs. "On a recent Sunday,
Nelson Buechner, who is curator of
the famed Wanamaker Depart-
ment Store organ, played for one
hour preliminary to a college com-
mencement and was given tremen-
dous applause and cheers from
10,000 people," Glazer explained.
"Other graduations using the hall
and organ had organists who
played heavy classical literature
and the response was less than
enthusiastic.”

"We have eight more commence-
ments coming up and I will work
with each organist to promote con-
text of the successful Buechner
program," he added.
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Home Owner Group
Welcomes Owners
Throughout World

In answer to a letter sent by a
British member of ATOS regarding
involvement in the group consist-
ing of those members who own pipe
organs and have them installed in
their residences, Laurel Haggart,
who heads the sub-club of ATOS,
told the NEWS that any member
owning an organ installed in their
home is most welcome to join.

The Britisher notified the
NEWS that he had written several
times to obtain information about
the club, but had never received an
answer and wondered if the club
might be only for those living
within Continental U, S.

Haggart said that all those who
are signed up in the club receive
mailings of The Glue Pot. The
newsletter contains information
about activities, helpful hints, etc.
and is the line of communication
for everyone.

She may be contacted by ad-
dressing letters to P. O. Box 902,
Lake Arrowhead, Calif. 92352.

Fire Destroys Pizza Console, Piano

Fire, believed to have been started by an overheated DC
power supply, destroyed the four-manual console and the
grand piano of the Wurlitzer organ in Springdale Pizza Par-
lor, which is located in the suburban area of Cincinnati,
sometime Friday, June 5 after the eaterie had closed for
the night. The interior of the restaurant sustained limited
smoke damage, it is reported, but was not damaged by the
flames. It was also reported that a search is underway to
find a replacement console. However, this was not con-
firmed at press time and it was not learned how soon the
restaurant may be reopened for business.
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Miller;, Weiler and
Melcher Winners
In Board Election

Allen Miller, Byron Melcher and
Jeff Weiler were winners in the re-
cently concluded election for Board
of Directors positions.

Total results of the voting are
expected to be announced at the
membership meeting in Philadel-
phia.

Famed Historic Spot
To Go On Market

Early Next Year

An ATOS landmark will be
placed on the market early next
year when Mrs. Helena Simonton
plans leave her 10100 Toluca Lake
Avenue residence to move into a
smaller home, it was learned last
month.

The widow of the late Richard C.
Simonton stated the Toluca Lake
home is now too large for her since
her two sons and two daughters
now have their own places.

It was in the living room of the
residence that ATOS—then known
as ATOE—was organized on the
evening of February 8, 1955.

The residence presently has a
classic 4/63 pipe organ in the liv-
ing room and the 4/36 Wurlitzer in
the residence theatre, The theatre
has a seating capacity of 100 and
is equipped for showing 16mm, 35
and 70mm film.

The classic organ is currently
listed for sale. But the Wurlitzer
will remain in the theatre to be
sold, hopefully, as part of the resi-
dence.

WRIGHT'S HI-FI
RECORDS COULD
BE PUT ON CDs

George Wright's Hi-Fi re-
cordings of the San Francisco Fox
Theatre and Vaughn Wurlitzer or-
gans possibly can be re-mastered
for compact disc recordings if there
is someone or a group willing to
take on the project.

This interesting news devel-
oped late in May when the NEWS
received two letters from members
Bill Lamb, of Princeton, Ill., and
Howard F. Grote, Jr., of Ft. Bragg,
Calif. Coincidently, both letters
were written on May 27, and even
though the two members were not
acquainted, their request for infor-
mation was as coincidental as the
dates on which they wrote the let-
ters.

They both wanted to know who
owns the master tapes of Wright's

—See HI-FI GEMS, page 4—

ATOS Organ Given
Waurlitzer Piano

Donation of a Wurlitzer organ
piano to the De Mille Wurlitzer
organ now being installed by
ATOS National in the Towe Ford
Museum, Sacramento, California
0Old Town district, was announced
late in May. The instrument was
given by member Duane Searle of
Denver, Colorado.

CIC To Buy Rank
For School Organ

Members of Central Indiana
Chapter have voted unanimously
to purchase a Tuba Mirabilis rank
for the Manual High School Wur-
litzer organ, it was disclosed in the
current issue of Ciphers, chapter
newsletter.

Cost of the new rank is $3,680.
It will be purchased from Trivo
Organ Co.

Rich Lewis Wins

'92 Competition

Rich Lewis, 17-year-old Dela-
ware Valley Chapter contestant in
the 1992 ATOS Young Theatre Or-
ganists Competition, has been de-
clared overall winner and also took
top honors in the Intermediate Di-
vision (ages 16 to 18). Junior Divi-
sion winner is Sean Henderson,
age 13, who was sponsored by
Felix Chapter, Australia.

Judges were Dan Bellomy, Dr.
Glen A. Douglas, Julani Ed-
dington, Lyn Larsen, Dr. Chester
(Chet) Summers and J. Clark Wil-
son.
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Kann Plays For
Classic Car Club

Stan Kann excels in two fields—
one hobby, the other profes-
sional—with an aside sphere on
the avocation level. He is well-
known as a musician and theatre
organist. And he has eminence in
the 5,000-member Classic Car
Club as a collector of antique au-
tos. The avocation side also has a
large group—Mr. and Mrs. John
Q. Public know him as a gadget
and vacuum cleaner comedian on
television

Recently his professional bent
melded with his hobby life. He at-
tended the auto convention in St.
Louis and also appeared in concert
playing the mighty 4/36 Fox The-
atre Wurlitzer, plus accompanying
the silent classic The Phantom of
the Opera

"His show was the outstanding
event of the meeting and he was
acclaimed as "our own member" in
Side Mount Mirror, the official
newsletter of the Club's Southern
California Chapter. Kann could
easily be honored by ATOS for his
excellent promotion of T.O.!

Well Traveled Organ
Now In Clubhouse

Whurlitzer organ opus 1840, a
four-rank Model B instrument
went to Cottrell's Opera House in
Thomas, West Virginia in 1928. A
year later talkies arrived and the
organ went back to North Tona-
wanda where a Tibia and some
percussions were added to it.

The organ sailed off to England
and the Regal Cinema in
Colchester, reportedly the home
town of organist Simon Gledhill.
Opened during 193l, it was played
by Tom Walker for the next 32
years. Then the cinema was reno-
vated and the 2/56 went into the
home of an airline executive, who
also owned Compton and Christie
organs as well.

In 1987 another buff purchased
the Wurlitzer and in 1989 it went
into storage. Recently it came out
again and is being installed in the
new Pavilion Clubhouse of a golf
course near Brighton.

It will retain its two-manual
console, but the five ranks will be
linked with ten more Wurlitzer
ranks and a three decker console
with illuminated surround that is
mounted on a lift.

—from News South

Tom Gnaster Back;
In Concert July 31

Tom Gnaster, a well-known
name in the theatre organ concert
field six years ago, is returning to
the concert circuit July 31. He will
play a program for Chicago Area
Chapter at the Van Der Molen
residence in Wheaton, Ill. at 8 pm.

Boston Is Bare Of

Organ Sales Stores

It is reported that electronic or-
gans are no longer sold within the
city limits of Boston, Mass.

According to organist Bob
Legon, during the 50s and 60s
there were over ten organ dealers,
but today it is necessary to go out-
side the city to find any stores that
sell organs.

Dennis James With
Symphony At Orpheum

"Dennis James and the 50-piece
symphony were outstanding at the
Vancouver, B. C. Orpheum The-
atre May 29," stated well-known
buff Steve Levin, who writes An
Acre of Seats In A Palace of Splen-
dorinT. O. The film was Flesh and
the Devil, and the accompaniment
was superb—it followed the action
superbly," he added.

Two more shows are slated for
next year with James and the or-
chestra furnishing accompani-
ment for The Thief of Bagdad and
a double feature Buster Keaton
program—The High Sign and
Sherlock, Jr. The orchestra will
also accompany City Lights with-
out organ assistance.

"Gee Dad" Gets New Host; Founder Moves
To Phoenix, May Start Another Show There

What is probably the nation's leading radio theatre organ show, Gee
Dad, It's A Wurlitzer! lost its founder-host Hal Sanguinetti at the close
of the May 81 program over KPCC, 89.3 FM in Pasadena, Calif., and the
show is now to be hosted by Steve Bramall.

Sanguinetti has moved to Phoenix, Arizona where he has opened a
distributing business. He told the NEWS he plans to send tape segments
to Pasadena from time to time for use on the program, and that he ex-
pects to start a similar radio show in the Valley of the Sun region.

The Pasadena show was off the Air June 14 due to a special KPCC
two-day show and Bramall returned to the air with it June 21.
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Eest HO
Compact Discs Costs

Are Higher In Australia

Noted in the May issue of TOSA
News, official newsletter of the
New South Wales Division of the
Theatre Organ Society of Austra-
lia, is the cost of compact discs.
Two U. S. CDs—one with Ann Leaf
and Gaylord Carter, and Rich-
mond theatre Organ Society's Roh
Rhode platter The Byrd Sings, are
selling for $26 apiece.

Two Organists Try
Out Big Civic Organ

A recent tour of the massive
Atlantic City Convention Hall or-
gan by members of Delaware Val-
ley Chapter took in the eight
chambers of the huge instrument
of over 33,000 pipes and its main
seven-manual console.

Blind organist Candi Carley-
Roth and Andy Kasparian braved
complications of the 400-plus stop
tablet console and played the or-
gan. "No romantic ballads were
performed," it was reported in Lift,
Delaware Valley newsletter.

Larsen In England

For Tour, Teaching

Lyn Larsen held a theatre organ
workshop at the Colorado State
University June 22 through 24 and
then went to Great Britain for a
brief concert tour and master or-
gan class.

On July 5 he will play a concert
at Worthing Town Hall and on
July 11 he is slated to conduct his
theatre organ master class in Lon-
don.

His organ/orchestra show in
Pasadena for Los Angeles Theatre
Organ Society last May has been
rated as one of the finest of its kind
ever presented. The show has been
signed to play again in Sexson Au-
ditorium next year.

Denver
Wourlitzer Awaiting
Damage Payment

Denver's Paramount Theatre
Wurlitzer suffered water damage
due to carelessness of roofers last
fall and the instrument remains
unplayable. There was extensive
damage caused to the relay sys-
tem, wiring and solo chamber
pipework.

It is reported the Historic Para-
mount Foundation and the
theatre's staff have had countless
meetings with representatives of
the insurance companies that have
policies on the theatre building,
but settlement of the claims has
not been reached. The Board of the
Paramount Foundation is working
hard for a settlement so the organ
can be repaired and used again.

The organ is one of the few re-
maining original installations and
is one of only two twin console or-
gans in a native theatre environ-
ment. From its opening in August
1930 into the 1940s the organ was
played nightly by organists Eloise
Rowan and Jackie Kaderly. They
were advertised as Jackie and
Jean, according to information
published in Pipes Along The
Rockies, newsletter of Rocky
Mountain Chapter.

RTOS Has Decals
Rochester Theatre Organ Soci-
ety now has a static cling decal
that can be placed on a car wind-
shield. It is easily removed a num-
ber of times and can be moved to
other cars or windows. Each mem-
ber of the Society recently received
a decal in the issue of the newslet-
ter. The new type decals are also
for sale by the Society and can be
purchased for fifty cents apiece, it
was announced.
. N D N S D e S e
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A Barton-Beat Adds To Dance Class Instructions In lllinois

ATOS International NEWS 3
July 1992

TEACHER -ORGANIST Cary D'Amico at the console of the Barton or-
gan in the Elmwood School of Dance, Elmwood Park, Illinois teaching dio is this trompe l'oeil scene framed by a valance and cur-

a tap dancing class. The organ is used six days a week.

San Diego Summer
Organ Festival Set

San Diego's famed Spreckels
Outdoor Organ in the Organ Pavil-
ion at Balboa Park is the scene of
the fifth annual Summer Organ
Festival July 6 through August 31.

Classical concert presentations
will be heard July 6, 20, August 3,
10 and 31. On the lighter side, pop
style entertainment is set for July
13, 27, August 17 and 24.

Gaylord Carter appears July
27—Movie Night—and will accom-
pany Harold Lloyd's Safety Last
and That's My Wife, a Laurel and
Hardy comedy.

On August 17, Tom Hazelton
plays a program ranging from Bach
to Vierne to Gershwin and Andrew
Lloyd Webber.

Carter Given Big

Ovation At Orpheum
Gaylord Carter received a pro-
longed standing ovation June 3 at
the Los Angeles Orpheum Theatre
following his accompaniment of
Buster Keaton in The Camera-
man, a Disney silent cartoon, and
sing along. It was the opening pro-
gram in the Los Angeles Con-
servancy's Last Remaining Seats
film series that are shown in four
of the big movie palaces on Broad-
way in the downtown area.
Carter, who is advertised as a
National Treasure, also garners
wild acclaim when he plays the
silent series at the Ohio Theatre,
Columbus, in August each year.

THEATRE ORGAN

In Elmwood Park, Illinois at 7332 Diversy Avenue, there stands
a nondescript building—just another store building—that houses
the Elmwood School of Dance. The facade is plain. In fact, the
dance studio reception room looks like most other office recep-
tion rooms; just a regular office.

Anyone walking in front of the building would probably never
consider there is anything unusual about it unless there happens
to be a dance class in session. Then there's a decided difference
noted—organ music is heard. Most people would credit the sound
to a loud stereo playback system. Even if they walked into the
studio, they still might believe it to be a stereo system because of
the deep resonance and some vibratory sensations.

And they could still have the same idea if they glanced straight
into the studio proper until they noticed the trompe 1'oeil scene
at the far end of the room continually disappearing and reappear-
ing and causing the music to undulate between loud and soft

The mystery of the music would finally be solved should they
turn their heads to the left. They would see an organ console with
an organist—teacher Cary D'Amico—playing and instructing his
students. It is really a Barton beat.

Actually, the organ is opus 181, a 2/9 Barton that was originally
installed in the Harvard Theatre, now demolished. Marc Hansen
and owner Cary D'Amico rebuilt the chests, relay, trap actions,
etc., during a period extending from 1981 through 1984. Jim
Gruber, Gruber Pipe Organ, located missing pipework for the
instrument; about 60 pipes were not in the organ when D'Amico
acquired it. It was finished, up and playing, finally, in 1986.

The swell shade opening was reduced to four feet high by eight
feet wide so that the organ doesn't blast the ears of pupils. The
painting on the swell shades was done by Paul Punke.

Used six days a week, for approximately four hours each day,
the Barton has been trouble free except for the blower. It has been
in the shop three times in the last five years! The instrument has
never ciphered, D'Amico says.

This is believed to be the only dance studio in the world hav-
ing a theatre organ that is used during class instruction. Although
the instrument has decidedly quite a bit more volume than a pi-
ano it is not overbearing and students enjoy the uniqueness of
having theatre pipe organ music for practice.

If you happen to be in the neighborhood during the week, stop
in and have a look and listen. You may not hear a formal concert,
but you will certainly hear a Barton that's paying its way!

FLAPPING SCENERY—At the south end of the dance stu-

tain. It is painted on the Barton swell shades

Leslies Are Still An
In Thing In Australia

Leslie speakers are still an in
item in Australian organ circles,
according to an article published in
VOX, the official newsletter of the
Victorian Division of the Theatre
Organ Society of Australia.

The Pakenham Organ Club has
membership in the Victorian divi-
sion and sent word that they had
held a successful function which
raised money towards purchase of
a Leslie tone cabinet 700 series to
add to the Hammond the club uses
at the Pakenham Bowls Club.

There appeared to be one slight
problem—Pakenham people can-
not find a 700 series Leslie! Word
has gone out throughout Australia
to locate a unit, but nothing has
turned up.

Is there anyone in the world of
ATOS who can help them? If so,
please send the information to
ATOS International NEWS and it
will be forwarded to Australia.

Collection Sold Out!

In previous issues of the NEWS
it has been noted John Ledwon
had assembled a collection of Style
D Wurlitzers. This was true, but
no longer. He has sold the last or-
gan which was purchased origi-
nally to keep it from being broken
up.

Ledwon is now down to one or-
gan, his residence Wurlitzer, and
that keeps him busy. It has grown
to 43 ranks and a new console.
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Hi-Fi Gems

—continued from page one—
Hi-Fi recordings and wouldn't it be
wonderful if these musical gems
could be produced on compact disc
format! The NEWS staff sent word
to Robert Power, who owns Banda
Records and has been closely asso-
ciated with the famed organist. It
was not known by the staff at this
time who owned the original mas-
ter tapes or where they were lo-
cated.

On June 3, Power called the
NEWS to express his appreciation
for receiving the information and
disclosed that he had purchased all
the Hi-Fi masters from the estate
of the previous owner.

He said he had thought of re-is-
suing the recordings but felt the
master tapes really belonged to
Wright and that he had subse-
quently sold them to him.

Upon receiving the information
about the two ATOS members who
had written the NEWS, he called
Wright to tell him about the letters
and questioned if consideration
had been given to putting them out
on CDs. "The tapes are in beauti-
ful condition with very little hiss
that would be no problem to clean
up," Powers said. "But George told
me he isn't interested in doing this
himself," he added.

But then he disclosed what
could amount to an excellent op-
portunity. "George said that if any-
one wants to take the responsibil-
ity to re-issue them on CDs, he is
willing to discuss selling the entire
set of tapes," Power said.

He invites those who are inter-
ested to write him in care of Banda
Records, P. O. Box 392, Oxnard,
Calif, 93032.

30 = JULY/AUGUST 1992

HAZELTON JOINS
ALLEN ORGAN CO.

On Monday, June 22, G. Tho-
mas Hazelton joined the Allen Or-
gan Company after resigning his
position as Tonal Director of
Rodgers Instrument Corporation
in Hillsboro, Oregon.

He is moving with his family to
the Allentown, Pa., area and will
utilize his talents in the market-
ing and organ performance divi-
sions of the Allen Company, it was
announced.

Who Has A Copy Of

Cinema Fanfare?

"I've heard Leon Berry and oth-
ers play Cinema Fanfare, but can't
locate the music anywhere," mem-
ber William M. Newton wrote the
NEWS, He has picked out the tune
by ear, but still has hopes of find-
ing the music. Can any member
help him by telling him where it
can be purchased? His address:
1730, Clifferest Drive, Duncan-
ville, Texas 75137.

Maes Is Still Finding
Long-Stored Organs

It has been said there are more
organs in storage than there are
up and playing—and organ broker
Bob Maes seems to agree. He's re-
cently been from one end of the
country to the other and has pur-
chased two large Wurlitzers.

During May he was in Califor-
nia—Sacramento to be exact—and
bought the 3/16 Style 260 Wurlit-
zer owned by Bob Hagan who re-
portedly has had it in storage for
the past 12 years. It was originally
installed in a New York theatre.

The second purchase, also a
Style 260 was the 3/19 stored in
Cincinnati, Ohio which came from
a theatre in Philadelphia. It also
had been in storage for a number
of years.

Also, while in Cincinnati, Maes
uncovered and purchased a collec-
tion of old electrical theatre fix-
tures. He noted they are decorative
golden era movie palace pieces.

Organ Concerts Are Better If They
Have Features, Several Artists Say

COS Splits Work And
Play School Planning

Cinema Organ Society officials,
concerned that the Annual Work-
shop had lost its direction, in that
it had become more of a social
event than—as originally in-
tended—a genuine workshop
aimed at helping organists im-
prove their technique, have de-
cided to separate the two func-
tions.

The Workshop will now be de-
veloped more on the lines of the
USA master classes idea. Social
events will be organized for those
not wishing to have such in-depth
instruction, it was announced in
the June issue of COS Newsletter.

Moller Kin Returns To
East After Calif. Stay

Peter Moller Daniels, former
senior vice president of Moller
Organ Co., and one of the last of
the family owners of the firm, has
moved from California to Cham-
bersburg, Pa. He had been in-
volved with an organ building firm
in the west, but it is not known if
he will become associated with any
attempt to assist the present own-
ers of the nearby Hagerstown firm.
It is reported the present Moller
owners are seeking financial assis-
tance from state and local sources
to enable them to restructure the
company.

In its early history the Moller
firm founder was involved in the
production of automobiles in addi-
tion to organ building.

Eddington CD Will
Be Sold At Conclave

Joint planning by Central Indi-
ana Chapter and 18-year-old or-
ganist Jelani Eddington to produce
a compact disc and cassette tape
recording on a 50/50 basis has re-
sulted in the artist creating an
excellent musical treat that will be
available at the ATOS National
Convention in July.

Titled Here's Jelani, a review
copy of the tape version was sent
to the NEWS staff. There is no
doubt but what it and the compact
disc will prove to be excellent sell-
ing items.

Robert Ridgeway, who engi-
neered the recordings, said Ed-
dington was one of the easiest
people he has ever recorded; it was
all done in one or two takes. "What
a pleasure he was to work with. I
am certain he will go far in our
Society since he is both competent
and gracious—an unbeatable com-
bination!

Eddington played the Manual
High School Wurlitzer for the re-
cordings.

Three Organs Heard

Regularly In Chicago
Two theatres—the Arcada and
Patio—are using their theatre or-
gans for intermission solos. The
third instrument is heard every
Sunday at Hotel Baker in subur-
ban St. Charles during the brunch
period. The Chicago Theatre Wur-
litzer is heard during special
shows presented in the theatre.
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Barry Baker

ATLANTA
Georgia
404/928-1513 or 404/641-7159

The well-known Barry Baker of Ft.
Thomas, Kentucky, who had played for
us magnificently in April 1990 and
August 1991, did it again March 29. This
time we met to hear him at Theatrical
Paraphernalia, where sits Charles Wal-
ker's 3/9 mostly Morton with Kimball
console plus xylophone, harp and glock-
enspiel. With his imaginative registra-
tions and harmonies, his fast and frequent
registration changes, his flexible runs, his
nimble footwork and his virtuosity in
any and all of the twelve keys, Barry
made that organ sing.

Since we last reported on Barry (THE-
ATRE ORGAN, Nov/Dec. 1991), he has
been graduated by Southern Ohio Col-
lege (Cincinnati) with an Applied Busi-
ness Degree in Audio/Visual Production.
Last year he completed two and a half
years of extensive classical piano studies
with the noted teacher, David Hobbs,
Professor of Music at Eastern Illinois
University. He is currently Principal Or-
ganist at First Church of Christ, Scientist
in Newport, Kentucky. He is also House

Organist at the Ronald F. Wehmeier
Residence in Cincinnati, where he has
presented many concerts on the immacu-
lately restored Wurlitzer — one of the
largest theatre organs in the Midwest.

Rick McGee at the 2/6 Marr & Colton of the Gains-
wlle Whitmires. Clay Holbrook photo

THEATRE ORGAN
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Barry's program included a variety of
favorites, for example, “At Long Last
Love,” “They All Laughed,” “A Corner
of Heaven With You,” and “What Is This
Thing Called Love,” and, in memory of
the late Dave Junchen, “Dancing in the
Dark.” He wound up with “Do Nothin’
Till You Hear From Me” and “The Slap
Happy Polka,” encoring with “Of Thee |
Sing.” It was an exciting afternoon and
we thank Barry Baker for the return
engagement. (B.H.)

On what one observer called a lovely
autumn day in April, a healthy number
of chapter members drove the 54 miles
northwest of Atlanta to Gainesville,
Georgia, and converged upon the Whit-
mire Health Food store. Over the store is
located chapter members George and
Barbara Whitmire's 2/6 Marr & Colton
pipe organ, Georgia’s only M&C. It was
originally installed in the Gaiety Theatre
in Ottawa, Illinois.

The artist was our own multi-fingered
and multi-talented Rick McGee. His un-
usual program went from “From This
Moment On” to “That’s All Right.” He
played the tunes in keys from A major to
F minor and just about all the keys in be-
tween. His arrangements included the
music of the rarely heard verses to the
more familiar choruses. Rick’s programs
are always interesting and enjoyable.

Since our last meeting at the Whit-
mires, in November 1990, George has
added to the organ a Clarinet, a Piano
and a Whatzit. What's a Whatzit? It's an
88-note piano-player hooked up to some
old teletype (yes, teletype) equipment
that together permit piano and/or organ
to be played by player-piano rolls! Our
Charles Walker engineered this gizmo,
and George used his Bell Telephone ex-
perience to put it together. Barbara and
their daughter Kay Mumtower used to
be the only organists of the family, but
now George can play the organ, too.
And do those rolls have talent!

Afterwards there was open console
and plenty of healthy snacks. Everyone
enjoyed the great hospitality of the Whit-
mires. (C.H.)

Bill Hitchcock and Clay Holbrook

The Whitmire's 'What-Zit."

CEDAR RAPIDS (CRATOS)
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
319/362-4093 or 319-4645

We have had a busy spring. On Febru-
ary 9, we had a membership meeting at
the Paramount and featured Chris Nel-
son of Willowbrook, Illinois, as our
artist. The program was well received
and enjoyed by all those attending. A
social hour and open console followed
his concert, rounding out a fine after-
noon.

On March 17, Simon Gledhil was the
artist for our Spring Spectacular. It was
a fantastic evening which brought many
fine compliments. His performance and
personality were the greatest. Many in
attendance enjoyed visiting with him be-
fore, after and during the intermission of
his concert. An “Afterglow” with some
of the members and Simon was held at a
local restaurant. We look forward to a
return engagement!

Our March 28 social was at the home
of Bill and Pat Peck — our chairman and
secretary. They recently purchased a
Rodgers theatre organ from Margaret
Burkhart, whose husband, Bob, passed
away last December 17. He was a former
chairman of CRATOS. The Peck resi-
dence was filled with people and music
with a few “die hards” staying beyond
midnight! Both the organ and piano
were made use of for solos and duets by
various members. (continued. ..)
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CEDAR RAMDS AREA THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY
PRESENTS JIM RIGGS AT THE MIGRTT WHFRT 7

Jim Ruggs “Old-Time Theatre Festival.”

On April 9, Jim Riggs flew in from
Oakland, California, to perform for our
fourth annual “Old-time Theatre Festival”
program in conjunction with the Cedar
Rapids Public School system. Approxi-
mately 1,900 fifth grade children from
the local schools were there for the 9:30
a.m. performance and another 500 to
600 fifth graders from surrounding towns
were in attendance for the 11:00 a.m.
show. Jim did a fine job as he had done
last year, giving a “tour” of the organ
with the aid of colored slides of the vari-
ous ranks of pipes and toy counter. Song
slides were shown on the full-sized screen
consisting of tunes the fifth graders had
been taught at the schools relating to the
1920s. A few of the tunes were, “Yes, We
Have No Bananas,” “Tea For Two,”
“Margie” and “Sweet Georgia Brown.”
They outdid themselves singing and
what a thrill to hear 1,900 young voices
raised so enthusiastically! The short silent

TIER

comedy, Liberty, with Jim's accompani-
ment was well received by all. CRATOS
is pleased to sponsor this with the public
school system. All material for the stu-
dents’ study before the actual perform-
ance was prepared by the Cedar Rapids
Community School personnel — John
Fitzpatrick, the Fine Arts Program Facili-
tator (and a member of CRATOS) and
Marva Livengood, Elementary Music
Coordinator. The school system is con-
sidering changing the program from a
spring event to a fall one. If that materi-
alizes, we will be sponsoring an artist for
two shows this year!

Tours of the Paramount Theatre are
given by me to groups upon request.
After a tour of the building (including a
visit to one of the organ chambers) |
demonstrate the various ranks and toy
counter effects of our 3/12 Wurlitzer fol-
lowed by several selections and addi-
tional requests! Recent groups included

Where the Art
of Sonic Clarity
is Redefined.

On-Location Digital Mastering

Mastering Technology

phenomenal!”
product ... a true professional!"”

contact James R.

Fuli-Service Recording & Production Company
Compact Disc & Cassette Manufacturing
Sonic Solutions Digital Editing Suite

Professional recording experience since 1965
Exceptional Quality using Proprietary

“On the cutting edge of the “art"of recording pipe organs."
Walt Strony (“Phosmix "

“The sonic clarity and realism achieved in his recordings is
Chris Elliort (“Shuffie Off To Bullale™)

“... an exercise in smooth production ... a "FIRST CLASS"
Jim Riggs {"Granada’)

When you demand the finest in Digitai Organ Recordings.
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DIGITAL SONIC PRODUCTIONS
_ 450 W. Rand Road
Mt Prospact, IL 60056 - (708) 670-0025, FAX (708) 670-0213
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Simon Gledhill Spectacular.

Rockwell-Collins retirees, a bus load of
48 from Moline, Illinois, and 60 third
graders from one local elementary school.
The third graders thought the Para-
mount and the organ were “really neat.”
All donations and/or per capita charges
are deposited to our chapter bank
account to help with maintaining the
Wourlitzer.

Plans are being formulated for our
annual picnic as well as our Christmas
party. Contracts with artists for our 1993
Spectaculars have been signed. More
about that in the next issue.

Our October 17 Spectacular will fea-
ture the artisty of Ty Woodward. We
look forward to his return engagement.
He performed here several years ago and
received a fine review in our Cedar
Rapids Gazette.

From the above, it's obvious we have
had a busy year so far and it will con-
tinue as such. George K. Baldwin
- 0

/g
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JEFF WEILER

Silent Films

Christopher Claypoole Management, Inc.

4100 Audubon Rd.
Detroit, Ml 48224
313-882-8600

THEATRE ORGAN




CENTRAL CENTRAL
FLORIDA INDIANA

Tampa/St. Petersburg Indianapolis

813/546-0564 317/787-4865 or 317/255-8056

President Bill Shrive reports that the
February meeting at the home of John
Otterson was well attended and an open
console was enjoyed by all. Bill hosted
the March meeting and demonstrated his
new roll-player unit. Plans for the May
meeting are indefinite as of this date, but
the June meeting is scheduled to be held
at the Tampa Theatre. Meetings are held
on the second Sunday afternoon of the
month unless otherwise announced.
Please contact President Bill Shrive for
additional details (phone number above).

The City of Tampa has approved
funds for repairs to the Tampa organ
which was slightly damaged in an acci-
dent two years ago. Richard Gleason
and his crew are continuing to chase
down wind leaks in the chambers of the
Tampa Theatre Wurlitzer.

The City Council of Pinellas Park has
approved funds for adapting the Civic
Hall to house our Baby Wurlitzer. Bill
Shrive has refinished the top of the con-
sole. Bob Foody and Joe Mayer have re-
wired the contacts, rebuilt the manuals
and spaced and mounted the stop action.

Visitors have been welcomed in recent
months from Portland, Oregon; Lon-
don, England; and several mid-western
cities.

Several chapter members are planning
to attend the Leroy Lewis concert in Or-
lando on April 26. Approximately eight
members are known at this date to be
planning to attend the National Conven-
tion in Philadelphia during the summer.

John Ambler

In March we met at the Hedback The-
atre where we heard a beautifully pre-
sented program by Tim Needler. His
opening number was “Bojangles of
Harlem” by Jerome Kern, a little-heard
composition. Then a medley by Harry
Warren, “We're in the Money,” “Jeepers
Creepers,” “You'll Never Know,"” “Sep-
tember,” “Remember Me,” and “Lullaby
of Broadway.” For a change of pace,
Tim accompanied Sheila Hudson who
sang “Danny Boy."”

Some further selections included “Five
Foot Two,” “Laura,” Cole Porter’s “You
Do Something to Me,” and a dedication
to former members and friends, “Here
Comes That Rainy Day Again.”

As many of you may know, Tim is
very active with National, serving pre-
sently as Convention Planning Coordin-
ator and has served as president of CIC-
ATOS in the past for a total of six terms.
It's always a pleasure to hear Tim play
and the “little” Page organ at the Hed-
back is an instrument much appreciated
by all who hear it and play it.

April saw members traveling to West
Lafayette, Indiana, to the Elliott Music
Hall on the Purdue University campus.
There we listened to a wonderful pro-
gram played by Jelani Eddington, who
did a magnificent job on the new Allen
Theatre organ. Jelani seems to improve
with “age” (that’s an inside joke, consid-
ering he begins college next September!).

Among Jelani’s selections were “Any-
thing Goes,” “My Silent Love,” “The
Song is You,” Let’s Fall in Love,” and a

piano solo suggested by Tim Needler,
which Jelani called a finger-buster —
“Nannette.” Indeed, a finger-buster and
very well played. He closed with a med-
ley from La Cage au Folles and encored
with a dazzling rendition of “Dizzy Fin-
gers.” Well worth the trip to Lafayette.
Chapter members approved two reso-
lutions recommended by their board:
1) to purchase a Tuba Mirabilis for per-
manent installation in the Manual High
School Auditorium Whurlitzer, and 2) to
become partners in the production of
Jelani Eddington’s first recording, which
will be on the Manual organ. By the time
you read this, the cassette should be
available for purchase. We are all look-
ing forward to this recording event and
to having a professional recording by
Jelani in our music libraries.
Josephine Beeler

CENTRAL OHIO
Columbus
513/652-1775

March 22 it was our pleasure to host
the chapter for its monthly meeting: on a
pleasant (read that no rain) afternoon 32
members and guests journeyed to Ur-
bana, Ohio, where we have a 3/14 mostly
Waurlitzer in our home. Our “guest artist”
and now we're pleased to say “member
artist” was Mary Damron of Mansfield,
Ohio. Mary did not escape our attention
last year when she played for us at the
Renaissance Theatre and it was with a
great deal of pleasure we welcomed her
back for this occasion. Early in her musi-
cal experience she studied piano and for
the past 12 years she has been dedicated
to the theatre organ, having studied under
Mr. Gene Love, of the Mansfield area.

(continued. ..)

CPE PRODUCTIONS proudly announces the first compact disc recording of the incredible

CHRIS ELLIOTT

Shea’s

‘ ‘ .the best of the best. .

the theatre organ world. ..

Buffalo 4728 Wurlitzer pipe organ—

.several years from now..this
recording (will be) one of the very few ‘classics’ in

recording you will hate you;self It gets the highest
possible recommendation.” —7heatre Organ Magazine
SHUFFLE OFF TO BUFFALO <* WAIT FOR TOMORRON <~ ESPANA CANI <~ KISS ME KATE MEDLEY <~ ISN'T IT ROMANTIC <~ THE LADY IS A TRANP

if you don't buy this

SHUNFTFLE OFF
TO BUFFALQY

LOVING <~ THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA SELECTIONS <~ IN MY GARDEN o BESS, YOU IS MY WOMAN NOW <+ SOUTH PACIFIC SYMPHONIC SCENARIO

CD—%$18.75 <~ Cassette—$12.75
All our CD recordings are “true DDD” digital recordings.

Also available

“That's Entertainment” Chris’ highly acclaimed first CD. Recorded on

the card,

the Wilcox 4/48 Warlitzer, Gig Harbor, Washington. CD $18 Cassette $12

“Organ Fantasia” Chris’ classical organ CD), recorded at St. Andrew's

Church, Pasadena, California. CD $I8

THEATRE ORGAN

All prices include postage and handiing. Outside Continental U.S. add $3
per item, US. funds only, please. California residents add sales tax.
VISA and MASTERCARD orders gladly accepied. Indicate card type,
account number, expiration date, and your signature as it appears on

CPE PRODUCTIONS

P.O. BOX 705

MENLO PARK, CA 94026-0705
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CENTRAL OHIO cont.

So after our customary business meet-
ing, we quickly turned our attention to
the console as Mary opened her program
with “Granada.” Her selections included
such beautiful numbers ad “Begin the
Beguine,” “The Song is You,” “You And
The Night And The Music” and “Mem-
ory.” And, of course, she had to play the
host’s favorite, “Laura.” Using Tibias in
low to mid-range with a carefully chosen
counter melody she generated a beautiful
haunting refrain that shall remain in our
memory for a long time to come. In
many of her arrangements, the strong in-
fluence of Bill Irwin could be detected. It
was no surprise she was asked to do an
encore; for this she chose “The Bumble
Boogie” — a cute novelty tune.

After Mary vacated the bench it was
open console time and it wasn't long be-
fore we heard from a number of member
artists. Meanwhile, others filed one flight
up for a delectable potluck meal. After
you sample some of that cuisine you
know all our organizational talent isn't
necessarily at the keyboard.

It was the second time around for
Melissa Ambrose Eidson at the console
of the coveted Warner/Kearns/Carson
organ. This beautiful instrument, re-
stored by Mr. Ken Crome, continues to
be the centerpiece of Mansfield’s Renais-
sance Theatre. April 5, the next to the
last of the season’s organ series, we wel-
comed back this attractive, assured
young lady. We won't give away her
entire repertoire but we were especially
impressed with her rendition of “Love

Changes Everything” from Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s production Aspect of Love, as
well as the Glenn Miller theme song and
all-time favorite, “Moonlight Serenade.”
The 8-2" Tibia open harmony in Steven
Foster’s “Jeannie With The Light Brown
Hair” was gorgeous and something we
have come to anticipate in many of
Melissa’s arrangements. She's rapidly
emerged as a confident mature performer
and we hope to see her on an early return
engagement.

The air was crisp but the day turned
out beautiful with a clear blue sky as we
converged on the Shady Nook restaurant
near Millville, Ohio, on April 12. There
to greet us was the very hospitable Van
Jones, outgoing fun-poking resident or-
ganist and vocalist. Through a special
arrangement, our 30 members and guests
were hosted before the afternoon dinner
crowd arrived so that we could have a
turn at the fabled one time WLW studio
Wurlitzer at open console. This vener-
able augmented 4/30 instrument, in-
stalled by the late Stanley Todd, features
a four-manual keydesk from the Chicago
Theatre that had the distinction of being
Helen Crawford's slave console.

A short business meeting was con-
ducted by President Betty Polsley after
which we heard some of our members at
the console, coaxed by Van to come
forth regardless of their playing skill —
but, alas — sometimes were a timid
group and this was one of those days;
there weren't many takers. When it came
to the cuisine and the service, however,
we found we couldn’t ask for anything

vl /

— Concerts—
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Box 305, Ft. Thomas, KY 41075 = 606/781-4011

‘Donna Parker

Donna Parker Productions, Incorporated
Post Office Box 6103 ¥ Aloha, Oregon 97007

better — then add Van's playing and
vocal skills to the mix and you had a
delightful afternoon. We're all in agree-
ment — we're going to make this a regu-
lar stop on the circuit.  John R. Polsley

CHICAGO

AREA
708/953-2380
or 313/282-0037

After a long winter's hibernation,
spring is finally here. CATOE doesn't
hold back its concert schedules, especially
when the weather gets nice. As a matter
of fact, they take advantage of it.

On March 8, we held our monthly
social at Downers Grove North High
School. Our artist for the day was Chris
Nelson presiding over the 3/10 Waurlitzer
(formerly from the Ohio Theatre, Lima,
Ohio, this instrument was installed here
in the late 60s and early 70s). Chris is a
relative newcomer to our club. His father,
Norm Nelson, was an early member of
CATOE in the mid-1960s. Chris prides
himself on playing upbeat selections. He
leans to the standards and favorites of
yesteryear and he describes his method
of performance as “love songs with a
schmaltz!”

Chris" good sense of humor was evi-
dent when one of the selections we would
hear was “Whispering!” I'm sure all of us
can relate to his statement about a proud
mom listening to her son practice or play
at a recital: “Oh, honey, please play
‘Whispering!" That's my favorite and

thEY'“ love it, too!l” (continued. ..)

for booking information:

(503) 642-7009

Ashley
- diller

aago.

U\mis+a|<a-b|

Now Booking the 1993-1994 Season

Represenﬂad by:
George Andersen
201-447-3517

M.P. Tne. Box 68 Waldwick, NI 07463
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and the Alabama Theatre’s
Mighty Wurlitzer Pipe Organ
CD - $20.00 postpaid (U.S.)

Cassette - $12.00 postpaid (U.S.)
Overseas orders add $3.00

Send orders with check or money order made payable to:
RIGGS-ALABAMA THEATRE RECORDING
P.O. Box 2372
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SONIC CREATIONS INC

BUILD YOUR OWN ORGAN or let us pu;ld all
GREAT NEW TONE GENERATION or part of it for you

ACTIVE FILTER VOICING - MIXTURES MODULAR
(IN KIT FORM OR ASSEMBLED) SOLID STATE
RELAY SYSTEMS
AMPLIFIERS and SPEAKER SYSTEMS for
LOW NOTE PEDAL SYSTEMS PIPE ORGANS
SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG you tguild
we guild

e

SONIC CREATIONS INC
P.O. BOX 758 CORTEZ CO. 81321

PHONE (303) 882-4532 (let us quote)

Planning On Building:
ﬁA 15/480 with about 1000 Stops and about 150 Pistons?
~+~ No problem. We can handle it!

ﬁA 2/4 Pit Organ with about 40 Stops and about 10 Pistons?
~~ No problem. We can handle that, too!

And in both cases be compelitive with any system on the market!

The Artisan Peloq sqsiem utilizes onlq as mucl’n compu}er power

as is necessary to do “‘le jol).

* That makes any size system economical to ins*a" 2

@ftware provided at no charge. Send for a free dzsg

For informATION, WRITE TO:

Instruments, Inc.
6450 NE 183, Seattle, WA 98155
PH: [206] 486 6555 FX: [206] 485 6743
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CHICAGO cont.

CATOE changed its April social loca-
tion from the Copernicus Center to the
Patio Theatre. This swap was due to the
organ being shut down for extensive re-
storation and reconstruction. It was at
the Patio on April 5, that Jelani Edding-
ton performed a superb mini-concert.
Since Jelani’'s overwhelming win at the
1988 ATOS National Convention in
Portland, his style, poise, and maturity
are evident with one song after another.
He never fails to amaze us. When Jelani
arrived in the Chicago area, he began his
practice sessions immediately. Chairman
Bill Rieger joked that his practice on the
3/17 Barton lasted for over three hours
the previous day. “Jelani enjoyed it so
well that he decided to come back today
and practice some more; this time with
an audience present.” Frankly, Jelani is
so accomplished | don't think he needs
any practice!

Clark Wilson at the Mundelein console.
Pat Roach photo

Although it was not a CATOE func-
tion, the Chicago Theatre and its man-
agement presented an organ concert with
Jerry Nagano at the 4/29 Mighty Wurlit-
zer. Two stage acts were also presented
as well as Buster Keaton's silent film
classic, One Week! Due to poor press
releases, attendance figures were a dis-
appointment.

Program Chairman Mildred Berry
continues to flouish as she was responsi-
ble for putting together our first public
show for 1992 in May, billed as “Munde-
lein in Spring!" National favorite Clark
Wilson presided over the 4/24 Wurlitzer-
Gottfried at the University of St. Mary
of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein. A
beautiful time of the year to be out-of-
doors and to take a drive into the coun-
try and enjoy the beautifully landscaped
and well-manicured grounds. Clark, as
always, presented an outstanding con-
cert. Some of the selections were songs
arranged and recorded by John Seng
when John was associated with this in-
strument in the 60s. Our attendance was
an overwhelming 640 people; nearly
every seat occupied. Jim Koller
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CONNECTICUT
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VALLEY ﬁﬁl
203/651-4813

We presented Allen Mills in concert on
March 21, at the Shelton High School.
With the theme “The Theatre Organ
Goes Hollywood,” Allen presented a
musical history of films beginning with
Disney favorites and progressing through
familiar movie scores accompanied by a
slide show of rare and seldom seen
photos of movie greats.

The April 5 meeting was held at the
Thomaston Opera House and marked
the first meeting there in quite some
time. The opera house, built in 1884 on
land donated by a son of clockmaker
Seth Thomas, is considered acoustically
superb, and we look forward to the re-
sumption of concerts there now that the
fire code has been satisfied. Our artist on
April 5 was Joy Zublena, a musician and
performer who has taught many of our
members to play theatre organ. Joy de-
lighted us with her renditions of several
Leroy Anderson songs, a Dick Leibert
composition, and concluded with a skill-
fully played “Toccata” by Widor.

We were saddened to learn of the
passing of Leonard Floyd Raver (1/8/27-
1/29/92) who taught at Yale, Hartt,
Juilliard and Union Seminary over the
years. A memorial concert, played by his
students, was given on March 28 at the
Church of the Ascension in New York
City. Anyone wishing to make a memor-
ial contribution to Juilliard School should
contact: Ms. Jane Gottlieb, Librarian,
The Juilliard School of Music, 60 Lincoln
Center Plaza, New York, NY 10023-6588.

On May 2 the Austin 3/12 at Shelton
High School came alive under the skillful
hands of Hector Olivera. Hector's pro-
gram, a mix of classical and pops,
demonstrated his fantastic ability to im-
provise and utilize every possible part of
the instrument. His concluding number,
“Tico Tico” ended with a bridge into
“Flight of the Bumble Bee” which he
played on the pedals. He received a well-

deserved standing ovation. Don't miss
this fine performer when he performs July
8 at Dickinson High School!

CUMBERLAND VALLEY

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania
717/263-0202

The restoration of the original Moller
theatre organ in Chambersburg’s Capitol
Theatre is approaching a significant mile-
stone. With the installation of a Dev-
tronix relay system well underway and
the addition of a fourth manual nearly
complete, the Solo chamber is expected
to be in voice in the very near future.
Components of the Main chamber are
next in line for restoration. Chapter
members are eagerly anticipating again
hearing the Moller, which has been silent
for over three years while undergoing a
complete overhaul, redesign, and en-

largement. Bob Maney
EASTERN
MASSACHUSETTS

Wellesley -
401/772-7247

Our Babson March 14 concert had Jim
Riggs at our Wurlitzer console for the
first time. It was a cold night, but he
soon warmed up his large audience as he
came in wearing a hat, coat and gloves.
This unusual entrance brought him good
applause and many laughts. Jim opened
with a rousing, fast-tempo “El Capitan
March” by J.P. Sousa. This was followed
by “The One | Love Belongs to Some-
body Else” in the style of Jesse Crawford,
the first of several identified with “The
Poet of the Organ.” A “Porky Pie” num-
ber with a mid-Eastern flavor, “She’s The
Girlfriend of the Whirling Dervish,”
clued us in that this artist enjoyed play-
ing some of the more obscure selections
— a refreshing change. A greatly embel-
lished, “In a Cafe on the Road to Calais”
was a production number to which he

had obviously given much attention and
again to “On a Slow Boat to China” with
his own individual stamp, also to “Lu
Lu's Back in Town.” Mr. Riggs gave us a
fine Duke Ellington medley as well as
ones by Walter Donaldson and Irving
Berlin.

After intermission, our organist came
in with an appropriate bright green bow
tie and sox, being just before St. Patrick's
Day, as he launched into “Silver Heels.”
This was followed by the second of two
short sing-alongs with Irish numbers. Jim
adequately showed his silent movie
accompaniment ability as he cued a very
comical Liberty with Laurel and Hardy.

One of Kate Smith's radio themes,
“Twenty Million People,” was heard for
the first time in many years. “Lullaby of
the Leaves” was the vehicle for some
great pedal work and a jazzy treatment.
One would not think this song to be
appropriate for excursions, yet it came
off. With the Berlin medley Jim's finale,
the deservingly long, lusty applause and
standing ovation brought him back for a
great march which almost makes one get
up and step off, “Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine.”

Mr. Riggs is much too young to have
been on the scene during the heyday of
theatre organs, yet his penchant for music
of that era makes for authentic interpre-
tations. Suffice it to say that he makes
good, listenable music and what more
can one ask?

Member Michael Bigelow was our
capable March 22 meeting artist. A few
of his program highlights were the Bugs
Bunny and Sesame Street themes, “Ol
Man River,” and his favorite, “The Lord’s
Prayer.” Our Eastern Pipes editor, Stu
Hinchliffe, had the honor of having
“Happy Birthday” played for him with
all present joining in.

Mike received “a good hand” for his
efforts and had a lively, constantly in-
creasing tempo, “South,” for his encore.
Bob Legon had a ten-year-old pupil,
Casey Carter, play three selections and
then repeated one as he played obligato.
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EASTERN MASSACHUSETTS cont.
This small lad has potential and was not
the least bit intimidated by the large con-
sole. Carter’s younger brother, Joseph,
also had one number for us and their
proud parents and friends beamed listen-
ing to the abilities of their offspring.

April 12 we heard two more members
as our organists. The daughter of the late
“Flying Fingers” Larry Bray, so well-
known in this area, Carol Bray Moeller,
led off with “Ukelele Lady” and included
a medley of “Fats” Waller selections in
her impish style. An Irving Berlin med-
ley came off nicely on our 235 Special as
did such nostalgic numbers as “When |
Lost You,” “This Year’s Kisses” and “All
Along.” Carol ended her brief program
with “All By Myself.”

Myron Bigelow, father of Mike, invited
us musically to “Come to the Cabaret”
as his opener followed by a spirited “Hey,
Look Me Over.” Myron included a long
medley of Victor Herbert favorites, a
patriotic, “Oh Beautiful for Spacious
Skies” and ended with two hymns — a
good variety. Stanley C. Garniss

"Stow Boat
to Chicna

featuring
BILL VLASAK

in his newest digital recording
An impressive and entertaining collection of music
of the 1940s played in the unique style of Bill Viasak
on the 4/42 Paramount Music Palace Wurlitzer.
Included are such unforgettable favorites as: Laura,
Rum and Coca Cola, Opus One, I'll Buy That
Dream, The Booglhe Wooglie Piggy, It's Been A
Long Long Time, and much more!
CD - $18.00 ppd
Cassette (Real Time) - $14.00 ppd.
Also Available:
BILL VLASAK AT THE PARAMOUNT
LP §11.00 ppd. Cassette $12.00 ppd.

W]V PRODUCTIONS
P.O. Box 19746 / Dept. A
Indianapolis, Indiana 46219

Ashley Miller at Trenton War Memorial.

Jinny Vanore photos

GARDEN STATE ‘5 ‘M

New Jersey -J'v
609/888-0909 or 201/445-1128

March 29, Ashley Miller — Trenton
War Memorial. Although the tempera-
ture was hovering around 30° at night
spring was just waiting to burst into
color. What better way than to have
concert artist Ashley Miller play a won-
derful medley of “Welcome, Spring,
Music.” His great opening, lasting several
minutes, was “Undeniably Ashley.” His
program contained an interesting, varied
selection of music, all very enjoyable.
After intermission, Ashley accompanied
a sing-along slide presentation which
gave all the would-be Pavarottis a chance
to shine.

The last buffet on the stage for the sea-
son followed the concert. Evidently
word of the excellent food has spread
and many more members and potential
members came and enjoyed the food and
open console music.

Qur record shop was delighted to sell
all of Ashley’s new recording, “Undenia-
bly Ashley,” which had just been re-
leased. All in all, another delightful Sun-
day concert experience.

The fifth and final concert for the sea-
son at Trenton was April 26. The concert
artist was Lew Williams. Garden State
members first heard Lew in concert back

Lew Williams at Trenton War Memorial Moller.

in 1986. Because of many requests, he
has been returning each year since, mak-
ing this concert his sixth appearance.
April is a wonderful month because win-
ter is on its way out and spring is on
everyone’s mind.

After a rousing Sousa “Washington
Post March,” as a starter, Lew introduced
a musical “Spring is Here” medley with
even a clever, bright, descriptive grass-
hopper tune. The concert included selec-
tions ranging from pop to well-known
classical selections all performed in the
“Williams” style. Once again we enjoyed
our special donated Sharp Vision Projec-
tor which presents a wonderful closeup
of the artist’s hands and registration. The
stage was not available to us after the
concert, but our VP Chuck McSloy and
his partner Ron Abata graciously opened
their Case Lido Restaurant for us.

We are looking forward to our Sum-
mer Concert Series at Asbury Park, New
Jersey. Crew Chief Russ Sattur has con-
tinued enlarging and refining the Kilgen
pipe organ to concert standard. Our
GSTOS FREE Summer Concert Series
begins Sunday, July 12, as 3:00 p.m. and
continues every Sunday until September
6. The artists will be: July 29, Don Han-
sen; August 2, John Cook; August 9,
Bob Legon; August 16, Lee Erwin; Aug-
ust 23, to be announced; August 30,
Martin Boehling, September 6, Ashley

. %"

Truh; a 4-star recording...

MIGHT axo MAINE

Michael Maine plays
THE MIGHTY THEATRE ORGAN
of Portslade Town Hall, England

highly recommended”

- THEATRE ORGAN MAGAZINE
U.S. %12 (post paid): Regent America
11760 S.W. Gaarde Street, Tigard, Oregon 97224
U.K. £6 (post paid): Regent Recordings

44 Southover Street, Brighton, East Sussex BN2 2UE
DIGITAL RECORDING - CASSETTE ONLY

Miller. Jinny Vanore
KARL COLE
For Booking Information:

P.O. Box 62773
Cincinnati, Ohio 45262
513/793-0503

SPRINGDALE MUSIC PALACE
12185 Springfield Pike, Route #4
Cincinnati, Ohio 45246
513/671-0437
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GULF COAST
Pensacola, Florida
904/932-3133 or 904/433-4683

It's summertime here now and the liv-
ing is easy. Work is at a standstill until
our next concert which will be Ken Dou-
ble, doubling (if you will forgive the pun)
morning and evening to entertain on our
wonderful 4/25 Robert-Morton in our
historical, restored, Emile Weil-designed
Saenger Theatre here in Pensacola.

Qur Prez-of-many-hats, Scott Brodie,
arranged for 1700 school children to see
and hear Ken in the morning, before he
took off for a month in Hong Kong. The
Prez, that is, not Ken. We had school
officials, police guides, ushers, etc., to
arrange to transport these middle-school
children to the theatre for a program
planned just for them. (Hope we don't
run out of popcorn).

Being a pro at the microphone, I am
sure Ken will find this duty a “piece of
cake.” We are counting on having new
theatre organ fans. We will tell you all
about it in our next notes.

Qur last board meeting welcomed a
new member, Rabbi William Schwartz.
His wit and expertise will add to our
standing roster of outstanding local men
in the professional sector.

Curt Goldhill, our great assistant to
our main technician, Jimmy Scoggins,
took slides of our chambers so Ken Dou-
ble could show our school crowd just
what the pipes look like up there in that
dark room above the stage. The word
“chamber” will be strange to them. Also,
we have some “real” pipes to have on
stage to demonstrate what a pipe of a
pipe organ looks like.

We have lined up Ty Woodward,
Kevin King, and Clark Wilson who all
follow Charlie Balogh who plays for us
next. This will include an open console,
which has proved successful the past two
years. Bring your music and come on
down! Dorothy Standley

@ o !

John Weisner at Hamnmi organ and Y.amaka
keyboard at Rollorama. Mina Lungen photo

HUDSON—

MOHAWK
518/885-1928

On March 30, we met at Rollarama, a
skating rink in Schenectady. John Weis-
ner, the rink organist, was our host for
the evening. He played a Hammond B-3
plus a Yamaha DX-9 keyboard with Allen
Organ amplification. Attendance was
good. Many members put on skates and
found they hadn't forgotten how to enjoy
this type of exercise. Others were given
the opportunity to exercise their fingers
at the console. The variations in each
organist’s playing delighted the skaters
and those of us who were spectators.
Everyone, including the management,
had a pleasant evening listening to the
lovely skating tunes.

“Every seat in the house (Gus Pratt's
house in Voorheesville, New York) was
taken” on April 27 when Ashley Miller,
famed Radio City Music Hall organist,
spoke to the Hudson-Mohawk chapter.

Mr. Miller took members back to his
early years when he played in a church
on Sundays and in a theatre on week-
days. He told how a traditional organist
friend used to remark, “Ashley plays
legitimately on Sundays and illegiti-
mately the rest of the week.”

Dick Leibert introduced Mr. Miller to
the 6,200-seat RCMH and its 4/56 Wur-
litzer shortly after World War II. Miller
was hired as associate organist in 1946,
later becoming chief organist in the 50s.
The club was delighted when Ashley
played one of his RCMH medleys on
Pratt’s 3/10 mostly Wurlitzer.

Ashley Miller wearing T—s!:t"rt presented to him by
Ned Spain. Ira Freedman photo

Mr. Miller shared a fascinating assort-
ment of facts about the theatre, its fabu-
lous stage shows and, of course, the or-
gan. Among them: ® He became ac-
quainted with the organ and its capabil-
ities by staying after the last show and
practicing until 2:00 a.m. ® The RCMH
organ is a one-of-a-kind instrument.
e Large, unfilled space between the
curved internal walls of the auditorium
and the straight external walls of the
building affect the organ’s volume.
* When RCMH was built, no provision
was made for the organist to enter the
curtained console alcove unnoticed by
the audience. As a result, organists had
to enter and leave via a hole that was
knocked through the concrete fire wall.
* Miller and other organists used a rear-
view mirror to watch the conductor
when organ and orchestra played to-
gether. ® Besides overtures, stage shows,
and special numbers, the big Wurlitzer
was used to entertain departing patrons
after the end of one performance and
newcomers arriving for the next show.
® A Rockette (dancer), properly attired
and seated at the second console, some-
times “played” a duet with Miller. She
dramatically went through the motions
and gave the illusion of an accomplished
organist at work. Mistakes were no pro-
blem. The fuses in the console were
pulled!

On behalf of the chapter, co-program
chairman Ned Spain presented the guest
with a T-shirt bearing the Hudson-
Mohawk logo. Transportation for Mr.
Miller was arranged by Joe and Jinny
Vanore, while Helen and Bill Menz served
the refreshments.

Mina Lungen and Ira Freedman

-

& .their recital **..perhapsthe *_Thisistruly **..one of the & arewarding
was thrilling! finest piano- a terrific most unigue and
Gerry and organ coupling duo!?? concerts memorable
Kurt pre- that | have Steve Adams, everin evening for
sented an ever heard,*® Thearre OrganJournal  Birmingham.”  the audience,
hour of David Shepherd Gary Jones, offbeat, fresh,
musical Cinema Organ Society, Theatre Crgan Journal satisfying.*
bliss.** i Enos Shupp,

Steve Adams, “Vox Humana'',

Dickinson Theatre
Theatre Organ Journal Omnsw&h?

For Concert Information or Bookings Contact: GERRY GREGORIUS
1633 N.E. Halsey Street » Portland, Oregon 97232 » 503/281-6922
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JESSE
CRAWFORD

Montana- !
Northern Wyoming R
406/248-3171 or 406/259-5555 ~

The Jesse Crawford Archives thanks
Mr. Len Eich of Snohomish, Washing-
ton, for donating sheet music of Craw-
ford's “Old Virginia Moon” and many
interesting items of memorabilia. Mr.
Eich resided in Chicago in the 1930s while
Crawford was there. Crawford opened
studios for organ instruction in Chicago
in 1936. A letter from Crawford to Eich
states: “This is the first time in my entire
career that | have given organ instruc-
tions . . .” There will be a special Chicago
Convention issue of our journal, The
POET, next year.

Member Charles Eiferle of Piedmont,
California, is Past President of the Oak-
land Community Concert Association
and is featured before each community
concert playing the 4/27 Wurlitzer at
Qakland's Paramount Theatre.

Eiferle hails from Lansing, Michigan,
where he began piano studies with La
Vern Hansen Allen. In 1937 he was or-
ganist at the REO Clubhouse Theatre in
Lansing. After graduation from Lansing
Central High School, he continued his
studies in Chicago where he studied with
Leon Rosenbloom at the Sherwood
School of Music. Comedienne Phyllis

Charles Eiferle at console of Barton organ at the
Michigan Theatre in Lansing, Michigan, 1940s.
Eiferle Collection Photo

Chalres Eiferle at the Paramount Theatre, Oak-

land, California. Eiferle Collection photo
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Depnction of Jesse Crawford commemorative stamp
designed by Dr. Edward |. Mullins

Diller sat behind him there; they are still
friends. He also studied with Molly Mar-
golies at the Chicago Musical College
and theatre organ with Mildred Fitz-
patrick. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy in
1940, spending over two years in the
South Pacific during World War II. He
organized a choir while serving in New
Zealand and kept up his music as best as
he could.

After the war he was house organist at
the Michigan Theatre in Lansing where
he did live radio broadcast on the three-
manual Barton theatre organ, “Michigan
Theatre Matinee,” over radio station
WHLS. Mr. Ransom Ili Olds, automobile
pioneer (Oldsmobile and REO) and Lan-
sing socialite, engaged Mr. Eiferle on the
occasion of his wife’s 85th birthday and
the couple’s 60th Wedding Anniversary,
June 5, 1949, to play the pipe organ in
their South Washington Avenue man-
sion for the occasion. Charles recollected
that Mr. Olds requested that he play
“When | Grow Too Old to Dream” while
the couple held hands. Mrs. Olds passed
away not long after their anniversary.
The Olds mansion was demolished a few
years later for a new freeway.

He also played the Aeolian-Skinner
pipe organ in the 164-room Meadow
Brook Hall, residence of Mrs. John Dodge
Wilson north of Detroit. A 1954 news
clipping shows him appearing as Ham-
mond organist at Cunningham'’s Mariners
Lounge at Fisherman's Wharf near Port
Huron, Michigan, for the third season.
Again he did live broadcasts every Sat-
urday night over WHLS from the rest-
aurant.

Mr. Eiferle taught at the Wilde Con-
servatory of Music in Lansing and the
San Lorenzo, California, Adult School.
He holds a California lifetime state teach-
ing credential. He has appeared twice on
the podium at the Qakland Paramount
Theatre conducting his own 24-piano,
San Lorenzo Adult School Piano Ensem-
ble, in concert. He has performed
throughout the country and plays pro-
fessionally in the San Francisco Bay
Area. Interestingly, he gave the first piano
concert for women of the press and radio
covering the first United Nations meeting
in San Francisco.

The United States Postal Service will
issue a series of commemorative postage
stamps honoring American musical giants
in 1993. In April 1992, there was ballot-
ing on two versions of a stamp honoring
Elvis Presley. The Jesse Crawford The-
atre Organ Society has been trying to
persuade the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory
Committee to recommend that the Postal
Service issue a stamp honoring Jesse
Crawford since 1987, before we affiliated
with the ATOS.

ATOS President Vern Bickel recently
wrote a letter to the Postal Service sup-
porting a stamp to honor Crawford. The
possibility of getting such a stamp issued
is greatest at this time. If they don't in-
clude Crawford in this series, chances are
they never will. We are urging ALL
ATOS members to write a letter to the
Citizens’” Stamp Advisory Committee
recommending that such a stamp be
issued. Committee members are not pos-
tal employees but are the persons who
make recommendations for commemor-
ative stamps. A file was established in
1987 for Jesse Crawford. Correspondence
is placed in this file for review by the
committee. Please write to: Citizens'
Stamp Advisory Committee, United
States Postal Service, Philatelic Affairs
Department, 475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW,
Washington, DC 20260-6700. Ed Mullins

on the

5 manual
205 rank
11,499 pipe
Moller Organ

v Church
tte, NC

Friday
September 11
8:00 p.m.

704+543+1007
(MC/Visa)
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John Lauter at Krughoffs. Hal Pritchard photo

JOLIET AREA

Joliet, Illinois

Qur traditional St. Patrick’s Day party
was celebrated in great style with John
Lauter, staff organist at the Detroit FOX,
taking command of the mighty Krughoff
Wourlitzer. John was so impressed with
the installation that he translated his feel-
ings into some stirring renditions. The
club is doubly grateful to John as he was
our host during last year’s bus trip to the
Detroit area.

The April social took place at every-
body’s favorite watering place, the 19th
Hole. Owner Bobby Roppolo and Don
Springer treated us to some rousing duets
on the fine Barton and a souped-up
Hammond. Open console brought a par-
ade of members to the console.

What a blast at the VanDerMolen
studios to welcome spring! Wild Man Bill
Tandy supplemented Martha Morton'’s
super pipes with some of his electronic
gadgetry and brought the house down
with his inimitable, raucous jazz piano.

Meanwhile, work sessions continue
every Monday night at the Rialto. Cook-
books are still selling well and the “Keep
The Music Playing” raffle tickets are
doing equally well. All of this activity is
to raise funds still needed to bring the
Barton into prime playing condition.
The fund-raising effort was given a big
boost when Lyn Larsen made an impas-

sioned plea from the console during his
March 22 show at the Rialto and then
brought President Lee Maloney to the
stage and presented him with a crisp
$100 bill for the restoration fund. The
audience responded by filling a brandy
snifter in the lobby, which prompted
Mildred and Leon Berry to donate $500
to the cause. Thanks to Lyn, Mildred
and Leon and all who are supporting this
effort, Hal Pritchard

LAND O’LAKES
St. Paul-Minneapolis
715/262-5086 or
612/771-1771

Spring has arrived in Minnesota —
after a whole week of sunshine. Now, if
we don't get an unexpected nippy night |
might even have a bountiful showing of
lilacs this year.

Had to miss an Organaires session at
Ted and Marguerite Espe’s home on
March 19 because of a “swell-elegant”
party hosted by Bob Hegland, a friend of
mine who was celebrating his 25th service
anniversary with 3M. Bob recently be-
came a member of Land O'Lakes Chap-
ter.

Simon Gledhill played for a full house
at the Phipps Center for the Arts in Hud-
son, Wisconsin, on March 20. The audi-
ence was overwhelmed by friendly
Simon and his wonderful efforts were re-
warded with a standing ovation.

Great progress is being made in the re-
novation of the Phipps Center and it will
be absolutely stunning on its completion.

April 12 was another exciting day — a
fund raiser at the State Theatre in Minne-
apolis for the benefit of the Mighty Kim-
ball being installed at the Minneapolis
Convention Center. A silent film festival
in continuous showings from noon to
7:00 p.m. included old timers with Bus-
ter Keaton, Charlie Chaplin, Laurel &
Hardy, Harold Lloyd, etc., concluding
with Cecil B. DeMille’s King of Kings
with Jeff Weiler, Ed Berryman and Mike
Grandchamp accompanying the films and

a sing-along at a three-manual Allen
theatre organ leased from the Maranatha
Hall of the Northwestern College. Bill
Eden, LO'LTOS associate, filled in for
Joe Ducibella, ATOS, who was scheduled
to present a history of the theatre organ
but at the last minutes had to cancel. A
shiny classic Packard was parked in front
of the State Theatre to be photographed
and available for any who wished to ride.

I arrived home from attending a
grandneice’s wedding in South Carolina
in time to go to Bill Lundquist's home on
April 23 for an Organaires session. The
Conn Bill acquired from Clarence Mun-
son several years ago is always a delight
to play.

Lillian Swanson, longtime ATOS and
LOLTOS member, reached her 90th
birthday on April 11, 1992. She has been
clearing out all her musical treasures so
that when “her time comes” her family
will not have the task of sorting out, dis-
carding, and deciding what to do with
hundreds of organ records, organ in-
struction and exercise books, music folios
of the 40s, sheet music, tapes, etc. Now,
instead of scattered throughout her home,
boxes and boxes are stored in my garage!
Among the treasures were news clippings
— a letter address to the Editor dated in
June 1973 from Clarence Munson, for-
mer member of LOLTOS and the Or-
ganaires, captioned “Save The Organ,”
referring to the municipal organ in the
St. Paul Auditorium on 5th Street where
many high school graduations took place
to the unforgettable “Pomp and Circum-
stance.”

Another news clipping dated Decem-
ber 6, 1974, described efforts to save the
Masonic Temple, a sturdy, stone struc-
ture built in 1919, located on East Sixth
and Smith in downtown St. Paul, which
was scheduled to be demolished to make
way for a new freeway (I-35), but instead
was gutted by fire in 1981, The fire and
destruction of the building was a big loss
sustained by the City of St. Paul.

Enough now of history and days gone
by, and I hope I haven't bored you by
my ramblings, Verna Mae Wilson

George

Wesner

ORGANIST, Radio City Music Hall
also appearing with Pianist, FRED DAVIES

THEATRE ORGAN CONCERTS ® CLASSICAL RECITALS
CONTEMPORARY DUO CONCERTS

Elizabeth Kesselring, Representative
144 NORTH BEVERWYCK ROAD, SUITE 239 ¢ LAKE HIAWATHA, NEW JERSEY 07034-1909

201/887-8764

40 » JULYIAUGUST 1992

THEATRE ORGAN




LOS ANGELES
Glendale, California
213/217-9202 or 818/792- 7084

Hal Sanguinetti, popular “Gee Day, It's a
Wourlitzer!” radio show host, introduced
Ron Rhode, former resident organist at
the Organ Stop Pizza in Mesa, Arizona,
on Sunday afternoon, March 15, when
Ron played at Pasadena City College.
Although Mr. Rhode has played for
LATOS before, this was his first appear-
ance at the Ross Reed Wurlitzer. Ron
presented an appealing and varied pro-
gram with lots of show tunes and movie
music from the 30s, 40s and 50s, as well
as marches and classical and contempor-
ary popular music. His opener, “I Feel a
Song Coming On” was appropriately
followed by “Red Lips Kiss My Blues
Away,"” “Isn't it Heavenly,” “Together,”
and “Please,” a Bing Crosby song.
“March of the Steel Men,” as written for
two bands, was outstanding, and a med-
ley from Phantom of the Opera was a

Lyn Laren and fack Bethards at Pasadena City Cuz’t’gc.

real crowd-pleaser. For his closing num-
ber Ron played the late David Junchen
transcription of “The March and Proces-
sion of Bacchus” by Delibes as a tribute
to David.

Dwight Thomas made his West Coast
debut at San Gabriel Civic Auditorium
on Saturday, April 11. He put the three-
manual, 16-rank Waurlitzer through its
paces. Dwight, a student of John Fergu-
son and a winner of the ATOS Young
Artist competition, had the prestigious
honor of having his “The All-American
Music of Irving Berlin” compact disc sel-

if)lltl

by Patrick Lajko

At last!

Authentic electronic rank extensions, percussions and |

complete ranks to add to your pipe or electronic organ. Or useit fora §

complete electronic Wurlitzer organ!

¢ With our proprietary design which is part digital and part analog, you
¢ get accurate reproduction of any pipe rank, trap or tuned percussion.

| Perhaps the only electronic Wurlitzer Tibia with the correct
tremulant is now possible with Digital Pipes. N

¢ With Digital Pipes you can get

v Pedal extensions to 32’ with accurate attack and decay |

o Nearly any rank is available - from 61 to 97 notes
including Tibia, Vox, Post Horn, Oboe, Kinura and Principal

v Harp, Xylophone and other percussions available
Demonstration tape only $10
For complete information, call Mon-Fri 10am - 5pm Pacific time

=2

| CDE Software

(206)-937-8927
4017 - 39th Ave SW __ Seattle, WA 98116

r'w
sy

Zimfota

Duwight Thomas

ected by Time magazine as one of the ten
best of the year in 1991. A sizeable crowd
came out to hear this young organist
from the Paramount Music Palace in
Indianapolis, Indiana. A very know-
ledgeable musicologist approach to his
program made an interesting evening. Of
particular note was the commentary con-
cerning Franz Liszt’s “Second Hungarian
Rhapsody,” which can be heard in a
Daffy Duck and Donald Duck cartoon
and also in the recent film, Who Framed
Roger Rabbit? Dwight made numerous
comments about Irving Berlin based
upon his considerable research of the
composer for the award-winning album.
Of course, many Irving Berlin tunes
were on the program as well as music
from other composers of that era. An
outstanding rendition of the theme from
Beauty and The Beast was well accepted
and his rendition of the tocatta from
Widor’s Organ Symphony was very well
done.

Hector Olivera will be at the big Moller
console at Pasadena Civic Auditorium
on July 25. Wayne Flottman

GREAT
SCOTT!

SCOTT SMITH PLAYS
'THE WICHITA WURLITZER
Selections:
There's No Business (ike Show Business » Since | FllFor You »
Wolverine Blues » “Wizard Of 0z° Selections =

Serenota # Love For Sole »
The Bay Next Door ® Beyond The Bhve Harizon

mhmmm
$14.00 (US) Postpod
A8 Ok 4 3.0 For Shpg

Please oow 34 weeks for delivery

relocate.

RESTAURATEURS!

Boost your sagging business with an artist that
plays proper theatre organ traditionals AND
current pop music and much in between, from
memory. Don’t have a theatre organ? Artist
will consider leasing large Rodgers organ. Will

CANDI CARLEY-ROTH

1402 Neshaminy Valley Drive

Bensalem, PA 19020
215/750-9438
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L to R:
Charles Ponzinipio, Robert Duerr and Don Lock-

Patriotic Citizen Award presentation,
wood.

MANASOTA

Brandenton, Florida
813/755-1058

Dorothy VanSteenkiste photo

The May 3 meeting was held at College
Hall on the campus of the University of
South Florida, New College/Sarasota.
College Hall was originally the summer
home of Robert Ringling of circus fame.
It is a fine example of luxury living in the
late 20s.

We were treated to a tour of the com-
ponents of the 30+ rank Aeolian player
pipe organ that once sounded for the
great and famous of an earlier era. The
organ has been silent for several decades.
Perhaps someday we can hear that
splendid instrument once again sounding
in its original setting. A tape of a 1910
Aeolian organ was played in the music
room as a taste of what used to be.

Chuck Pierson gave a mini-lecture on
the control features of a 1920s style pipe
organ. Then, Mr. Richard Lyttle, Uni-

o WURLITZER » MORTON e+ KIMBALL

New
Consoles
Regulators
Chests

P.O. Box 18212
Reno, NV 89511

MORTON « KIMBALL = MOLLER = BARTON * MARR & COLTON
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New Trap Actions

versity Architect, who had arranged for
our use of the building, showed us the
working areas of the organ installation.
This led us from the music room to the
third floor atticand back.  Carl Walker

MOTORCITY
Detroit
313/537-1133

The Young Theatre Organist Compe-
tition was held at the Redford Theatre on
March 8. Susan Lewandowski won in the

Master of Ceremonies Don Lockwood, attired as a
“shetk,” with organist Steve Schlesing, who accom-
panied “Son of The Shetk” at the Redford Theatre

in March. Ray Van Steenhuste photo

MOLLER = BAR

CARLTON SMITH
_ REsTorATIONS

Junior Division and was chosen the over-
all winner. James Trenkle was the winner
in the Pre-teen Division and Bill Arm-
strong won in the Hobbyist Division.
The Pre-teen and Hobbyist divisions
allow more people to become involved,
but entrants are not eligible for the na-
tional competition. The use of student
instrumentalists between organists was
tried for the first time this year and added
a variety to the program.

Steve Schlesing, former Tiger Stadium
organist, accompanied Rudolph Valen-
tino’s last film, Son of the Sheik, at the
Redford Theatre on March 27 and 28.
Adding to the atmosphere, emcee Don
Lockwood appeared on stage dressed as
a “sheik.” The event was promoted on
WCAR radio on March 20 when Don
and Steve, along with former Detroit
Tigers radio broadcaster Ernie Harwell
and Dorothy VanSteenkiste, were inter-
viewed by Larry Benzmen on Senior
Spotlight. Member Virginia Duerr was
honored on the program as “Senior of
the Week” for the countless hours she has
devoted to the chapter, and later was
presented with flowers and dinner for
two.

We presented “Music to Enjoy,” an
evening with Don Haller at the 3/10
Barton, at the Redford Theatre on April
11. A long-time favorite of Redford
moviegoers, Don played in his popular
sing-along style while an array of be-
tween-reel, intermission and advertising
slides from the 20s flashed on the screen.
He also accompanied slides from the

(continued...)
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The Barbershop Quartet with organist Don Haller
and stage manager David Martin (seated), with
Master of Ceremonies Don Lockwood (left) and
chapter member Brian Carmody (right).

Ray VanSteenkiste photo
MOTOR CITY cont.
Arabian Horse Show in Scottsdale, Ari-
zona, where he performed as organist in
February. The Senior Class, a barber-
shop quartet from the S.P.B.S.Q.S.A.,
also won accolades from the audience to
round out an evening of good old-
fashioned entertainment.

The YTOE members of the chapter
presented “Cheers for our Volunteers” at
the Redford Theatre on April 26. An
audio-visual presentation, produced by
Will Walther and David Martin, featured
slides of chapter activities through the
years accompanied by tape recorded re-
membrances of various members. Tony
O'Brien provided background music at
the Barton organ and accompanied the
Charlie Chaplin silent film The Bank.

The chapter was given a Patriotic Citi-
zen Award, for unsolicited daily display
of the national flag, by the Veterans of
Foreign Wars on April 27. Bob Duerr
and Don Lockwood accepted the award
for the chapter from Charles Ponzinipio,
VFW Americanism chairman.

It was with great sadness that we re-
moved the Barton organ from the Royal
QOak Theatre in April. Originally a 3/10
when it was installed in 1928, missing
ranks were replaced and the instrument
enlarged to 16 ranks after we began
maintenance of the organ in 1968. The

organ was then graciously purchased by
Marion Minor Cook and donated to the
chapter, An impromptu three-hour fare-
well concert on March 10 featured many
of the organists who had played for our
Fourth Sunday programs at the Royal
Oak over the years. Over 40 chapter
members turned out for the around-the-
clock removal and crating effort the last
weekend in April, headed by Cornell
Candea. The instrument is now in stor-
age until a new home can be found.

The first phase of our heating and
air-conditioning project at the Redford
Theatre is now complete. A new boiler
has been installed to heat the backstage
area, the offices and storefronts. Funds
are still needed, however, for the air-
conditioning system and forced-air fur-
nace for the auditorium.

Jack Moelmann will play for an all-
Western sing-along as guest organist for
Wild Western Nights, featuring Hot Lead
and The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance,
at the Redford Theatre on July 31 and
August 1. Tony O'Brien will be heard in
concert at the Redford on October 3 and
Lyn Larsen will appear at the Redford for
our Christmas program on December 12.

For more information write: Motor
City Theatre Organ Society, 17360 Lah-
ser Road, Detroit, Michigan 48219, or
phone 313/537-2650.  Don Lockwood

Among the organists who played the Royal Oak's
3/16 Barton at the impromptu farewell on March
10 were; (back row) Brian Carmody, Mark Smith,
Paul Kline, Tony O'Brien, Steve Schlesing; (front
row) fennifer M. Candea, Margaret Tapler, Lance

Luce and Michael Przybylski.

Laura Luce photo
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organ and have a deadline to meet,
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A Riggs concert always means happy audiences
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Jonas Nordwall
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Bob Raymond, Jr. connects cable .i.bfcéu.éiat
in the Ben Hall Wurlitzer at the Lafayette Theatre
in Suffern, New York.

NEW YORK
914/457-5393 or 201/305-1255

We welcomed spring with an April 5
concert by Stan Kann at the Long Island
University/Brooklyn Paramount 4/26
Mighty Wourlitzer. Although Stan fre-
quently appears on New York television
in his comic role, this was his first New
York appearance at the theatre organ.
Stan combined musicianship, keyboard
artistry, personality and humor into a
performance that was not only excellent
theatre organ, but was thoroughly enter-
taining. He opened with the up-tempo
“It's Today,” and played a balanced mix
of selections that included such favorites
as “Ice Castles,” a toe-tapping rendition
of “I'm Beginning To See the Light,” with
a jazz flavor, and medleys that featured
Strauss waltzes and Latin tunes. Follow-
ing intermission, Stan took a few minutes
out from the music to entertain the au-
dience by demonstrating some of the
many “useful” household gadgets that he
often brings with him on his TV appear-
ances. The audience got a good laugh as
he fumbled with his old vacuum cleaners,
necktie presser and postage stamp licker.
Back at the console, however, Stan in-
stantly transformed himself from the
fumbling gadget salesman to the accom-
plished master of the Mighty Wurlitzer.
He closed his program with a rousing
rendition of “The Knightsbridge March,”

Tom Stehle ties the last of the off-set Diapasons in
place in the Ben Hall Wurlitzer.
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followed by “Lover” in response to the
audience’s demand for an encore. In all,
it was a delightful afternoon of theatre
organ music and entertainment. And,
thanks to the hard work of Bob Walker,
Warren Laliberte and Keith Gramlich,
the LIU Wurlitzer is sounding better than
ever.

Meanwhile at the Lafayette Theatre in
Suffern, New York, work is progressing
well on the installation of the 2/9 Ben
Hall Wurlitzer. The blower, swell shades
and engines, off-set chests and percus-
sions are all in place. A loft-structure to
support the percussions has been con-
structed in the chamber, and the regula-
tors and two main chests are currently
being installed and will soon be -winded.
Crew members Bruce Courter, Roy

Stan Kann at the Long Island University 4/26
Wurlitzer.

John Vanderlee, Jr. (left) and Marc Erickson flank
the restored console of Wurlitzer Opus 1861 on dis-
play in the lobby of the Bardavon Theatre in
Poughkeepsie. Chuck Zagicek photo
Frenzke, Rusty King, Dave Kopp, Bob
Raymond, Jr. and Tom Stehle have been
at the theatre most weekends working on
the installation. Crew chief Dave Kopp
plans to have the organ playing later this
summer.

Farther to the north in Poughkeepsie,
at the Bardavon Theatre, the crew led by
John Vanderlee and Marc Erickson are
putting the final touches on the re-install-
ation of that theatre’s original 2/7 Style
E-X Waurlitzer which now belongs to the
New York chapter. The electronic relay
is near completion, and the console,
beautifully refinished in white and gold,
is currently on display in the theatre’s
lobby. This installation is also expected
to be completed later this summer.

Tom Stehle

AlO

PO R NIER I 2y

0 I R I

The Annual Convention of the American Institute
of Organbuilders features classical and theatre organ
recitals, lectures on design and construction,
exhibits by national suppliers, and organ crawls in
Portland and north to Seattle.

Enjoy the elegant Benson Hotel, and the beauty of
Portland and the Pacific Northwest.

4 -7 October 1992

Portland AIO 1992
William Schuster, Registrar
1307 SE Gideon
Portland, Oregon 97202
(503) 231-9566
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Chapter member and fine professional
organist Bill Hanson played for our May
meeting in the Lakewood Theatre, giving
us the opportunity to hear Bill play our
chapter’s Robert-Morton. We, can always
count on him to prepare a new and novel
program to delight our members. On
this occasion, he presented several
“theme” medleys. One of these used song
titles with girls’ names as the common
theme. Since the selections were familiar,
few titles had to be announced from the
console and everyone had an easy time
at this “guessing game.”

In addition to taking a turn each
month playing intermission music on our
Robert-Morton in the Lakewood Theatre,
Dr. Hanson is organist in two local
churches. As if this were not enough to
keep him more than busy, “Doctor” Bill
also has a busy dental practice. To this,
add much quality time spent with lovely
wife Jean, and more children and grand-
children than you can count on one hand.
In spite of all of these commitments, he is
always quick to accept the call to play
for a chapter program or to take an extra
stint as intermission organist at the Lake-
wood. We salute you, Bill, for all you do
for North Texas ATOS. Irving Light

OHIO VALLEY

Cincinnati, Ohio

Another great concert was given by
Father Jim Miller at Emery Theatre, Feb-
ruary 22. He appeared again because so
many of his audience last year asked for
him. His infectious fun and masterful
playing added up to a happy audience.

Just a few weeks earlier, the organ had
endured a leak in two roofs — yes, two!
Our chambers are in the extreme upstage
area and are covered with a tar-paper
roof — just in case the stage-house roof
leaks. This time the rain came through
both.

Bill Ahlert, organ crew chief, related it
this way: “It was discovered when we
noted two shades of the percussion
chamber were not closing. Next I found
V4" of water on its floor. Then we knew
why we had so many dead notes in the
Tuba Horn and Main Vox ranks. The
roofing-felt was not expected to resist a
lot of standing water. The stage-house
roof had been leaking for a long time.
After a heavy rain the water that had
been standing on the chamber roof for
some time, finally broke down the layers
of felt. We immediately contacted the
contractor who had built the chambers
and in a few days we had a new rubber
roof. The University of Cincinnati, owner
of Emery Theatre, had a roofer patch the
stage-house roof.

Thirteen pipes in the Tuba Horn chest
were still damp when Greg Oswald took
them apart. A hurried call to Dave Wein-
gartner confirmed our methods. The
wood wedges holding the reeds were
swollen. Greg dried the reeds and reson-
ators. The water did not get through the
pipes into the chest.

In the Vox ranks the water went right
through the flue pipes into the chest,
wetting the pallets and secondary pneu-
matics which had to be replaced. Since
the Vox chest is very narrow, replacing
the pallets, springs and pneumatics blew
our patience many times. The Tuba pipes

were reassembled and Greg had all but
feontinued...)

James Barton at the Emery Wurlitzer.

Spring rung winners Louis and Harriet Sensel.

Rodney Barbour (left) with Edwin B. Dooley.

andi
CAPRPLEY-ROTH

STAFF ORGANIST
FOX TI—IEATRE DETROIT

ORGAN CONCERTS WITH A DIFFERENCE
also ORGAN/PIANO CONCERTS,

and RESTAURANT GIGS.
1402 Neshaminy Valley Drive
Bensalem PA 19020
(215)750-9438
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three speaking again. Dave Weingartner
came to our rescue and got all 13 speak-
ing again and re-regulated.

Water problems along with other
maintenance gave us a lot of work prior
to Father Miller’s concert. On Saturday,
February 15, we had Glenn Merriam,
Greg Oswald, Don Campbell, Joe Holl-
man, John Hoffman, Dave Weingartner
and myself. Two days before the concert
Gene Wilson tuned the organ with
“assists” from Art Kessler, Glenn Mer-
riam, and myself. Gene also tuned and
repaired the piano.

A new decorative cloak for the console
made its debut at the concert. Thanks to
Marilyn Brewer for making this. And
thanks to Bill Ahlert and his whole crew
who did what had to be done — when it
was needed!

“Spring Fling” was the theme for a
chapter meeting at Emery Theatre,
March 29. It wasn't just another meeting,
but was one of the best ever! A contest
on wearing colorful spring clothes was
won by Mr. and Mrs. Louis Sensel. They
were attired in red and black plaid blaz-
ers, red sweaters and white shirts. They
could have won at any spring style show!

Our guest artist for the day was Dr.
Simon Anderson. Dr. Anderson wears
two musical hats. One is as professor of
music at the University of Cincinnati's
College-Conservatory of Music. The

other is as one of the outstanding jazz
pianists of the area. He discussed the per-
iod of the Big Bands, something many of
us remember too well, and others know
only by records. Though it lasted only
about ten years, it was a “magical” music
period. With Dr. Anderson's word pic-
tures, you were there!

Dr. Anderson, who is an honorary
member of the chapter, was joined by
staff organist Rodney Barbour in organ
and piano duets. Their “Deep Purple”
was a beauty that just melted the audi-
ence. Rodney is organist for the Cincin-
nati Reds, and plays at Springdale Music
Palace as well as being a church organist.

A real treat for radio and TV buffs was
furnished by Ed Dooley, retired chief
engineer of WLW-T. He presented a
1951 film of programs that were being
shown locally on WLW-T and heard on
radio over WLT — THE NATION'S
STATION. Many nationally known
stars such as Rosemary Clooney, Doris
Day, and Andy Williams had their start
at WLW. Live programming such as
Rugh Lyons’' 50/50 Club was common
for many years. It was truly a trip down
memory lane.

As part of the evening's programming,
Joe Hollmann, Art Kessler, Greg Oswald,
Jerry Dulski, and Jim Barton entertained
at the console.

Any chapter that has been involved in
movie booking already knows it is not

T-V Recording
Box 70021
Sunnyvale, CA 94088-4021
408-248-6927

2 our Bt ( don’¥)

Digital Domain Editing, Equalization &
Assembly for CD’s / DAT Mastering

an easy task. But let us tell you more!
Our President Jim Teague, for the past
11 years, has combined his administra-
tive responsibilities with those of film
booker. That means film selection, nego-
tiating and actual booking. That's when
the problems get tough! Will the films ar-
rive on time? (Once the second film for
the night arrived during the showing of
the first film!) Then the problem may a-
rise of bad prints, lousy splices, and the
reactions of the audience who are paying
to watch these films,

Jim has passed this job to another Jim
— Jim Barton, who is a highly talented
member of our organ staff and is thor-
oughly grounded in the movie business.
For his long, hard years of booking, the
chapter presented Teague with a clock in
the shape of a movie reel,

Before Christmas the chapter had a
dinner meeting at Emery with part of the
dinner carried in, part of it catered. The
emphasis was in introducing several
working groups for all members to see in
one group. These included the organ
crew, organ staff, and Board of Directors,
Organists for the evening were Joe Holl-
man, Art Kessler, Greg Oswald, Glenn
Merriam and Claire Lawrence. Tom
Marcum furnished piano music during
dinner, Organists Jim Barton and Gene
Wilson brought the evening to a close.

Hubert Shearin with assists by

Claire Lawrence, Bill Ahlert, Jan Gavin

ANIRERIEAE

ARNDT ORGAN SUPPLY COMPANY
1018 LORENZ DRIVE — P.O. BOX 129
ANKENY, IOWA 50021
PHONE (515) 964-1274

Quality Parts and Service
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SEND $5.50 TODAY FOR OUR
85 PAGE CATALOG
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Solid State Relays 2

Electronic Organ Kits
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Donna Parker and Jonas Nordwall at Cleveland
High School Kimball. Roy Fritz photo

OREGON
Portland
503/771-8098

On April 24, we met at Cleveland
High School for the final concert of the
1991-1992 series. Our featured artist was
Jonas Nordwall, who is an alumni of
Cleveland High. Jonas is a native of
Portland. He keeps a busy schedule per-
forming locally and abroad. In this per-
formance he included selections from
musicals, movies, opera, and several
classical works. Jonas opened with “Yan-
kee Doodle Dandy.” From that moment
on, we knew we were in tor a treat.
The organ responded to his every com-
mand and was especially impressive
during Bach's “Fugue in C Major.” The
gracious and talented artist and now
Portland resident, Donna Parker, joined
Jonas for two selections performed on
the Kimball and on a MIDI keyboard. It
was a fantastic combination of musical
abilities which left the audience wanting
more. Mr. Nordwall put the organ
through its paces with his arrangement
of the silent movie march “The Burning
of Rome."” Jonas closed his program with
Rossini's “Barber of Seville.” For his en-
core he chose the rousing march “76
Trombones” from Music Man.

We are so fortunate to have Jonas
Nordwall in our area. He is one of the
most artistic and skilled organists per-
forming today. He truly is an outstand-
ing artist and he knows how to get the
most out of an instrument,  Rick Parks

ORLANDO AREA
Orlando, Florida
407/282-0911

Our DON BAKER MEMORIAL OR-
GAN project is starting to move along at
a more rapid pace now. In March, we
held our first all-member working ses-
sion. Hazel Hensing, one of our hard-
working and dedicated members, took
on the job as coordinator of the work
crews — not an easy task. The members
were assigned various activities such as
painting and sanding walls of the “con-
sole garage” and chambers, installing
windlines, painting the blower, etc. This
proved to be a very enjoyable and pro-
ductive meeting.

During April and May, our Crew
Chief Ted Campbell, with the help of
Chuck Thomas, completed the windline
installation above and across the 100-plus
foot ceiling of the auditorium. Some of
the chests were moved into the chambers
to await connection. Cliff Shaffer is con-
tinuing his diligent work painting the
console.

Our April meeting was held at the
Dunn Music Company facility in Orlan-
do. Owner/manager Mike Roberts in-
vited our members to hear the new Allen
(MDS-Theatre III) Digital Computer
Organ. Leroy Lewis introduced the organ
by playing a group of arrangements per-
formed in his own inimitable fashion.
Open console followed, and many of our
members tried their luck with this very
fine instrument, while the rest of us en-
joyed refreshments provided by Hazel
Hensing, who is always in there pitching,

On April 26, our chapter sponsored a
benefit concert held in the Lake Brantley
High School Auditorium, where the
DON BAKER MEMORIAL ORGAN is
being installed. Our very generous Leroy
performed on his own “one-of-a-kind”
instrument, a magnificent program as
always. It seems that each time Leroy
plays “Tea for Two" it is his best and it is
perfect, but the next time he does it even
more perfectly — if that’s possible. The
program was capped by a well-deserved

Madison Heights, MI 480714443

-
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rousing standing ovation. Don’t know
where we'd be at this point if Leroy Lewis
and Ted Campbell had not appeared on
our scene a couple of years ago.

As always, Hazel Hensing and June
Thomas very ably coordinated efforts
for the small reception which followed
the concert. The refreshments were pro-
vided by our chapter ladies who are al-
ways willing to jump in and help when
needed.

The very welcome proceeds from the
concert will be used to help to complete
the installation of the DON BAKER.
Unfortunately, we did not fill the 850-seat
house as we had hoped. However, we
did learn a little about running a theatre,
and this experience served as a good “dry
run” for future concerts when our theatre
organ project is completed.

Our Publicity Committee, Wayne
Tilschner, Ed Morganto, and Ron Bower,
did a commendable job getting the con-
cert advertised. As many of you more
experienced chapters know, it takes
many hands to put on such a program,
e.g., ushers, ticket sellers and takers,
light and sound men, greeters, etc. There
is also the very necessary task of keeping
the money and tickets straight. For this
very involved job, we are indeed grateful
to our able Treasurer Frank Norris.
There are just too many helpers to thank
each individual for fear of leaving some-
one out. But the board of directors and
all the members of our chapter express
sincere gratitude to all the people who
pitched in to help make this concert suc-
cessful. We are one step closer to our
goal!

During the next few months our efforts
will be doubled to complete our project.
We are still very much in need of finan-
cial help to get to that point. However,
positive thinking does wonders! In this
regard, a vote of confidence from all of
our members goes out to our president
and prime mover on this project, Cliff
Shaffer. He has done a fantastic job of
keeping us all motivated through our
rough times. Three cheers for Cliff!

Lois Thomson

29384 Mark

313/542-9269
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Offering a complete line of solid state enhancements
for the pipe organ industry
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Marc Hansen takes a break from wiring the Main
Chamber.

Gary Jones at Dr. Paul Abernethy’s Morton-
Wurlitzer.

Greg Owen at the Robert-Morton.

PIEDMONT
2222 A Paterson Street
Greensboro, North Carolina

We have had a very busy quarter,
starting last December with the dedication
of the 2/8 Robert-Morton in the Carolina
Civic Center in Lumberton, North Caro-
lina. This was a free concert and movie
given to thank the community for their
help in installing the organ. Chapter
member Greg Owen performed a sea-
sonal concert and a silent movie.

On January 25, the city of Greensboro
United Arts Council hosted “Arts Show-
case ‘92" at the Carolina Circle Mall.
Chapter members Mac Abernethy, Paul
Abernethy, Ron Biddle, Buddy Boyd,
and Don MacDonald manned a booth to
help educate the public about the 2/6
Robert-Morton in the Carolina Theatre,
Greensboro,

February 15 saw the first public per-
formance of Dr. Paul Abernethy's 3/10
Morton-Wurlitzer. Gary Jones of Bir-
mingham, Alabama, after being assured
that just because we were north of Ala-
bama we were still below the Mason-
Dixon Line, came north to play for us.
Fifty people were present in Paul's home,
chapter members, friends from as far
away as Baltimore, Maryland, and the

2/8 Robert-Morton in Lumberton.

AGO (that other organ club). This basic
3/8 Robert-Morton replaced the 2/8
Morton in the early 1980s. Then last year
a Waurlitzer Clarinet and Tuba were
added with a Devtonix Relay. Everyone
says they never heard the organ sound so
great. The organ now boasts five 16-foot
ranks including a 16-foot Trumpet.

Work in Bristol, Tennessee, continues
with plans to have the organ playing by
the end of the summer, The winding is
complete and all that is left is the rebuild
of the console and Solo chamber to relay
wiring. The chapter wishes to thank
Marc Hansen for his surprise visit and
help at Christmas.

We wish Buddy Boyd a safe trip as he
travels to Israel again this summer for
business.

Don MacDonald at the society’s booth helping to get the word out.

Complete cassette and disc production
On-location recording

Aupro Arrs

From your master tape...or let us record in digital stereo.

To discuss your project, call or write: Fred Bruflodt

WALTER STRONY

ORGAN CONCERTS

320 W. Cypress Street ® Phoenix, Arizona 85003

602/256-7720

228 University Dr. = East Lansing, M| 48823 = (517) 332-8084

Write for information on concert availability
or to receive a current catalog of recordings.
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PINE TREE

Old Orchard Beach, Maine
207/283-1140

or 297/967-3534

Ayup, we're still in business. We
Downeasters take a bit longer, but we
never give up. From 1991 to present, we
meet April to December because of the
snowy winters in these parts. Contact us
if you are interested in our summer sche-
dule — we'd love to see you.

Mighty nice things have been happen-
ing. We've been rebuilding the 3/13
Waurlitzer (former New Rochelle, New
York, RKO). We releathered the relay
and some chests, installed PVC windline,
simplified the wiring, and had the organ
tonally regulated. Tom Hazleton was the
first to play it in the summer of 1991. He
was pleased to find a 3/13 totally restored
with no electronics.

Several demonstrations were given for
local school children, sixth to eighth
grades, by organist Bill Pilcher of nearby
Saco, Maine.

A donated Phantom of The Opera film
was played by Bob Legon and an old-
time vaudeville show with Benny Rheel
of Gardner, Maine, was presented in
September 1991 with Bill Picher and
John Cook playing historic theatre organ

music; silent film shorts featuring our
“Swashbuckling” theme were cued by
Bob Legon.

A new year started in April 1992 with
the relay reassembled and working the
same as it did in 1927.

Lots of plans are in the works, and the
northern New England hospitality awaits
you. Our meeting location is Old Or-
chard Beach Middle School. Call us for
directions. Bob Legon

POTOMAC VALLEY
7038/256-8640 or 301/652-3222

We had a fantastic treat on Sunday
afternoon, March 22, when Vice-Chair-
man Floyd E. Werle presented a special
program of favorite music to celebrate 25
years as Director of Music for Faith
United Methodist Church in Rockville,
Maryland. This was a joint church/
PVTOS event. Floyd played the 3/27
Marshall Stone hybrid instrument, now
in its 14th year of operation. This infor-
mal program presented a mixture of
classic and theatre selections. Among the
items were music from a Sousa operetta,
an on-the-spot improvisation of a hymn
tune, a Frank Loesser medley, and a Bach

discovery called “Uncle Joe Has Lost His
Trousers!” (PVTOS past chairman
George R. Johnson maintains the Mar-
shall Stone).

April 25 was the date of PVTOS'
Seventh Annual Bus Trip to John Dick-
inson High School in Wilmington, Dela-
ware, Thirty-five of our members and
guests attended this fabulous event which
featured Tom Hazleton and Jonas Nord-
wall at the dual consoles of Dickinson’s
famous 3/42 Kimball theatre pipe organ,
The two main consoles, a Kimball and a
Moller, were used in this extravaganza,
Both artists are among the most famous
theatre organists in the world and have
had extensive experience in playing to-
gether, and it showed in this lavish event.

Jack Little

Floyd Werle at the 3/2
Dan Swope photo
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Special Organ Music_far Special Occasions by Hampson Sisler |

SPECIAL OFFE

$12.95

Family Days Suite

* Mothers' Day

Order Family Days Suite or Four Chorale Impromptus and receive
a FREE copy of Atonal Variations on '"Trinity'. Order Volumes [ & IT |
of American National Holidays Suite, receive Volume III FREE. "

American National Holidays Suite

¢ Fathers' Day
I e Celebrate the Children Volumel ----=----=- $12.50
: ¢ Grandparents Day The New Year, Martin Luther Kind Day, :
| Four Chorale Impromptus $12.95 Lanoiw pring Werhingan s SRdiine
I. Contemplation on Two Themes Vf?flum% }):‘[; J—l— 0 Libar Dy $12.50 ”
11. Chorale Prelude on ‘Mercy' & 'Marion' CIROTAAS 2 Ry LY Skt G I AR :
I11. Reverie on the Scottish Psalters and Columbus Day
IV. Toccata on 'Deo Gracias' Volume:IIl ===r==me=- $1000

Veterans' Day, Thanksgiving
and Christmas

Atonal Variations on "Trinity' $3.50

Send for information on our recent Choral releases of The Lord is My Shepherd, CCG prize
winning anthem by Bruce Frazier, Music From the Sacred Harp, arr. by George Clinton
and special editions of the Music of William Billings, edited by Dale Jergenson.

LAURENDALE ASSOCIATES Item price ;
: 15035 Wyandotte Street {
| Van Nuys, Caiifornia 91406 :
: (@16) 994920

(PLEASE PRINT)

|send to

CA residents add 8.25% sales lax

(J sitme

[J Check enclosed (free postage)
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88-year-old former theatre organist Ed Zollman
with Walt Strony.

PUGET SOUND
Federal Way, Washington

At last we know the destination of the
Bellevue Pizza and Pipes Wurlitzer, and
it's not as bad as it could have been.
Within a year it will be reinstalled in a
duplicate setting in the Silverwood
Amusement Park in Athol, Idaho, just
15 miles north of Coeur d’Alene. Soon
we can plan one of those delightful over-
the-mountain trips to visit it.

Meanwhile, we're enjoying it to the
fullest, and it does seem it never sounded
better. There was a pizza party March 8
for the chapter, sponsored by owners
Russ Evans, Gregg Smith, and Jerry
Gould: Open console (limit two numbers
at a time, then back in line) and all the
pizza you could eat. How gratifying it
was to discover so many budding talents
within our own chapter! “Talky” Rock
took a turn on the mike to explain to new
members the workings of the instrument,
until time was finally called in favor of
members still clamoring to play.

The final concert came on March 29
featuring the extravagantly gifted Walt
Strony with a convention-quality pro-
gram, Once again the sign on the door
said “Open to the Public at 5,” the rau-
cous electronic games were silenced, and
food preparation and service were halted.
What a delight to hear this perfect organ
in concert, really hear it! Many thanks
to the owners, and Walt, too, for caring
enough to always give his very best.

The final goodbye came on June 5
with all the organists who had been asso-
ciated with Pizza and Pipes taking turns
to play down to the deadline. Dismant-
ling of the organ commenced the next
morning.

On May 4 we traveled to Tacoma to
the newly refurbished Temple Theatre.
The whole Masonic complex, including
the theatre, had been purchased by a Ta-
coma jeweler and an antiques show pro-
moter from Seattle. The formerly dingy
theatre is newly painted throughout in
ivory and buff, with touches of Medi-
terranean blue and ruby. The decor is
Egyptian, of course, and there's a most
marvellous scene of the Nile with its
fellucas, temples, and such on a backdrop
which covers the entire width of the
stage.

The organ is the familiar 2/9 Kimball,
the original installation dating to 1929.
Our member Homer Johnson has cared
for it the past 30 years. Andy Crow
played the concert, fresh from his morn-
ing stint at the First M.E. Church in Oly-
mpia. He presented a varied collection of
things chosen specially to showcase this
particular organ. He closed with a clus-
ter of show tunes.

Walt Strony at Bellevue Pizza & Pipes.

We emerged into the bright sunshine,
(what is happening here? It's supposed to
rain all the time) and met again at
Tacoma Pizza and Pipes. Don Wallin’
was playing. He has become a regular,
and took turns with Jane Johnson and
Andy to keep the music flowing.

Genny Whitting

i

SIMON
GLEDHILL

playing the
Castro Theatre Wurlitzer

DAT $25.00 plus $2.00
Packing/Shipping
“CALIFORNIA,
HERE I COME!”

CD $18.00 plus $2.00
Packing/Shipping
Cassette $12.00 plus $2.00
Packing/Shipping

T-V RECORDING
BOX 70021

SUNNYVALE, CA 94088

EDZOLLMAN 1988 TECHNICAL AWARD

A Gifted Staff and
Complete Shop Facilities

COLORADO
PIPE ORGAN
SERVICE

NEW OR RESTORED CONSOLES
RESTORED CHESTS
WURLITZER-STYLE REGULATORS
SERVICE ANYWHERE
EXPERT TUNING & TONAL FINISHING
STATE-OF-THE-ART RELAY INSTALLATION

719/282-0914
8205 Dolly Madison Drive
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80920

BIL
viasak

FOR
BOOKING INFORMATION

ARTISTS
MANAGEMENT

10051 Greenbrook Trail-B
Indianapolis, Indiana
46229

317/894-0356
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RED RIVER
Fargo, North Dakota

318/287-2671 or 701/232-6325

A special guest at our February chap-
ter meeting in the home of David Knudt-
son, Fargo Theatre manager, was a
foreign exchange student, Daniel Espin-
oza, from Panama. Dan was spending
two months with the Gene Sweeneys
and has an active interest in music. He
spent some time with Gene at the theatre,
trying the lobby grand piano and the
two organs.

This spring another wedding took
place at the theatre for a couple whose
first real date was at the theatre during
their high school days.

It's hard to believe our 36th show is
history, but April 10 and 11 marked an-
other enjoyable Silent Movie Night pro-
duction. This time the program began
with an old-time vaudeville act. Emcee
Dale Lammi with his comic remarks got
the mood rolling, and then Larry Olson
began his juggling and comic routines
with his flirtatious flapper assistant, Julie
Cadwell, and with Lloyd Collins at the
organ. Larry is the manager and found-
ing member of Plain People, a group
made up of jugglers, mimes, actors,
magicians and singers. The juggling con-
sisted of balls, scarves, pins, sticks and
baton, and boxes as Larry delighted the
audience. Their portion of the program
closed with Larry and Julie singing, “Ain’t
She Sweet.” As the console rose from the
pit, Lloyd bowed and doffed a gleaming
white hard hat. Can't be too careful.

Next up was the 1920 Keaton short
comedy, One Week, in which Buster tries
to build a model home by numbered car-
tons, with disastrous results. Lance John-
son provided the score for this and the
Keaton feature film, Sherlock, Jr. from
1924. In this, Buster is a movie project-
ionist who wants to be a detective. Pre-
show and intermission performances on
the lobby grand were by Gene Struble.
A reception on the mezzanine followed
the Saturday show. Sonia Carlson

Father

"Father Jim"
(313) 629-5400

James Miller

401 Davis St.
Fenton,

Dan Espinoza at the 2/7 mezzanine organ, Fargo
Theatre. Gene Sweeney photo

Dan Espinoza at the 3/15 Wurlitzer, Fargo Theatre.

Gene Sweeney photo

Jack Moelmann at the Orpheum Theatre Wurlitzer.
Tom Jeffery photo

RIVER CITY ﬁltﬁéiﬁ-
Omaha, Nebraska ‘?‘:prr:/?*_x,}
712/328-8725 or 402/453-7769 meTo=

Bill and Maurine Durand shared their
lovely home and their three-manual
Allen Digital Organ once again by host-
ing our March 21 chapter meeting. Our
guest artists were members Warner Moss
and Ann Harnett. Warner opened his
portion of the program with an old fav-
orite tune, “Who's Sorry Now?” followed
by “Marie,” “Sentimental Journey,” “My
Happiness,” and a multitude of senti-
mental hits. He closed with “Bye, Bye
Blues.” Then Ann Harnett entertained us
with a clever audience participation ver-
sion of Name That Tune, with the theme,
“The Sounds of Love.” Ann played 15
songs with the word love in the titles, be-
ginning with “Love is a Flower” and end-
ing with “Love is a Many-Splendored
Thing.” The contestants were given a
scrambled, cryptic list of the titles as
clues; for example: LOVE SI A NYAM
PLEDERONDS GINTH. The proud
winners received Easter candies in keep-
ing with the season.

Our April 9 meeting at Bob and Joyce
Markworth’s home did include melodies
played on the Markworth Kimball, but
was primarily an opportunity to discuss
important chapter business, including
several public theatre organ concerts
planned for 1992 and work assignments
for Jack Moelmann'’s April 12 concert at
the Orpheum Theatre. A detailed master
plan for the professional restoration and
augmentation of the Orpheum Theatre’s
Wourlitzer was summarized for the mem-
bership, and the members voted to pro-
ceed with the next step in the process —
to submit the formal proposal to City
Government for review. The membership
also received exciting news that Bill and
Maurine Durand have plans to construct
a building on their property to serve as a
club meeting room for River City Chap-
ter; the room would include chamber
space for a small theatre pipe organ pre-
sently being acquired for RCTOS. (cont.)

MI 48430

James Gillis Saenger
Washington « DC
Cathedral Carillonneur..
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RIVER CITY cont.

Then on April 12, Jack Moelmann re-
turned to Omaha for his eighth concert
at the Orpheum Theatre. Jack opened his
show with a medley of Gershwin tunes,
including “Of Thee I Sing,” “Who Cares”
and “Strike Up The Band.” Medleys
from Oklahoma and Phantom of the
Opera followed. For a change of pace,
Jack presented 13 great TV advertising
jingles from the 50s and 60s while pro-
jecting a slide of each company’s logo;
for example, “I Wish I Were an Oscar
Meyer Wiener” and “Use Ajax the Foam-
ing Cleanser.” Jack concluded the first
half with a sing-along, several beloved
hymns and the lively “Washington Post
March.” After intermission Jack brought
the console up with “The Trolley Song”
and the “Nebraska Fight Song.” For a
Spanish flavor he offered “Granada” and
“Lady of Spain.” Then he cued Charlie
Chaplin's 1916 silent, The Rink, to every-
one’s delight. Jack closed the concert
with his legendary Tribute to America.
For an encore he offered Sousa’s “Stars
and Stripes Forever.” An “afterglow
party” followed the concert at Mark-

worth's home. Tom Jeffery
ROCKY MOUNTAIN._
Denver, Colorado a
303-422-4263 or @
303/233-4716 -

Our winter and spring seasons have
been filled with many fun-filled musical
events and much hard work. The chap-
ter continues with the Wicks Theatre
Organ Project and its installation into
Denver's East High School. Many of the
board members have found themselves
helping resolve the endless amount of red
tape dealing with the Denver Paramount’s
Woaurlitzer settlement and repair.

Members and friends of the chapter
said farewell to the Bob Porter home in-
stallation with club favorite Patti Simon
at the console. Bob will be well remem-
bered for his many years of service to the
chapter and the theatre organ commun-
ity.

Having joint meetings and concerts
with other organizations is a very impor-
tant part of the chapter's programming.
Keeping with this tradition, Wells Music
Stores and organist Chuck Shockney
treated the electronic organ enthusiasts
as well as the chapter’s members to the
wonders of the electronic organ. A great
change of pace.

Like many older chapters in the ATOS,
Rocky Mountain members voted to re-
work its business set up and expand its
public relations and programing. To
keep this meeting from becoming all
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Del.oy Goeglein

Joel Kremer

Bill Bridegroom (left) and Mark Gifford at Rodgers
Organs of St. Louts. € Wiltsch photo

work, Del.oy Goeglein presented a won-
derful theatre organ program at Priscilla
Arthur's Wurlitzer.

The loveliest of spring days found
members and friends at the home of Joel
Kremer in Parker. Joel has developed a
grand style of playing over the years. He
and his 4/28 theatre organ treated all to a
wonderful and exciting program. This
was the first time that many members
heard the wonders of Joel’s new addition
of the MIDI program to his Devtronix
computer relay.

The spring and summer seasons will
be filled with much music and guest ar-
tists. If you have the opportunity to be in
the Denver area, feel free to look us up
and see what is going on. David Love

Joe Barnes at the April meeting.

€. Wiltsch photo

o

Members at Wells Music.

Fran Ettling leads the sing-along at the Ryan Wicks.
€. Wiltsch photo

ST. LOUIS
Missouri
314/469-6319

Our March meeting was held at the
studios of Rodger's Organs of St. Louis.
Qur host was company Vice-President
Mark Gifford. In addition to several
Rodgers organs, there were keyboards,
and a complete pipe organ set up. Mark's
program was a variety of popular and
classical pieces, punctuated with his witty
remarks and jokes. During the program,
Mark had one of his many students, Bill
Bridegroom, do a solo number, and then
Bill and Mark did a trumpet/organ duet.
It was a delightful afternoon.

April found us at the home of Jim and
Dee Ryan, to debut their newly installed
Wick's pipe organ. Joe Barnes and Fran
Ettling shared the spotlight. Joe did sev-
eral less-known numbers from his exten-
sive music collection, and then Fran
followed up with old favorites, as well as
a sing-along. The organ behaved flaw-
lessly, thanks to the relay which was
completely designed and built by Jim
Ryan. This relay will eventually handle
up to 25 ranks, and several organ builders
are currently field-testing this innovative
design here in St. Louis. Thanks to the
Ryan family for inviting us to their home.

May is a historic month for our chap-
ter: the debut of our very own 2/11
Wourlitzer in the FOX Theatre Lobby.
More on this in our next issue.

Chuck Wiltsch
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the swingimg organist.

Jim Riggs

SIERRA

Sacramento, California
916/961-9367 or 916/967-9732

It was a stormy April 12, but that
didn't put a crimp in our concert featur-
ing Jim Riggs at the Hartzell Blue Barn
Studio in Lodi. The crowd was over-
flowing. Jim Riggs is one organist who
knows how to use second touch and
plays correct counter-melodies in good
taste. He also knows what the audience
wants to hear — and plays it for them!

You might call Jim the “Swinging Or-
ganist of The Theatre Organ.” His upbeat
tempos had the crowd tapping their feet
and calling for more. His program was
composed of good old movie title selec-
tions, and one thing the audience loved
was his many medleys of old tunes and
novelty selections. Jim could do no
wrong with his winning personality and
great talent. The audience applauded
him vigorously throughout the program.

A big thanks to Kay Ruland and Louise
Daggott for their help with the punch
and cookies, to Jim for a great program
and to Mr. Hartzell for his hospitality
and the use of his beautiful Robert-
Morton. Bub Taylor

SOONER STATE
Thulsa, Oklahoma
918/742-8693 or 918/437-2146

Our meeting for March was held at
our Broken Arrow Vo-Tech installation
where Sam Collier presented an enjoyable
mini-concert on our own 3/10 Robert-
Morton. Sam is a delightful artist, and
his program consisted mostly of popular
standards. His closer was “Harlem Noc-
turne,” with the melody played on the
16" Diapason and 8’ Tibia, “and a little
Kinura in there, too,” he said. Seven per-
sons played at open console.

In April we met at Central Assembly
of God Church, where Dick Van Dera
entetained us royally on the 4/14 Robert-
Morton. He played a little bit of every-
thing — opening with “S'Wonderful”
and running the gamut from old time
standards to Bette Midler’s “The Rose,”
Jesse Crawford’s “Open Your Eyes” was
especially lovely, as were his encore
selections of three Gospel hymns.

Then the console was open, and we
heard music from eight people. Carolyn
Craft’s accompaniment of her husband
Paul’s singing of “The Holy City” was a
beautiful highlight of open console time.
We also enjoyed a couple of songs sung
by Bonnie Duncan, with accompaniment
by Katie Dennis on the grand piano.

And would you believe — we had 24
guests present.

John McConnel held an Organ Cham-
ber Cleanout celebration recently at his
Orpheum Theatre in Okmulgee. Six
people from our chapter attended to
admire his progress.

In the words of chapter President Lee
Smith, “The only trouble was that the
celebration was held in the chambers —
reached by climbing forty feet of ladder
whose one-inch diameter steel rungs
were imbedded int-he brick wall! I hate
heights of that nature! In climbing, the
toes of my big feet hit the brick wall be-

fore I felt I had enough of my foot on the
rung . . . could my foot slip off? I made it
to the chambers, but I'm sure there are
finger and toe impressions left perman-
ently on the rungs!”

We are delighted and proud of John,
however (of course!) . . . his theatre will
probably be the first one in Oklahoma to
again have a theatre pipe organ installed
in it. And Miami, Pawhuska, and Ponca
City shouldn't be too far behind.

Dorothy Smith

SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY
P.O. Box 2305
South Vineland, New Jersey 08360

Our April meeting was held at the
Broadway Theatre in Pitman, New Jer-
sey. The theatre has a 3/8 Kimball in its
original setting and in unaltered condi-
tion. The meeting began with open con-
sole with a few of our members and guest
members from Delaware Valley Chapter
holding forth at the console.

The business portion of the meeting
was devoted to discussion concerning the
restoration of the Kimball organ to its
original condition. A committee was
formed and a meeting arranged with the
theatre owner to discuss the restoration
effort. All present felt it would be a
worthwhile endeavor as the theatre and
the organ are in very good condition.

Following dinner at O’Henry's in
Glassboro, we traveled to the home of
Mary and Howard Mintzer for an open
console session on their newly acquired
Gulbransen Rialto II. This and dessert at
the Mintzer's residence topped off a great
spring Sunday. Joseph E. Rementer

CLASSIFIED®

AT 8& RESULTS!

GIVES NEW LIFE TO THE CLUB
Bob Ralston’s splendid

ago given up for dead.
GETS BETTER EVERY TIME

‘There are many artists on the theatre organ circuit, most of whom are very
good; however, Bob Ralston falls into a select group of great ones, who progressively

Fran Verri in “Pipes of PATOS” May 1992

BOB RALSTON

1702 on Place, Granada Hills, CA 91344-1225
All fees are ﬁwly negoﬁab!s, You can afford Bob Ralston, and your

improves every time you hear him.

chapter will make a handsome profit.

at the Temple Theater not only made over
1000 folks very happy, but he also revitalized an ATOS chapter that many of us had long

Dolton W, McAlpin, MCATOS, March 1992

Call for details: 818 /366-3637
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TOLEDO
Toledo, Ohio
419/385-4724

Qur spring concert featured “Mr.
Paramount,” Virg Howard, the last or-
ganist at the former Toledo Paramount
Woarlitzer in its final days before the the-
atre was demolished in 1965. The show,
entitled Now Is The Hour — Virg’s theme
song and the title of his last album pro-
duced on the Toledo Paramount organ
— opened with a nostalgic audio-visual
presentation of the Paramount, then
right into Virg at the console of the chap-
ter Marr & Colton. Drawing from the ori-
ginal Lucky Strike Your Hit Parade, Virg
performed the “Number One” hits
through the years beginning with 1935,
Who could forget songs like “A Nightin-
gale Sang in Berkeley Square,” “Don't
Fence Me In,” and “Tumbling Tumble-
weed?” Then the audience put its hands
together and helped with the critical
clapping sequences for “Deep In The
Heart of Texas."”

Virg's wife, Karen, opened the second
half with a medley of Latin-American
numbers, ending with “Tico-Tico.” Call-
ing on the audience to join in, Virg
brought out the slides for an old fash-
ioned sing-along. Finally, he revived
some truly fond memories with “Moon
River,” a combination recitation of the
original poem and an organ solo of “Ca-
price Vienois,” by the late Fritz Kreisler
and the theme of the old Moon River
show on WLW Radio. That show was
heard every midnight on the Cincinnati-
based station with the house Waurlitzer
providing accompaniment.

Now Is The Hour was the best attended
show in recent years and was the first of
the 1992 season, Virg and Karen will be
playing a piano/organ duo June 20 at the
Senate Theatre in Detroit.

The organ was used pre-show and
during intermission for the Ohio The-
atre's production of Meredith Wilson's
The Music Man in May. Several mem-
bers volunteered to play for the live stage
show as a goodwill gesture to the theatre
— the home of the TATOS installation.

Ever since the 4/10 Marr & Colton
went on line and became playable, one
major limitation has been the lack of
combination action. The original mech-
anism was somehow lost when the organ
was removed from the Rivoli Theatre
and placed in storage for restoration. Al-
though the stop rails have always been
wired and ready for newer electronic
presets, the organ crew has long sought
to install presets, but the cost has been
prohibitive.

Finally, at the April meeting, Paul
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Wasserman proposed the addition of
combination action, and the suggestion
was unanimously approved. But the big-
gest surprise came when Frank Hayes,
a long-time TATOS member and theatre
organ buff, announced that he would
pay for the entire installation as his “gift”
to the society. This is not Frank's first
major contribition to the cause; he don-
ated the pedalboard back in the early
days of the organization. This most re-
cent generous contribution was truly
“above and beyond.” At the May meet-
ing, the board honored Frank with Life-
time Membership status in TATOS, only
the third such in the group’s history.

The parts for the presets were ordered
immediately, and Wasserman will super-
vise the installation of the electronics. All
four manual will have combination ac-
tion, but because of space limitations on
the lower key rail, the pedals will be set
from the accompaniment pistons using
second touch. Many original Marr &
Colton installations followed this stan-
dard, creating what they called “suitable
bass.” Paul plans to install the action
over the summer to minimize downtime
and have it totally operational for the fall
concert.

The organ crew has been working dili-
gently to correct many of the early instal-
lation faux pas and to bring the work-
manship up to the standards being estab-
lished and encouraged by ATOS. The
days of duct tape, crazy glue, and liquid
nails are long past, and it is the organ
crew’s belief that all work — present and
future — should be of the highest possible
quality — which lends integrity to the
installation.

Although the club takes a hiatus for
the summer months, many events are in
the planning stages including a repeat of
a highly successful riverboat cruise down
the Maumee River, a trip to the Senate
Theatre in Detroit to hear the magnifi-
cent 4/34 Waurlitzer and/or to Columbus
for a visit to the Ohio Theatre and a pos-
sible excursion to The Music Palace in
Indianapolis to hear Dwight Thomas.

Bill Coine

" y " ]
e | | &
(Left) Toledo area member Frank Hayes was made
an Honorary Life Member of the chapter. (Right)
Virg Howard at the Toledo Area Concert.

Virg and Karen Howard at the 4/10 Marr & Colton.

Wolverine annual meeting, L to R: Lucille Morton,
Tony O'Brien, Margaret Tapler, David Martin.

WOLVERINE e,
Central & Lower Michigan Lm
313/284-8882 or 313/588-7118 .“1°%

Atfter revisiting St. Gabriel's Episcopal
Church, East Detroit, in February, where
Organist Brian Carmody played a well-
received, varied program of popular and
classical music for us, the Wolverines re-
turned to the home of charter members
Bob and Pat Burk in March. Here long-
time Wolverine Grace Joslin entertained
us with music from Rombert’s Desert
Song, Waldteuffel's spirited polka,
“L'Esprit Francais” and other selections.
As an add-on to Grace's program Wol-
verines Delores Malhoit and sister Lucille
Morton decked themselves out as dash-
ing young Irish lasses and presented a
short program of Irish songs in recogni-
tion of St. Patrick’s Day. It was with
great pleasure that the few Wolverines in
attendance (because of really bad wea-
ther) welcomed former Wolverines Law-
rie and Rosemary Mallett back as chap-
ter members.

In April, charter Wolverines Roger
and Sue Mumbrue once again were host
to the chapter. Melissa Ambrose was the
featured organist. After her program, in-
cluding a “Hoedown" in which she really
blew the dust off of some of the 3/39
Wourlitzer's toys and traps, Melissa left
ample time for open console. Twelve
players signed up, including four of Me-
liss's students. Charles Baas

THEATRE ORGAN




CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

ORGAN LITERATURE FOUNDATION - world's
larges! supplier of organ books and recordings,
offers catalog “Z"' listing 731 books, 3102 classical
and theatre organ LPs, cassettes and CDs, efc.
Send $2.00 or 5 international reply coupons to: The
Organ Literature Foundation, 45 Norfolk Rd., Brain-
tree, MA 02184-5918. 617-848-1388.

KORG MT1200 TUNER $275 (list $360). Hears
AD-C8. Plays C2-B5. Shows pitch, note, octave. Can
program calibration, temperament. KORG AT12
TUNER $155 (list $225). Hears C1-B7. Plays C2-B5.
Shows pitch, note, octave. Brochure. Song of The
Sea, 47 West Street, Bar Harbor, ME 04609.
207/288-5653.

MIDI INTERFACE SYSTEMS for pipe and
electronic organs using + 10-20V keying and stop
voltage. Play your music synthesizer from your
organ keyboards using our MODEL “A™ Midi Inter-
face System. RECORD-PLAYBACK your pipe
organ with our Model “C" Midi Interface System
using a standard MIDI Sequencer. The least expen-
sive, most reliable and easiest to install Record-
Playback system on the market. Write for details
and prices on our Model “A" and'C" MIDI SYS—
TEMS. Devtronix Organs, Inc., 1823 Avondale Ave.,
Sacramento, CA 95825, 916/971-9074.

ELECTRONIC ORGAN PARTS — Artisan,
Wersi and Devtronix. Many surplus and design
change items. Low prices on test instruments,
hardware, PC board components, books, audio
parts and more. If you need electronic parts — you
need my hobby clean-up list. Send stamp.
T. Dewey, 208 S. Main, Caney, KS 67333-2131.

PipeNET BBS — The international on-line service
for the organ. 212/923-9473(PIPE) E-Mail, live dis-
cussion, forums, files and more.

SEEBURG JUKEBOX with video screen. New in
box. Unigue item with history. For home or busi-
ness. Very rare model. $2500 OBO. 818/957-0494.

RODGERS THEATRE ORGAN, TRIO 321.
3 keyboards, walnut 3 speakers, EC. $5500. Romu-
lus 607/869-5164.

ALLEN THEATRE ORGAN 461 3 external
speakers. Includes documentation and service
manuals. Ideal for home or church. Larry Costa,
PO Drawer JJ, Hayden, CO 81639. 303/276-4345.

3/11 BARTON, complete, removed, in mid-west
storage. Originally in Birmingham Theatre, Detroit.
Includes: added Organ Supply 8' Trumpet, Wurlit-
zer 16' Diaphone, SSL 3/14 relay. Very good condi-
tion including 5 HP Spencer blower and rectifier.
Must sell, asking $15,000. Contact: Bob Fray, 602
East 115th Terrace, KC, MO 64131. 816/943-1973.

473 AUSTIN historic pipe organ from the famous
Mormon Tabernacle on Temple Square, Sall Lake
City, Utah, is being sold for parts. Also a complete
3/27 Wurlitzer with many rare and hard-to-find parts
is being sold for parts. Have many other items for
sale, including Austin, Kimball, Moller, Morton,
Wicks and Wurlitzer consoles, pipes, chests, regu-
lators, blowers and percussions. For a complete
list contact: Ridges Pipe Organ Company, 685
South 1500 East, Provo, Utah 84606 or telephone
801/378-3149 or 377-0008.

AUSTIN 42 rank pipe organ, rebuilt and tonally
redesigned using many new pipes for the purpose
of resale is installed to play at factory. Attractive
payment plan available. 1-800/433-4614.

CAST IRON BLOWERS. Quiet, compact.
Yz through 2 HP. Static pressure from 6" to 12",
All units under $1600. White Blower Manufacturing
Co. For free catalog call 1-800/433-4614.

35MM PROJECTION EQUIPMENT. For Home
or Chapter Theatre. 5 each Simplex E-7 picture
heads: 2 in mint condition, 2 in very good condition,
1 for parts. No lenses. 2 each Simplex XL optical
soundheads. 2 each Ampex and 2 each Simplex
XL 4-channel magnetic penthouses, with E-7
mounting brackets. 1 each Altec S-15 optical-
magnetic amplifier. 1 each Altec 35-NS two-channel
optical amplifier. 4 each Peerless Magnarc lamps,

with mirrors. 2 each 40-45 amp heavy duty recti-
fiers, 220 volt, single phase. 2 each Simplex bases.
2 each upper and lower Simplex 2000 foot film
magazines. 1 each Goldberg power rewind. $6000
OBO. Crating and shipping extra. Equipment is in
Palo Alto, California. Personal pickup preferred. On
forklift pallets. Jim Crank, 1621 Palm Ave., Red-
wood City, CA 94061. 415/365-2005 evenings.
Answering machine on 24 hours.

WURLITZER PARTS: Xylophone, Tibia Clausa
#1-12, pipes and chests; 16° Diaphone #1-12, pipes
and chests; Tremulant; Winker. Medinger Blower
4HP 12" static, 3ph. Medinger Blower 1.5HP, 12"
static, 3ph with phase converter. 2-Barton 3 rank
unit chests. 2-Barton 1 rank unit chests. 1-Organ
Supply 4 rank chest. 1-8' Major Gamba and 8'
Gamba Celeste. Large Metal Bar Harp 49 note.
Claude Hawks, 586 Center Road, Hinckley, OH
44233, 216/278-7232, 6-10 p.m. Eastern time only.

KLANN PARTS 1-12 & 1-9 Slide Key Actions.
12-32 note & 5-61 note Switch Stacks. All in good
condition. Reasonable! Phone 10-2 p.m. 216/847-
8622.

ALLEN THEATRE DELUXE. Mint condition.
1965 vintage instrument with everything. Asking
$3400. Mrs. Carmen Charette. 203/649-6642.

WURLITZER 2/6 CHURCH ORGAN. Original
1934 home installation, Mint condition. Straight
console is “engaged" in music room wall. Single
phase blower. Easy removal. Best offer over $6000
takes it. Mike Foley. 1-800/621-2624.

RODGERS 340 CENTURY. Removed from
Warner Grand Theatre, San Pedro. White console.
New amplifiers. $17,500. Gene Owen, 2241 San
g(r]%r%cisco Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806. 310/427-

ALLEN MODEL 620, 6 speakers, card reader,
excellent condition. Asking $7000. Call evenings
after 7 p.m. 215/825-5579.

BEAUTIFUL WOODED, PEACEFUL 2.5
ACRES in Western North Carolina near Hender-
sonville. Large 2-story great room (41 x 19) with
magnificent fireplace and balconies. Ideal for musi-
cian. $169,000. 704/692-0634.

ORGAN CASSETTES: Many artists. Send $1.00
for catalog (deductible from first order) to Dennis
Koch. 3626 Herman Ave., San Diego, CA 92104-
4202.

BOB RALSTON LIVE! VIDEO THEATRE
ORGAN CONCERT. Hymns, American favorites
and sing-along. New release! 60-minute stereo
HiFi VHS, Send $29.95 and $3.00 shipping to BDP,
Suite 85, 60 Newtown Rd., Danbury, CT 06810.

HISTORIC RECORDINGS on the now-in-storage
3/32 California Theatre Wurlitzer, San Diego. Latest
release: Chuck Kramarich in Concert. Volume 2.
Still available: “Chuck Kramarich at the Mighty
Waurlitzer," “Russ Peck in Concert,” “Chuck Kra-
marich in Concert, Volume 1." 45-minute cassette
tapes. $12.50 each postpaid (first class). California
residents add tax. Aries Music. 2439 Patterson Rd.,
Escondido, CA 92027.

SECOND TIME AROUND — JUST PLAYIN’
JANE LP ALBUM. Fine variety of organs and
tunes. 2/9 Temple Theatre Kimball, 3/8 home and
Tacoma Pizza & Pipes Wurlitzer. “Spring Can
Really Hang You Up the Most, Caprice Viennois,
Something's Gotta Give" plus more. Reduced to
$6.00 postpaid USA. Homer R. Johnson Pipe
%Eagréil Service, 1911 Sunset Drive West, Tacoma,

THEATRE ORGAN RECORDS. Descriptive list
$1.00 (Deductible from first order). Phil Dupuy,
Box 33914, San Antonio, TX 78265.

FREE AUDIO-VIDEO CATALOG CDs. Audio
and video casseltes. Classical, 2-organ, gospel
theatre, and instructional. Write to Allen Organ Co.,
Box 37, Macungie, PA 18062-0036 or phone 215/
966-2202.

WANTED

TWO WURLITZER INLAID WOODEN LOGO
PLATES as appeared on late consoles. John
Ledwon, 28933 Wagon Rd., Agoura, CA 91301,
§18/889-8894.

Approximately 30 WURLITZER BACK RAIL
pneumatics, mount board contacts, etc. Swell
pedal with contacts, etc. Everett — 303/776-2256.

AD SPACE SIZES AVAILABLE
Width  Height

Full Page (Bleed) ............ 8318 1078
Full Page (Regular) ........... 7-5/16 10
2/3 Horizontal (3col.) ......... 7-5/16 65/8
2/3 Vertical (2col.) . ,......... 4-7/8 10
Y2 Horizontal (3col) ......... 75116 5
Ve Vertical (2 col) ...ovvvnnin 4718 TVe
Y4 Horizontal (3col) ......... 7516 3%
Y4 Horizontal (2 col.) . ........ 4-7/18  4-7/18
Vs Vertical (1col) ........... 2-3/8 10
Y% Horizontal (3col) ......... 75116 22
Y4 Horizontal 2 col) ......... 4-7/18 3%
Va Vertical (1col) ........... 2% 7%
¥4 Sheclalineries s e 3A
*% Special ................ 358 418
1/6 Horizontal (2col.) . ........ 4-7/8 2-3/8
1/6 Vertical (1 col.) . .......... 2:318 4718
1/8 Horizontal (2 col.) . ........ 4718 1-7
1/8 Vertical{(1col) ........... 2318 3%

Professional Card Size . .. . ... 3% 2

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS
Trim Size . .. 3-3/18 x 10-7/8"
Top Margin '2'" — Bottom Margin 3/8"
Qutside Margin 9/16'" — Inside Margin 916"
Bleed: Add 1/8" to TOP, BOTTOM and OUT-
SIDE MARGINS for trim. Keep reading material
at least %4 " inside the trim.

8th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97202.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES: Members - 30¢ per word, minimum $5.00. Non-members
- 40¢ per word, minimum $5.00. All classified ads must be submitted PRE-PAID to avoid a $5.00
handling charge. Deadline for placing ads is the fifth of each
tion. Please send all advertising copy to: ATOS ADVERTISING - TERRY ROBSON, 3422 SE

ADVERTISING RATES
BLACK & WHITE — 1-TIME

Front Cover — Not Sold.

Inside frontcover................. $280.00
Inside BackCover . ................ 280.00
Qutside BackCover .. .............. 315.00
FUllPane s s e s e 255.00
T I e e e 175.00
S X s 160.00
I Ere AP G 115.00
VAPAGE . .. .o e 100.00
B PAGE - 54255 m s vapassvs iis) o s 90.00
MR PABE = S st 80.00
Column Inehyc:oossin srevnmiiisaees 35.00

Bleed accepted for full page advertisements
only. Special positions - 15% above space

rate.

Full

OTHER SIZES ON REQUEST

PROFESSIONAL CARDS
BissueContracty i s hiasa et
2IssueTrial ... ... ..., 40.00
Camera-ready copy is requested. Typesetting,
photo reproduction, layout, proofing, cropping,
reversing, bleed layout and any other mechan-
ical costs requested by the advertiser or agency
will be charged by the publisher at noininal rates.

month preceding publica-




Asbury Park 3/12 Kilgen

Summer Theatre Or, gan Concerts

3:00 P.M. Convention Hall on the Boardwalk in Asbury Park, NJ - No Admission Charge
July 12 Michael Brett Aug. 9 Bob Legon
July 19 Harry Ley Aug. 16  Lee Erwin
July 26 Don Hansen Aug.23 TBA
Aug. 2 John Cook Aug. 30 Martin Boehling
Sept. 6 Ashley Miller

Ao, Trenton Concert Series
3:00P.M. Trenton War Memorial 3/16 Mdller - Tickets $5.00 & up

Oct 11, Nov 29, Feb 21, Mar 28, May 2
For further information or directions, write GSTOS, 907 Best Ct. Ridgewood, NJ 07450 or call (201) 445-1128

TakelFf !
Strike-j.pp%t]‘n
GershWwin MediaPi

Charlie
Balogh
CONCERTS

2300
W. SanAngelo
Street
#1128

=
Gilbert
Arizona
85234

[ |
602/497-6525

Just Released
Over 66 Minutes of Music!

These unforgettable Ashley Miller arrangements were recorded on
the magnificent D.T.O.S. 4/34 Wurlitzer.
Some material previously available on "For Members Only* (limited release)

CD $18 postpaid - Cassette $12 postpaid
Send check or money order to: (U.S. orders only)
Midnight Productions, Inc.
P.O. Box 68 Waldwick, NJ 07463
Also available on cassette ($12 each postpaid):
Ashley Miller at the Trenton War Memorial, and Showtime

ORGAN-1ZInG B4 I'T1
POPULAR MUSIC IMON
RECORDINGS

Patti Simon Presents

A Complete Course in 4/48 Wurlitzer
KEYBOARD HARMONY WILCOX RESIDENCE
and Gig Harbor, Washington
ARRANGING POPULAR MUSIC Cassette §11.00
for Organ. LIVE CONCERT
Patti Simon — %/19 Wurlitzer
Dick Kroeckel Piano
MT. ST. FRANCIS

ak ﬂeﬁ’mamms

AVAILABLE AT MUSIC STORES
OR DIRECTLY FROM

AL HERMANNS

1398 Temple Street
Clearwater, Florida 34616

Colorado Springs, Colorado
Cassette $12.00

()YJ“T‘R Patti Simon
8205 Dolly Madison Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80920






